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On the 20th I arrived at Fort “alla %alla where I was
cordially amd civilly received by Mr. “rchibald M¢Kinlay in charge
of the post. I employed several days here in making all preparations
f or the rest of the jonrney, mARd@gdadd for Ihad twenty horses to
buy and as many saddles and bridlgs to get made. On the 28th I
took farewell of the amiable “cKinlay family thank ng them most
gincerely for their kindness to us and for the assistance
which they had so liverally lavished upon us. I went a few days ahead o f
Reverand Father M, in order to send him the cattle and extra horses
that I had boughte. #n Iroquois and & Canadian from “olville served as
my guldes,
,s1he first night we encamped on the Walla Walla river. ‘he next
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day wa crossed the lewis or Nez ferce river, one of the largest

tributaries of the Yolumbi&.....®t the crossing of the Nez ferce we
found & small camp of the Indlans called Balooses belunging to the
t ribe of the @apdénd °apetans or Nez Pe ces, Oh the h igh plain

b etween this river and the Spokan we found abundance of sagebrush as

well as bunch-grass excellent for horses,

eePage 560~-Lhe cighth day after myd eparture from Fort Vancouver
I landed safely at Walla "alla with the goods destined for the
different missionSecees..
before we could reach the crossing of t he Nez Yerces or Lewis Fork
whose source is in the angle of the focky and Snowy mountains
between the Forty-second amd forty-fourth degrees near the sources
of the Rio L'oZI.orado(Green River) the Plat te, the Yellowstone and the
Missouri rivers, Its western course till it reaches
the :jlue Mountains and hence its northern direction till it joins the

“olumbia together with its principal tributaries are sufficisntly



known to yo. andhave been emply described alreadye.

We found gbout a dozen I dian lodges called the Palooses a

Yei-ces trive. We procured from

portion of the Sapetan or Nez
the Indians here samne fresh salmon, for which we made them aple Beturn
in powder and lead.But as the grass was withered and scanty and the
pllfering disposition of these Indians rather doubtful we resolved on
proceeding eight or ten miles farther and encamped late in the

evening on the Pavilion river,.

The Nez Perces aml ®pokan plain is at least a thousand feet
alevated above the bed of the r iver. It is dry, stony and undulated
coverd with bunch and nutritious grass , with prickly pear and
wormwood. <he basaltic amd volcanic formations which extend thraigh
the whole of this region are really wonderfule ....Pheasants or
qualis were very abundant..we daily killed what we wanted for

ar meals,

« On the fifth day of our departure from “alla “alla we reabhed

the Spokan river and fond a good fording for our animals..

oo+ 73Ll==there the Indian tribes had formed a powerful league against the
wmites; t hey hal surprised Col. Steptoe and lmd killed two of his
officers and several soldiers; a general upris ng wasimminent in all that
r egion. Nine tribes had already entered into the coalition, namely
the Palooses, Yakimas, S@9dpad@@dad Skoyelpis, OLinagans, Spokans, Coeur
d 4lenes, rKalispels, Kootenais and Filatheads, :hese poor savages
formerly so peaceable, the last four especially, had become very
u neasy over i:m frequent incursions made by the whites upon
the lands in t he southern and western portions of the territories of
Washington and Uregon. 96
eeSUrprised at my a: rival at Walla “alla after an absence of

11 years...the distance from “"alla Walla to the Traverse,

& place called thus because Snake river is traversed thers 1s about



fifgy miles, There are rather uneven plains covered with
rich pasturage and in some place: mountains entirely bare of
timber,
We reached the ‘raverse on October 15 h by the valley of &
little wooded river called the Two Canyons.A t the mouth of
this spread the small fort bearing the name Iaylor has been
built, Here there was arftienGidd a numerous camp of
OPaod0 Palooses, The chiefs received us with kindness and eagerly
gided us in goetting across the main river with our horses and
baggage. © went on and camped in the Paloos valley at the foot
of the éad Rock fourmiles above the mouth of that river. # large
number of Palooses came and spent the evenig with us; they
seemed hungry fornews in the criltical situation in which they were
engaged in regard to the whites.
they wer: cha ged with having taken anactive part in the
attzck on Colonel Steptos and having been among the
principal institugators of the warBare on the whites. I found
them verya ttentive to my advice and to the religious instruction
that I gave them; several even gave evidence s of a desire of

having a Catholic mission amon them,

Page 749-~-~I have spoken of the priscners of war made among
the “oeur d Alenes by the United Sta s Troops. :"he B llowing are the
causes of the war: '

