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ﬁ;‘iMJ Nez PERCE
4.D. Pamburn notes.. e o e
(Born in 1821) Wi lla waila

«.In the following spring we moved to ®EA Fort Walla Walla now
Wallula (1832) ,he same Boss with hom I wintered at lipose ‘ake was
in charge .
His wanton ard indiscreet conduct provoked the hosfility of the
Ihddans who Irilled a cow herder,a boy of 15 and shot and wainded the
mitdch cowse :lm consequence was only one Indian was admitted into
the fort at a time to trade which only increased their hatred and
hostility amd ke would not do btit have b en killed had he not been
removed. T I1is man and his twin brother were good looking half
breeds, descendants of a member of the li,rth ®merican Fur
canpany. But they lied their lcoks. ‘heywere inhpman, devils incarnate.
The brother especially who is said tolmve put his child on a hot

stove ard bumt it to death because it was crying and

dis turbed his sleepe.

...As heretofore stated the Uolumbia Hiver was densly populated.

44 Wgllula for a mile wac a solid camp with merely spacZ enough

between the lodges to allow a footman to pass. There must have been

several thousand people, all fishing points were as densely
pe onle especilally at the Dalles, “echutes ard Kettle Fg1ls,
. ..In 1853 (35?) snall pox broke out awong the upper C lumbia

L.diansand wt of a Brge tribe the Okinagans only nine survived.

T hese werenpadly disfipured.

The Walls Wallas werg and are still the Brgest trive in the

Columbia basine I clags all who speak the same language as one

tribe. lhe :same language is spoken from Rock lsland to “he Valles and

by the Yakimas and FPalouses.
They were all under me great chief, Pu=-Pu Mux Mux who a p inted
overseers or subvchiefs over each camp, t herewere fSQB@~em=s m=ts MoT

mr recognized as distinct tribes Ell after the war of 1855 to 58,
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2consulted before any steps were taken in any matter of import.

They still nubmber in several thodsands. At least three fourths
of the YaXimas, Yarm Syrings and Umatilla heservaﬁions are ‘Wall: Lgallas
and quite a large number are scatterd in other re servations, Kamiakan's
band are with the Spokanes,some have followed moses whi.e others are
at Lapwai.

In faith they are strong Spiritualists but@E® are extremly super-
gstitious as reéards the lledicine man who knowing his power over the
sim? le minded extorts from them whatever he covets by allusions to same
disastrous esvent toowrtake his victins, insinuating at the same
t ime his power o prevent the disaster....whether it be a
daug{{'er, horse ar blanket. He is a great m!’s chisf maker, as in case of

failure to cure, he generally lays it on some other medicine man
who though innocent likely pays the penalty with his Life.

‘he lNez Perces werenever numerous a s their increase wa3 c hecked
by yeaMly enco nters with the Blackfeet, “ioux ard other tribss on

tke plains..lis language is in formation the same as the Walla
alla., It is bolder and less glutteral armd as far as I have been
able to learn, one is the dialect of the other,

The Cayuse is a branch of the lMoolalets fmolallas) and
originally occupied the country at the heal of th John Yay and
Dechutes river, but in a battle had with the Piutes or “nakes
4h e tribe was dispersed, one portion, Cayuse going north to “alla Valla
valley the other fled southwest into the "iffmnet valley. ‘he

Uguses % entirely lost thelr languags and now speak the Negz Perces

with a mixture of “alla ¥alla, 'i'heyag'eich,'proud and overbesRing

to their ne ighbors, till 1836 when they were nearly exterminated by

the “nakes. it present there is not a pure Yayuse living, many of

them after the murder of Dr. Whitman left their tribe claiming they
w% ot live on bloody land amd joined o ther tri\a('s, the lez

ferces especially. i efamous Joseph was the o fspring of suchs
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Mmodes
"hile A.,B, Meacham was super int endent of Lndian affairs he

determined to visit Smokalie the great dreamer or ==, Prophel

im oster I should say,lieacham hired five inte rpreters and had quite

8 retinue of waiters, and a dozen ar two of the Umatilla resermation
Irdians with the a'vowed:..bject of moving said &OTFEEEER d notorious
5‘% andhis adhercnts to some re servation,

