BOUNDARIES SET FOR SIMCOE PARK

Boundaries for the projected Ft. Simcoe state historic park, to contain about
140 acres, were delineated yesterday afternoon by representatives of the State
Parks and Recreation Commission and representatives of the Yakima Indian tribe
in a meeting at the old Army post and Indian agency.

The agreement is subject to formal approval of the commission and the
tribal council and finally by the Department of the Interior.

John R. Vanderzicht, state parks director, accompanied by Van Bucklin, state
office supervisor, from Seattle, and Dan Hart, superimtendent of the Yskima Sports—
man's Park on Keyes Road, met with Perry E. Skarra, Yakima Indian Agency superinten-
dent, and the three members of the Yakima Indian tribal council committee
dealing with the park commission. The committeemen were Martin Hannigan, chairman,
Dave Eneas and Joe Meninick,.

Aerial maps of the property, which is to be turmed over to the state on a
permanent easement basis, were especially helpful, Supt. Skarra said, in arriving
at the decision on the acreage to be set aside for the Ft. Simcoe restoration
program.

Supt. Skarra will submit a legal description and map of the property this
week to the park commission and will forward all necessary data to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

—December 2, 1952 Herald
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FT. SIKCOE BOARD NAMED BY SOCIETY

A nine-menber board of trustees of the Ft. Simcoe at Mool-Nool Restoration
Society was elected yesterday at an organizational meeting in Hotel Chinook.

The organization unanimously adoped a constitution and by-laws after they
were read by Angus McDonald. Unanimity also prevailed on adoption of the group's
official name.

The nine trustees are: Yakima--Walter J. Purdin, Lew Garbutt, Mrs A. E.
Rasmussen, George M. Martin and Dean Guie; Sunnyside Roscoe Sheller; White Swan—-
Maurice Hitchcok; Toppenish—-E.C. Jarman; Naches--Mrs. Frances Lindsay.

The trustees will meet next Wednesday noon in Hotel Chinook to elect officers,
appoint committees and select ex—-officio officers of the board.

Honorary memberships in the society were awarded Mrs. J. J. Bartholet, Yakima,
and Mrs. Mary E. Swanstrom, Seattle. Mrs. Bartholet lived at the fort as a girl
when her father was agent there and has done research on the structure. Mrs.
Swanstrom who is vice chairman of the Ft. Simcoe committee of the State Parks and
Recreation Commission, journeyed from Seattle to attend the meeting.

Also attending was Martin Hannigan, chairman of the Ft. Simcoe committee of
the Yakima Indian Tribal Council.

—YAKIMA REFUBLIC r32 Thurs., Dec. 11, 1952
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Garnett

The commandant's house was one of seven gables, covered with grape vines that
framed each diamoned paned casement window and hung down in great clusters along
the veranda.,

Maj. Garnett patterned the home after his own in the ousth,

The house cannot be entered now but a view of the interior through the window
shows large rooms, a dutch oven and a massive hand-carved mantelpiece in the front
rocm,

Many a dark—skinned bride and bridgroom have stood solemnly in the big bay
window dressed in colorfully beaded buckskins wnhile Father Wilbur performed the
marriage ceremony.

He was a powerfully built man, standing six feetfour inches and the Indians

worshipped him. A staunch Methodist, he was very intolerant of the old mysticism
of the surrounding tribes and was terribly stern but at the same time, gentle
with them.,

There was a steady stream of visitors from May to September, for many Southerners
had settled in Seattle and Tacome

A favorite pastime of children at the fort was looking for the grave of Mrs.
Garnett and her infant son. They died of typhoid fever while the major was away
on a long trip and the spot has never been found to this day. Some think the

reason the grave was not marked was in fear that Indians might harm it.



Col. George Wright wrote in 1856 in recommanding the location of Fort Simcoe:
"The roads from The Dalles, Ore., Kamas Lake, and from the North and Walla Walla
all unite here," 8o it was truly one of the historic spots of Eastern Washington,

Major Robert Garnett had the task of establishing the B rt which he did with
the aid of two companies of the Ninth Infantry.

For a time, Capt. Frederick Dent, father~in-law of Gen. U. S. Grant, was at
work upon the construction of a wagon road from The Dalles to Fort Simcoe.

In 1859 with the transfer of Indian hostilities to the west side of the state
the big military comtingent at Simcoe was removed but the agency forces retained.

R. H. Lonsdale, appointed in 1860 was the first agent and managed to be
thoroughly discredited before he was relieved two years later.

A. A. Bancroft, brother of the great historian, who was appointed by Lincoln,
also proved a dismal failure. He was succeeded by Father James Wilbur, zealous Metho-
dist minister who served until 1882 and who was an inveterate worker for the better-
ment of the Indians.

