ha-argent-the-gCor i Tattim-down has

a2 history written in theway

of the white 1;;1&1’1.
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the I,diens called the “hia-Wana.

he pageu of ﬁhe e,a@ly hlstory viere

bean touched lightly by time .
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Beflore it was built as an army post in 1856-5% it was a
: . s ihens The R I T »m:é;
favorite, campsite for the Indiansé¢ , ‘ - o
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L‘“hen the state parks commission and historical sites sﬂé%fr*ﬁa%%%{iﬁﬁ

met with the

s Pproposal that would pesrmit the

olel Fort Simceoe to

%" '
tribal councl lme‘\> pla:.nea “how "E:hinfs were in the old days.
_.ﬁ -

z‘gne chief had an assgistant chiel. .if}e had his medicine man and

war chief. He had his hunting and

fishing chief's and his

) iy T
‘0l historian, ?‘?ﬁ%gé gc % Gl
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He glsv had what you .m

d and the high

the creeks and streams,their loecation, -

mountains . IV otherwords, ne knew all the lam owned by the

tribe.
te

Uhere was a religlious man) ¢

[ A S F
a wordey o B Lty fiind,

knew the roots and berries. #nother woman knew &

how to take Qare of the home, prepare meals, cure the meat and fish
and tan the skings. *here was a religious woman too. 411 t hese

fsa 23, !
compPoadd the councll of the éc_hiefsé, %%fgﬁgé Q‘*‘}&’@g’ggw%i;%
= tisd TR EE o

"The council you see here) is made up of c‘zire@% daps

g

these old chiefs and leaders.
“The Yalkima tribe is the only one int he whole Tnited “tates
that still recognizes the chieftainshipe.

"Our mixed bleods don 't come oub ard say ' I want tobe a leader,!

: Sincoe for s

"I remember going with my grandfather to Ft 4

& men in 1898,

Dig councll with all the ehiefs and head
"Ft Simcoe is a great ?istorical place in the state and we don't

want it to dis out, griéi/;ﬁold and fade, It is a historicd plsce for

the Indian people, too,.

"tiTha hiswry of it has been harded down by our historians tot he

younger ones in the way of the old days.“"ébe history ‘@8 must not

fade. YOou must find other wmeans so it will not die.

zii'fnat was  the reasozy@en the Toppenish people wanted the agsncy

nowd from Fi, Simcoe,the old chiefs were against 1t.

G ﬁ»@‘éf”é%a
7L alked to con‘%er'ess. It was against

LYoppenish used influence.
our wishes that tle agency was moved,
& doff't believe that these council members will object to

presel’ving our historye



GAthe coumd, lomy ayo of . Simen s )

C“we have always remembered what the old chiefs saj,.\}"‘w

W‘When you make an agreement, don't sign away the
land or .:Lx‘e‘ef;k'}i Iéap;ﬁfa‘way to afg;yo;a:d }qu Te/tﬂq Laposanad A
“voulmust have a big heard to carry on. You must kave a big heart
to do sore good. Keep working. I feel proud of you," W
Eﬁe Valima tribal council TEEEENEG voted lastEH@O June to permit
re storation of Ft. Simcoe as a national monument but national

park autharit® s declined to proceed with the prg ect.

1S
lfow the st?ate parks comnission , asking tha council to

grant it author ity to under & program
that will take six or eight years to carry out at a cost up to
$200,000 o It would be on a cooperative basis s the council
—2i8 Roend
granting & permit under a leasey tjdle insur:.& that the Indians would
retain title to the land, the national park service historical
division ca rrying on research work and the state parks commission
providing the finances.
4 committee of three from the counci.l. is to meet within a short time
e(; } %

with (parks commission, |par serv:.c e,
and parks advisory cOQfgfddwd committee 1Wﬂcﬂ to work out
an agreementQSRIMAN®E acceptable to the w?@}a ey .

