Area Irrigetion Bngineer, Aug., 13,1065
Burcau of Indien Affairs,
Box 4097, Po tland, Ore.

¥r, Paul F, enderson

Dear Sir:
I was contacted recently by Hr, John Brooks, Vakima Agency
enrinear who acquainted me with your comiendable interest in the welfare of
the remnant Wanapum band of non-treaty Indians whose home 18 at Priest
Rapids on tho Coluntblia Rivor,
In 1951 and 1968 it became evident that the Corps of Army Engincors

was proceeding with plans for e hich dam at Priest Rapids, Upon roquest of
the Indiana, addressed to the Vepartment, &r, Brooks made an elevation
survey to determilne the graveyard loocation with reference to the lake
clevation of the proposed projeot.I beliiove you are familiar with this survey

Subsequently Grant County Publ!ic Utility District No. 2, headquerters
at Ephrata, ‘ash., sought for and cbtaeined an exploratory permit which
was gronted by the FPederul Power Commission. This was for a proposed project
at approximetely fiver 4ile 397 on the Columble River,

Origil ally the Wanapums [the name means River People] eocting as a group
that had malnteined tribal lidentity throush both residence, custom and
religion at their last home along the river, a pealed Lo the United States
pepartment of the intorior, Bureau of Indlen Affairs for protection,

But of course you underatand that the Wanapums have only & moral right
and that of adverse pogsession, Evidently, because of religious bellef,

their ancestors had not obteined a single fee patent or homestead on any
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small site in the once vast land holdinza of their ancestors,

Although the Burceu of Indlan #ffa'rs was sympathetic md kindly to the
needs of the Wanapums, it appeared there was nothing that could be done
for them unless by means of Presidential Froclamation or Congressional
leglslation,

The prelimlnary repo t was issued October 21,1954 by thc Federsl rower
Commission to the Pyblic Utility Pystrict for the proi# ot , Ho. 2114, Article
I1 of this permlit states:

lrermittee shiall during the course of its 1nvest1rations under the pre-
liminary permit provide for the adequate protection of ¥anapum Indian
graves and istorical relica.”

It #ay be stoted hore that long eofore the order wes issued officers of
the Grant bounty PUD when that group became interesated in the mojoct,
assured the Wanapums that protective messures would be taken 1in event a
permit were lssued,

It ts my pleasure to inform you for the Wanapums that during the period
followlng the issuance of the order, protective measure ¢ have been taken
that meet with approval of ths Wanapum head man, Moreover the Wanapums hsve

acted in such a manner as not to force tho permittee to undertake costly
undertekings. They have also resorted to no long negotiations that would
lead to costly dolays when speed was desired by the permittee,

T™The permittee has shoun a deep , thorough and humane understanding, an
appreciustion of the cultural aspects of these historic aboriginal peopls,
and have consulted with them many times to be sure their wishes were being
determined correotly. The permittee has cxhibited by actusl performance
a oorB tant willingness to ease the worry and distraught minds that
originally beset the cld ers because of their religicus beliefs and bocause
their relatives are biried at end in proximity to the sites known as Priest
Rapids and Y“enapum Dams,

?he Wanapums ' head man asks me to convey sppreciation to you for your

interest and underatanding and tothamk you for the survey in the past,
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He ronlizes thuet nolither you nor the permiitee 1s re » nsible for the
condition of civilization that has altered the way of life for the %Wanapums.

Thet o dam sites in wilch the permititeec s Intereated do not emdanger
the principal greveyard of the people. Protective measure: have been taken
regarding the widespread burlal pleces that by my own "on the apot”
investigetion, met with the approval of the Indians concerned,

Protective measure: have also Wen taken rer rdiir the historical relics
referred to and consideration has beocen given as in the power of those
concerned to other humane needs of tho “nnapuma. 411 this has been done
with a praiseworthy spirit of cooperalion and willli gness,

I am convinoced that whatever can )¢ done expediently for the comfort and
welfar @ of the Wenapums will be done if the project matures,

1t 18 in tiis open-minded and exp#dient manner that the moral rishts of
the people been ampproached,

It is this splirit of conoperution and actual evidence in e fileld that
caused the hesd man, Pyck Hyah Ioot, the last prophet of the Uanapums, to
state in a speech when Resolution Mo, 262, naming the Wenapum Pam, was
pa sed by the commission of the P blic Utllity District Mo, 2 of Yrant
County, May 12, 1955:

"We once worriec end were afraid, “ut as long as we know we have frionds
we have nothing to fesr in the future,"”

“nould thero be any specific questions the Viganapums can answer for you,

I am sure they will be most hap y to do so.
Sincerely

Click Relander
Regolution Wo., 252 Enclosed:





