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“alles, August 13, 1857
Je V. Wesmith, *sq. Dear sir:
On the 30th of July “ol. Wrisht notificd the
parties living on the onposite side of ther iver to move, Mr. Morse
im ecdlately complied with his request sold out his effects and left, Mr,
OConnel refused to move, stating that he held his claim under the donation
law--things stood this way until the 5th of Auzust vhen the Col, sent a force
of men over the river took down O Connéla house and moved it and all his
traps on this qide of the river. Since then I ha e heard nothing salid,
There is no news from the interior w rth relating. The Indians are all
quiet so far as I know,
Respeetfully etc.

A, P. Dennison
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Office Indien Agent
LYg1iles O,T., Aug. 13,1857
Sir:

Enclosed pleasse find my smnual report, I shoul havé made it esrlier but
my time has been so much occupled settling difficulties b tween J'ncilj'.arus and
white that it has been impossible, I rogret not being able to glve a more

full and detailed report , if thrre is any other fact or thing connected
with this agency that I have not spoken of which you deslire me to repart,

please write me and I will try and supply the deficlency.
Respectfully etc,

A.P, Dennison, Indian Agent
J. W, Nesmith, esq.
Supt. Ind, Affairs,

Salem, Oregon.,

[Dennison's annual report, together with the annual reports of other
agents and sub-agents, was ent to ir"'es\sl'xington to ac compeny Superintendent
Negmith's annual report,and is to be found inthe incoming files of the

Wwashin=ton office under Oregon and “ashinzton, N336/1857, enclosure 14, It

was printed in the annual report of the Comuissioner of Indien Affairs

for 1857 (Serial #8%fxx 919), p. 659-883.
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Fort %alla Walla,
July 13,1857
Sip:
Under existing orders I have believed 1t to be my duty to prevent the
indtenx traders, although licensed, frmm building houses in this valley,
Tnis is , however recarded by them as a hardship and I desire to refer
the matter to &k Dept, Hd. “rs. Be pleassed to inform me what sre the views
of the gener:l respecting this class of persons, S3hall they be permitted

or not to establish themselves a1 ywhers in the Indiancountry.

Very hespectfully
E,J. Steptoe,
th. Lt. ‘001. UOS [ ] Al

Comdy. post

Ma jor %,", Mackall

A.A.G. U.S.A,

e ey R R dead qrts Dept of the Pacific
Sen F ranciscoCel, Aug 10,1857

Sir: Your letter of July 18th asking for inftructions in relation to Indian

treders has been submitted to Brigadier Genersl Clarke. le directs that

those licensed be permitted to.trade aud build for the convenience of

tradingz, but that the prohibition to introduce or trade in iiguor be rigidly

enforced. I am sir, stc. W., lackall,

To Lt. Yol. Steptoe, 9th Infantry, “omdy, Fort Walla “alla, W,T,
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Fort S'mcoe, W.T., Angust 15,1857
Colonel:
I enclose you herewitb a copy of a communicrtion addressed by Mr. ATH.
Roble , s=cial Indian agont at the Dalles to iir, Yeer under dete of the 1llth
ulto informing the laetter thet the Indians of the district are to be ocon=-
gider-d hostile and turning them over to the military authorities, I do this
for the purpose of ascertainiigfro: you lst whether it was intended to '
withdrew the appolntment of Mr, Ueer as locel Indien agent here, as he
represents himself to be; and 2nd; wvhe ther under the o~erstion of Mr. Roble's
lotter all licenses tot rade with these Indlans previously given by Indian
agents do not become null anc vold, fhig 18 my own bel isve and opin’on'aﬁd
that the miiitery suthorities while this state of things exists have the right
towggg out of the country all.traders who enter d 1t under such permits or
licenses and toegggggg their warningg but I prefer firat to ascertain from
the proper source whet rules and regulations have been esteblished by the
{ndien Dept. in “ashingion in relstion to the matters.
The ab ject of these enquiries relate particularly to the case of a
dy, Bonner (?) from the Delles; who under the authority
(The enclosure mentioned in the followlng letter has not been found in
the files of the Oregon superin tendency)
of a ppmmit to trade with Indisns nrovide... in este lishing himaelf in
close proximity to my post and cerry on a trade with my comnand and in
contempt of my wishes repeatedly given him, ‘o a bonafide and legitimeste trader
with the Indiens in this cou try I , of course, have no least of objection,
Indeed I would prefer to encourage'and protect such traders, but when a man
under the license and guise of trading with Indians enters the country
with a determine not only to trade with a8 mlitery post mhkixkatxthe which