Qn the 11-Leanti--1%he had bgen appraised or our visit and had collected

all the T:diars fromR ock Island to Vhite Bluffs and was valting

ouwr a rival. Ve camped at the f oot of the rapids, as the great

[é b Bt

bluf'f impeded our furtherprogress with wagons .,
That Might Mr. I eacham complained of a severe headache and in a
jzocular way Majar Boyle remarked that ithas %okalie)s cantations or
supernatural ini'luences which brought on the ailmenj'and had no doubt
that contact would increa$e the malady or entirely deprive him of his
reason as similar influences had deprived the interpreter at the agency
of his equanimity.
fle all laughed at the remark but it changed sever ldemeanors of
“egcham who fror tha t moment vas thoughtful and reticment s the reverse
from the farmer talkiveness.
I believe he was @piritualist and f eared the great dreamer,
“he next moming we walked to the vis-avis of Smokalie and were
crossed over in Canoes, Saig noted per sons were prepard to
reccice us. He mad a lodge large enough to contain five hundred
persons. I think major Boyle counted threshundr d and five, e were
ntroduced at one ermd and marched through and opening in the entire
center, sha king hands right and left with bucks, s quaws a nd babes,
It musthave begp occup. ed us fully one hour before we resched the end
of the pavilion vhich was carpehed ard Ffurnished with some chairs,
bunting ami aﬁinited States flag was hung around and otle r ornaments
strewved gbout exhibitng the r ude t aste of t his g real fraud. Wgll, the

upshot o the affair was a short and unava 1ling speech by
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ese0ne of ¥ Wenam's (matilla Chief) sons in a dr%qken

affray killed an Indian, Homlie then themost nd ed chief took

charge of the culprit and as he was destitute,Homli®insisted that

the fhther should pay the fine and if rot paid within a stipulated
time, that hewould send the son tethe hangmsn. Wgnam grumbled and

cai plained atthe enormity of the fine but Homlie wis relentless and he
paid the f iMenotwistarding it left him without a dollar,

The fine was forty% of horses, ten cows and one hundred dollars

in gold.,

Each winter fathe» taught one chief the Lords‘s‘ Prayer,

.:5y the way, thefirst #merican cattle driven over the mountains was
Dy Capt. Fremont, a bull and a cov which my father purchased,
Inte rmarriage between the Cayuses, Nez IeRees and Walla Viallas was
MM& and acted upon..the cief's setting the example and the amity
and coopsration of these tribes are assured (secured) It is through
thes® intermarriges thal Homlie, Young “hief , Joseph and Moses were
cousins and all were head men in their tribes. :"he ne.t aim was to induce
the Pnakes to join the Alliance or League,
But as theyfaere inveteate enemies of the af oresaid trives and
their frequent predatory visits into tie valiey were remunative if not
in scalps inponies and beer. the taskw s difficult,
FFr7—++=o" the others who were educated %lija, a son of
Pu-pu-mix-mux the Bamous “alls YallaChief was sent by Yoctor Whitman
to sane school in the ea st..f_lijia was kil ed by an “merican in
a dispute oveR a captured nule,
Cayouse “Halket came chome on a visit, IF.ollowing spring went back
to finish his education for the church, died rext winter of

consumptiof,
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Meacham wherein he exélaine*the object of mr visit which we had
® sponded to in a short and evasive speech by bmol«:al:te, other talk
by the Uratillas were more to t R point but of &o} availa, so we returneel
as we came, having disbursed a few thowsand of Uncle “am's surplus.
Sane years later, 1877, “en Howard and Qgi atkins
commissioners called a meeting at thevaki ia reseRvatioh
and summoned Smokalie and Moses to alfend. T he object of the

council was the same vhichwas to persvade or compel these two to get

: council
i ntomme reservation. Fwo days, Friday, Satir day the ore=emd was

lept, Smokalie as usual giving evasive answers. Punday was spent in

short lsctwes by Gen 0.0 How=a:d and others. The Indians followsd

who did very wel 1, no doubt Wilbur, the agent,hadprepared them by
previous recitations. ¥ MNonday mornirg,éﬁ!l) Wilbur came to yne
Y% and s tated that they, Howard, ‘;“_gt"-!@?and *-g%ﬁlad

had a consultation aml decided to leave the matter Ro me .

