Click Helander, Z/ 76 3:2
for Mrs, Gossett
“ome day I may do something with the Archer Letters complete, You
are welcome to parts relatin~ to your country, but lstters "reproduoed" a e
poor read:ng. Referrnces , soe times quotes help out.

I muvemany of them to H. Dean Guie for his Bugles in the Yaelley( and
t'e title too), since I belleve as much his tory should re:spread" as
possible,

Archer was James J. Archer, a captain with the 4th Infantry, came out
to the dorthwest after a brealr followin: service in the “ar with " exlico,.
He eventually "ecame commandant at Ft, “imeoe. hxcerpts from letters
while in the ‘alley: (citetion would be @dddddddddddddd@dfer “rcher

L.otters, miorofilm in possession of °1icg Relander) (or merely:
Lamp on the “‘achess River

Archoer, Jdames J, T etters,

oy 8th June, 1358
¥y leua mothers

"...not a tree was to be seen except the winding oorder

of cottonwood and “tanam poplar,

“he next morning we were up at 6 and rale 12 to 14 miles to Col.
“pi ht' camp on.the Naches,i cannot understand how those o ficers
who re a'n al duay lons andevery day in the dusty range manage to bear
1%

“Yarr and [ afteriunch ride out over the h!lls and through valleys, The
first day was eight miles uy the river, We are the on'y ones to ridsé
every 4dar.

“esterday we took a ride down the rivr to a point where we could
see the confluence of the Yachess with the Yalima,

#t the jolint where theriver bre s through its barrier into the
great plain over w ‘ch 't hastens to join the Yaskira stands a high
block of columar basalt, receding at the base so as to form a shallow

cave where rotect-d from the rain and wind we found a large number of
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Indian paintings on the roc @, crudely re; resenting as Tt sup ose the
painter's idea of their dieties,

s ret rned hy the piateau,

“«s.Col "right has been enpared during tkix the week on building a
hridre across the “achess for the transportation of supplies of the troops.,.
It 1s wmnder the charge of 1t, :issel who deserves g eat credit for h's
tas', dcing It In a very scientific manaer with no tools but axes
and no material but green ponular saplings and rope mule halters. it
sesms a 1lttle strange that “issel, one «f the sitizen app intees should

be the one most capable and always selected to perform t!e dutles
appertal ing to the exclusive scientific corpa, He 's also the topographrr,
“@ 11 proa ly cross the Nachess day after tomorrow and will procede at

olce across the W nas to bhe Selah fisherieson the Yal ima. Then no one
axcept uol.Wright, if even he does, has my idea vhere he wil! take us,
Ihe indians who were on the opposite side of the river when I wrote to
“enry shortly after my arrivel and whcse chie had several inter iews
w'th Col. “right suddenly decam;ed after sbout a week since and no
one tnews where they eve dispsrsed, separsted intotheir separate tribes
or if where they Yiave gone cr what t heir purpose !s,

Cel, #right 1 think expects to conclude a peace with them without the

poasr of con uering,

Camr. on “aohes, D th June

1858

Year “annie (His sister)

. he expressman arrived f rom “ol, # right. *e stops here only

long enough to chanpre hls “orse before going on to the Dalles so
that 1 will have time only to send you my love and tell you + am well,

Maj. ?m*natt arriedd a few days since by way of Vancouver and

palles w th Dent and Fletgher's companies which were unable on account
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of the snow -on the mountains to come by the “achess pass,

Col, "r:ght whoseemed deternined to ma'e pence with the indians
had many ‘nterviews w th thelrchiefs in wh'ch they(at least ) those who
came in, ~eschi, “whi and :ias; disclosed themselves for ;ence.

¥pi ay nas fixed upon for a gene- al council. Col. ¥ right had a large

bows * erected for t he councll hut they d'd not return. Tt was understood
trat unless t ey all come in at that time they would be severely dealtk
with,

Yy Yadnesiay Col, Wrirht with all h!s com and excent my com:any ,
Powman 's and “oodruff's crossed the Naches and moved on toward “AnfGxéndie-
Snoqualmie pass, When the exrr-essman left he was m the Yakirma river,

Col, “teptoe, whom r 1lke exceedingly, is in com and of our battalion.

(no signature)

Camp on the ‘acheus River
’ 4th July ,1856
ces esesilo two companies which: joined us about the 15th June
under Maj. Garnett brought up with thenm two wall tents and were
obliged to leave them when thev left with VYol, Wright. 1 huve the
use of one f them during my stay at th's place and “arr has the little
common tent which we had before jointly occupied. fhese two tents 1 have
p laced side 'y s ide and o er and sur-ounded with a bower woven of k willow
branches w th the le ves on, ‘he bower extends about five paces in front
of the tent doors formlng a cool pleasant verandah wh'ch Is our
d ninz roomand rarlor. The whole space enclosed hy the bower 1ls the tent
flo r and 's covered by long grass whi h L 'ave cut and sr-ead. it is
quite as ;retty and cool looking as your best straw mattin-. I have some

furn ture tco, writi g table and setéees made of fokriied sticks driven

into the floor for the dogs and little straight sapplin;s lald across and



nicely fastened in thelr places with strips of barlk,

‘he men have built quite a 'retty 1ittle village of willow wh wyths
thatched with the long grass of whi.ch I ave spoken. fhe wouther

has been-- when we first came up about thelast of May it was very warm
but for the lust two wee:s untll yesterday we ha ¢ worn overcoats

and sat by our fires from sunset antil bedtime. ;oday 't is very

warm, Just lirea fourth of July at home,

+ The last mail brought me two letters from ‘aniie dated, one 17th
and tho othe 1B8th 4 rll bu! postmar: ed both 19th May. As her to be

a little =«ore particular about her dates,

Avug., 16, Canp on the Ya'ima River (ap-arently rfttitas Valle )
deascr tlve, comrarative