the government has deemed it proper to esteblish inthat country and towhich

he has not b en invited or desired but is ,., of 1ts police regulations it

presents a case in my judgment which ough! to be brought to the notlce of
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of the highest officer of the Indian department in the caintry,
I therefore report the csse to you with the request that Mr. Ponner
llcense may be withdrawn if it has not already becore mull end void under
4r, R-bies letter, or that he w8y be warned by your authority not to establish
himselfl in the imweciate vicinity of this jost--say thrce miles, nor t rade
wi ththe comvand thereof,
I should esteem it 83 a fsvor if such a cond ition would be afforded to
all licenses which it may be thought proper to give in future to traders
entering thlis country. :
I beg to be Informed of your ac''on in &xhix the cese of Mr, Bonner at
your earllest convenience, .
{ am air, very respr ctfully
Lour etce
R.3, Carnett, Major 9th Infy.
i VYomdy Post
_ Col. J.W. Nesmith,
Supte Ind. Affairs,

3alem, OIRS
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Office Indian “#gent, Dalles, 0,T., August 18,1857

Sir: Enclosed please find estimate of expenses for the 4th querter ending
1st December, 1857,

There is an item in mv estimate of four thousand dollars for the moving
of the Wasco Indians to the Reservation. It i1s my opinion that it will require
the above mentloned suﬁ for t he moving of these families, which are unable
to move themselves, Buch is the old and infirm, thelir property and the
property of those who have no horses,

Respcctful yetc,
A.P., Dennison, Indian 4gent
J. 7. Nesmith,
Supt. +nd. Affairs, “alem, Ore.

No. 1857 NO. 216 :
Office Indian Agent, Palles, 0.T. Aug 18th,1857

Estimates of expenses for the queter ending December 31st, 1857 North
Eastern District Oregon,

For Sslary of agent and one local agent %625

L] N physicien 250
L g Interpreter | 125
Incidental expenses 400
Restoring end maintaining peace | fs,ooo
Movinz %asco Indians to Reservation 4,000
13,400,90

A 7, Dennison, Indian Agent
N.E. “istrict Oregon
J. . Nesmith, esq.

Supt. Ind, Affairs, Salem, Oregon,
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Oreice Special Ind, Agent,Palles, Bept. 2,188
Col. J.¥W. Nesmith, Sipt. Ind. #ffairs, “alem, 0.T.

S1ir: I have the horor to acknowledge the receipt ofvour communication of
August 24th with enclosed copy of letter fram Major R.S, Carnett, Comdy.
Fort Ximcoe snd yo:r reply to same.

in peference to Mr., J.C. Geer I would state that I never knew of his
being an agent or employes of the Department,.

Apont thé 20th of March last I authorigzed Mr, “Ycer (as hewas living
in the Yakema and acquainted with the Indiens) to tem «rerily take c herge
of the friendly Indians in thet portion of the clstrict.and report to me
their number , condition etc together with any other Information he could
obtain in reference to Indlan affairs which he very kindly done without
compensstion.

I never considered him en employe of the Department although 1n my report

to the superintendent of the 3lst of March last I reportecd the fact of
having mele the sbove arrengement with him a&s & fecllity for gathering rel-
jable information.

A few days previous to eddressing the letter of wh ch ¥aj, Garnett has
ment you a copy I was informed that Mr. Ggey was representing himself
as locsl agent. I would not believe at the time tha£ such was the fact
however I thought it best to anull the authority gliven him last Merch,

Tho ceuse of makin- the statement that I did in reference to the lndiens
in the Yekama being oons idered hostile was froa a misunderstanding by
which I had understood that gol. Wright corisidered s8ll the Indians in Yakama
as such and under the direcction of the military. “hortly after I learned that
Col. Yri ht had reference to a few particular bands., I did not correct the

mis teke withlp, Ueer for the rer m that 1414 not think he would have a y
occasion to exhibit the letter,

As regards Mr, Ponner L would state that he mesde & verbal application

tome about the first of 1lsst Yay for a license to trade with the Indians in
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I informed him t hat I was not authorized to grant such a license and
refered h'~ to Col,*nnison as being the only agent in the vicinity having
the authority .