For some years past tie Indians had given signs of uneasiness
relative to the future invasion of their lands by the whites. The
treaties negotiated by Y overnor Stepens aml the wars that had followed
mad provoked these fears. Theyd emanded urgently of the governor that
the t ro ps should respect the portion of the country Bneluded b etween

the Yolumbia,Snake a0 river and Rocky mountains; they proposed
tore ain neutral and desired to have this territory respected by
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both m rties, ?heyseemed disposed to renounce invasion but this did
ot sult the chiefs Kamiakin, Telgawes and consorts,who at

the time of the war between the Yakimas and Cayuses md tried

eve y means to draw the Cpoeur d 'Alenes into the trouble on their
side. *he Catholic missionaties of the country used their influence
torestrain them and though they were sometimes @0s accused o f siding
with the Americans against the Indians they succeeded in holding their
people in,

Wihen the Yakimas counseled by Father Pandosy had made their peace
in spite of Kamiakin and the mllitary post of Simecoe had been
established, Kamiaklin took refuge among his own men, the Palooses,
Tinews, Telgawee and a number of other Ca y se , Yakima and
Walla “alla P6Q0 refugees were there also,

Kamlakin could not keep quiet. By means of gifts he won over the
richest of the Cpeur d'Alenes. He came and spent the winter of

oDBe860.) 1857-58 with him anml south without ceasing to 3
communicate to him his own sentiments of distrust among the
whites, e ven the priests "The are white like the “mericans he
told BOBO him:"The allhave one heart.  Beczuse the Coeur g
dAlenes refused to come out efphgh they were called "women--little dogs
who only know enough to bark when danger is at hand."

¥resh rumors were circulated every day; especlallyafter murders
had been comiitt . ed by the Palooses, the excitement grew more
and more, Several I dians told Father Joset ;that they w ere tired of
Kamiakin's doings." A white man had told them:"Poor savages.
It is all up with you now. ;he troops are coming this year to
take possession of your lands."Another , "I have seen them already,
500 of them, camped on Snake river. A third white man had
assured them that $800 "500 so diers would come f irat to
Colville ;3 that they s uld soon bs followed by 500 more
aml sO@ so uon until they would lay aside the mask a nd



and bOGdNAGHIAdBAR®Ac declare themselves mm:sters of the land.
Another day'the troops had formed t hree columns and
eros sed Spake river at three places to take possession of the
whole cauntry at once." Father Joset could nd assure him elf
whetherwhi e men had really said thesethings; but he has verylittle
doubt thsat false reports were often s pread among the
Indians to excite them to war., & good many 4mericans looked on war
as a good thing for the country and a means to make monty plentiful,
YVggpite all Kamlakings efforts there was no apparent likelihood
tha tthe Coeur d'Alenes would let themselves be drawn injthls was far
from the case; threeweeks before the Steptoe flght the chief Vincent
©ld b'151Ither Joset that "It may verywell hap en that we shall lmve
to fight the Palooses who are very sore against us because we will
ot declare war against the Americans.
The sudden approach and inexplicanle march of Colonel Steptoe
came in here to vi0® give the 1lie to all t hea rguments of the
m ostsensible men and those best disposed toward the whites."I had
always repeated to our Indfians.z,;5 says‘b‘ather Joset, have no
fear. If the troops cross the river 1t can only be ;gainst thePalooses
or the whisky sellers at L’olville."
.. +.0:991,,
Proceeding teard the north one comes to the Nez Perces.
There are places in their country very fertile ard well adapted to
a  riculture; also vast amd r ich grazing lands. T hese Indians own
g reat number aofhorses;some have as manyas 500 or 600, The nation
& the Nez Perce. contains near 2,500 inhabitants. ":'houghthere are
Protestant min sters among them from reports which
they themselves made, as well as conversations, I havehad with s everal
& the chiefs, it is clear that they would be char med to have Catholic

missionarlies,

"y the west of the Nez ferces are the Cayuses decent peaceably end





