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Sir: :

I huove the honor Fo submit & detailed report of the operations
of thetiroops under ny commond, since lewving Jort Dulles, giving on
account of the rccepuvion of the troops by the ndioms in the S5im- oo-uh
Valley, tnd the cuuses which iuduced me to lwesten buek to this post.

The Comuend mavched from the north Wmnk of the Coluabis diver on /
Wednesdey the drd inst, The ecconpunying paper marked A gives a
tebular ctatement of the force which cccomponicd me,

Lieuts Deurings 4th Inf,, fcund &iter morching, tuet he hod reoeived
an injury, mnd reluctuntly roturned to the fort on the recommcndation of
the doctor. On Saturdsy & ternoom the 6th the Lroops croused the-
mountbain range. and descended dnto the valley oi the Siraullo:w:m-with@;‘ex
(sic) hoving seen an Indione '

On wdvaneing to the streww in view, we net o very freoh troil of o
lorge vand of horses, vhich cowme into ours cand conducted us, perhays
designedlys to the point selesied by thie Inditns to give us buttle, The
stream, I understand, is lmown wmony the Indionsg o the Tope-pin-ish end
corrcesonds in position very neorly with the Pisco of Gown Stevenoc
"Prelinineny Sketeh of the llowtiern Paciliec Railrowd,® distont frowm this
post bout 06 milem,&t the cirveam, our troil led dom un exceedingly
long hill stopping (8lopins )} towards the north with aliernutely steep
‘tien gentle descents until we endér the river bottow, bubt ou the right
ok leit of our trull the nides were almost perpendicular, ©iis hill
is calied (As-3in?). The strean game from the wect ond bending nor dlwerd,
pooged nedy our ill, wihile on the othker side of il wnd near it, the
bluffs rpse vhbove ug and offorded o fine view of the eetion Lo the lookers
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on, On our right gtood o ridge shuped like a wedge, sufriciently elevated’
and near to enoble the Indiunt to piecl: off our soldlers, Beyond the ridge,’
the land was elevated and presented o dlulf edgBbinr 2. long distance clong
the stroame, About & mile to the north on the west side of the Top=-plin-ish,
the land sinks into a level plain which extends to the north perhops eight
or ten mlles,

As the advunce guard wvere obouv to enter the bothtom lund Irom the
lust terrace of the Ag-sim an Indion chief suddenly apoeared on the left
bluff, and horongued lhis warriors who replied from the brush with the wor
Jhoop. The advance gusrd was drown in and the troops deployed as skirmishe
ers. Vien the rear closed up, the action begune Yhe grewt muss of warriors
were secn moving gbout in the brush; a few grept up on the small ridge Yo
our right, ILieut, Gracic's howitzers threw a few spherical case shot into

he brush ond alarmed the supports to the attacking party of Iadians,
Sergte Boper of "C" Compye. with a smull party in our front descended the
trail to skirmish with the Indiuwns, but his party failed to support him und
he received two wounds in his arme Cupte Russcell on the left sent some of
his men down the brow of the hill, under Seprgt. Lolus ty, to drive them rrom
the brushe At this point he met with a splrited fire, wien the Indians
fell back, and his men gained the bushes, On my richt Corpl. licG@rvey of "C*®
Coupy., led & small party of skirmisherg over the ridge to drive the Indicns
off, which he did succcusfully, huving killed one Indian while in the act .
of shootling a soldier. The encmys ; ot i e . '

- FCRDHE et LWL, olls time agsembling in great numbers frdm the
plain before us, and clouds of dust in the distonce shoved more v@re coming,
The ridiges on our right and leit vere now full of wurriors, who were slowly
gtining our reor, vWhich induced me to strengthen the rear guord, of @ll
points the enemy were kept at bay, when I diregted Cupt, Hussell to tile his
compuny into the brush and drive whe Indiang before hime, Yhis he did in
gallont style, The warriors retrented ond after o shuarp fire from the bluifs,
the cnemy guve us up the Tield, Our logs were one killed and seven woundeds

The surrounding heighty rendered tais streum on unsufe cump, hence
the Command advanced dovm (north) the stvewn until it pussed out of the
brush snd asconded the heighits on ithe lelt bank, Wiile advencing on the hill
ve distinguished (e voices ol Inditns tollking, cud hewrd their horses
neiging newr us, wherclore we halted to wvoid wn cutbush, but posted each
soldier te guurd aud net o nighb attack, Two Indiuns rode inteo our coup,
suppoging it to be their owm wnd wore only detected by their headdrecs, when
fired upon, lext morning one ol their horses luy in the cump Lilldéd by our
fire, The Indians kopl up their parley to = lude howr hut finnlly withdrew
irom their position, The Command leay on thelr arms 2ll night and obtuined
little rent or slecp,.