He made en applicetion to Cnl, ennison and got @ permit to trade after
filing h's bond etc. Col, Dennision xxfdwill write gnd glve the particulars,
I belleve Mr, Bonner and his ... Fartners to be honest, upright and law

abiding men and so far ss I have been eble to learn the omly charge Maj.
Garnett makes azainst him is that they are inteferring with the trsde of the
sutler,

I regret very much to learn that my report did not resch vou In time to be
of service 1n making up your annugl reportp ' |
I wrote you on the 19th in reply to vours of the 11th and stated that I
had made my report in the evening previous. I afterwards found that the mail
would not leave the “alles for several days so I withdrew it from the office
end as I was golng to Portland took it with me and -ailed it on

the morning of the 24th at the office at Portland.

It will cersainly rench you before that if it does 1ot plerse inform
me end I will send you snother copy.

Most respectfully etc,
 8,H. Robtle,
Special Indian A gent,

“aph, *erritory
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Olympia, Aug. 21st, 1857
Priend Hesmiths
I have sent an account of the murder of col. Ebey to lr,
Pash(?) and Mr, Armstrong writes to you tody concernin: the seme. Byt I wish
to add a few words concerning the action of the army forces placed here by
our old "much" ? for our protection.
The next morning ef‘er the murder of Col. "bey the citizens of Port
Towsend sent to "aj. Haller for assistance in tr ing to capture or
chastize the murderers. ‘he maje. sent back word that he had orders to camplete
hls barracks, that he could not therefore send such asgssistance,

Now the Hajor may be tied down by Listructions, but themex certai-ly is
a greet wrong sonewhere and one that ought to be corrected,

The master of the "Active" thought he mxXl could not leave his legitimate
buginess to pursue the I diaus as he caniot discharge again from her
without injurinz or perhaps destroying the instruments and he did not arrive

at Port Townsend t111 Thursday after the murder which took place on Tuesday

night so the lndfans would have s long start.

But there 1s no such excuse for Mtj.ﬂalle:‘ » “e fdlls back on the cut
throat instructions , It is supposed this murder was one of those threstened
by the northem Indiens in revenge of thosc killed at Port Gambls by Uncle

Lom's Massachusetts., Thius one of Milo Sem's (? ) war stoamers makes
lesves?
an assault then lesrns (under instructionsdf course) and the FREPBR poonle
unprotected must pay the penalty. with dceth,

Byt there is no use I su nose in urgling our complaints at ‘lashington
any longzer. We must be content in tellingthem to one another and in
pittyiﬁg (sic) each other.

We have not, it is true,made the best use in every instaence of the
means of defense tha'! came to us by the authority of Uncle Same-end w e have

not been 1n every instance the law kbiding peopl that we ought to be for
we have deuolished his courts of justice, kidnaped his judves end clerks



2
without rhyme or resson. these things have weaned our old uncle's affections
from us and will thersfore leave us to pay the penalty of our own folly.
If we are more ever in the position pehhaps Uncle Sam will relent and give
us what we most need, a war steamer on the sound.
I think of no other news

All are well , veryrespeotfully

#mrgr Ceo %, Corliss
J. Ve Nesmith, esq.

valem, 0.T,
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Office indien Agent, Dalles, Sept. 1lst, 1357

Sir:

I have heen informed that Major Yarnett has has (sic) made complaint
to you in reference to & Mr. “onner trading in the Indian country asking to
have this lic nse-;nnulhad etce Perhaps I have nezlected my duty in not
informing vou at an earlier day that I had granted or siven Honner & Co.
permit &o trade In the Indian country near Fort Simcoe. fy apology is I have
been sc busy in and out of the office for the last month that I have not
had time to complete and forwsrd the papers,