So as $9om & the council met I called “mokalie up, Lwanted no
prevarications, that I wanted a direct and positive PREI yes @ oOP .
NO. He answered I will cane into the reservation as soon as the

white salmon fishing was over vhich would be il?%%]%wo months, but
h is promises slipped his memory as soonas he left the council

ground. (_Lg-t_ik‘)

e.Next marnin g we nrde a bee line for the Columbia had a prairie
chicken for breakfast and dinner, re:chi g the river ab.g:;': Rgpids of
Priest.

.eemy aim was to surppise Smokalie in his camp andf:ei’ore

're learned of my precence in his country. ﬂe ma turally would look for me
from “allula and wc’ expect me to come from the opposite direction,
It was therefore a great surprise to see me ride -"g to his
lodge. Before dismounting I pointed him out to my son and t old

him t hel should there be any disturbance in thg tent to shoot him down

(ool
AT T eI FAht s mant oad handad him mvy onm. He waa a nerfechlvy e .
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cooler than any man I ha d seen under the circurstances ard I am TGP

confident he would have done just as I instructed him,.

On enter ing ths lodse, Smokalie kept his seafi with head between
his knees and apparently SHEE deaf and dumb.,

I addressed him several times but could elicit no response.

Getting out of patience I called him a squaw and a dog and told
him that L would BEER write to “ashington about his
conduct and not to believe him any more because s was a great
liar, As I turned to leave him (shamnirg) he rose up, shook hands
cordially, (sham also) and dimcted his people to do the same,
Then explaind his cmduct g.}:: follows:"Indians are great liars and they
tell you many lies. I did not go to the reservation at the time
I promised to go because I could not get ready in tire,but if you
will give me more mOons, when the white salmon ketching will be
over, Lwill then go. I agreed tothis .proposition and as I had no alter=
natlive but my objectwas attained my aim having been to keep his people
quite and to thwart Moses, if I had any hostile intentilos. I knew
however tha t Smokalie was lieing B to me for he stayed where
I left him} the very thing I wanted hi™M to do.

At Priest Rapids I met same Indian who deprucated their
disappearance from the face of the earth, stating that “mokalie was a
vy bad man who 1%:\?5 devouring SI@S0tlhieir people, meaning that by \:riifch,-
craft hewas destroying them. fhis was a good opportunity for
me to obreak his dirty influence, I told the spokesman to tell all
the Iifdianstgdesert him,take all his warnen and t he old to leave
far him which will make him very poor and his BHE medicine will be
so weak th@f he cannot kill any mare of vou .. Theydid as I suggested
and he is today alone with his old squaw and dbspised but is yet feared
by his former adherents. Itwas the only course I could take to

. 3
de: troy‘% tnFluence Eﬁvas a wry geal me amang all the Colum ia

and®nake River #=ftm ‘rdians . Le is ow dead.



The 18 xt day we hurried home, reached the Yakima river an
cerossed over to one Robinsonyho refused pointblank to entertain us
I told him we were tired and hungry ard our ponies could not go much

fur=ther.. .we had to ride two miles fur ther once more to trepass

uwpon Mrs, Penny's hospitalitye.
et
Yeneral Howard, with Homlie, conclided to have a talk @

with the swro nding tribes at Wallula. thomas, another medicinq{uan
1iving on the Snaks river, refused toat tend,saying who is Homlie and the
rest of them tha t I should come tou the call of theirs., I then
r emarked of the general that 1 would like to keep t hat man in the
guardhouse for awhile. I l‘\:':Lr'(-,3":‘51“4"1il:e to tame hima little for the
insult. The general made no replyat the time but after the capture
of Jpseph he wrote to Generral forsyth that he wanted Fhomas and for sessf e T¢
do as I wished provided I cculd make thegrrest without creating
a disturbangk. 1 hired,é half breed to b ring him tothe sgarrison under §ami%
e—ge pretect waich he succeedsd to do and the greats ipposteg was
put in irons and humbled and his poweR broke. fA71 I-dians believe
that a medicine ran is bullet preof arnd that no fetters can hold
hhem'.j.t seems however t hat thomas' drecam spirits were ungcquaintec
"%‘ handcuffs.
L_Smokaliiadilhoma were in co}l eague in harbaring all the
®cnegades and dissaffected of all the surrounding tribes over
whan they had supreme poweR and this power they wed to no good FuRPoIL
=558 as they themselves redisted all inducements offered by the
goveRmme nt tosuttle on some reervation. ?oth lived to an old age and
died, persistantly refusing to enter a reserve.
ve.On a visit to the Palousr I went asfar as Lewiston and
reparted to Eaneral Sully who told me that lhe had off erd three hundred