""'he finances for the work would come from the estimated
@ two million dollars ;ﬂ each biennium that finds its way into
state park funds from m quarter share of all WEW highway fines

and ¥1l.20 from each drivers! license.

in the

lIndian labor would be used =
restoration and Indian employes would be usec thereafter at the

historical monumente. Not only would the old bu Iidings be restored

g,

but there would be a museum J for use “'Ttha Indians .



furnished

food as well as shade for theb ands of Indlans

Auring their migrations in theilr &easeless purauit of fish and game.
It was a crossweroads of Indian trails that led north from

the historic rishery at gelilo ,

fnw

a2 miles of mountains, camas plains and meadows,Of
ST Al

and The ¥alles across

and then dropped down a zif-zag

: s, the
T2 ;3%@%3
d oe g

north slope of

C;Erom the meeting place of the bards the trail continued
<4 éi%“é"d@i

to the htanug;ﬁgg Naches, . emas and thenm

%wg@&%%wé}i 5 @@ﬁ%g
denorthward fmto the "Ckanagan.

into the XKittitas valley s

é;?own the long slope of land 1eading eastward fram Fgrt Simcoe
wzﬁ .

forons Ly ISP

& the trall o the Yalims

river, the junction of Toppenish creekwith that
river and a whole network of trails that connected the Yakima
with the great fisheries along the Columbia at Priest fapids,

“nite Bluffs, PaJGO ard Wallula. Soubthwest from the meeting place

in the

to the huckleberry

iﬂdne twisting

of the Indian war days
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(‘ne twisting tra 1 fro

the 3 -l;.' =
the Aslgum or eel trail the Indians called it“aim the oldenr % eration

of Indisns, the historian: of the tribe, called it
Fhe MOUM fimn Gt A sl f'f' :

{from“jie Dalles, up=tREBMEN along the Klickitat river,
across the ‘ahk plain where@lenwood later was located, the trail

swung ea:st of Mt #dams, crossed the Wa-Wu-Kch-1is river JBgO

It crossed :
Mill creek and Clunas, the south fork of Toppenish creek.

N rth of the gathering place wer s the nSE8H south and north fork of
the Qfgedssms °im-Kwee and it flowad eastward , pa$t present white
Swan to join with Top-Nish creek and that stream retained its name
wEy as it continued eastward until it reached the Yalkima
or*fap-teel river, near the present Outlook.
Lsim-Kwee was the name the Yakimas had for all the country in

that vicinity of where the fort came tobe located. Specifically

three miles

it meant & place
to the north, a saddle in the hills.

Lﬁ“ort ®imcoe was the name chosen by Col. L’eaorge: iright of the
Ninth infantry when thEO#@S®Wed work on the post started’
Aygust 8, 1856, under direction of WMEgh laj. Robert Saldon@arnett
and his men of companies G and ¥ of the ninth infantry.

Some say that Col., Wright selected the name as an honor to the

P#aé lieutenant governor of O, tario, “Yanada, Maj. Gen. John G. M

“imcoe. But 1t is more reasonable that the I dian place name was
used in keeping with a virtual depal tment directive of that era
to retain Indian names. As pronounced by the Yakimas, ém%‘b
@odgifilce.d Sim-Ku-ee is accented on the second syllable and it would

have been easy for the name tohave found its wgy on the records in



the version, “im-6Boe and subsequently, Simco.

I the fal 1 when the red and orange flickers whattered in
the oak trees hunting for insects the Indian women gatherdd the fat
mahogny colored acorns. *hey called the ORMESEETH troes '
SO8fc so-hips amd the acorns wat-wat-chee.,

C‘_"Hey gathered them in baskets and baked them like the canas
B2dbeas bulbs dug in t he springe. First they scooped out a

Dedé DRee deep hole, large enough tohold & bushel

of the @edfinsd acorns which theycovered with Ofu a layer of
dirt and rocks. Over this they built a fireand when ithad burned
down to a glowingbed of coals, they covered Wt » 8ir tight, with

rocks and earth and let the acorns roast overnight. “hen they were

scraped out they w ere carri.egd hEme Weked away in a hole, lined
with thick, black muw, air tight , until they were

taken out and eaten ,during the winter.,

@qrtheast of simcoe is a DeEeEPEMahill, sloping OGHEREGGEEAHOPBHOS
hill they called Ta-Chee. ~he bunch grass which abounded on the

hills surrounding Mool-Mool was called Schwicht and it grew

Wifha
SadadeclXghd rib\kHigh to the. ponies tH800 grazed theres . Ihe SwEa®er

dGmanae across an

shorter grass they called 0dec@
Soutly of Mool~Tool ODoferREHRAHEE

expanse of sagebrush, “oppenish creek meanders eastward, its course

marked by a rim of willows and occasional gottonwood trees.

