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It 18 not often that a newspaper is able to offer recollections
from the brain of ons whose memory of that newspeper goes back
for nearly 40 ycnri‘.. it, therefore, 1s with great pleasure that
the sditer publishes the following article, ome of twe on esrly
Days of the Times published in the Anniversarieslidition, the
article being :

by Ea rl Westoott ’

In 1900, and fcr more than & decade prior thereto, the plant of
the Visalia Times and its .orroh:bi » the Tulare C:'i_mty Tim,a_,
we re housed in the Rid old Semamm Centennial hall, This,
eonstituting the entire second floor of the brick bullding yet standing,
a sturdy reminder of the days when Visalia stillwas young; was
situated sbout midway om C,urt strest between Mgin and Center and
cornered the alley aeross ﬂqm the Palace Hotel annex, This upper
flocr now 18 a 1odging_ house, '

Centennial hall, VilSII.i.t'a, first ‘kh__oate:".'.:, called by the
old tlmers the "epry house," was built in 1876, the 100th anniversary
of the signing of the deeclaration of indepandencs, whence it
derived its name, , ;

At the eormer of C_urt and Center, where the red brick now
stands, vas the Nilt English 1livery stable which, while boasting a
briek front, was in faet & wooden structure extending from C“urt along
Center to Locust in the rear, Between the stable and the theater
-building proper vas a wide wooden stair leading to the hall above, |

This hall, the lemgth of which was east and west, end with a
level flcor also used for danging, was unique in that the stage
was at one slde rather than gt the end, that being the south :
side atop a smaller buildmg, its second story of frame construction,
at the filny cormer, A fﬂ;r years ago, this seeond story was
removed, leaving the present one=story brick, . -~ "“ 3 {,ﬁ
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It is d:l.ffioult to imagine s more cmplcts fire hazerd than

this theater structure, ensompassed by 1ts various surroundings,

At the one side (under the stage) was a bakery with an oven at

its rear; on the other, the livery stable with 1ts tons of dry hay
and blockelong tinder-like roof, Under the wooden stalrway

we re stackad qum‘titig-l of material of a :tonbusfﬁiblo nature and

in the theater candles, and later ierosene lamps, vere employed as
footlights, with similar illwsinatiou for stage and hall,

MWost fortunnte it was, t ,eﬁmrorc;,m for the mundreds that from
time to time efowded the spasiocus inbterior to applaud the melddramstic
performance of & mwling troupe, the local telent farce or

gay dsncing party, that the fire which fiemdlly did occur=<the Tire
which destroyed the livery stable on the same night the Kaweah
stables on the site of the elvie audltorium were destroyed alscw=
was long after the plece had howm eecased to be used as a theater,
With the fire went the wooden stafrs but b;!r good work of the fire
department, mostly volundeer in those daysy the building was not
Gamaged aorioull:f.

The stero rooms below were rm tm to time muxkmd oseupiad
by a saloon, the Askin olmbing shop, the Loecey undertaling ‘parioms,
the United States land offise, the Tulare Coumty %ltnct company and
numerous others, ‘ ; y

In about 1900, the new Armory Hall, a spaclous structure, had
been erected at the norhh_"'ast corner of c;u-rt and Asequia strects
as s combinatlon thoub?r and headquarters for Company E, the militias
campany then ovganised, and with its eampletion Centennial hall as a

theater ceascd to exist, - mor e
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Armory Hall in turn pessed on srfew ryexpxrRgT reeently after
having been remodeled as a theater and later abendoned, It has
been torn down and e gasoline service station jo oecupics the
.éamar.

Vihen Centennial hall went Fdark" as a thester the Times moved
in and the place which has so oftenm resounded to the music of
the polka, lancers sehottish end quadrille, new re=schosd to the
clack clack of the spiek and span new Smith ?rmgr double decked
typewvritor whieh the new owner had installed, the impaet of mallet
on wooden block as the type im the :g‘crma was leveled into place and
the elatter and maffled thud of the flat-bed Canpbell preas,

The now vwner wes Ben 1}, Maddox who arrfed im Visslla in the f£all
of 1890, resigning his position in San Franciseo as clerk of the
California state supreme court Lo beeoms the new editor and
proprietor of one of the best and most widely reed weeklies (the
dally did not make 1ts appearance until several years lo.t‘.r) in that
part of the s tate, - ‘--

A democratic pesper in a_._,pro_dmimtoly demoeratic emmt;y-,
it wvas, in the old mnventiﬂﬁ: :iyl, a potent force for many years
in the afrl.irs'and forh_:m-a of that party.