d ollars to have important dispatches delivered to C.en Howard but had

sof ar found no one to undertal®s the risk. I told hin that he he could

et A wam wt HA a rArd hanea T ownnld ta ke the A% snatches. No. said he.



you are wanted where you are and can t spare. YOU o
Coulp woY s2g
= =t=e gre:t danger in making the trip as the

general was driving Juseph before him and whose rani's vere thinning
dally by ®desertions for example Jacob ard his band =88U also
!lu.r They WERE

renegades fran other tribes seeing s=x=@b being worsted
"\

deserted in little squads till he was left without an ally,. DN
,Smﬁz tantg U“MAY T
In 1878 next came the or ¢Ite raid. It appears

that there was an understanding between them an TUmapine
with others of the Tmatilla re s¢ rvation, peyhaps even Winapishnoot,
the Umatilla Chief, It was at all events rumored that the Snakes had
visited hys camp on several occasions, The contract wus, by the best imn
Information I could get from the I;dians, to the effect that the Snakes
s hould come over in a body to the Blue Mountains vhere the y would be
Joined by Umapine and a pa 'ty and w ith the whole force clean out the
w=hites. Had their plans ma twed they certainly would ha ve\g“n;; great
&kal of mischief but the 8rakes were promature by com 1ttwg—
depreadations the way., Umapire hlso failing to get an uprising of
mis people, mBO was disconcerted. The expedition vas thereforeas a
whole a failwe, al though considerable damage was done.,
™0 Umapine with his few followers kept aloof fram all parties being
uncecided a: towhat course to follow till seein; the Spakes were
being driven he corcluded to rejoin his people rzot%owever his
party had killed and wounded some traveleRs among whom was Cogan whose
death was subsequently avenged by hanging two of the treacherous Cayuses.,
Cars RARQL
The scare in Valla Walla, created by false rumor S,E.?’%e ,'m-.?mzo
fEgimed,. llen withtheir famylles ssampeded to the city, leaving
e verything at the mercy of thieves who were really more dangerous to
iroperty than the Indian rabble in the Biue Mountains,
Scouting paRties\ﬁvyout from French town to learn the gxact
state Sf affairs a nd reported no ®nakes north of Umatilla

River. I then went toff/allula to learn the state of affairs there,



I found the inhabitants of thatlittle burg alsocbadly scar d,
having moved to the warf--boat for safety, where arm:s and a
guttling gun had been secured.,.

As soon as I had partaken of some supper with ocne o my
sons I left via the Vansycle canyon for the Ukma illa river but
did not proceed fw ther than the Wild Horse Yreek as we could not
see any trace o enemybut we could distinctly #E& fires in the
mouﬂF:ins. “g thenreturned to VWallula to assure its inhabitants
that there was no im cdiate danger.

I had intended to return hoME€ the ensuing 8@ay but receiving
a telegram from Cen. Howard directing me to go on boar=d the ®
Gun Boat bpol«::a.ne I could not forgo the clance of be ing some use

to the country. Lieut Wilkinson who was then in command of the

boat when a dischage o muskerty and gattlingwas fired into a

quist and peaceful Indien camp. *he squaws were busy washing the salmon
aught the ms night and thelittls children happy in their innocence

played along the beach, some stovped to gaze at theap) rmching steamer

when suddenly the destructive myssiles came flying like

hail laying wacte everything tiat came within their rangs,

n, women and ciildren lay in every direction, corpses, a few

escaped and far the hills. Sane white men visited

the camp, appropriated everything of yl:%?% and sold them. I saw many
finely warked buckskin dresses and shirts in different saloons both

inlortland amd Vancouver exhibited as fine trophies of the

ma ssa=Ecre,

A camp was also destroyed opposite the landing. N, doubt the
lisutenant acted through mistal®s and thei'e was no excuse for it
he had field glasses on bard and could have easily seen the
cccupation of the meortunates."fhe lieutenants was a professional

Clr istiane.and I do not think he would lmowlVgg fire into a peacefFul
4 camp.