#At daylight I perceived tlie srouwnd on widch we luy wug most capuble
of defenee, although destitute o waler, wood or UraBs, wnd up rehending o
severe siruggle made the neccisury arrengoments for 1t,

The key to our pogition wes some small knolls on the summit of our
hille, These extended from & point in the northwest towards the north, also
from thut point towards the east, In the east a bluff uged by $he Indians as
u grive yord, afforded shelter to o small purty who guarded that side. Our
ground sloped graduclly towards the north, until it wet the poairie, or plain,
2 few of teese knolls fortundtely aflorded shelter to « party gucrding the
north, Our lines extended over g circle of aboul 400 yords dicmecter.

The Indians were in motion at m eoxly hour and pouwred out in swarms.
The point of rendezvous secnmed to be & wood fire near our'lines,
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in front of Cuitoin Russell®s position vhich was on the west sldes As

the numbers assewbling becume vory greut, Liecut, Gracie wdvoneced his
howitzer end threw o sphericul cosc shotl wiong thém, which created éon=-
gidercble consiternation, %Tuc encuy then gesttered wnd took up thedir:
respective positisns, surrounding us on ©1l gides, There were then 600

or 700 Indisns in view, occupying the heights beyond and overlooking us,.
or in the pluin in the norti or in the brush in the eagt, Theoe are the
supporting parties who in coge the cnemy folls back, churge them in the re-
treat, During the entire doy frosh perties were seen aporoaching frou the
hills, on the north side. Clouds of wmoving dust could he discerned far to
the north ~nd squadron after s uadron poured into the plain before uwn, until
sundowin, The nunbers probably had doubled.

As soon as the Inditns hod reconnoitered our position after surround-
ing us early in the wmorning their skirmishers advanced atealthily frem
cover, to cover, - They were armed with good rifles, hoed pleanty of wmmuni-
tion,aend fired Bocurliely.

The soldiers were ordered to conceil themselwves until the enemy
ar-ived sufliciently near to give the muskot shot effect, This enabled me
to economize our ammunition wund in o mecsure make our shooting wmore certain,
The cneny opened thelr fire on Cuptein lwogell's fronit, but tie umen being
covered, they preoduced no impression, Vhen another party ap Toochédf the
skirmishers on the south side advanced so near as Lo disable some of them,

o, charge of the bayoney conducted by Acting (lligter Sergeant Jumes
Mulholland of H Company ond Corpl, lia Ganuy of I Coupany drove ofi tlece,
mnd during the remeainder of the day, they contented themselves with o fire
at a distonce, The enemy then « proached on the north side, and here during
the day they kept up 2 continual sttock, relieving their skimmishers
fremently, In the early partesf, the attick Lance Corpl ilicIntogh end
Privote Vilson of I Compary with small parties charged and drew the Indians
frowm their position, vhich during the day made them extremely cautious in
their anproaches, still ther kept up their fire ot this point until the
close ol vhe
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wction, A3 ovening aporcached it was obgerved that great numbers oflthe
enemy occupied the bluffs on tie oyposite side of .he streamy, o8 if re-
solved to Leep us during the night frow the water. As night come on, the
arrungenents were made to descend to the waler, the advance and rear vere
marched on fonl, ready for actione It was necossary too that my comaund
get some rest and ihe force beifore them was entirely toe greal and too
-active to vrelax in the piriect woatch tiaot hag thus fur beon keplt upe Hetrsul
geemed to be the only means lefi us Lo gove the little band from cntire
destruction, accordingly ofier reaching the water wilthout oppisivion the
commund turned for the mountain pucs wnd advenced with.caution, Unfortunately
the guide vwho accompanied ue was not gualified Lor whe.duty and lost the
roadas Lhl8 coused Uhe rear gucod who kept the old trail by which we entered
tie valley, te separate from us, As soon as we found the main trad 1,1
ordered the guide to procecd after the rvewr guard and bring them to us.
Ileving at 2 o'clock in the morniayg reuched o srove of fir and built two
fires ap beacon lights for those in the rear and as cook fires for the 3
hangry soldiers, I learnt here that the howvitzer carrisge had becoue
ungerviceable and could not be pulled further, so hod been abandoned; but
the plece dtoelf was packed und brousht upe, Ve remted hers until the
dawn of dey. As scon ag it wag light we porceived the roadas in the valley
Tilled with Indlans hagtening after use, On packing up ond mustexring our
Torece, w6 found that more than thirty of our men were absent snd a large
number of animals had not come upe With the glass, I scanned the valle¥d
in ull directions in hopes of zceing signs of our absentees, but everywhere
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I 'found Indisns hostening towards us, Defore i

