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Prisoner Txchance: Policey War of “ebe’ ion, Series II,Vol.VII

Headquarters Georgiq Rese ves, Macon, ~a., “eptember 9,1864
Hon, Tames A. Seddon, Secre aryof War, Richmond, Va.
iy Degar Sir:
¥ was gratified to learafrom your letter that you
fully concurred inthe necessity of an e xchange of prisconers. The wore I
reflect upon 1t the more important do L regard the necessity of effecting
an exchan-~e upon terms that can be got.
i yenture tb make another sugrestion in the event the Yankees
refuse tcexchanre at all.
Lt i3 this:To find out all the prisoners (who are~orivapes) who &are
op: 0s6d to Lkincoln, and to parole ikax and send them home at the s ame tivé
adiressing a com unicstion throursh Quld to the'l rmxzemmazdif8goqoa0fsdsanyCo
commissloner of exchange saying that as they had attempted tod eceive their
people with the statement that we wguld not agree to a fair exchange,
.we send these prisoners home on parole as practicsl evidence of our
w'ghes and views about an ¢ Xchinre,
hg the Yankees have at different times forwnrded our prisoners without
notice oragreement they cannot complain or take excebtion to our
doing the mmam same thing., By this covrse we accomplish at least
three things: First, we get clear - f ?eediﬂg and guarding that many
prisoners; second we give that ranr votes and influence acainst
L'ncoln's election; third, we shcw the Yankee peonle that Lincoln !s
refising to exchange for politicual purposes, and that, [ think, Wll
fcllow,
“ith proper efforts the rigat kind of nrisoners could be selected. Only
be sure to let no more officers be exchanged. They should be held as hostages
for good ‘treatment of cur prisoners. L write in haste tosend by private

Lawda hnt w 11 add that the feeli:g in the arm’ andcountry is improving.



September 13, 1864
lo dolo;el ould for his consideration and remarks, J.;,S, Secretary
Second indoweement: Pespectfully retumedto the Honorable Secretary of
idr, Hy view of the matter s thit we had better send of f disabled men
and thcse whose term of gervice has explred to the extent of the
rewaining unexchanged iicksburg men .

doubt the pollcy of mam going further.

:he Yankees will force the mén wha 9 term of Service has unexpiraed
intc the fleld, regardless of eny parole whth they may give. ?hay
have do.s 8o heretoforse, Tf we send more than the ;Lcksburm capture
1t will tend to weaken the pressure which is now bearing upon Lincoln,
87d which - doubt meiknot will force him very soon l11to an exchange,
I fulty agree as to'he policyof retaining officers, except d's=bled,
Very much dep;ndé ipon our holding on tothis policy.
RO Oulad
agent for exchange
Thrad 1 dorsement

For conference with the rresident

J.S.A. secretary,

e +

Feadquarters #rmy of ‘ennesses

: _ In the £

teld, Septemberll, 1864
Maj.“en. d,T, Sherman, Commnanding U,S, Forces:

.S!r: I had the honor on the 8th instant to procose to you &n
exchan e Qf rrisoners, o ficers and en captursd byboth armies siace
commencement of =muxxarR the present comoa‘gne. On the s ame day you
answered ny comuunicat ons stating that vo a ccept my offer to exehange
prisoners of war ia hend atthis moment. *here being no condition atta.hed

to thoacceptance on yo.r part. of my offer to exchange prisoners I
regarded it as obligatory to the extent of the number of nrianneme
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represented by you te be within vour jurisd'ct!con.

Ay theo meoting on the 9th Instant between our respecti-e staflf
¢ ficers, MNaj, J.B. Tustis, assistant ad’utant-zenersl andlieut. Yol,
v, Warner, Iinspector reneral, iﬁtended to arrange suchpreliminaries
as the time and pluce of deliverinﬁ etc. a communieontion was recei-ed
" from you renderin:, rerret to Inform you, €n exéhange of prisoners
impossible.. |

Your refusal to recolve 1In exchange your soldiers , belonging to

regime%ts whze times are out end whe ha e boen dis ch'r ged disclos«s a
fixed purpse on the part of ¥ur fovernment to doom to hopless captivity
those prisoners whose terms of service hava ex ired or will soon exp’re,

The new principle wh ch yo seek to interpolatc upon the cabtel of our
resp ctive goﬁernme}ts , A8 ﬁeil as upon the. laws and customs of war, will
not be sancﬁioned b me.

