L™

UNITED STATES
EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of ReclamationBuryarg ngTERQT(_‘TEzp.ﬂN

XATTHA TV LSETIT ATON

BEDEIVE D
DIVISION (F INFORMATION SEP 19 19
19 1339
FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1939, St
= rmenaent--| .- Uce Engingetem

o~ Chisf Clerk ..
-~ Purch, Agent _
Secretery of the Interior Harold L, Ickes todey—

-- Bookkeeper .a
--Files waeo .. ava

recommendation by the Bureau of Keclamation that the payment of $40, 247,77 of
the $55,000 due this year from the Belle Fourche Irrigation District be postponed.

The district, which revpresents the lands of the Belle Fourche Reclemation
project in South Dalzota, has a contract celling for repayment of the construction
costs of the nroject, The extension of time on part of its present instellment
is given under the provisions of reclamation projects relief Act of May 31, 1939,

George O, Sanford, General Supervisor of Operation and Maintenance, who made
the investigation required under the Act, said that the project, which is in the
heart of the Great Plains drought area, had experienced repeated water shortages
since 1933 quc to subnormel rainfall, and that the prospects for 1939 werc un-
favorable, The area which could be irrigated and crovped was greatly reduccd
because of lack of water, while in prior yeaers summer rains had made it nossible
to obtain a much greater total production.

By special action, the district, at its request, was authorized to deliver
weter to those with delinquencies for the years 1929, 1935 and 1936,

The part of the annual pasyment which was extended will become due and pay-

- able in the sixth yeer after the final payment originally scheduled in the con-

tract of the district,



[~

The action teken today in cor.cction with the request for relief made b~

the Belle Fourche Irrigzetion District wrs the first to be telzen wunder tlﬁ’Aot.
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