It gets QE® its name from the old\iz%opwishy sloping dowme
o Lop-Nish proper is the old I _dian meeting place a few miles

southeast of “hite Swan where the tribesmen meet in council and

to dance and play bone games, just like the old days at Mool«Mool,

They met here early in July for a full week and there they meet each

summer in a T efnporary long house., Eventually the Yakima nation

éxpects to bulld another long house there, to replace one destroye d



by fire a few 9089 years ago.MEEENJEREssPewtO



There have been numer ous s tories that a whipping post was one
of the much used pleces of equipment at It. Simcoe in the days
of Father “ilbur, but no conclusive proof thet 10 w@sO@@edy
this form of punishment actually existed. +n fact there is
circumstantial evidenc%egk.lat the days of the whipping post
were dur ing the agency of R.H. Milroy, former superintencent of
Indian affairs in%ashing ton territory and father of K.B, Milroy
00d0&®Bd early-day Yakima court cammissioner. .
Gen. Milroy succeeded Fa ther Wilbur as agent and within
thre e years wrote his thirl and last repcrt as agent under suspension.
He pursued the Yilbur policy of enfarced education, to the point
intense
where he aroused the enmity of sane of the Indians and his efiorts
drove many of theﬁ away from tl® reservation at a time the government
was still concerned in confining the I,dians .
In a decidedly bitter swan song to a Beddedd branch of the
goernment he had served 1 8@0 long and @@ faithfully, he wrote
about tlhx whipping poste
"One of the new laws in stituted wa: the shipp ng post for wife
beatinge. “very Indian on this reservation having lsarned the fact
about two years ago that every time he whipped or angrily in jured
hiswife, he wo 1 certainly have to hug and take a sweat at the
whipping post, had the effect of stopping tlat barbaric customes.
gad arxd warld have a like effect among the whites, if inst itutec‘ik
among them,
He advocated the system of landsin severalty.
"The reservation system having served 1ts purpose should soon be
ended by land in severalty being granted to each head of the family,"

He pointed out that there were 800,00 O acres on the reservation



and 1,000 resident Indians of all sexes and ages at that time,
leagQd@iadsubpuddd ard that a surplus of 500,000 acres would be
left to throw open to settlement.

This proposal scored a bit hit with the grOoeu land-greedy
settlers but nobAMdBALGNE A Owded the idea was a dud among the .
Indians, even though he , like Yather Wilbur quoted the Bible.

"This 1&BQ (land) should not be withheld from settlement r—
use God's land title s 806 Gen 1-28," he srgued, " merely |
because a rude agreement thir ty years ago called a t reaty placed
it witiin tlebourd ary of a described reservation.

Lg was: his believe that the money fran the land sale coull Dbe
best used to purchase faming impDe0 implements Pod0 th®dbO@6AAE for
the I,dians and advance \their schooling » things guaranteed them
by the treaty of 18565 which he called a "rude agreement". The same
treaty guaranteed fishing rights that lave b en gradually slipping
fodacdhed away from the Indians and are forcing them into costly
litigation, for tkir own protecti one |

During Gen. Milroy's term the teQedPaphy telegraph and railroad,
followig closely am the heels of .the settlers , probed into the
Yakiua ca@AOr country and 40 miles thr ogh the ¥Yakdm reservation . The
rallroad, was a continuation of the Nerthern facific to Puget Sound.

Gen. Milroy deplored the writing of a lengthy report and
declared that 6@0AOMyddnOteiOd®eVod NoNey dndalgband "economy in the
use of money and 1e.1bor are. not government virtues. “nd the report,
a8 scorcher in sane phases, was straight-away business in others .

He told of having a new building cmstrw ted for the agency and
derkes of fice , a bu lding for ther esidence of Indian emploves
large enough for two families and a big blacksmith shop.