In 1890, however, the equipment of the plant was mt._m‘n to
brag sbout as may be noted from the aceompanying photaﬁgnph?. Several
rows of type eases (the type was set by hand im those days), the

stonos where the type was assembled in the form,s a medium
slzed job press, some tables and stools and the flat bed preass,
together with the usual print shop miseellany, canprised the bulk of
. the plant equipment,
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Pa rtitioned off the main room at the head of the stalr ém
first the room of the eity e ditor (a courtesy term epplied ta '
the sole reporter) in th persons for several yoars of R,E. Johnston,
later a history teacher in the Visalls high sehool, and afterward
by W,N, Barnes, the latter a dimimitive individual with white hair
and whlskers but exseedingly ective and with a most exsellent "nose
 for news," i _

The sole .qu;lmt of the city aditpr' 8 rotm was a teble, usually
littered with exechanges, a cushioned chelr, its seat very low so that
its oecupsnt's feet might reach the floor, an ugly and very smelly
paste pot, a stack of copy paper and an enocrmcus pair of shears,

To the above, during tho-s, rare instances when 1t as not
festooned from its ﬁncr'l mouth, eould bve sdded an anclent and
exeeedingly black corn eob pipe and the combimed odor of paste pot
and pipe, par'ticuhr}y in the presence of en over heated bese burner

in an adjacent room, were saloulated to maie even the bravtes turn
& pals, ' :

Barnes, an old timer, and himself the former pmpﬁotor.of a
coumtry newspaper, Imew 211 the other old timers and soms of his
eommonta on how the wheat erop was doing §t Poplar oi- Dutch Corners
(1t was mostly dry farming in those days), how many sheep were being
grazed by Henry Quinn at Reg Guleh_, the quantity of timber being
logged at Dillon's mill sbove lilo, and the prospeciive harvest of
prunes and peashes in neerby orchards, as evidenced by sprays
of blossoms or fruit brought im for editorial inspection by
proud rump, uay be read in "Forty Years Ago Today" in the Visalia
'I‘ims-ﬂ.lh’ i
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Passing through this rcom, one ontorod- the sanetwum sanetorum,
eceupied by the editor and propr!.ew, and which was also bry way
of being the headtmurtara of the veckkeeper, the busineu_, advertising
and job departmente s well as the central working roint for the
subscripiion aéli—.citor,. mailer, sveiety editor, oceastonal ﬁo-t
and Wrnl}. roustabout, all of which positions in 1900 and for vears
thereafter, were filled with more or less dipnity and grace by
the x£ writer of .thi_s. aerticle, ; '

'B'emem times, when not otherwize med— there were a&nr’ciumn
to write, proof to rotd., Job woric to deliver ana always on I’Imruday,
the mailing of the nine~coiunmm blanketesheet weekly-~the names of its
many hundred, mostly ocut-ef-town mbaorib_ers, to pe stamped out on
the anclent lustang -milar-?md an Ssturdays the ineviteble eollection
of the 10-cent weekly subseription priee of the daily paper,

In later years, when the plant afforded 1ts first linotype there also
was the oceasional night work of "setting" briefs and transeripts,

But to got back to the "fromt" offieces:

There was wore fumiture here, Besides the d.n]: of the
bookkeeper there was a safe, ra c ks of newspaper files, an
extra ehalr or two for v:u:i.torl and the high basked and Pigeon=holed
desk of the edit tor on wnich/tha typowr#ter .and the inevitable paste
pot and shears, A dpor opened into the big ram—-tho-'-_‘]ob and
composing roocm-~whieh, with the exception of the stage s occupied
the remalnder of the plant headgquarters,