A11 captives te en in war who owe no oblipstions to the coptors must

stand upon'the same equal footing,
L

duties or oglibations on the kO0x@x0mfxGuiykzs captors.

he duration of the'r terma of service cen certainly im ose no

The volunteer cf & day and the conscript of the war who may he
coptired in war aro equel y subject to all of the burdens and equally
entitled to all of he rizhts secured by the lam of nat ions. Thils
'principle ig distinctly concrded in the catel entercd into by our

rasps ctive =

overnments and is sunctioned by resson, justice and the
public law of 211 civilized nations, My offer to ex-rhanze the prisoners
captured durins th's camm ign precludes any intention on my part ih the
delivery to discriminate betw en your rr !soners, as al’ would 'sve becn
delivered, and even had it been intended, this discorimination bet.een

your men whose term of servise had and had ot expired, would hawe been

impossible and could not have been effscted, as 1 had no
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means ‘- bf ascertaining what proportion of your men were entitled to their
dis charge. _
Lonr avowal that this class of “o'r so’dlers m 11 ot be exchanged
but will be rewarded by the sufferines and pr ivations 1 cident to military
imprisonment, becesuse thekr boldness and coursge subiected them to
captnre,although their term of service had neérly expirad, is deeply
rogrotted by xmx mo as I share the earnect desive of my 2riscnsrs held

by both parties, Permit me , as I share the ea-nest desire of wmy

government to release from nrolonged confimement the lar-e numher of

srisoners held by both parties, )

Permit me to hope that th's declered policy of - cur government
will be reconsidered, as it is unjustly oppressive to those whom the
hwagards o militery se vice have rendered prisoners, and is violati-e
of the well understéod obligétions agsumed by ¢ Uovernment tow rd
those who a6 enlisted 1In its service,

#g was proper L nctifed my Government of mv offer to you to effect an

exchanre of nrisoners captured duringpths comraign, mad =10t oh“y
was -my gction anroved, but my Yavernmont placed at =y entire disramal
Ag0d dmmec@adéd for ‘= edlate exchange man for man, all the prisoners of
Anderscnvilles, ‘

1 havo the "onor to renew my offor to exchange risoners ss

preposed in my first com unication, and remain,
You obedient servart

J.B, v o0od, generul

n. 808

Hiqrs, Military Division of the Mississippl, In the Field,
Atlanta, September 12, 1864 |
General J.B. Hood, commandinz *rmy of Yennessee

Yeneral: I have yours of today., You ask d to e Xchan-e prisoners and
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1 consented, as: "ar as those whi!ch rcmained in my hends here ancd th’'s
side of Chattanooga,
These I will exchange in the.man er I have stated and not otherwise.
#s you could not kno: those of our men whose terms have expired,
T aut)ar ized Colonel "arner tos ay I would receive any number taken of th 1§
army between certalin dates, say the laest 2,00, or in anT other
single period, b@t as a matter of business T offered terms that could not

be nmisunder:tood,

You have not answe-ed my proposition as to the men captured in “tlanta
who are soldlers of tho “onfederate Army detalled to extra duty in the
shops.

I think . understand the 1 ws of civilized wm® nations and icustoms of
war,"” but 1f a' a loss at eny time I know where to seek informst ion to
refresh my memory. If you wlll give our prisoners at Anderson's (cq)

a 1ittle mre elbow rorm and liberty to meke onwt of -the abundant timber
shelters lor khsmmxlazx themsslees, maxwime as also a fair allowance of
food to enable them to live in health, they will ask nothing
more until such time as we will provide for them.