6 ) E
leaving, the guide Jointd us ond reported that he "hed faoiled to f£imd the
cuard, We then had Bbout forty men to protect the younded and our
remaining animale, aand with these we progecd on our march, hoving burned
up everything chout to be ebandoned, We had not proceeded Iar vhen found
the enemy in considerable numbers had already gotten to our rear to oppose
our mhreh, As soon as the firing commenmced, the rear guard deployed o
skirmishers, end I aveiled myseli of this moment while the eneny vatohed
the guard, to digpatch the Indian, Joum, to Fort Dalles, on wy private
horse, 8o most likely t take him through, The letter however had beon
written the worning before, o3 the date indicates, and before the vast
numbers, which poured in from the north, on S@nday, hod made their appear-
ance, Ior gix or eight miles tle enemy attacked us with greuat spirit
and a running fire was kept upe On the morch, the mule cuxrrying the
howitzer was much distressed from want of food and its heavy weight, and
gave signs of foiling. The saddle too turned ind it was with great dif-
ficulty brought on, Seeing & cluster of bushes neor at hand, I gove the
order to cazche it, ,

The men behoved with great gollantry and energy, and kept the Indisns
s0 far off as to do but little deumage, only woumding two men, Having
found 2 narrow strip of timber muling out into the prairie, vhich left
a comparatively smell plece of wood o be guarded, I moved the command
into it, and alloved my weory soldiers @ holt, The Indians after care-
fully recomnoitering on all sides, tried to burn us oul, by flring the
gross in the prairie und wood; but our counter fires geve them 1little
hope of success. They then aporoached us in the woods nd endeavored to
pick ofl our mene Iy four o'clock pe me they had obtained good positions
and weve doing o me execution,

?‘

Cant, Russell who commended thas flunk proposed another charge, and
gotting o Tew wore men, I hastensd to join him, when the charge was mede
und the Indians were driven coupletely and thoroughly out of the woods,

They did not return to molest us, but eontsrited themselves by staxrting
o dozen or more of larse fires in the woods beyend the praicie in various
directions around us, as if to isipede ouwr progress through the woods, by
fires, or to oxwoge us to their aim in passing through, During the huall,
the conimols were fed upon flour ond the men supplied with as much bread
ond sugar as they could (eorry?) iiws consuming og fur as proacticable the
few rations, The camp was too much exposed to the view of the enemy to
dentroy the provisions by deoy, cend thus expose the extromity of our distress,
lior would it do to burn them &% night, yet on marching it wes found necegszry
to mount as many men 29 possible oo thoir strength was graduelly failing
and ‘during the night snother separation night thereby tseke plooe, Aocording
ly the unimuls were takeu for the use of the troops, &nd & few ssacks,
principully of pork was chandoned, After getting beyond the fire of the
encwy, the troops were all mounted and soon &€ ter daylight in the morning
we reached our second nights camp where we found our rear guard in salety,
and halted to rest, The accompanying poper marked B, will show the list
of the killed 'nd wounded during these threc days #fghting, viz: 5 killed
and 17 wounded, It hos becen found that somé of our men were twicc wounded,
altlioush they =re reported as simply woumnded.

About sundown the troops resumed their march to Fort Dalles, On the
way s, Lieut, Day's Comp L, Jrd Artillery, which hod promptly
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resvponded to my call, was Iound encumped, and, there beinug no occugion
for his advancing farther at the time he re turned with his company,
The whole command returned on the 10th instants,

It is painful to reflect, that after my 1ittle command hag fought
successfully, in the three doys, ogoainst great odds, wnd brought off
all ite wounsed, buried the dead, &nd preserved ito ameunition, 1t
will still suffer the impubtation of dr@eféat, The loasges of public
property’ are considerable, and I feel that I am answerable for it, There
may be and doubtless will be, doubts in the minds of many wheitner I have
taken sufficient nains to proserte the public property), ucmnd particulorly
the howitzer, and for this reason I reppéotfully request that a ecourt of
inquiry moy be convened by the general commanding the Dept. of the
Pacifié to emamine into the fasts and report their opinion.