The stage wes surmdunted by a low pz'uuniun, rsmind:t‘ul -of
more colorful Jays, but gone were curtaia, tomtorl, drops and
footlights and the place ﬁaiuh hnd onece merxrily resounded to popular
song and the elatter of the elog, was now relegated to the lowly
position of stock room,
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Reh. Pereival, the sandy~hsird and red-complexioned foreman,
and Arthur melt%ﬂ, the slow ncwing office Taevil," constituted in
those days the entire somposing and job roam force, The former,
e rriving in 1890 with the advent pf the news proprietorship, was &
printer of parts who coizld set nlax, malre up the newspeper and turn out
mor® and better jocb work than almost any other journeyman in that
part of the state but he wms possesssdd of a hairetrigger terper
that was muostly on edge,
This charmcteristic while a gource of mueh irritation to
fellow m@loyess,—. was, 80 far es the establlishment wes eoncerned, not an
unmixed blo-s-ning; fgr the madder he got the faster he worked, .
Like Percivel, Pmti.ol had been on the paper a number of years,
Xg2Plodding and methodical, he usually did his work \nll, but there
was no escaping the blistering tongue of the florid foreman whose
rage welled mightily if the "kid" pled a take or squirted gasolime
over a u:n?ea-sly leid bYobaceo pouchs
Aqysc, Arthur wae slow, a fault the quick-motioned Percivel never
eould condouss Then, tco, the "devil" is by newspsper tradition of
long standing the designated person to "take 1t out on" if things
go wronge. With the foreman something was usuelly going wremg and
in this respect, at lsast, he believed in upholding the traditlons of
the oraft, :
In marked contrast to knwsm the characteristics and general
demeaner of hls foreman, Ben M, Naddox, the editor and pmpﬂotm-r,;,_
was an affeble, even tempered individual--not that he eould not -?pn_k
ineisevely when the occasicn demanded-~given little to eritieism, a keen
analyst of world affairs, Imew & jood story and could write a good editor

nore
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Astute in political ways, pgsu‘uod of an engaging porsom:].it-;
and an unaffected laugh that could, at the elimax of a good story,
Le heard the length of the block, Maddox by vir tue of these qualities
and the influence he cammded as editor of the Times--always hewing stri
to party lines, peraded the virbtues of the pa rty candidates before
e nct too critlcal najority, while rattiing the bones of the oppesition=«
came to be looked up to as the leader of the perty inm the countys

As to tho charge of ‘the Delta, the republicen sheet published
then on the lower fleor of the brick buildingvhere Bucluaen and
Hite_.oll pow are houssed, and the leading exponent of thltfaith in the
county, that Maddox was in fact the democrstic "boss™, he had little
to say, Prominent in civie affeirs, unselfishly devoting much of his-
time %o the commnity gocd, the fact that his leadership extended
into the realn of politics carried with 1t iittle epprchbrium in a
commund ty where the life of overy eandldate was an open book and the
proesdure whersby the nominetion was effected, scarcely less 80

Those were the golden days of Ehe toreh light processions, rousin
political nestings, md llinging ané violent tirades in the publie
press, All the villainles that a eandidate had cormi tted=-or night
with reasomsble cerfeinty have ecommitted--were consistently alred
in the opﬁoaitic:n paper, and found a mmﬁ.@nt echo in the dmnkcn
brawls that were of frecuent déccurrence in one or more of the town's
18 saloons, '

During this period the populist sun rose a nd set on the
polftical horizon and Eherpsxitex thcovgh pnrbisa ndight f‘uru in
national affeirs, in Visalia and environs, there was & well=defined
clesevage, and the "pops" were guite cordielly hated by members of
both old parties,
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Geor;e We Stewart, later register of the local United States
land office, was then editor aud proprietor of the Deita which like
the Times boasted a weekly subnrip'f'bion iist of some magnitude,

A porson of ‘aterling, character, fiﬂe \peraomiity an® a good editorial
writer, he had for clity editor Ham $tmrb and for a mmber of
years Clarence B, Lilly f’or his for'epn. }