I will endesvor to glve you a brief history of this matter as I umderstand
it. #bout thefirst of last July Edwin L., Bonner . Qpperson bonner and R:chard
A. Eddy made application to me for license totrade with the ‘ndians in

bimcoe v

alley. I being the only agent In this vieinity authorized to grant
licenses, The above named parties underthe first name of Bonner and Yo filed
their bond with sireities end I supposed it had zave them a8 permit to trade
until this bond and license ®mm should be egpproved by the proper authority

or aniwlled, Sirce whichtime s 1d Ponner & Co have faithfully observed all

the regulations of the Indisn Yept. so fer as I have any knowk dge and have
been well behaved, After receivin - their permit said Bonner and Co established
their tradinz house ebout one mile from Fort §imcoe outside of what they supnos
to be the limits of the militsry reservation and xxix where they could

recelve protection from the Fort in case of an emergency. Shortly after they
hsd established their house,Major CGarnett requcsted them to move their
house off from the re ervation or some five mile- from the fort. Mr, E,L,
Bonner who was in charge of the store informed the major that i1f he would
show him the lines of their reservation he would move his house outside

of them, which the major declined to do and ip. Bonner refused to move,

The ma Jor then issued an order to have Bonner arrested his house torn

down end his goods seized which order was executed. The major soon found
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he had goné to (sic) far snd released Mr. Bonner and restored to him hls
property,he then run the linesof the reservétion and Mr. Ponnér moved back
to his old place or neasr it. The maja then issued another order that el 1l
soldlers and employees should not trade with s sid Bonner & Yo, and stationed
a suard in front of their store door. I never heard that Major Garnett
made any charges against Bonwer & Vo or that ikmrExkan they had
comuitted any offense except to sell goods to =k soldiers and govta
employees, This is & simple na}rative of this matter as I understand it,.

If I have done wrong in giving Bo_n:xer & Cos permit to trade in the Simcoe
valley it being out of my district, please inform me and I will try and undo
what I have done and they will make application to you. 1 granted them a
permlt at the time thinking that if the spplication had been made to you
it would have been ranted,from the conversation I had with you when ‘- you
was here,

- Enclosed please find Sonner % Co's apnlication, eond HE and license which
I hope will meet your spprobation. I belis ve they are in ac ordance with
the regulation of the Depsr tment, I shall be glad to hear from you in
relation tothis matter as soon as convenient.
Respectfully etc,
A P, Dennison, Indlan ®gent.
J.w. Nesmith, Supt. Ind, 4ffairs, Salem, Oregon.

P.S. You will please find enclosed Bonner ' Co invoices of merchandise,
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“ort ¥alla Walla, Wov. 7th,1857
Sir: I rec'd your letter respecting DWolff hut delayed to answer it till
I coulcd see what turn matters would ake with him end now although he certainl;
did bring liguor in his troin most of which I selzed and have now in store
here, it is a quaestion with me whether the offense might not be overlooked
this time. I feel confident thet he at lesst will behave himself in future,
One Indien drenk of d"olff's liquor untill (sic) he died; if such a thing
should occur again I have not the least doubt that the Indians would
tear the trader in pileces, '
Tin-tin-met-sa visits the Dalles in hopes to hear something of his

ten hor:es lost bhere a few months ago. I told him t hat there 1s no

question of your doing 41 in your power to m cover them or to aid him in

the matter.

Very nespct. etc.

E.J. Steptoe

Mr.nbnﬁison, Yalles,

[Francis I. DWIf f, Indisn trader in Colville Vallkey W.T., licensed by
A,P, Dennison who sent orders or request to Steptoe to apneehend him,

seize bond, gocis etc.]
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office Lndien #gent, Palles, Oct. 12,'5

Sir:

Last week I called the Wasco Indiens together for the purpose of notifying
them thet they must remove to the reserve. Upon their assembling md
kmking telking the sub} ct over I found there was so many poor femlllies
that would require me %o assist them in removin: and thost that were Xxamm not
poor toldme that they would require me to move thelr cropsx or they wo'ld
have to abandon them, such as potatoes and corn of wﬁich they have a con-
siderable quantity, that I getermined to have them remainin ghelr -resent
locetion fthe coming. 1hey can be subsisted here at 1ittle or less expense
this winter them they c~ 14 be upon the reservation owing to the large expense
of trensportingz their supplies. 1 have to d them that they must go to
reserve early Iin the spring.

I gesire you will if nossille make and forwerd to me at your earllest
convenience a8 copy of that part of the treaty of the 25th of June, 1855
which refers to the purchase of the houses and other improvements which
the “asco Indians now occupy, so I ecsn informt hemwhat they may e xpect
if the tresty should be ratified,

Respectfully etc.