- am , W th respect*, vorrobedient servant

4, T, Sheman

Ma jor-"eneral , Commanding
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Johnson's Island

War of BHebellion, Series IT, Vol. VII

Headqurs. U,S, Forces, Johnson's Island and Sandusky,

Jobnson's lIsland, Ohio, “eptember 11, 1864

Capt. Jolm Lewis, actin~ assistant adjutant-ceneral

Captein: Below T h we the honor t- submit Sunday mornin- repobt
on the condition of the prison and prisoners,

The grounds of the prison and 1ncloaure are not as clean (in)
condition as usual on ac ownt of the trensfer of cookine and messing of the
prisoners to the '8 w mess-halls and kitchens which t ook place so late in
fhe week tha there was not time to thorouchly po ice, -

fhe old fffficulty,metting the quarters sufficiently policed, still
exists ir some of Y ¢ blocks, In some of them nothin: short of cutting
off priv le-es or allowances will induce the occupants to k eep them
clean, ?ha sinke are in roodorder, The wagon ronsds sre being 1mprom§d
by throwing up the earth andputting on a 1aye{ of 11 estone, the
whole covered by gravel from the beach,

e walks 7also are veing 4improved,. *he san itary condition of the
prisoners continues excellent, '‘Whole numbercf prisoners :s 2,560; number
in h s 1t71 53; kst return 2,560. numher of deaths s!nce last report
le

The difficulty .that some wounded and one-limbed prisoners
experience in getting tc and from the mess-halls induces me to
recom end ‘that one mf or two small messes be permi' ted to cook and eat
at thetr quarters, [ would agai most urzently recommend that some way
be provided to sep: rate those prisonem who have made apnlication to
take the amnesity oath from the rgst. "he most feasible plan, 'n my
-opinion, 7ould be to erect a small buildiang within the inclosure

suarrounded by a line of stakes beyond which neither clasa of ~risoners
woulc be &l lowed to pass. %A . Scovill, lleut col. 128th Chio,supt of prison



[p3)

War of “ebellion, Series II, Yol VII

Johnson's Island

Johnson '8 lsland, Ohio, Sep' 12,1864 HMilitary Prison
“ol; "{1liam Hoffmen, comissary-general of Prisoners, present?
colonel: T would -espectful'y ask on the part of the prisoners that the
prison sutler be permitted to sel’ to us cendles end lamo olil and
brooms ,
*here are many rriséﬁers at times sick end confined to their rooms , as
the hospitel is not large enough té a ccommodate all, and‘since they
have no means of »rocuring lirhts it is impossible to mdmXk administer
medicines etce <The brooms are much needed for police purposés.
I am colonel, yoircbedient servent
Brigedier-CGenaral, frogsisional Army, C+S,, Prisoner of war.
' wm, T, P,Besall,
Teadqqa“tﬂns Jstmzen® T.2., Ferces Jonhnso,_ s Island and Sandusky
johnson's island, Sgptember 12,1864
Ap-roved and respesctfully forwarded
Under preo ent regilations it seoms that -risoners are deprived of
lights unless the combustible material and lemps Em& or
candlesticks are brought from beyond the lines. ~gide from the
ordinary use of lightéin the dvening, in case of sickness in.tha quarters,
lights would be very necessary. :

Charles v, H-1l, colonel,commanding posts.
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Prisoners: Left rs and mall

Headquarter: Fort Pelaware, pel, Sept, 1B ,1864

“ol, William Heffmsn , U,S. Army, bommmatsaary-General of Ppisoners,

. mwashington D, , |

Colonel: I, rep'y to your communication of the9th instant I inclose &true

coples of my orders in regard to corres;oadch:e concern.ng irebel prisonsrs
I found it impossibleA Lo permit them to write tc everybody as ey

pleased for the reason t hat four clerks in the post-office'CO*ld 10t

have rerd 2,000 letters a day which at that time waes the general averape,

a2d even now there are (with the restriction) sever 1l th mand

letiers unread,

“nothe reason for this restriction !s thet they found out the 1ames
of notorlous rebel sympathizers Lo whom hu-dreds of let-ers of notorious
rebel svmpathizers to vhom hundreds of letiers were &ux dally
direc‘<d asking for assistant. I am etlc.

. &, Schoepfl,

Brigadier—uaneyal comanding .