Later in the 1880'as, Alonze r!elﬁllo Doty bought into the paper,
pa rtly at least by the sontribution of 3 linotype of the sarliest
vintage, the first mechine of moedern uzsqi to be installed in = newspaper
olfice in this part of the stato, 'I ‘

One February 22, 1892, after rﬂ.}or pﬁpumiﬁien and arrangement
by the prop rietors of boin puperl, apppamd the .tiz?nb fsaues of the
Visalis Daily Times and the Visells dorp.tng Dalhk, which were
thereupon published cont;nmxcusly and without} mmmw:ion untill the
merger mfxika on lMarch 1, 1928 of the Times émd- Del;i into the
Visalia Times«Delta, ‘ i b

Aftor the instellation of tho 1inotypo at the de‘!.ta, an

a rrangement was effeecfed whereby the Times made day-}:m use of
the maehine with Franlk 7. .Rerton as the eperv’s}qlr:. ‘I

. i -\'\
Editor's note: ‘nmother arficle ttlli.n&\ the oaz‘HZL; deys of the
Visalie dnilies, also by Mr, Westeott uppears :!.h\ 8 nearby &rtick
'Gf the Anniverssries Lditlon, ‘\'

# A "
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, | '
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.In a nearby article, conduct of the Visalia weeklies in the
early 1890's is recalled, The following diacusses the
early days of the dailies and also was prepared

by Earl Westcott

Heither Visalla newspaper at the time they became dailies
on February 22, 1892,was much to look at if judged from modern
standards, =sE both the Times and Delta being four page,
five column ahee"bl;, set 13 ems to the columm, w ith I'.I.DJIBI‘OI;S
ads and a modicum of news, but these newspapers were &s good
as could be rensoﬁbly expected in a town of a scant 2000
popuiatio;n and with a pair of scirrorsf for use in lieun
of the much later telegraphlc services

During the many years of the contemporaneous incuwmbencles of
Ben M, Maddox and George Stewart as editors respective ‘o-f the
Times and Delta, things were serene as editorials go, even
during one of the hotteat pelitlcal campalgns of that period.

The democratic convention met in Chiesgo in July, 18964 Bryan
made his famous "Cross of Gold" speech and the ‘democratic party
became cormittedto a platform calling fdr the free and unlimited
coimgo of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1, ILater in the same
month, the populist convention was held in St, Louls and ﬁ
% similar platform was drafted, The republican hed been held
previously in J ne, also in St, Louls, and had declared for a |
contimation of the gold standarde

Political flareups between the rival newspapers were usual,
of course, bui such po-raomlitias as were lndulged in were mostly
of a facebtlous nature, good at best for a laugh and a slap on
the back when the editors met apart from the public page, And,
if the press of one broke down, the other was quick to offer his
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Put when Alonzo lf, Doty pupchased the interest of Stewart and
became the sole proprietor, things began to pop both figuratively
and literally, Doty was a printer and a good one am; thoroughly
conversant with the mechanics of the business but o to the
management of & newspaper and iis editorial policy, he
entertained some rather remarlkable and novel ideas,

‘ As to the management, it was soon apparent that it was his
intention, as @ ickly -n_a possible, to increase the ﬁimtity of
advertising appearing in that jJourngl=ea most laudable
enterprise from e business office point of viewe=but in that
the locel fleld was well covered by both dailies, foreign
advertising was about all that remd ned, and almoét the only
foreign advertisers who coveted space in country dailies
beside the railroads, who were wont at that perlod to swap
passes for ¢olunmn inches, weré the patent medicine mamifacturers,

Those were the golden days of the vendors of all sorts of
concogtions~-a 1little cheap whiskey in a guart of water and
flavored with licorilce, or cascara segrada to give it the
required m edicinal flavof--wu good, w hen at two cents a
- concoction there was added 10 cents worth of advertising, to produce
a $1 bottle in the drug s toree