He also fired into a band of Indiams while crossing the
iiveR whoas soon as landed re turned the fire and aImost riddled
the pilot house , forthishe was to blame. It is well known that
Moses was a malcontent and it was feared thé‘l‘ the snakes wou.d make
Jow him.
an sabttempt to Wimr—mmbwsbn, To prevent such an ar tempt the gunboat
was put onto control bhe river and of course the officer Zcould
not distinguish Prakes £ frem any other Irdidns. I also believe
the se Indiens, Collmbias, participa ted in the Snake raids of
depracations
«otfhe mpture and death of Egan the Snake €hief has been
accredited to Umapine and also to Yateniawit but the fact
was the former was only employed to persuade Sgan to meet Homlie for
consultation as to future operationd as soon as he reached the
designatel ground:. Homliforder@dhis men to charge o=n the Snake
campe. Egan discovering the trea#&hey made desperate effarts toget
away and though with onlyﬁgrm hewas getting gihetter of
Litt® Five Crows who had been left to guard him. At this
Jincture Homlie hallowed t him to shoot whia he did and Egan fell dead
at his feet and abair t thirty of his people were captured with
considerable bootl,
Soon afFter tle capture of the “nakes the murder of a halfbeed
ard woman was discowred amthe reservation vhich remained quits
a mystery till Umapine wholad been exiled to the prlathead
rescervation, on a drunken spree, confeg$sed the crime giving as his
reason revenge av his own people, who he expected would be
teld TR responsicle for the crime. #t the con€lusion of his
boastful confession he was shot by one of the fi1atheads. So ended
Um:apine's villanios career,
Sbefiecy. :
[In one of thelm ttles had the Snake Indians and the
Umatill&scout s a Snake left the ranks and rode out at full spesd,
apparently dallenging any of the matillas to single combate. “hen
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Homlie details d Spelia (cayote) Wo meet him,who also issued at the Snake

Bing quicker, to die or gconquer. I was a ride to the death. ‘he
“nale got thefirst shot but his aim was too low and missing his
rider killed his harse, whe:m in tlnext instant he fell

headlﬂng from his horse am his lifeless body lay at the cham ion's
feeto

Cayote rode one of Holmie's ifavorite ha ses,a spotted one for whid Ha
Homlie d emanded pPay fromfthe 88 government and through
Recommenda tionN bg Beneral “EEpewmEEHovard, he Wa:;ﬁever
recom, ensed,

[While atthe Umatilla landing some per son told me the there
was an old blind squw and childatthe camprecently destroyed and in
a starving condition. I reuestedthe captain oftlke s teamer to ¢ ross
over and therg swre enough was the bl ind waman surrounded by
f1lth and a score of dogs. She md been left with s ane dried
S8 lmon skin, so rancid that I bglisve even the famished dogs would
not touch it, ﬂ small rope was stretched from the hut t to the
water's edge which guided to and from the water, +the child
was B2 18 months old.

LI broposed to take the squaw fbfﬂallula where she could be taken
care aof by the Irdians but she stu boornly refused, sstating that he cif
chief aould come and get her. So we took the child
not hovever tefore giving the old creature a good supply of
covked provisions and wmging a war of extermination of t he dogs
et butthe all had instinctivem only one, a yellow cur, was
killed, which i‘oug’f’,savagely for its mistress.