Special Orders !o., 296 Hdgrs, Fort Delawa e, Del, dug 26,1864
#11 prisoner §f war letters must hereafter be limited to ten lines

of ordinary letter or:note paper;must be legibly whkitten and
confiined strictly to family matters, “11 letterz ex eeding this
1lim't will be d=stroyed. By com and o Brig. “en A. Schoesf,
u'eo. W. Ahl, ceppuin and acting ad jutant-rene _al
Svecial Qrders 261 )
o..Hereafter no le' ers from prisomrs at this post will be forwerded

excepting v ose uri tem to a father, moth.r, sister, brother, wife, son

or daughter, by Y mmand of Br:ig, Gen A, Schoepf, Coo. i ahl;
captaln and acting assistant adjuntant-general ,
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Prisoners Cookiﬁg facilities f\_
War of Rebellion, Series II, Vol. VII i
Washi-gton, Sept. 14,1864, Col. William P, Richardson
Command ing Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio.
Colo el: Yourletter of the 8th instant sinclosing a report of ths
weekly inspectlon of .the prison by “Yaptain Parker, is received.
As it is not ocntemplated to cook provisions for prisoners of war
-in any other way then by bolling; ranges ard cooking stoves which
are calculated to roast'and cook in other ways, at considerable extra
expense, cannot be allowed.

The Yarmer boilers » wh ch you pronounce worthless, have been very
successfully introduced into all the prison camps except Chase, and
many of the general hospitals, and they must now be tried at Camp
“hase. They have been recently provided f or Camp Morton » and Colonel
Stevens reports them a complete success, paying for themselves
by the s ving of wocd the first month.

1 hove severaltimes ordered their use at Camp bhase, but always
without success, This time I hope to be more successful . fhe 120~
gallon size is found to be the wost convenient, though some of smaller

8ize maybe required in each kitchen.

Several are place: in & row,their pipes leading into a large kzxtzsha
horizontal one, which 's connected « !th a larse vertical pipe, which
carries the smoke through the roof. booking of baking in small
messes cannot be any longer aliowed,

How is ?our baking done, by contract, or Wave you bake ovens?

w, #Hoffman, Colonel ‘hird Infantry “om issionary General of Prisoners,
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Jo nson.9 “sisnd: (Flot to overthrow)

“.p of Rebellio , Yol TIX, Series VII
washin -ton D.7,, “etemmbrr 21,1864
Col, C.™w., HIll, comrandn-, J-hnson's Island, Sandusky,Ohio
Colonel: Your t-lecram of last evening reporting the canture of stesmers
“glané “ueen and Parsons by a comrany of S-tthern rebels from Canada is

recelved,

An event of this oharacter should have heen repnrted to this of fice by
teliorom kmuaeisx Imnediately on its occurrence , so that such steps
might beteen In the ecaze as might be decmed adviseble., Tereafter
give nme the eér iest information of anv such raid or anv rumor
of preparations for such an undertaking that may reach you,

You aré.authwriZGd to permit the sutler tu sell céudles or oil to
prisoners of war, but the nse of them at 1;ght fer 1lights must not be
permitfed bsyowé 9 o'clock except in caseg of sickness , when, on the
recommendut ton of the surgeons, you may exﬁénd tne ;rivilépe at your
d*s retion. Brooms may also be sold to prisoners,

M, Hnlfman, colonel third infantry and

comigsary-genernl of prisonors,

Johnson's lsldnd, September20,1864
O e L e aa s et Wb ban s en Tl Columbus, Ohio
Lare yesterday, on 3uspicion, .ith my acdvise, “Yaptain Yerter of the U.S.S.
Michizan arrested “ple at Yanduskye. He was the principal agent of the /
rebels on this sides “isclosed the ﬁ ole plobt, s howing that the men wer
to come in on dif*erent trains .-at “endsky last e vening, andw th boats
capture the “ichigan and attack this post, .
+ placed men at Pandusky and searched each train on arrival. (ole

implicat d Staniey, Broun, “iliiams, Mor 1ck, Strain end

S

losenthal, citizens of “andusky, to s ome extend, lc an't say how far,



Y the Airection of “apfaandSiesaads 0pOoYe8tomanetal the
com:a der-of the jjlchigan 1 hand d thelirnanes fc xhe flaptain Steiner,
provost marshal, fle arrested them, smadI now have them in charve.