Therefore, advertising was sol 1iclted but the menufacturers
didn't expect to pay muche=from a guarter to half of the local
tariff and usualliy demanded position at top or bottom of |
column "next to purer reading matterP=-but as i1t came in plate form
requiring no composition, or to be run as three or four line
Wreaders" to be inserted between the personal brevities and requiring
changes only once & month or so==not much work was required of the
printer, ’

more
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Therefore, the proffered advertising was accepted eagerly amd
soon the newspsper reeked with displays of liners extolling
the virtues of lloan's Sovereign Remedy for lagn and Beast, Judd's
Blood Pirifier and Kidney Tone, Koot's Kandied Kapsules for
Dandruff, Asthme and Fgllen Arches, Dr, Jink's Indlan Wild Root
for Liver szplnint (or what have you?), Groan's Liniment,
Bilk'!s Halr Restorer and Consumption 6ura, Pilkint's Potent
Pallets for Pallid Persons and othor wellaivertised and cogent
curatives and sedatives for all the—countleas diseasos and
afflications of wan and beact,

When tﬁkon to task for this eupidity, greed and rapacity
end what not, D ty retalls:ed with a moeling dlatribe of
the Times for its somewhat proflignte.uio-o: boiler plate
(pre=set reading matter of a pseudo news character, jokes,
storles and the like used asg fillers)=-and coined that appelation
which, when referring to the editer of the Tymes, he proceeded to
use with much glee, sometimes linked with scrimony,m of "Boiler

ds
P_.ate Ben,"

. Later the Delta, by reason of 1ts affluence in edvertising matter,
was enlarged to six eolumns and thereafter the Times was much

derided for the sige of 1ts sheet which remalned at five, and In.

the write-up of a pienic in which the Eimes ecitor particlpated,

the Delta related that the size of the pppositlon paper was so small
that entire sheets wore faknn along as napkinsg -

more
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But it was editorially (if that 1s the proper term to coﬁnote
the matter which usually pessed as such) that D:ty cauged the
most sensation, At the top of the columm on the editorisl
page appeared daily some four "poems" usually of four lines
each, denominated "The Iocal Iyre3™ and, beneath, and under the title
of "usings," were several squibs of mamkry prose, usually of a
very definite loqal character and referencae,

These latter abounded 1n all the way from more or less plthy
and harmless comment to allusions of some Intimacy, suchas
the fact of a popular society bud being seen on the arm of a
desirable bachelor, and what a niceé mateh it would 513 to the
statement that the stork was sald to be hovering_about the habitat
of a prominent young matron and an anncuncement might be expected
at any timee ;

In these modern days of sophlstlc,tion similar remn-rk; might,
perhaps, create little more than a paasing-ripplo-dwo listen to
Walter Hinchell'u Sundey night radio comment of equally personal
matters with casual equanimity—-but back in the gay ninetles
and 1n theearly part of the century, when bodlices were bodices,
whaleboned to the ears, and draaiai were dresses which swept the
pavement, remarks such as these were ratec as almost intolerable
indiscretionse

Some of these remarks resulted in prampt verbal castigatlion
by the outraged husband or sultor, or the ilmmedlate stoppdge of
the paper, DBut,xXbezigkim® in the latter case, the victim
usually subacribed ngnih or borrowed from the neighbors "just to u?o
what this dastardly poltroon 1s going to say nexte"™ A few of the
more grossly outraged punctuated their beratings with fisticuffs
and on these occasions, when the offending editor appeared with a

blackened optic, the fact brought gleeful comment and apparent
approbation from the evening newspapers
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In general, however, cesustic comment and adverse criticlsm
glid off like water from a duck's back, and it was not until the
Times lmpoonéd these morning e_i'fu:-@ona with a dally p'ar-aphruc,.
that they really got under his skine Thus "The Local Lyre"
xgmg became "The Locoed Tiar" and under this appelation appeared
similar doggerely One remembered by the writer as indicative of the
trivial nature and the gyallity of verse ehuraotcristi-n of the
"Lyre™ is here quoted: ‘

The cat and a mouse chased 'round the housey

And then ceme back without 1%,
It was so very funn that A
I thought I'd write about lte

