_ March 7,1959
Laura D, Wilck Literary #gency
184647 Diockens Streot, .
Sherman Oaks, Calif,

Dear Mr. Elliott: o

: . Thanks for the two le*ters from you, recelved today
regarding Sorority Row and The Lonely ‘vad, But I must admit 71'm a bit

confused,

One of them makes a reference to "I wonldn't take Lou Cowan's talk
too sariously etce I'm on unfamilar grounds there, slice the two letters
of Slarch 5 are the first ['vo recoived frow you, and if @ previous
referonce was made to him, 1t waes in a letter that has gone asatray., I
meant the letters were the first two received sirce I sent the Sorority
Bow manuzeript. :

A8 to the p rcentage figure, as I wrote, I was trustin: to memory of
the telephone con'ecrsation, Undoubtedly you said & per cent for each of
the three of you, in connection with vour reference to two pe sona 1n
New vork, It is im aterial., Among my author fr’ends---and all authors
aren't located in “ew York or Southern “Yalifomia--I'we heard varying
stories bubt peld no attention to them. #nd i agree with you at the work
necessary for any avent or writer, now days. And as [ said you will not
find me one to quil tle, if you were spsaking of 15 per cent and then
an rdditional fivwe per cent that is nothing to quibble about al tha gh it

1o something to be definite about as to future gomnitments.

L agee wilh you concerning “orority ‘‘ow manuscoript, but pew writers
do not alsays follow d hackneyed formulas, The ocharacter of "eri Ann is
a sustained churacter through tho book, wh'ch after d 1is more of a
paper brck type book than a flossy deal,. Nor should it be somethin g beyond
repair, keepin - &« publisher back when 1t could be rovised, However,
constant revisions wear out flash and orl ginallty of writing. You will
be betier able to judge it when you finish the manuscript,

I mentioned in the letter of abocut a week or 10 days ego that
The tonely Road had gone through consid er ble changes and was ready for
conversion into ty-escript now veryshortly. Porority fow undergent
oondid ereble of adiange and was put intc manuscript form and ffthe
“onely Road 1s finished in say fow weoks, between tlhe two of them will
.be something in the produwtion 1ime that the boys in southern “Yalifornia
can_.t mateh{ Or cen they?

i'm off today, there is tamorrow, “unday and then i'm also off Monday,
"1 suspect I'll have about thr echapters of The jonely *cad in final
typed form by chéaﬂ night. My work hours at home run more extensively
than most writers, #ven during work days my wor: hours at home run eight
and ten straight hours, then there are¢ whole days off when they run 18,



Tesides, there's the time on checking, editing, slight rovialons etc,
the collaborator puts in to be considered, '

About Prumrers asnd Dreamera, I have my relesse as a writer, from
Caxton's, not the release of the book. It went to Caxton'sbecause they
print that kind of material, After 1t hadbeen tentatively suzgested the
mgnuscript wes given a quick reudinb by Harpers .nd they were™ 8t Interested
They lmow too much about Indians and the indien problem, Yet since then
the government, including BOTH HOUSES of bongresa hav e roversed on
Indian policy from a_ten year old joint “enate and House podblcy which
wasounmoving, D and D got samewhere, ew n though & small publis her, md

nos the Indian problem has beoome & matter of “Yoast to Coast NBO
(television) , a version badly garbled; it has become a matter for

Resders Digest etc, /And Harpers ONF venture intot hat field almost brought
2 lawsuit on the heads of the publishing hcuse through ignorance of their
Indisn experts,

Caxton, as Eou know m@de extensive circularization of D and B to
various reprin telds. *he “ook was"sold" to them on a straight royalty
basis, but no one ap arently wanted to touch 1t further, so 1 doubt abobt
it being worth reconsidering, for & time, éf it 18 not out of print now
there are darn few co les hanglng around, *hey ncver even tell you how
many they print, but I know it is out,

1f you heve a real purpose for D and D I'1l1l try and buy up three
or four conies, A few scattering ones are around gnd Caxton may have
a8 dozen or so, “ut this was not & book they wore hired to publish, They
took & chance on it and it took a lot of publicity tc move it, It is
8till moving, slowly, at lorthwest stores, but the trouble is darn few
deslers really go out and go to work on the book or any bock, It had a
wenderful press and then, although they'd sell out the 100 cories they
ordercd, they didn t even bother to reorder . Most people coming in to
buy do, t went to or er and then wailt for a copy, not for a %8 book,

Let me know if you really have use for the coples and I'll buy them
and send them to you,

!
Als0 bring me up to drnte on L;ou Cowan s "talk." Mayhe the letter
will come through or back tc you. &

You don't sound very eneuraged by “orority ‘‘ow, but rewmber the
paperback field, Alsc, romember we'll be willing to do what we can with
it, but it may require a rest., Then too, I want tc got The Lonely
Road washed out of the way.

If you have a gefinife resson for it on & cortain daste, lot me know,
1 have a week of "bonus days coming, and could juyst about wash 1t

off in that time.~"ut typing is druger{ to mea and it 8 easy to make
mistakes, 1 want to do a good job on it,

Sincere re-ards, and tianks for the
letters received today

0lid Relander