‘he Michiran left on a crulse outside at daylight this
morning: will probab’y he bacl soon unless ghe cmets fairly in chase, 1T
scroundrels come this way, even in the absence 9f the ichigan, I will
give a good account of them, but wish [ had all my dotachment back,

_ Hill, colonel ccm-andfng

(September 20,1884--For correspondence recarding capture of stramers
on —ake Lrie and attemntedrelecse of L,9, priéoners on J-hnson_ o
Island, not herein nubl shed, see Series I, V01. XXX IX, fart 11, p. 436

gt 96Qq.
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Jo'nson's Island-=P lot to overthrow
War of Rebellion, Series 1I, Vol VII.

‘orontom , Canada West, September 22,1864 :
Colonel Hill, comnandant of post, Johnso:qs +sland, oh’o
Sip: vWe huve just lezraed tha- Capt,. Charles 11, Cole, an escaped
prisorsr, has been arredted by the ﬁilitarr authorities ofyour post and
that he is to be tried on the charge of bel g a Spye | - @
sg agents and commissioners of the Confederate States'we orotest against
his trial on this charge., Aé.a.prisoner, tiewas b rought iﬂ%o your lines
against his #ill. 8ince his s3scape f rom prison he has never been able to
return to his own crudtry; therefore hne was 1eg1t1matelyAwhere he «as found
and ¢ aken. ‘retever designs he may have concelved he had done nothing
whatever in 1iolLtiqh’cf the la. of nations, of any law of the tmited
States nor regulations of th Anhy. Lt would be contrry to every principle
of law , either wublic, ccmmon, civil or statutory to punish him for
his designs or'purposes prbvided e nad carriednone of them into execution
on the hy~othcsis that you have reaéon tobelieve he contemplated an act
of viol@nce. if he fail to carry 1t out or make any & tempt
100&1 & to thet end he cantot au»@dg surely be adjuged gui’ty of anv cffense,
If yo proceed to oxtrcmeties w.th gapta’- Cole,we foel wmxsh it
out duty to call on the aunthorities of *he Yonfederate st tes to adont

¥

measures of retellat on, if Tou cfin justly condemn “antain Cole as a
. J -

m

82y, e very soldier and officer oi' the United “tates cauﬁht.ﬁithin

the lines of the armies and liniis of theConfederate Statos would be
Aﬁried and condemned as spies, e ad=mit ~our right to return him to
prison as a recaptured prisoner but any ether punishment would bo, 1in
our jud;iment, é;ai 8t justice and publlic law, L7 any Importance 1is
attached ¢ his “Heing within your lines without wearing his uniform,

the circumgtances which surrcunded him as an escaped prisoner will

readlly explain the reason of its hbsence., He had no uniform to wear.



He did, however, chamze his name, which is usual in such cases/ He has
conducted himself with the boldness courapms and frankness of a true
gsoldier in nll his associntiona. He deservaes the fate of none other,

"¢ are colonel etc, J. Thompson, “.0, Clay Jr.

Toronto, “Yanada "est, September 22,1864
His *xcellency Jofferscn Davis
Sir: Some tiite since Charles Ii. Cple, “Yaptain C.S, Army snd alsc &
lieutenant in the Navy was sent to reconnoiter the position of‘the war
steamer Michigan and ascertain . hether 1t was possihle to capture her.

Olep Hé found her lying opposite gandusky jusrding Johnson‘s +gland,

lig conceived a nd perfected a plan for her capture, “he scheme was
adn’rably laid, and prom.sed success ard the gravest consequences--t'e
release of the prisoners and their re turn to the Confede ate States.

A few'hpnrs e ore the consummation of £ he plan, b some tresachery
he became suspected and-was arrested,which defested the execution of his
design, He 18 now held .as a prisoner and we are 1 fdrmed that he 1s
chargec with beln: & spy, and a trial has been awarded hin by a court=-
martial,’ |

Captain Cole is an sscuped prisoner, and having never returned to his
own country since his ecczpe .as legit!mately within the enemey's
liiesa

“"hatever may 'ave b ¢n 1's designs, he  as vioiated no law or

regulation of the enemy. Onthe cntrary he was popular with the offiocers
of the boat and of the island., “e think the Government shopld interpose
for his release. On the priancipal by woich he would be considered a spy
every soldier or officer of the federal ~Army within our ter itory crn be
so considered.He is a brave,trus man, & z00d officer and every way

worthy the sp cial protection of the Governmént..."e hope you will
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do all that can be done for h's protection, eithe in the way of
exchanpge, or, if need be, by wnay of retaliation., On thig subject you are
better judge t'an ourselves,

b has been éctinr in the line of duty with & courage and discretion
that deserves the hirhest commendation. “ith rrett resnect e tc,