For the prose portion "Husings" was ehanged to"Mussings, "
and the effusions gushed up were composed with merriment and
received by the public with hilarious acclalime

For once Doty was mad==so hot under the collar that he
sald many bltter things, which of course only added to the gusto
with which subsequent "Liars" and _"l;uings" were created,
Finally the Times column died as the force could think of no more
zit ridiculous things with which to annoy the rival editor, but
Doty eould and did and his "Locel Lyre" and "Musings® continued for
e number of years, : i

While Doty undoubtedly was erratic in many ways, he was by
no means devoid of plenty of sound sense, and there were those who
held his newspaper®eccentricities™ to be no more than a
well=studied "bullde=upe" .

-

mere
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At any rate, wh_onf Doty finally sold out and departed he took
.rith him, it is said, a very nice sockfull of coin of the realm,

Early in the century, the Times afforded its first linotype,
It was a proud day, indeed, when the order was plased, but mamy
mating ones intervenmed while the car which tranasported it
was "lost" for a time on some cbsocure middle western siding, .
Finally, however, it reached the Vieallia depot and on the following
Sunday was assignec for dellvery at the plant, It required the
combined efforts of all hands and several lusty loc;_l stevedores
to hoist 1t atop the thoroughly rebraced star, but the feat was
accomplished without accident and it was a still prouder day when
the new linotype, the very latest model, was set up and ready for
use, ’ )

Prﬂ.or thereto, after the arrangement for use of the B:1ta
nachine, all copy had been written in the Times news room, talken
to the Delta for compositlion and the resultan t leaden slugs
we re transported on galleys and on foot back to the T:me-s plant,
many trips each way belng required dallye As this procedure was not
only wasteful of time and effort but placed a rather definite ;
limitation on the amount of matter which could be utiliged, the advent
of the modern type setter ushered in for the Times, it may be said,
& now mechanical eora, Not long afterwards, a six-column newspaper
made its appearancos

liany of the advertisements, however, contimued to be hand set,
‘as portions still are, and the practice was, after the ad had been
run, to encircle the type with several turns of string that 1t might
not pie when slipped onto a ralley to awalt distribution,

more
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| The carrier boys at the time were three in mmbers
Ed T'arrow, son of a well lmown pioneer physician, Dr, E.D. Zaxmus
Farrow; Morley M, laddox, formerly editor of the Times and
present general manager of the Tim-esaﬁcltt and Morning Delta, and
Merk Wilson, (rdclmamed Mike end Mickey), for many years
Southern Paeif:lc agent at Porterville and within rocent months
promoted to/ that company's agent at Bakersfielde

Cosing into the eomposing room somewhat ahead of schedule,
and while "horsing around" gwailting the start of the press,
a galley containing one of those type~wound ads was knocked
from a stone into a heap on the floor, Type ¢of a dozen fonts was
scattered about.asesiimsxefzRf

The irate foremen was on the scene in a jiffy and, purple
with rage, Ed and like were instantly and exploaively fired
but Morley, being the son of the boss, could noi well be, soc
his punishment was regroetfully mitigated to temporary banishment,
coupled with a verbal castigation which soon extended to include -
the e¢ity fathers Tor permltting such a trio of hoydens to roam
unfettered and unchecked, later to t‘ha board of supervisors and the
atate edministration, and finally to the natiomal government
with a few foreign countries thrown in for good measure., However,
as the newspaper must _perforce be delivered, Ed and Mlke had
to be hired back the same afternoone

On October 1, 1903, the Times moved to the Magarian-Bagdoian
building, then being completed on s;uth CY%urt street, It was as
mueh of an undertalking to ease the heavy machinery down the s tair
as 1t had been to hoist the linotyre wup, but the moving was
accomplished without sccident, b