Thre ¢ of the old military P@dO#d buildings were fitted up for

carpenter , wagon,8fl plow maker and hamess shops. The old



'military buildings that "for many years had been used as

carpenter, wagon and plow maker's and o PAEBA0Ghopd blacksmith
shops which stood conspiciously nex the boarding house and partly
be tween it and the school house and par tly on the school campus"
were torn down arnd & paling fence put around the school campus,
inclosing the school hase, dormitory and hospital for boys.

4 pegidenc: was bullt far the school superintendent and it too was
enclosed by paling fefd0endd fencing and all paling fences about
the age ney were painted or white washed..A large butcher shop
was bullt .

‘he campus forthe girls, adjoining and partly including the
boarding h ouse was enlarged and an outdoor cellar and root
house was fénddedOag enclos d by a high board fence to prevent
me@d@ngd me etings Bbetween boys and. girls®’,

He recammended the remval of the old m litary prison house
which was dilapiadated and unsafe and stood on the ba rding haoise
campus because it wa an "unsightly nuisance.“

He was emphatic in his declaration tha t education should be
©ompulsory .

"1t is hidg time for our government to get out of the business
of raising ignorant, lazy, worthyless but costly savages to furnish
material for occadional indian wars, or ratler hunts for the
amusement of trearmy, which wars, it is e@tdfd® estimated/ have
on an average cost our government 1,000,000 and the lives of 20
whites for every Ind ian killed. B

He recommended the tOHA termination of the expensive and
troublesome Iddan bureau." and Ghe that g1l legislation by

cogress on Indian matters should be wih r eference %o the extinction

of the Indlan bureau as speedily as the good of the Indiams will

permit ¢"



“oon af ter he took charge of the agency when Father “ilbur
retired he discontinued wat he declared was = the ancient and
barbaric system of rude government by chiefs.:‘

The reservation was divided into five districts amd the
ndians eleded a justice of peace in each district. “hey were
instruc ted and sworn into office. “he territorial statutes were
used as a gulde for performance of their duties.

He was suspended by order of the president when he was 70
y ears old and afte 13 years of almost continuous service.

‘With a par ting shot, over the signature, R.H. Milroy, U.S.

‘ndian agent, suspended, he wrote:

No honest man, who f els and responds to his duties to God, country
and fellow beings can pecuniarily acquire anything beyond an adequate
subsistence in thk :service on the pay of an Indian agent. I beliesve
L have laid up some treasure in Heaven but I know T bev e laidup
none m earth while in this service as I leave it as € DPoopLR
poor as when I came into ite "

Fpom that time, until the 6890§ 1920s when the boarding school
was closed and the boys and girls transferred to the schools of
the whites and the agency was moved closer to the center of
population on the reservation, tlere wepe was a procesg.ion of
agents . “mong them were; Charles H. D,kson, ‘homas Priestly,

"enster L. Stabler, Judge L.T. Erwin, Jay Lynch , S.A.M. Young and Don
M. Oadd Carr
famous
“11 left their marks at hietordc old Ft. Simcoe around where so
much of the Da@oUsU histary of the DQAGAHEGE! OAbADE VNEnbEPeasd Yakim
PeFedvedd. valley and the entire Nortlwest revolved.a8aaqu 'I‘hebuildings,
like tre history, Q40&633ROPPES@OVAHE are worth preserving.



By passionate ardor, physical strength and the fapm sSteadfast
conviction that the building of character must start in e hear t,
dJames H, Wilbur left his imprint on tie Yakima valley. It has remained,
like theoak trues at ft. Simcoe and like Ghdfidd the BAVBAABE.RGYO
sturdy G600 trees, 1t has grown with age.

There are as many Wilbur stories in the Weorthwest (op® a s thers are
O9a@idad Lincoln stories in Iilinois, I,diana or Kentucky. Bachy
8edBda y@@ﬁ@ﬁéwdoﬂ@%oé@dd@@ﬁnﬁ@dﬁ@d season & new crop of them
grow to be harvested.@ﬂmu@gggE@@Oﬁ@ﬁ@@@@Oﬁﬁﬂpmﬁ@tﬂﬁﬁogﬁaﬁﬁdﬁdﬁdmhwﬁwﬁ
@ d2d0d Bd Bdivd bg BhO dfra 8 d Dl 0d DAOA e did o I_ the many MRA069& seasons
since FAUHOHAUAMLUD BLdOfidband Yt. Simcoe was the hub ar ound
which the @dPcuidddd wheel of the Yakima reservation revolved, the
culls have bien discarded and the others saved to give DO ref¥EBA0
renewed inspiration. Father Wilbur's greatest strength was inspiratiog.
L and 040@gonly recordsd
lis greatest fault was P& thathe was unyielding, to bthe point of
stubborness, in his religious belief, His principles dominated his

