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PYBLISHED DAILYANDTRI-WEEKLY BY
EDGAR SNOWDEN.

The ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE, forthe country,
is printedon Tuesdm.'l‘hundays and Saturdays.

Suascrirrion.~The Daily paperis furnished at 8
dollars per annum, payable halt yearly. The
Country paper—iri-weekty—is furnished for five
dollars per annum, payable in advange.

AovsaTising.—Three insertions of one squarve, for
one dollur.  Yearly advertisers at specitied rates.

Nosubscription received from the country, unless
accompanied by the cash, or by a responsitile
name.

ALEXANDRIA.

SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEM'R 30. 1848.

Washington’s Marriage in 1759.

We learn that Mr.J. B. Stearns, a distinguish-
ed artist of New York, and lately from Europe.
has been for some days at Arlington House. in
this vicinity, engaged in making very beantiful
and successful copies from the original pictures
of Colonel and Mrs. Washington. the one of
the date of 1772. by Peale, and the other of 1759.
by Woolaston, with a view to the painting of a
large picture of Washington’s Marriage, found-
ed upon the relation of tbat interesting event.
in the Custis vecollections and private memoirs
of the Life and Character of Washington.

The scene is laid in the ancient Parish Church
of St. Peters. County of New Kent. a colony of
Virginia, time 6th of January. 1759.

[n the fore ground, and near the altar. appears
the Rev. Dr. Mossom, the ofliciating clergyman,
in full canonicals; he is sbout tu present the
masriage ring. The Bridegroom is 1n a suit of
blue and silver, lined with red silk, embroider-
ered waistcoat, small clothes. gold shoe and
Knee buckles, dress sword. hair in full powder
The Bride in a suit of white satin. rich point
laced ruffies, pearl ornaments in her hair. pear|
necklace, earings and bracelets, white satin high
heeled shoes, with diamond buckles; she is at-
tended by a groupe of Ladies, in the gorgeous
costume of that ancient period. Near to the
Bridegroom, is a brilliant groupe, comprising
the vice regal Governor of Virginia, several
English army and navy officers then on Colo-
nial service. with the very elite of Virginia.
chivalry of the old regime. The Governorisin
a suit of scarlet, embroidered with gold, with
bag wig and sword: the gentlemen in the fash-
ion of the time..

But among the most interesting and pictur-
esque of the personages in the various groups.
is Bishop, the celebrated body servant of Brad-
dock, and then of Washington, with whom he
ended his days, after a service of more than for-
ty years.

This veteran soldier of the wars of George 11.
forms a perfect study in the picture. His tall.
attenuated form and soldierly bearing. as with
folded arme, and cocked hat in hand, respectful:
ly, he has approached the bridal groupe, gives
a touching interest to the whole scene. He is
in a scarlet coat. and is booted and spurred. hav-
ing just dismounted, and relinquished the favor-
ite charger of his chief, to a groom.

Through the large folding doors of the
Church, is seen the old fashioned coach of the
Bride, drawn by six horses:. also the fine En-
lish charger, bequeathed to Washington by
Braddock, after the fatal field of the Monon-
gahela.

From the account of the marriage, handed
down from those who were present at its cele-
dbration, it appears that the Bride and her Ladies
occupied the coach, while the Provincial Colo-
nel rode his splendid charger, attended by a
brilliant cortege of the gay and gallant of the
land.

Such was Washington's Marriage in 1759.

GENERAL R. E. LEE'S LETTER
REGARDING ST. PETER’S CHURCH AND
GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MARRIAGE

LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA, October 23, 1869.
My Dear Miss JENNY:

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 19th and the contributions it contained for our
little Church. Thank Dr. Pendleton’s “Old Puseyete friend” and tell him that he is using the proper
arguments to advance his cause. The Dr. is now in Baltimore advocating the claims of his church and
would no doubt be glad to see him. He intends going as far as New York, but everyone that has money
has so much to do with it that T fear that he will collect but little. I have mailed to your address at
Brandon the circulars you desired. You must not concern yourself too much about them or do more
than you think right. There are three or four churches in Va. in which I take peculiar interest. Grace
Church in Lexington and St. Peter’s in New Kent are two of them and both I think have claims upon
the regard of the Community. The first for the opportunity it possesses of advancing the cause of
religion among the young as set forth in the Appeal and the second for its association with the recollec-
tions of Gen’l Washington, his marriage and early history. Both of these I am trying to build up, and
both I hope will share a portion of your kind attention and regard, and will have a place on your list of
good works that claim your special interest. I visited St. Peter’s this past Spring. It is three miles
from the W hite House and in better days I was able to give it more attention. During the war it was
made a stable of by Federal Cavalry. The Pulpit, Chancel, doors, windows, floor, etc. were broken and
destroyed. Since the cessation of hostilities the neighbors and others have in the best way they could
restored the doors, windows, floor and stoves, and procured the services of Mr. Kepler to preach for
them every fortnight. On these occasions he makes the White House his resting place, going down
every alternate Saturday and returning Monday or Tuesday. The Pulpit and Chancel ought also to
be restored, and the whole church made worthy of its associations. It is one of the Old Colonial Churches,
the bricks were brought from England, it is beautifully situated on the road from New Kent C. House
to Richmond in a grove of native oaks and is the church where Gen’l Washington was married and
attended in early life. It would be a shame to America if allowed to go to destruction. Please remember
me to Mr. and Mrs. Gittings and their family, in which Mrs. Lee and my daughters unite in much love

to you.
Most truly,

Re i ERE.
Written to Miss Virginia Ritchie of Brandon, Virginia.
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The “W hite House” Estate was the home of Martha Washington, as the wife and widow of Daniel Parke
Custis. In 1757, it descended to her son, John Parke Custis, and upon his death in 1781, this property
descended to his son, George Washington Parke Custis, who was then six months old. Also in 1781, George
Washington Parke Custis and his sister, Nelly Custis, were adopted by the Washingtons, and from that
time until 1804, these adopted children made their home at “Mount Vernon.” The only child of George
W ashington Parke Custis, Mary Ann Randolph Custis married R. E. Lee in 1831. Under the terms of
Myr. Custis’ will, written in 1855, and probated in 1857, he devised the “VW hite House” Estate to his grana’soni.
W.H.F.Lee. However, this estate was charged with the payment of certain legacies. These were advanced
by R. E. Lee out of his own funds, and thus he acquired a substantial pecuniary intest in the “W hite House”
Estate, which he held up until the time of his death in 1870.
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The reference to “Custis” in the above news article is to George Washington Parke Custis, grandson of Martha Washington, =l ’
who was adopted by the Washingtons in 1781, when he was six months old, he lived at “Mount Vernon” from that time until 1804. This is the first time that the full text of General Lee’s letter has been available to the public. On
In the year of his adoption he inherited the “White House” Estate, the former home of Mrs. Washington, which he owned up many previous occasions it has been quoted partially, and erroneously stated to have been written Octo-
until the time of his death in 1857. ber 23, 1865.