J. Thompson, C.C. Cilay Jdr,

first indorscment Octobor 12,1384

Secretary of “ar forattention

Through the commissioner of exchange or otherwise asmay be

indicated 1let all opracticable ~ffor!s be made in behalf of Mr. Cole,

Jeffin Davis,

Colonel Ould Oct 14,1864

It seems clear that t his officer is nct lisble &8s a spy, but is entitled
to the protection of his éovernment. ‘he enternrise was a

legitimate one, and the release of our prigsom rs c uld not be looked
upon a8 other than a laudable object for a gonfederate officer to essay.
4 magnarimous foe would resprct and sdmire him,.

Ygke proper repre oenvatlion Iin the cuse, J.A.S.



Johnson 's Island: Storm

dar of Rebellion, Weries IE_,. Vol VII. p B76

ndgrs. U.S. Fbrces'Johnson's island and ~andusky

Johnson s Islatd, Ohio, Septem ¢~ 25,1884

Lapt. Johm Lewis, acting assistunt adjut nt general

Cartain: I habe the honor to submit herewith my Sunday morning report
of the coaditlion of the prlson and priscners:

On the 1ight of the 234 of September at 3°30 o'clock this island was
visited by the most violent storm of wind and ran ever .nbim in bhis
ng lghborhoode *he damaze to the prison\v:s'the unroofing ofﬁmmo blocks, 4
5 and Qentirely, and one wing of the hospit 1, # very heuvy wind
the whole of the daf following prevented .ork on the roofs,

L5 ay the as nany mén as can be supplied with tools are pushing on
the repairs., *his week will prbhably see everything 1 good shape again, The
prizon fence wa prﬁstra"ed entirely on the northwest side 'and sbout
fifty yards on the southwost sides e balance of the fence ato &, # th
the ex eptlon of 2 small ap made 'y bhe fallingof a troe.The fence Wit
provably he up toaizht aﬁ all he forcet hat cen bé vht. on are at work, |

Up to .he tims of the storm\the police 6? the qurrﬁerazand groaunds was

very good. The s: nks a~2 also In ood ordaer. *he sanitary condition of
the prisoners is as ‘ollows: Thole numbar'of. prisoners 2, 864,
number in ms it 1 51 3 deaths since last report 2; some 10 prisoners
gore morc or less bruised and otherwise injured by the felling of timber,
chimneys etce. but one seriocusl ‘and h;s.onﬁy a severe flesh wound.

E.A. Scovill, lieut col 128%th 2hio Yoi. infy, supt of prisca,
..a3 to damzpe from th tornado anc the time required to repair,.four lerge
trecs were blcdn down in the p ison yard and one of he new |

ress halls was badly canted over...Chearles V., 7ill, colomel com andinge



| Vetooiie VU mras T |

‘Johnsontrg 4g)and
Sefles II, Yo1 111, "ar of FReballlon
Depct of Prlisoners of War, Mea  Sendnsky, Cnio, Oct. 9,18¢4
Uapt. J, 7, HQﬂtington; actinz ass 3 tant adjutant-general
“Yaptain; Balow 7 have the ho or Lo subm 't my Synds wmorniig rerort
of the condition of the prison and prisoners, 3&6 éolic@ of the prison
the nast 3éek has not been :ood, solely 'n ;c~ount of the weuther, it
having reined every dsy but one.