Oldfeld life and those w@@ﬁ@ﬁ@mﬁlh@d&@éUﬁnﬁmdﬁﬁﬁ@ near him,
for¢ the Mkima valley

The astonishing period NRUUPDOhWESUURLEVORY atarted in 1860
.when R.E. Lonsdals, I0Ad&a.d sub-agent at The Yalles was appointed
Tirst agent at Ft. Simcoe. HPU The circuit ridef and Methodist
minisser who had already astrong effect upon Northwest history
in the Oregon cOuvAOAGEGE country, was aypointed tef0f8EOR G Ghe
fe@Uredenyadd ondd superintendent of teaching at the new Yakima
regservation. He regched there in 1847-~two years before the ©99%iws
449%erg who God@dd were seeking gold. Father Wilbur was see king
a field far his unbounded energies, He found it at Fpuaddepedd Ft. ®
Pimcoe .,

Lonsdals's own management resulted in his removal as the

8gdfidy agent and Ppesident Abraham Lincoln appointed .4, Bancroft,



, 2
brother of thefamous historian « #HELo He OsrB80 806 Qs e QAT 6 D3 tnecand
the outspoken minister , who could not tolerate thg i89d® injustice

B was Qidohargedad fire
Dodeeldd to the I0A®ARA Indi ns went to WASAGGZLadd the nation's

capital, lald the cquse of BIEOFELHEHGAGAAAE the people I8 fore the
president and so sincerely ;@88 outlined a plan for the
reservation, that h@iﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂn@idﬁdOﬁ&dSiddeOBdﬁmoftf;OwHOQﬁdddd
mdﬁé@ﬂadadﬂm@m}ﬁmomﬁéOdﬁdﬁiﬁmﬁo'&d@n’aﬁ)dﬁdddaiﬂdd re turned to PHe
Fta Simcoeigsligg agent and Bancroft, a dismal failure, was
dismissed, h@Pdd Then he went to work to gain the confidence of
the IDAddid Indians, disillusioned by the grart of previous
administration.

He was appointed agent in June ofl884 but did not Obdadas
podBd move his scant belongings afd0 w8 didndg pafd into the b ig
Seven- gabled house on 0lQUaMId officers' row, utgddd until four
months later.

He found that the I, dians had been issued annuity goods 8@
O odDd bandOnd d@d 8d0HAd0ABAEEH0E 6N AOGOIOGAB hd AAA 08 6d Gedv Vwopk
at exhorbitant prices and solAd®A0LA een paid in work vouchers
differing from 20 to 50 cents on the dollar. Some of the
annuity goods had b en sold to whites,living of f' the reservation and
the agent had used some of t he goods to clothe himself and family,
Father Yilbur struck vback first at undesirable whites and
mad @ it a matter of government record:
"When the Indians become intoxicated theyrob then of their
property, ravish their wanen.HA0d6a0iea6E0D debEO tha: Gid WRLs
and contract a debt tha the innocent whites must pay in fear, flight
am bloods I verilybelier ¢ nine-nine hudredths of all the trouble,
treasure and blood istraceable to the wrongs above alluded ‘o, "
Even in that first year of the new dawn for the Indians, thel_-e

was evidence of things to come under the vapae viril few leadership.