A whole mythology, almost, has grown up about Father Wilbur, one of the most
delicious stories being that of how he bribed the Indians to attend his church by
working in the fields for them as the same length of time as they remained at his
services,

Wilbur was the founder of the Oregon town of that name and also of the old
Portland Academy.

During the da.yé when rivalry between Catholic and Methodist mission in their

campaign to save the souls of the red men was keenest Wilbur went to Washington, D.C.,
and succeeded in gétting President Grant to issue an order alloting the spiritual

welfare of the Yakimas to the Methodist church.



Do you know: Yakima county's first and ohly great earthquake came in 1872 and
everybody in the old Yakima City rushed from their cabins to note the flagpole at
Schanno's store waving back and forth. The quake caused many slides in the Yakima
basin. Fort Simcoe was established as a military post in August 8, 1856 with Col.
George Wright commanding (he wrote that he had located the fort on To-pan-ish creek
and . . this valley is much warmer in winter than those further north . .)

Capt. Frederick Dent, brother-in-law of U. S. Grant put in the next month
building a military road from The Dalles to the fort.

Ferguson county was created by legislative act on January 12, 1863; two years
later most of it made into Yakima county,

In the spring of 1858 A. J. Splawn assessed the property of Yakima county for
the first time. C. F. Nason, one of the three men who located in Yakima in
1863 was army blacksmith at The Dalles in 1855 and there served Lieuts. Grant and
P, H. Sheridan, later of Vicksburg and Shenandoah.

In 1864 William Parker and Johp Allen drove cattle into the Parker bottom
country and started what became the Snipes ranch. Ike Carson in 1868 was first
to drive cattle over Nah-cheez pass to Puget Sound; when he lzft it was so smoky
from forest fires it was impossible to see the lead cattle 200 yeards away. And

under such conditions the pioneers started the Yakima valley cattle business . .



Ear thquakes~-yak:ma
Ft. Simcoe
Do you know: Yakima county's first amnd only great earthquake
oame in 1872 and everybody in the old Yakima City rushed
fran their ocabins to moie the flagpﬁle at Schanno's staore
waving back ard forth. ‘he qukke caused many slides in the Yakima

basine Fort Simcoe was established as a miliary post in August 8,
1856 with®ol, ‘:earge p1ght commanding (.6 wrote that he

had located the fort on To-pan-ish oreek ande.this valley
1s much warmer in winter than those furthe: northeee
Capt. Frederick Dent, trother-inelaw of U.S, Grant
put in the nextmohth building a military :;'oad from The Dalles
to the fort,

Ferguson county was crested by legislative act on January
12, 1863 ; two years later most of it was made into Yakima
county,

In the spring of 1868 4,7, Splawn assessed the property
of Yakima county for the first time, C.F. Nason, one of the
three men who located in Yakima 1n 1863 was army blacksmith
at The Dalles in 18586 and there served Lieuts. Srant end P.H,
Sheridan, later of Vicksburg anéd Shenandoah.

In 1864 William Parker and John Allen drove ocattle into
the Parker bottom country and started what became the snipea
ranch. g: Carson in 1868 was first to drive cattle over
Nah=cheez pass to Puget Sound; when he left it was so smoky from
farest firesf it was impossible to see the lead cattle 200
yards away. 4nd under such conditions the pioneers started
the Yakima ovalley cattle business,.



Fort Simcoe, June 29 —— Plcnickers from the Yakima valley who wander around old
Pt. Cimsoe and its picturesque blockhouse must depend upon historical novels and
imagination for stories of the early hardship and excitement centered around the
old log structure. But to older Indians in the reservation region books cannot
command the color and beauty of actual memories and degends handed down by word
of mouth,

Amohg the oldestand clearest memories is that of George Olney, who came to
the valley in 1865 when he was three years old,

His father, Nathan Oley, brought one of the first three families over the
Satus hills from Oregon, settling here with the Bowser and 0'Shay families., Olney,
Bowser and 0'Shay had taken Indian girls for their wives., Olney coming from the
Dalles, Bowser from Vancouver and O'Shay from the Puget Sound area.

History was begin pounded out in huge batches in those pioncer days. Young
George Olney didn't start remembering many details f#r a few years but his youth-
ful ears kept a careful account of those early events.

His recollection of old Chief Spencer's stalk with Olney's brother-in-law,
Abe Lincoln, provides many a legend of early Ft. Simcoe, One concerns the disappear-
ance around 1856 of a man named Boli; vwho was sent from Oregon to Relieve Capt.
Spencer as commander of the fort and superintendent of the agency.