AP, Dennison, Indien Agent.,

Ty J.7. Vesmith, esq.

Supt. Indlan Affairs, Salem, 0.T.
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Fort vancouver, %,T, October 13,1857
ToCol. James W, Nesmith, Superintendent, Indian “ffalrs 0,T. s ANCEX
Sir:

I herewith trommanitk to you for your special consideration and
endorsement statements end affidavits exhibiting the claim of Messrs
Brooke, Boomford and Co for loss of cattle etc. in the Walla %alls country
by hm tile Indians at the comencement of the I dian war in the esutumn of
1855.We

R®xke desire that this clailm should pass througrh your office with such
recom endation in the premlises as you may feel autha ized to make to
the Com. of Indisn Affeirs at “ashington.

"ery truly
Your obt. servant

B IE)

rooke, “roomford & Co.
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Department of the Interior, Orfice I dian 2ffairs
September 19th, 1857
Sirs
Authentic intelligence has been recelved of the unfortuncte loss of the
stemm r "Central Americs" formerly calliéd the George Law" with her passengers
and mails coniected wlth the Pacific line &f steamers to “alifornis md
Oregon.
It 1s suprosed that some official comnunicstions from yourself and the
agents under vour superintendency have failed to reech this office by
reason ofthe unfortunate disaster,
If this sho:ldbe the case, you are requested to forward by the next
stcamer after the receipt of this leiter 8 duplicate of any communication
to thé depsrtment whichmight probsbly have been in the mail so lost--and
to direct your agents to send duplicates of any reports that they may have
f orwarded by the last Pacific steamer heving reference to this date,
very respectfully etc.,
Charles E, Mix

acting com issioner

JeW, Nesmith, esq.
Supt,., Ind. 2ffairs

Salem, Orecon ter,
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Fort “imcos W,T,

September 37, 1857
Hg jor: (ext act)
# # In thils connection it is proper to say that lsst fell the Indian
Departmcnt deposited at this post 16000 pounds of flour for issue to the
friendly Indians in this V1c1nity during the winter, this fell they have md
made no deposilt at all, nor do I heur of eny intentions to uakeo one.
the frie dly l.diens o occupied the lopinish lastwinter have already made
anxious énquiries as to whether they can got any flour EXxiz here this
winter and stnte that the salmon fishing upon which they chiefly depend

for food durinz the winter has been unustally poor during the past sumner,

I am ®1ir, Very Respectfully
Your Obt Svt,
(S*'gned R.8, Garmett)
Mg jor 9th Infy.
Major W.wW, Mackall Coady FPost.,
Asst, Adjt, ©

enersl

Sen Francisco, Cal,
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Jacksonville, 0.T. October 31,1857

Supt. I 'd. Affairs, “ashington T.

Sire I write to you for the purpose of ascertaining some information in

rezerd to the payment of the claim against vour department of Poyd & Blakely

of ¥66 I brlieve for ithe publication of the notice of the Yakima Treaty

etc. in the "Umpqua Gazette," On the 6th March 1last I signed and enélosed

to Yov. Stevens, then superintendent, a voucher for the amount end af ter-

wards received a letter, dated darch 27th, 185%,from the superintendent

stating that our sccount had "bern received, end the account apﬁroved"

and he says "i have no funds on hand at bke present time annlicable

to the rayment of this accou t but expect a remittance sha tly. Ag gsoon

as the neccssary funds are placed at my d1 posal you will be apprised

of the fact and the account sottled.

You will please inform me how soon the claim can ®® probably be
paid. ‘r, Boyd has gone tothe states and I am authorized to collsct all
claims of Zoyd # Biakely.

I glso wish to wake the seme inquiriles in relation to the cleim of K. Vault
(?) end Blakely for publishin; seme treasties in the "Table Rock ™ entinel"
amouﬁting to %150. 62, ‘he account was aporov 4 by Supt. Stevens and
vouchers were enclosed to us by 'im in a letter dated March 27,1857
We simed the vouchers and returned them to him., Please inform us when

we may ExXIxe expect the cleim paid.
Respectfully stce.