Sixty acres of wheat, thirty of oats and smaller plots of
peas, potatoes,corn and Wbgetabddd garden vegetables wer e providing
food for the boarding school., The Tndians had two thousand acres

OsdGecdirneq
Tenced and half of tat was in crops. Pee0dbe otic JawredOd 1 Busy

oadantvel eanand e bghing evana 00 p avads gasina Deedofeunodochos
068330  "he giant Wilbur--he wa0@e®er weighed over 300 pounds and
Gtado@ld was 6 feet GoGPU 4 inc hey tall, s@@dﬁb&i@@@ﬁ@ﬂﬁl@d@@u&@ﬁdﬂd and
Ohaé dr0didecbimddd wore side burns smashed at gambling and whisky
drinking and withe/'fecte. He never relaxed his efforts to
oliminate gambling---I,036Ad@d§de@HOGRAd even the bone game
of the people which continues as a tradition of the old days and
penalties were severe,

He dbrwas his own law dff'icer aml arrested “ndéns who stole
from the whites, requiring them to restore two-fold ard spend a
season a v@aved conv icts with bali and chain and the same penalty
was exacted from whites because he was his own officer, judge ard jury.,

in thfD that first year , four of the prom Sing Indian students
were licensed to l‘e:x:hor‘t;ﬂ or preach to their people to 'flee frvf
the wrath to come and lay hold on eternal iife,"
Preaching services were he.id each “abbath 5 a[tended by 100 to
neighborhood )
600 Indians and during the week prayer meeting were he ld.Df
GafPafenioned ghan e _

By 1867 Father Y, lbur wasOezBali®mg impressing the
Indian service with his declaration that the Q64 plow amd
the Bible, with ©8dQd theinr multi-influence, were worth
more tosecuring a permanent peace than "a thousand soldiers with

Their glistening sabres and their Prancing steeds.

‘Wa “o prove his point three large ox teams were kept busy plowing

mew land --each plow turning under one to two and a half -acres of



4
reservation sage brush lam a day. #@@d Indians to drive the oxen
and holg the plow so i1t could bite deep into the rich soil, were
hired to go from place to place to work amd they cemped near the
fields.
4 sawmill, run by waterpower and a grist mill, to grind whoat
out flour, were operating on “imcoe creek, H0E0LaBdOERAUEMO
two 20 x 30 foot
The sawmill turned out lumbers to build churches, oneO8@&@éandod D68
cad@d@d@m@@ﬂ:ﬁi@dOﬂﬁdﬁdﬁﬂ@d@@ﬁwﬂﬁﬂd complete even to the altars
0 e was seven miles £ 96d O 8d 8d Ak 68 Yd ako Hal be 0Ruafd taadd and the
Ohd Odbder Ofdwedid 1@ d other was five miles from Pt. Simcoe.
lye Ipdiasns were @od@gd doing all right, they had 10,000 head of
horses, 1,200 head of neat cattle and 1t was tﬁo years since t ey
had recoived any annuities, ‘ather “ilbur bought four “merican
stallions to charge the size and general character of the Indian
ponies.
He donned work clothes and rode out o0 0a0d exriga Umudedodr ORfs
WAGORDAHA KO reeq dad e OpP 1ad0dydedldeadbandcog dOd;ng ggg;dd side by
side with the TeAd@Asdd ‘ndians to show them how to plow, saw lumber
op mill flour.Only a big mule or a pinto harse, appropriately called
Ualico, were s@ro0 strong enough to carry the weight of the
gigantic mane.
? vear later the government 's policy of break ng up tribal
affiliations on the reservation stPucky struck, removing
Bpencer as chief. Hg had been appointed by “upt. Gery because
Kamiakum , living up in the Spokane country, refused to come
to the rese vation. “ather Wilbur, overcome by innumerable duties,
proposed that the tribesmen elect a leader and they Qodldd elected
Joe Ptwire, :a selsction that aedowd thd the darendd sdapppovaddd of
coursc met w th the agent's approval. '

otwire.



The goO®ernmdft return of t he military to brief control over the

in 1869-70
reservationsC@f A 8000wasdaddHadanaublldodd, an a@PaPA army maneuverthat
was comparatively short lived , was a severe blow to “ather Yilbur's
programe. It placed Lt. Yames H. Smith in charge on the reservation fa
18 months and disclosed, officially, the shortcoming of the
great missionary.

"O: account of gross misconduct caused through machinations
tomve my predecessor reappointed as agent, I had to discharge several
of the employes T foﬁnﬁ here,; Lt. Smith wrote on the government
records. "

"Since thié state of affairs suggests the conclusion that
sectarian prejudices pPeddtmdd@dtéldd predominated and influenced the
distribution of supplies intended for all alike and to the
detrementvaf such as chose to differ with the agent in religious
00 doctrines and 0bBdedd observances.