"The story came later,” Olney recalls, "but what actually happened was a con-
ference of three Indian boys who decided they did not want another white man
arranging their affairs,

"So they decided to do away with Bo h, which they did. They caught him at
his campfire and one held him while another cut his throat. A search was made for
Bolin and the three Indians were caught and hanged on a big oak limb close to the
old blockhouse at Ft. Simcoe. 1 could show it to you now,"

Clney tells also of one of the informal but accepted surveys made for the



boundaries of the reservation which had no particular historical significance
other than to establish the discomfort of white men from Washington D. C. while
riding with a pair of rugged Indians through the sagebrush and pines in the wild
Yakima valley territory.

"That was in 1857 when two white men came to ride horses with Indian Chief
Spencer and another Indian. They went from the fort to Pum-up, meaning Prosser.
Then to Ahtanum, Tieton, Klickitat and down to Mabton and go saddle sore and tired
while the Indians put up stacks of "poosh," or cedar and piles of rocks for boun-
dary marks,"

George Olney's 8l years have ripened his sense of humor into a remarkable
feature giving him an Indiaﬂs wisdom with the white man's vocabulary.

"I fell with my horse three years ago," Olney explains., "That cracked and
bent my ribs and broke my colia.r bone., If it hadﬁ't been for that 1'd been aiming
at a 156, but I don't expect to make it now."

He has been a rancher of no small consideration, once owning some 1,200 acres
around "Potkwaluke--the Three Sisters Slide lake south of White Swan. One experi-
ence fresh in his memory is the time his wife bought a few pigs which ended up
costing him up in the thousands,

He went fishing at Celilo Falls one season during which time the pigs and
their multiple families overran the neighborn lands and caused untold damage
which Olney had to make good on his return home. So he fenced the lake at a
cost of §11,040,50.

"I wanted some fishing in my lake for years, so one time I got some trout from
a game warden and planted them by the hundred. I ;:aught no fish so planted them
again. There were still no fish," he complained. “But I figured it out when two
things happened. A man in a boat sounded the lake bottom and lost his tackle
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completely, nearly pulling the boat over with it and a few months later another
rancher dug a well and found a big trout in the new water. They couldn't stand
the undercurrent running out of the lake bottom,."

—undated clipping

by Tom Thomas, Herald Staff writer in YAKIMA MORNING HERAI

with two column pix of Ft. Simcoe and 1 col cut of George Olney, 84 year old White
Swan resident (Sstimated age about 1945 or 46 since that is when Thomas went to work for

Herald,)



Garnett

The commandant!s house was one of seven gables, covered with grape vines that
framed each diamoned paned casement window and hung down in great clusters along
the veranda.

Maj. Garnett patterned the home after his own in the ousth.

The house cannot be entered now but a view of the interior through the window
shows large rooms, a dutch oven and a massive hand-carved mantelpiece in the front
room,

Many a dark—skinned bride and bridgroom have stood solemnly in the big bay
window dressed in colorfully beaded buckskins while Father Wilbur performed the
marriage ceremony.

He was a powerfully built man, standing six feetfour inches and the Indians £

worshipped him. A staunch Methodist, he was very intolerant of the old mysticism
of the surrounding tribes and was terribly stern but at the same time, gentle
with them.

There was a steady stream of visitors from May to September, for many Southerners
had settled in Seattle and Tacome

A favorite pastime of children at the fort was looking for the grave of Mrs.
Garnett and her infant son. They died of typhoid fever while the major was away &
on a long trip and the spot has never been found to this day. Some think the

reason the grave was not marked was in fear that Indians might harm it,
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Col. George Wright wrote in 1856 in recommanding the location of Fort Simcoe:
"The roads from The Dalles, Ore.,, Kamas Lake, and from the North and Walla Walla
all unite here," so it was truly one of the historic spots of Eastern Washington,

Major Robert Garnett had the task of establishing the fort which he did with
the aid of two companies of the Ninth Infantry.

For a time; Capt. Frederick Dent, father-in-law of Gen., U. S. Grant, was at
work upon the construction of a wagon road from The Dalles to Fort Simcoe.

In 1859 with the transfer of Indian hostilities to the west side of the state
the big military contingent at Simcoe was removed but the agency forces retained.

R. H. Lonsdale, appointed in 1860 was the first agent and managed to be
thoroughly discredited before he was relieved two years later.

A. A. Bancroft, brother of the great historian, who was appointed by Lincoln,
also proved a dismal failure. He was succeeded by Father James Wilbur, zealous Metho-
dist minister who served until 1882 and who was an inveterate worker for the better-~
ment of the Indians.

A whole mythology, almost, has grown up about Father Wilbur, one of the most
delicious stories being that of how he bribed the Indians to attend his church by
working in the fields for them as the same length of time as they remained at his
services,

Wilbur was the founder of the Oregon town of that name and also of the old
Portland Academy.

During the days when rivalry between Catholic and Methodist mission in their

campaign to save the souls of the red men was keenest Wilbur went to Washington, D.C.,
and succeeded in getting President Grant to issue an order alloting the spiritual

welfare of the Yakimas to the Methodist church,
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