“lex Blakely.



land opening

land opening

‘he Puget Scund Courier of July 12,1855 carried an official

notice that lands of the interlior were oren to settlement.

Curtis,”orth American *ndian, VII ,p 21. “lso Snowden,Clinton,

Lk gistory of *“ashington , Yol 1II, pps 328-29.

Alex “larely ,wrote from fac“sonv lle, O0.7. Yct. 31,1857 inquiring
as to stutus of pavment for a cla'm of ¥65 submitted for publication of the
Treaty “otice in the ympquah vazette on March 6,1857, aad for publicat on
of the same treuties in the Table Rrck “entinel for TlSO for which

vouchers were = bu- tt d in Tarch, 271857

Urezon Puptcy of ldian #ffairs, Microfil roll 15 ¥6.024 icrocony 2,

1857, K Letter No, 276.
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Office Indien “gent
Dalles, Nov. 4:h, 1857
Sir:
- O94nge tek ing chdrpge of the Yakama District “agshington ferritory which
was formerly in cherge of Speclsal Agent Roble I have made myself somewhat
gcquainted with the wants and neceasitles of the Indians 1n that district
and not beinz informed whethier or no Mr.RBobie hasmade an estimate of expenses
for the present quarter I “eg to submit the following.
For purchase of mrovisions etc “2,500
of g Cilothinz et 2,000
If in your power to furnish me with the amount cf fund above mentioned
+ desire vou will do so at the carliest possible moment. I am of the
opinion that the a'ove amount will be actually necessary to supply the
Indians in that District so as to prevent any unusial amount of
suffering the coning winter.
Etcs
A,P, Dennison, L dlan 4 gent
to J.W. YNeamith, e8q.

Sunt, Ind. Affairs, Salem, 0.T.



Oreron “uptcy. Indien Affairs. Roll 15 , No, 2 1857 No. 282
lgad Quarters Yent of the Pacific
Sen Francisco,Cal. Nov. 35,1857
Sip:
Brigadier General Clarke , comdy., directs me to transmit the enclosed
cony of a letter from the comuanding officer at “alla %“alla.
The opinions expressed to the Indlens by Mr. J, Hoss Brown (sic)
as therein given are entirely at varance with the views taiken by you in
the intervie:agately with the Zmikaax general and by him communicatec thro!
the c'm-anders of posts to the Indians,

He is confident you "ave not changed vour nolicy without comunicating
this change to him; and thinks it probable that you are not aware of the
course pursued bylMr, Brovn.

I am sir, etce.

dvy, Mackall,

Col., J.We Newsmith
Supt. Indlan Affairs
Orezon end “ashington,

Palem, 0.T.

1857 No. (enclosure to 282)
copy)
Fort %“alle Walla, Oct. 19,1857
Sirs |
It 1 my duty to inform the general that Wr. J, Ross Brown (sic)

actinz I believe a:nagent of the Indilan Bureau did in a recent conversation
with "Lawyer" the Nez Perces Cnhief , assert that Ggvernor Stevens
Tre-ty of #alla Walla could "cebtainly be ratified and enforced.

Mr, Williem Craig, who ac'cd as interpreter on the occasion 1 ives
me this Information.

“Yons idering that this statement is In direct opposition to whet the
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Indians have been told by us and to what as I believe nearly el 1 of them
desire, 1t seems to me in very bad taste to s ay ;a:: lesst of 1it,

Mr. Brown could <ot possibly have known that the treaty will "e
ratified , and even if he had, the proper time to enlihten the Indians
on the subject is obviously, after it shall have become a law, of theland;
he had no right to unsettle the Indian minds on e point respecting which
his ‘convictions are probably no stronger than the opposite bellief of many
others in daily intercourse with them,

I will simply add that in my opinlon sny attempt to enforce that
treety will be fol owed by immediate hostilitles, with most of the Tribes
in this part of the country--for which reasson 1t does eppesar to me
greatly desirable that a new comnisslon be appointed and a new treaty made
thorousthly digested and accepted by both sldes,

Very Mespectfully etec.
E,J. Steptoe, °vt. Lt, Col U.S.A,

Comdy Post.

Major W. U, wacksll,
Agst, Adjt. Yenl, USA,
Sgn Francisco offered
WeW, Mackall,

Aggst, Bdt, Gonl.