1iq nolice of the quarters condinues good. The floors of the mess
~Halls -ave been inbid cordition, and - fear always will be during wetj
weither. Thebuilidings injured by the late storm are ali renaired, with
the exception of a 11ttle mEix work on the chimneys whichcould not be

compieted sooner on account of wint of brick, which conld a0l be obtul

for

red

nearer than Clsveland, T he s11k8 ars in a@s cood condition as the wenther

will allow. Owing to the sickness and desth of VYapt, L., Brooks, assl tant

quartsrraster, thore 'as been a delay in sup lying the prison with
stoves and the prisoners with clothing, ?h;; delay will undoubtedly
be obviated the éomiug week,

e san tary condit ion of thé priscuers is as foliows:VWholes
number of pr lscaers 2,606; number in hoapital 4€; dedb hs since
last xrEEpxk report 1,

., A, Scovill, 1ieut vol 128th ohio Vel,

nfy Superinten 'ent of pris nsl

lleadquarters U.8. Forces
Johnso 's Island and ~andusky , Ohio, Ocx, 9,1864
An roved and resrectfully ferwerded to Col, Wrlliam woffman,
Tvird “nfantry, Us2 . Ar-y, Comnissary=Yenercl of Priscners.

Tho floors of the mess-halls are about six iiches of gravel with a

81l ght admlixture of clay at the top to serve as a cement, The roofs, of

~~ s e~ T Al
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of course leak to some extent and the [risonmers rassing inmmd onut
during a rein=storm of geversl daya! durJt’om of course bring in d amo
mid, which becowes distributed throush the mess-hall, but whlich camnot
be femcved as it m ght be from a wocden floor,

This inconvenience is Inherent and Iis néurrenca will accempany
every atorm and every thai. The difficully aﬁout'the cuartermester
I think reed not exist after tedey , as an ofificer is detalled to
att nd tothat dity.

“has, W, Eill,colonel, commandinge
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Ypisonera: S tustion: Suffering

Series II, Yol ITI, War of Msbelllion
Statesbur:, 5,0, ~tober 12,1254
Dosr Sir: 'ncleosed wou =ill fiad an ac.ount of theterrible suffering o7 ths
van-ee prisoners st ‘lorence, .0,

In the name of all that isholy, is there nothin that can be done to reiijeve
such dreadful sufferin-% Tf such thiigs ere alloed to cortinue they
will most surely draw dcwn soie awful Jud~ient upon our country. it is &
most horr-ible national sin that canach 10 unpnished, - we cunnot
sive them fcbd and shelter, for Gnd's sake parole tlwn and send them
beck to *ankee land, but don't starve the miserable cre:tures to death.

Don't think I have any liking for 'the %mxx Yankee; [ 1ave none, -hose
nenr and dear to me have sufferedto much from t heir tyranny for me to
have anythinc but hatred to them, but I hsve not yet becowre quite brube
en ough to!qnoﬁ\of guch suffering without tryin- %o do somethin:, even
for a Yankee. : ‘f g\

\

Sabing Dismukes

l—

\ = £1 < -
ho vVanlteo Vamp et Florence . ...our nasrty tad charge|of animals of all
i '
sizes, sexes and conditions, fio= the natriarch oF tﬁc terd, whose seamod

and wrinkled front hore the marks of nany a2 bloody hattle to " old orumpie,"

-~

whe bad served "er day at the miiy paili.. . |

?he camo we found full of what wvere once %gman pﬁéngs, but who would
scarcely now be recopniged as such, In a old fleld %itk no inclosure
b-t;the livinz wall of sentincls who ruard them nirﬁ% and dey are several
thousand filthy , diseaued, fax shéa men, «ith no the of reliel except
by deuth, )

A few dirty rags atretched on poles glve scome of them a poor protection

from the hot sun and Yieavy dews.,



2

Al were In rass and bo-efoot-and cw wliage with vermin. s we passed
around tha line of puards I sa one of thebroupght out frem his
migerable bonth , by two of hls comraniona, esndiald unon the ground to

die, He as nearly naked, His companions pulled ''ls ecup o er his fece '

v

and streishbened out '1is limbs, e ‘ore they tumed to letve him he vas deud

A slicrht mow ment of thelirbs and all was overs

*he capt ve was f"esl‘ The com isaary's tent wac napr onge sids

of the sguare an neer L 1 he boel

=
[63]

i

“«

lald upon boards preparstory
to its distribution. This 8ipht ceened to excite the prisoners azs the
smell of blood does the beasts of a nienager’e, 1Aey surged up a9 nesr the
lines as they were allonad, and seemed in tiheir eégerness about to breck
crer. “hile we ware on the ground & xxNX hHe&avy r;:n camé up, and they il
secemeed greatly to enjoy t, coming out a huris n&turaiibhs, opening
their mouths to catch the drops, wi lle one w-uid wash off another with
h's hands and thon receive from him the llke ki‘d office. Wu bers ret
cut &t night and wander teo the neighboring houses Iniquest of food.