The child was taken on board the steamer andé‘!a fevw minutes the
so ldiery had 1t clean as a pire One of theofficers

donated it a fine lineMshirt., It wa: a littlegirl and looked

comical conf ire d in a small box tokeep it from crawing overboard ,

not a sound it uttered. @n reaching Wal ula it got a liberal supply
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from the ladies,
Tho Piutes or Snakes being naor subjugated Yen Howard TARNED
T=wd his attentian to Mose:. Moses was not the
individual‘s proper nars, it was Moshushes., 8 Mpses
another Indian Wazsg%/ real chief of the upper Colmbia
Irdians. e wa: a civilizcd Indian, self -supporting and
capable and peaceable, therefors ignwed,
Mushushe (now loses) being cousins to the &2 Jos ephes,
naturally sympashised withthem t hecfare his hostile at titude
and tle cosequent iInf luence gained over the restmless and
turbulent or the surrounding tribes. I do not believe iHITE—=g
he would L!;::tr aised twenty mlzsammg his own people, as
I recognized severm l of ®Bmokalie's people annug his crowd of
thirty who met us at Priest Rapids, He was therefore credited
with more power or influence than he actually possessed,
lesseng rs were sent to Moses to met Uener: 1 Howard at Priest
‘tapids and in the meantine a steamboat was charted to transport
szoldiers and supplies to% po nt where we camped for several
days before [loses made his appearance. We had to send several
messengers before he would consent to come and 1 do not believe he wou 1d
have come if it had been for the interventimm of one Sam Miller, a
trader in Vienatchie, who accompanied the now cowed chieftain as a safe-
guaRro .
l1n the interview had Moses conBised tha t his heart had been
very small, meaning that he haibeen on the eve of going tovar
as his people were clamorous for it.At this rcemark an Indian, ame of hi=s
party,whispered to me. He lies,
et Noxt g-_“-':;; passes were given to saig to ;o to the Vakima
resenvation.'fhsct balance returning %o tle ir s veral c amps at fock

Is1and and ‘vantchi{e amd wg put steam for Yallula,
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M og@ss was subsequently sent to “ashington to inte \*vie w the great
Yhite father, T gccomwanied him, Homlie and otheRs as far as
VanCOuve.r O:rfie day I #wa: invited to take dinner with Gen Howard and

with the request that I bring Homlie and Moses, No dmb t the ladies e re

anxious to see the chiefs, 'Lheywere Surprise at t:fhzﬁ:iaqas-bﬁl caaduct

of Ngses who when I pointed to his seat commenced to strip,
first his neckfie then his coat and vest which he slammed into g
corner, then with equal forcs dropped into hisg chair, Whe ladie s
asked me whait he neant, +ld them Idid no=t k now unless it was
to do justice tothe Viands placed beore hime and was makZing room

for them

...'_lhe finale of the whole ai‘fair#“yihecapture ¢ t he

e=ntlre band of Snales, their removal to the Yakima m‘?’ and

their subsequent retumn to their own country, followed by

the trial, comvic tion ad execution of the Coggan murdere=c and the
éxile of Umapine and i ollowers to Mon tana and T sincere[g

hope thatthis is the las t outbreak onthe coast,

I was instructed by Yol. ¥atking to maore the Warm Springs Indians,

if possible totle Yakima rgservatio « I met with some orf the
bad ng men, vhar efused to moved, stating their re servation wasg aof

No value to the white man as most ofit way rocky and

they liked it. I then met Homlie am Young Chb £, The former was

[ano

willing to move provided he got a strip of&aﬁ/from the mouth of

the Yakims Siver o Priest Rapidsang the latter offersd to swap his
Interest for g strip of land lying betwesn the Willow Valley and the *pake
River. Of coume the governor would not make two new reservations
toopen one to se ttlement, It is evident that the two chiefs

asked for the poorest landso that they wowld be left in quiet
possession, Iorn tha‘(‘ asked by Homlie is nd hing but a sandy desert
while that asked by Young Ohi ef is one continual MY succession of

rocky ledges, grass growing m ly in the inte 'vening spaces. But the aLP,

WwWhM)‘M'K‘w bran ~F . -
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“Wallula (18.’52) +he sare Boss wi 4 hom 1 Wintereq at lnoga
in c har ge .
His wanton am indiscreet conduc t pp ovokecd the hostility

it Uans Vho kilieg g cow herder,a bey of 18 and shg
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