"They plainly @@ affirm th& the Methodists could get all they asked
for ," he wrote. Most everythin. was denied to others.

"Fur thermore, "Lt. Syl th cHrged charged, in comparing the highly
favorable reports from this agency ..regar ing the wealth of the
Yakima Indlans on the reserve...the conclusion forces itself to
m nd that these reports were grossly exaggerated and must have been
so colored with a view to create favorable impressions.”

The Indians knew that Lt. “mith was right in some we;ys..
"PadAer Father “ilbur tolerated no Indian religion., Smo-Yha-ILa,
the Dreamer of Priest “apids 0adO@hdd ard his Wa-Shat dance was
G9d6G@dndie «d one example, The Feather Cult afad bhed®Haiew Ok 6ANED 6N
QA4 bé uBagrs Ocd weGd Vdthed 8404 @i Ofind the dbaad tdoR0a0dBAed O ORBde dos ,
Ghe 0DBE BE6E0¢ 6LOFHEADENAENAADBRNAETE 08 0d AAA] BYAREROR6A DID 6 Hd OBERE
Q0&6d 0 0ARABADA0E 6RAuP®Ad  of later years was another. ©Qb in the

3 _ of choice S
tradit on of "merican freedom , the Dreamer religion DIweA endured



6
the eather Cult died oPUdBsd & natural death and the Shakers, a
third form of Indian religion, blossomed Borth a ter Father “ilbur's
timee
F@0 The military t@edd control trend ended and Fa ther
Wi lbur feturned as agent, January 1, 1871 to assert that during
his enforced absence, “every interest, material and maral was waning.
gflﬂmployes were paid for services long before reaching the
reservation and with the influence they exerted in dancing,
swearing, drinking and card playing, the interests ofthe reservation
were rapidl:,r declining,." Te charged that Indians lost 88 $40,000
wabh in cattle b ecause of mismanagement.
Another military officer substantiated the charg'es,
officiallys
"This restraint of t he ir religiow liberty was always the
occasion ofgreat discontent among the I, dians and a direct violation
of the most cherished ideas of the #merican people,."
The military control trend ended, however ard father Wilbur
returned as aéent, January 1, 1871, to assert that during
his enforced absence, ;every interest,material and moral was
waning.”
He .returned to his field with the same zeal anmi theU
undama ged convictions,

"The f irst condition of improvement in the @O outside manner of
life with my people 1s t he improvemsnt of the heart;?Oﬂ@d@ﬂﬂeém
FPDHOd BAtBOd 8par 6me ridd Of0 dd Danl & Pa irsk 0dHapa Ud 8 Abhedpaad6d 6 egLa
Phel ol ¢
Ohe@yu here is the place to begin the work of reform among the
“nd ians,”, he wrote to the @4pdOd@EaE government department. “If I
fail to give moral character to an Indian I can give him nothing that
do hir: real and permanent good., “f L can succeed in giving him

moral character so that he is nomore a liarf a thief, a drunkard,
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a profane person, a polygamist or a gawmbler but a man of inbtegrity
industry, sobriety amd purity, then he no longir neesds the g@Qo
gifts of g overmment or the charities of anybody. He then becomes a
man like any other good man and can take care of himself.”

His beliel was upheld by a high official who found that he
has fully demons rated te0 the truth of that generally doubted
and 8 couted problem among western peoplie, the capability of Indiars
for permanent civilization and Christianizatione.

Hedndadanoudnd0dPdadds  Jlededeindd @8 Py then he had adopted

the 3,000 Lygd ians on the reservation, personally knew saBBO&Rd @ lLed
and called each by name and they looked upon hi and ¥Mrs. “ilbur as
father and mother. He was 60 years old then, but alkiadd in
@odedAod the words of GOAMERIE an executive of th Indian department:

" o2 kind govermor, the wise legislator, just judge, stern
sherift, busy workera nd goecd instructor in all physical,20dd Al
&oRdno moral and religlow duties; eve ywhere andat all times an
ernest, practia 1 wofkiné:man, profitably employing every hour
ard civiiizing ard improving those around him.s . .0dg@aéaddBdmo
(rOd etBudrtbd 0g0ae d 841404 0 dBdSd a iné A0degpod 6dard aladdidhd It was
recommended that Father W:lbur be granted everything he asked for
in his own report and have his own way .

nly 6heOdfaudholonte lafiloctataad Odoya dddiltd CeRA0AIBLA

Father “ilbur coul?aégﬁéizgiaigh the days of the Indian scares
0and hit back at the foes of the Indians as he did and survive.