: I cannot speak too highly of the officers, including Pr, Hammongd,
who accompanled mee I ferl véry much indebiéd to them for their cordial
cooperation, There being but two with me, besides the Doctor, and
being engaged constantly, I found it necesoary to mely on Capt.% Russell
and his company iA the more oritical position and keep Licut, Gracie
with His howltzet, thus leaving many paris of the defense to non=com
officers, Caunt, Russell gallantly meintained his trust on all occasions,
Licut, Gracie had several opporiunlities to fire his howitser with effect
and produced much eonsternation, after which they watched the howitzer
and retired from the point to which it advancoed,

Dre llammond was attentive to the wounded awnd bestowed every core
whalch our positidn would permit., e also found opportimitiezs to shoot,
and on four occasions there is Llittlc doubt but that he killed and
wounded his malXlc,

The non-tom officers bohaved'modt gonllantly, The list of wounded
gpeaks well of than, Both of my non-com staff were wounded, Serpgi,
Rowlend Cotion oi ECGmmpony, acting sergt. major, was shot through the
left hand, and though wounded, lent me every assistance in his pouer,
subsequently, he discovored en enemy's ball in his breast pocket, vhich 9
had indemted itgelf in one of his rifle balls and lodged theres Bergt,
Jormes luwlhollond of H Company, the acting quortemmaster sergeant, was
wounded threc times, the 1.0t wog fatal and he fell at the finel choarge
on the Indians, vihlch drove them off for goods Irom the first meeting
of the enemy this non-com officer's conduct was comspicuous and dis=-
tinguished, ] '

Both the lst scrseents of the conpanies set an éxwmple of bravery
which refleets the highest credit upon theme Both were wounded, Two
lance corporals also were wounded, 9Yhe men behaved witlh courage and
enersy, particuloarly cfter chey had become occush omed vo the war whoops
and the c¢rack of the rifle, In yegaxrd to the cmeny Defore us, it is due
to them to say that they fought with a courage Lar beyond my expectations,
ond continued their efforts with (without?) Intermission for sush a
protracted period as to suggest most unpleasant idena, It ip pfoper
perhaog to express my o avictions that the conduct of the chnomy was the
result of frequent suscesses, and perhaps o part of thove succesues may
have been the overthrow of Lieut, Slaughter's command,

I am gir, Very Respedtfully,
Your Obt, Servant,
{Signed) Go 0. Ieller,
Cope of Expeditions
Livute, Henyry C, ilodges, 4th Inf, .
a & a8 ¢ to llead Qra. of Dist,
Fort Dalles, O, Te



“wo Buttes “xcerpts from military correspondence

Dalles of the Columbia, O,T,

i NOovember, 19,1855
4gr Yept. Letters _ev. '54-58

Lo His ™xcellency fob. “eorge G. Curry
Governor of Orezon territory
“ir:

In obedience %o your order I took up the lire of march for
the Yakima country on the 3d instant. On the ev ning of the 7th I arrived
with my command in company with the U.S8. troops under command of Maj.
Rains on the southern edge of the Yakima valley and encamped on the Simcoe
Liver, On the morni~ s of the 8th I detailed Cap. C ornelius w@ﬂ with
twenty-fivemen from his comreny "C" end ten men from each of the other

comranies anddirected the Capt. with his command consisting of about

sixty-ni e men to follow up the valley for the p rpose of recoinnerting

the enemy and to driven in their stock if found in t hat direction.

‘he remainder of the command proceeded over the vallgy in the

3

direction of the main Yakima on whichI encamped for the night with U.S.
troops i advance, During the day the rear, comprising Capt. Hembree's
Go © and Capt. “‘ayden's Co G found it nec cessary to encamp some four miles
inthe rear of the main body by reason of the inabllity of a sick man,
who wa§ carried on a litter, to proceed further,
(Heggi;e killcd from ambush on small patrol following yesar

apout where Alfalfa is located)

My command was thus separated into three detachments. Shortly

after I had formed my cemp Maj Rains then about two miles in advance

dispatched to me an express with information that he had discovered

the I dians on the bank of the ri er opposite h s command. { immediately

or ered out Capt. “ennett with about forty of h s ®mpany and sbout
y

L]