From the como of the living we passed tothe cmp of.the dead=-the

hosp'tal; a trans tion #hich remindel me of “atan'a solilcquy:

“hich way I fly s hell; myselfl am hell;
and in the lowest deep, a lower drop,

D21l threanttning o devour me, open wida,

A Te. tents cé red with plne tops, were crowded v th the dyi g and
deadh (35 to 40 dying 4 day) inevery ste:e of corruption, Sore lay
in prostrate helplesuness; srme had crewled under thé s'el vr of the
bushesjosome were rubbing their skeleton limbs, Lwanty or thirty of them
die daily, most of these, as T am informec, of the scipvy.

fhe cerpses lay by.fhe roadside xu walting for t he dead cart, treir

glessy eyes turned to herven, the flies swarm ng In thfir mouths, trelr

bipg toes tied together with a cottons Efing, and their)skeleton arms
: : |
l'}
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folded on their breasts,

~You wonld hardly know Lbem to be men, so sadly do huncer, diseuse
1 "
and wretchednsess chan the human face divine,

- &,

- s 45 g . :
Preseatly came tho carts. "he wers carried o lit tle distance to

trenches dug frr the rprge, e nd tumblec inlike sc mapy dogsy a few
2ine tops sere tivo - uwnon the bodles,a feu shevelsful of dirt and then

haste wes made to open a new ditch for other victims,
e bury ing party «~ore vankees, deteils for the work; an appointment
which ,a2 the serpeant to d me, -they consiicr as & favor, for t hey

get a “ittle move to eat, and enjoy the [resh air,

/

-

hus we saw, at one clance, the tarce greut scourges of manki-d,
war, famine and festllence; anc « turn frombhe spectuble sick at

neart as we reuember thot some of our loved ones may be unda going a

©
I
3
]

-
(5]

I miserv, '

ran's inhumanity to man mekes countless millions mourne

se~e 8,000 more .‘L; be addedbo the r anmber, and #here the ;rov sions
are to cope from fto feed th's multlitude is a ALfficlt yroblem,
“ive thousand vounds of bacoan or 10,00. pcuncs cf bief dat ly gecms
in addition to more urﬁgnt drafts upon her , far beycnd ﬁhe ability

of south Carclina,

Tha nuestion Is:Are we not doling serious in jury to our mwm cause in

kaeping these prisoners to divide with us our scanty rations? Would it

not he batter at oice Lo release txxm them on parcle?
\ \ Ho.anrd

vresvoctfully referred by direction of the THeBad@Jd presi ent to

the Hoiorable Sec eta y o "ar, Burton y, Harrison, primiéte seccr tery.

QYther cndorse . ents)

Att'n called to vel. G,p, Harrison, commanding etc. at Florence,

"This report is sustal ed by that of “aptain Rut‘nerford of_General J

“ardner's staff who recently made m1 insp ction of the -rison,
(see pa ge 1193)



Garnett #ndrews, asslstant ndjutant-pe ecral.
dearquarters, Frorence M1litarry Prlson, Yecember 17,1964
Respectfully returned: Hnward visited Florence when necess ity forced
the removsl of prisoners here without any prenpa  atioh whatever being
made for their proper care or for subsistence, In my op'nion, if one of
those ominous 0O,B' was sent him to epoft to the front there wuld be
no danrer of his excitin- the nerves of ladies and It mipght perheps
go the servi-e some good:
'gmr.; Us amaks mav rest east and quiet ‘1 eference te the treatmwent of
~rigsoners at that prison, for since + assumed comiand, the 10th of
Nectober, 1884, the deaths have decreassd from thirty five to fortw
0% por der to one single den’se which my hosrnital and sextonfs Treport
showg Tor the last twenty=four hours,...and challenge any prison in
the Yonfederacy , taki & evervthing In consl eret ion for healt',
cleanline-s, neat-loockl v prismers, n<at burial grounds etc,
l*ey are xizm glven emrything the “overnment issues to them,

etc,

Jnoes ¥, iverson

~ieutenant ~Uolonel Commanding,