more
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Ben M, Maddoxz, later finding the business of the iit, Wyitney
P over company with which he had become affiliated, requiring his
entiro attention, S.B. Patrick, now deceased, became the editor,
and the writer the news gatherer, which latter position s till .
carried with it the high sounding appelation of ""n-ity editore"
Current Times business mnagoitu were J.3, McPhaill, former
county superintendent of schoolsjy E.E. Barley, Jesse D, Pritchard
and - J.A. Rollins ,
On the Delta, Paul B, Beville, since doceased, and
Fred H, Jones, the latter thereafiaer becoming the mprm m*ioﬁl
head of the Enights of Pythias orderj and, during the temire of
the C urior-.. third local newspaper which blossomed for a time=-
the late Will J, Ward, held correspondin- reportorial posltlons,
and a friendly collmberation existed covering a period
of years, |
The place of single news gathorer Xa on a daily newspaper is not
in all respects a happy one, Charged with sole responsibility
of rilling 80 much gap ing space (the amount depending upon the
quantity of current advertising), it came at times rather a
nerveswracking buciness, The writer at times was, and stlll
cccasionally 1s, mamgzkem heunted in dreams by the seeming
realization that, without. kmowing why, the

news gathering
hours heve slipped bys the time for going to press is near, a d tho
yawning chasms between those long rows of brass column rules remaing
almost entlirely unfilleds..then to awaken in a cold perspirationee.
to lie bac_i: thankful, very thankful, that it wes only a dream,

Bore
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But in the main the chameleon=like news changes from day to
day characterige the reportorial Job as anything but a dull Qnee
Like the country doctor who mst; with equal ndraitnbss, treat all
caseg from tularemie to house maldfs Inee, the jackeofw=sll-trades
reporter must, with like facility, cover every story that "orealks"
and the days when news fonts were gushing were & joy to those
when eﬁon.bﬁttonhaling pedostri;na'fiiled to elicit more thn a few
casual personals, : :

News in the early part of the century was of a somewhat daifferent
charatcer, Before the advent of the movies, those were the folore
ful days of the traveling theatrical troupe--lepitimates they were
called, 3 ERpE although perhaps 1llegitimates might have been the
better ward==and in posgsession of the coveted pass, the reporter

became tho drematlc eritic, Tocal talent Productlions were covered
in detail with abundant pralse for aachnthaapian.

Then there were the Native Sonat amual New Yearts eve
musquerade, with its hundreds of participents and scaréa of prigas; |
the spectaculsr Entre N ous ball of which there have bein none =g of so
elaborate a character before or sincey the Fourth of July
celebrati n with ite mile=long parade, the details requiring & full
page desecription; the political rallies=-the winged words of silver
tongued spellbinders, spoaking in & hunting=bedecked opera house
from a flag. bedraped rostrom to be written up at drametlic lengthy the
deings of the city couneil, together wihh'bhe usual sports, church,
lodge and soclety newse~and that the writer was a speiaty-sditorlof
parts, a perusal of the flowery ascounta.or parties, weddings and balls
with a complete description of candelabra and what the bride wore will
readily diseclose, ;

more



-

Pergonals we 1re very important and no enterprising reporter
would think of missing a trailn, arriving or leaving, and on both
rallroads therem were & dozen or more a day, During that period
e young ledy friemd of ths writer, the teacher of the Lemon Covo
8 chool, was wont on Friday evenings and sometimes oftener, t;
come to town on the Visalia Electric rallroad, then operating
into the citye.

Agter the ltem announcing her arrival had appeared a half
dogen times, Frank Darton, tho hard working linotype operator,
conceived the idea of saving work for himself and of having some
fun at the expense of the writer, The next time, therefore,
the item came to hls keyboard anncuncing the young ledy's advent
in our midst, he inserted after it the letters "tf£," meaning,
in rather ungrammatical newspapsr parlance, "till forbid," and
1ﬁd!.-p_r’cihg that the advertisement, in which connection m it vas
.used, should continue to be published untll stopped by the
advertisers Thereaftery the ltem appeared every day for two
weeks untlil Xsm an exasperated subscriber telephened in to say
‘that he dldn'y mind the young lady coming to town every day bub
to "for Heaven's sake, send lLer home 'occuioml‘ly:i?"

Those were the "good o0ld"™ newspaper days in Visalias, and 1f
there be one who professes Lo believe that they were not more:
colorful and glamorous then the present, let him come forward
or forever after hold his peacas