"...1 have no:' been hore over two wees. It is much more pleasant

t an t'e cam; on the Yachess whére every wind filled the air with clo ds
of dust, .ere the vbew 1s morebeautiful ,extending for many miles in
every di ect'!on o er a level val ey enclosed within high mou tains,

ihe winds, which here ns at Naches blow almost constantly and with great

force from the direction of fhe snow co ered ridge of the Cascade hange

come to us fresh oer miies of gr:ssy plain without a particle of dust.

ft

Followin: letters regarding Wright on Yaki-a meeting with Indians

' 1Y
(have "right army correspondence on trese)

Lettersthen resarding moving to lo-Pi -Ish Creer (for location
of what became “ort Simcoe)

Letters from Sincoe, Fort Yalles, Portiland etc.
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Fort “imcoe; W.T.
p : 14th Ye t. 1858
My dear moth r:

Everythi g 1s going o rotty moch as usuval, | h ve just
co e in fro- the brook-a out two-mi.es above the post where I have
been attending to the construct’on of a reservolr which !s to suprly
us with ice for he lce house and with water for ir:i:ating the parched
sround and gardens,..

Fort “imcoe, W.T.
lst Yetober 1858
My dear mother:

By the last :rall - received letters from mMary, Nann!e and sister
H.,This nor i ¢ Gur 127t us on a two weels rest to Partland wh ch to us
here is whnt éaltimore used to be to me in “artford.

Our post now, although not one of the bulldings is entirely

fin shed, presents the a» earance of a smart village. L

verybody

is still busy--a few days aro one of the worlren at the reservoir

dam dug out a nuziet of gold worth about ¥20, :here lstraces of gold in
all the streams here but it has not been found in sufficlent quantities

to justify the labor of collecting It..,

{on expedition north)
88 Twi-wi-an Upee #,T,
12th #ug. 1858
My-dear mother:
1 neglected to say in my letter yesterday from the Atanum
that most likely Iwill not hav another op ortunity to send a letter to
the 'wh te settlements” for 40 or 50 da s so w!thout mmxk havine

anything eise to com wnicate I will write again to prevent your v ing

uneasy o5 account of not hearing from me. L have no ay of sending
this that T know of for altho gh we expect o e mall it is expected to be



brought by a man who w!ll remain with us when he arrivesbut it is possible
that some friendly I dlan wili be golng in by whom 1 cun send this and
i take the rrecaution to have it ready for such & chance.

Our march was short, only 10 miles, :hat of tomorrow will be shorter
to the Naches,

“y these three days of marches the men will have been gra ually
broiken in 80 that X« the long march we com-ence on the 4th day will not be
so hard,

“e got 1

got in today at 10 a/m and have spent the day bathing, fish ng and

1 caught -a fine mess of trout, one of them 14 inhhes long. It is now

twilipght and o r mall not yet come,

fGf gctionately J.R.J Archer

Fntimum Creek, 13th
¥aj. Garnett sends an ex ress to ©i.coe this evening, "e are 45 miles
on our way, bei ng slow traveling but we w‘il get along faster today.
Lggt night we wers at “achess river where I spent two months in

the simuer of 56. I will write whenever I have an op ortunity but do, 't

expect to have another.
Yours J.,J. Archer

(#here he spent the summer of 56 was at the location @188 near present
Eschbach park. This was oalled busket fort by the old timers, but

the "r vious references to this would indlcate there was no :fort there."

Perhaps the rock piles to "anchor" the bridge etc. wore mistaken in later

-

1]
years for remains of a fort.'the basket reference may ha'e been

references by !:dians to later settlers, to the willow huts etc. referred

to in the letter?)



I don't think these excernted letters will add much but they do
contain some falrly local information, The Archer letters were copied
several yeurs ago from microfilm and the handwriting is rretty diffienlt,
They sturt be ore the Mexican War and follow throngh to the Pattle of
Atlanta n the Vivil War,with about a year's ommission. it would tal-e
a lot more baci - round, research etc, to put txxx trem into shape and
un.esa pro e ly done would be dull reading, althou-h he was exceptionally
schoiarly for the period.

Place names [ think are a key to history, . hope you are going into
them as thoro' 'hiy as you can, origias”  that 1s, and in time, o uld
11 s Lo com are some notes,

I don't believe XX the area has b en wel! treated with and .
think the “orest “ervice is starting to ohange nares aroudd, without
& 'y authority than they are on the ground flioor, and heaven only knows

where thelr rxmrxam "origins" are r corded for the future,

(Hope you are able to find out something about mushrooms that

wil. result in productive gathering).

Sincerely

CR