I, 1875, with reports rampant that 2,000 Indians were armed
and ready to break out against thse settlements, he bedu bearded
the pdBdeddn Yreamer priest, “mo-Wha-La iﬁu@ﬁ@umﬁéﬂ&ﬁ at Priest
Hapids. 0 e refused to recognize S, o-Ypha-la for the: Pafd0mElerl
the man of peace the Provhet was but he was falr to @e his Indians.
iith only five tB8iIDU Tndlans Tor companlons and whaen white families

were fleeing to the sod fefteuddlEked forts or protectlon of the



‘seﬁﬁmem@ﬂﬁd straggling settlements,'he wOndOdod Bhed rode

geross country 00LHMBO eastward fbﬂﬁﬁdamﬁ.tO'the Columbia and
came up with a statement thdOddlkecgd well known Dyd ¢h ed Bddad dedap
@8&ddAd in the nation's official circles.

00dJAaad00 "..a class of irresponsible vwhites were quite anxious
to have a war, that the treaty might be broken up and tlke land of
the reservation opened for white settlementse Confident in his
Judgment of the situation he returned to his ;ork, education of
the Indians,.

The 8ohool boarding school 0b#@E0GAdOGAEREd. had 20d 0dpdA d0d 256
odeaDddd mpdls children when it opened, had grown to 56 and
more room vAGBHO was needed as the 0lded (Jaddaasdge®e0dnhé dprld
Ohg Iivedd Gadd older mothers and fathers 08 gave their chiliren to be
educated. The “ilbur policy of education was held up as an example

" for all the reservations and spread throughout the natione Brioery and
virtual force, to compelf the little I dians to attend school
was becoming aOéd@&@ﬁ&tﬂbﬂ a sodghbtefdtt sought for prigze.

o DAHOHOE OO 600808 0TRE0REEHA 160 08 04E0HHABIAIRALA6HO
4% a time when Yakima City was just a dot in a new Cteded b 0
territory the idol ofthe Indians at the agency afdOfBeCd retired.
He was 71 and wafibeddaddd®qofiOneddd the be ttle had been long zilnd

PUPAOUBA trying.

| 801aPgen0s6a600;BAAAAIEE0 QWO SEORAGSS
4 lerged two-story school building, B®U 28 x 70 feet was built

\and the boarding school was attended by 120 pupils. *hdOROBRED

Ordagation

Water was s tar ting to flow onto Indian farms from an irrigation ditch.
father “ilbur was never one to stand on ceremony. “o on August

15, 1882, he went into theparlor of the seven0 tALAOHOGAed big

house where his tall desk was located, and wrote his last snnual

reporte



¥ather Wilbur did not live to see the workings of his policy
but it was there, g part of the ‘t. Simcoe of later years, days of
Qadged schoolHQLaaUsdabden Ofier0 thedd'@addand expanding education for
the Indisns until the newer civilization vacated the large rambling
80HeMAd dormitories, cne for the boys amd one €bf for theg irls,.

na
Gudﬂd{xaie)dow@naewqﬂ&dﬁeﬁo

“ long quarter of a century ago the agency was transferred to

toppenish , against the wishes of the Tndlanse. N

he Now, there are many who remember thdDfdPdbhO®SdEHDOROENEOE0

©edddAd their grandfathers telling them @EAGHOA of the days when
there wdre no buildings and no whites in the country the I dilans
called “im-Kwee. <They remember their own school days in the
big @hQbe , rough buildings set in the grove of oak trees and they
«want 1t restored, to 1its glory.

Those the Indlans accepted as neighbors think of the historical
importance of old “ort Simcoe and they PdAGOALABESEoredd also want

1t restored for the generations a nd the many people to come,.