twenty four ~o “ under Liesut Conner and w th them proceeded up the

river to where I found the U.S. troops engaged in firi g for the purpose
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of dislodging some Indians who occupied the brush border ing the other
(sic) on the eastern side of the river, tfter a slight delay in
finding a ford we succeeded in c rossi g, the indiens in the meantime
retreating to a high hill, “e p rsued them charging up the hill, the
Tndians firing at us a few shots during the ascent and then deserting
their positions. We gave theﬁ pursuit over very difficult grounds but
were rompelled to relinquish our efforts to come up with them as
there fresh horses weremuch superior to our own., Lt. Sheridan of
the U.S, Army with some kw#&axxw twenty dragoons together with a few
other persons promptly follcwed us over the river and up the hill. “he
enemy continued their retreat to the summit of a mountain, immediately
to the northeast of the hill, whi e we retraced o r course to the crossing
of the river but found it too deep and rapid. In the attempt
unfortunately two of the U.S. troops were drowned. “e retiped to our
cemp after dark where we were preseatly joined by “apt. “Yornelius
and his detzchment, :he capt. reported that he had been engaged by a
superior force of the enemy for the last half of the afternoon
that two of his party were severely wounded andme slightly and that
several of his horses ware injured during the en -agement. The conduct
of Eapt. Cornelius and the men under his commend was highly creditable
to themselves, They doubtless inflicted considerable injury upon the
enemy and brought into camp two head of cattle they had captured and
retai ed during the gight,

On the morning of the 9th we mowdd in dircction of the Gap in the
range of hills through whi'ch the Yakima and are known as the "Two
Buttes." Capt. pornelius ,dembree and “ennett with thelr respective
companies proceded in advance and rapidly drove the Indians from the

plains and brush .h ch skirted the river to the positicn they had




3-"wo Buttes Expedition corresn ondence, Volunteers
: 2 b4

previously attempked to fortify on the buttes. A serge:nt was sent
bsck for the howitzers to dislodge them, as the main butte was too
steep for horses to scale. Lieut Piper and Day of the artillery came
promptly upon the ground and fired a few shots but such was the elevated
position of the enemy that the shells could not be thrown to reach them.
fhe whole ¢ mmand in due time having arrived an encampment was formed

at the base of the buttes, Major Haller and Capt, Auger with their
comnanies and a large detachment from the volunteers nobly charped up

the hills. ‘*he enemy with their accustomed prudence expendecd a cons iderable
amount of ammunition at a very respectable distance at this force,
and quickly fled down the oprosite side, #t darkour fires were blazing
upon the summit of the butte wh ch the Indians had ocgcupied but an hour
before . The position of the enemy had selected was a strong one. ihey
numbered about 300, “ith but little resolution they might have
maintained their stronghold against our whole force,b ut it was wrested
from them without the slightest injury to the assallants. Dyring the night
the enemy occupied the butte but wth diminished strength. in the morning

‘wo comran ies of

they were driven off. Capt. “embree o “o D ena
Infantry under Capt., Walling and iyssell. (sic) This time however

the enemy was less fortunate as tw of their number were killed at
the base of thehill. ~ had 'detailed Maj. Apmstrong Qith the
comnany of Capt. Hayden and a portion of “ompany C under Lt Hannas (%
difficult to decipher) to pass throuzh the gorge and deplo to the lef}
under the butte so as to surround and cut off the retreat of the enemy.
Owing to some inex 1icable mistake this detachment did not follow the
maj. but charged up the river, leaving a gap for the enemy to

escape, During this day detached parties scoured the plains in

various directions havins slight skirmishes wi th Indians and at night
drove into cimp on the Atanham ,considerable stock. ‘his night our
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encanpment was two miles east of the mission. g the Indians had

B ldently abandoned that section of the country, Maj. “ains was
@ prehensive they had congregatedin the neighborhood of Yatches
(crossed out and Nisches inserted) péss to attack Capt. Maloney's
command which was believed to ‘e approaching the Tar ima country
through that pass.

(additional concerns rest of expedition, burniig of mission,
burning of Kamiakinis house, references to, deep snow,d&fficultieé of

-

returning to the “alles and

"...I am satisfied that the resistance offered by their force at
the pass of the Two Buttes wa merely forthe purpose of gaining
a litfile more time to accomplish the remote r moval from the Yakima
country of small scattered portions of theilr stock...

e have routed m ddispersed them wherever they conld be found. ¥Ye
have taken some of thelir stock, principally wild mares and\colts about
one hundred head of which were sho by my orders as thev were

)

paxafEx perfectly wuseless to our men and could not be guarded at night
without mounting guard with the whohe company at once for that purpose
The fewc ttle which have been found were also ‘wixx wild and have
been killed forthe purpose of subsistance of the comuand,
«e.'® returned from the Y& ima by thetrail which Maj.hﬁller
effected h&s retreat. I took some pains to examine the position
wh ch he had occupied in his defence and saw ample evid nce of his having

been surrounded by the enemy in wry good force. “he only ma ter of

surprise is thathe escaped with a single man

J.W, Nesmith, col. commanding 0.M. V.




