U.S, Senate fxecutive Documants, Vols 13,. 08, 66=76, 24th

Congress, lat and 4 sessions, 1855=50,

:he :overnor of Washingtan to the Secretary of "ar.

Lxecutive Office, Yerritory ofuwashington
Olympia, March 21, 1856,

Sir: I: my two reports o l‘obruary 19 and 9 I laid befare the depe
ar tment the circumstances of ny re turn franthe “lackfest country, the
condition of the :errit ry and the measurestaken by mef to call
o't volunteers and to apply them to the prosecutlon of the war,

I now propose to lay before the depa tment a full view of the
whole matter and to indicate the measaires which, in my judgment
are still necessary to protect these dis tant settlements, and to
inflict that summary chastisement upon the I dians demandcd both
by the ir unprovoked atrocitles am the pe manent peace aof the country.

Ihave caused two maps tooe prepared; ane o the country west of
the Cascades showlng the points now occupled by that portion of the
friendly Indians, who for five months have been under the charge
of local agentss the 1lines occupled by the regular troops now in
the fleld under the comrand of Lieutenant (:}:olonel caseys the point
occupied by the naval forcesz; the lines occupled by the voluntser
fordes now in thefle 1 ; the block houses occupled by our citizens;
the lines of supplies; the depoks for thaidr protection; the country
occupled by the hostiles; the lines over which reinforcements can
come tothem fran ea-t of the “ascades and ome of the country east
of the Cascades showingthe tri es, the line: of communications and th
points at the latest advices occupled by the hostiles. :he
number of souls and of warriors willbe shown on this map,

84 glance at the first map W 11 showt hat thecitizens of the
Territory have for the protection of thelr families and toget in
ard harvest ti.olr c rops and 1ln connectlion witht e military service
of the Territory s bui’ t some thﬂrt'y-tkﬁ'ee block houses and depods,



}fort Henniss, in M,und prairie, is a large stockade with
.;l'ock, ho ses at the alternat e corners, with buildings inside
affording shelter to all the families of the flourishing settlement.
':t Nathan “aton's the defences consist of sixteem log buildings in
8 square facing Iinwards, the object being nd only to collect the
families for protectioﬁ but to send out a scouting party of same
156 men when marauders are in the vicinity.

’j’ms point is within four miles of the Nisqually bottom, which
was the headquarters for four weks of a band o! ‘hostiles and is
central to many Indian trails,

Ob Skocham bay there is an establishment of the same character aml
nearly as lamge as ‘t Hennise *his latter was built .. one of the
volunteer companies of the rew levies, but the former entirely
by the citizens, without any aid fromt e territorial authorities,

"L'he settlaments are now so secured by block houses the the
citizens will holdthem, evenshould every Indian in the Sound
becomo hostile aml be reinforced by large- bandsfrom the northe.

;_”he vhole country on the eastern shore of the Sound from the
Skookum creek toSnowshow-mish is a war ground. No friendly Indian
is allowed thsre except he has a pass fram an authorized agent
stating his 8 ecific business, or he be camnected with the military
and naval service, :WO parties of Indian aukxiliaries are now in the
field besides which quite a number o Indiars are employed as
spies, guldes and in canoe service,

I mdll now give you a cmdensed view of the prc:ent canditions of
the military operations on tle sound,.

1-?'he rogular troops now occupy the Muckleshoot ;rairie
as thelr central positions The line of communica tion to

Steilacoom is sccumdd by a block house amd ferry at the crossing

company has been sent to Sgattle to move up the Lyamish and
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open a communication with the central position, # block house will
be established at the mouth of Cedar creek ard probably ae at John
Thomas'. The' force under lieutenant Colbney “Yasey has beon very
active and this gallant officer has made the most favorable
impression upon our people .

2='he naval forces occupy Seattle, Thls place is also held by a
company of voluntoers, who, for some d ays, have been under arders to
occupy the 1line of the Dunamish and wip, in that dutyl will

operate with the company sent there by Lieutenant Colonsy Caseya
S=the Northern battalion have their headquarters at ‘;ort Tilton,.
near the falls o the “nocOqual-mie. They number sbout ninety white
men ard sbout the same number of I dians (friendly) under Pat
Kannime t‘hey will establish block houses in the prairie above the
ralls and on “edar cOreek and will extend their scouts to

the Muckleshoot and Dunamish,

&= Thg circumscribe the fiold occupied by the encmy I have
suggested to “aptein “wartwout , in comand of the aval forces

a juint ope:;aﬁion upon the 1lake back of Setsttt;:l.e:, a block house to be
built on the lake at the nearest point to Seattle, a good road opened
with S uttle and noats from the navy, with one hundred men tobe
plgced an the lake, “aptaln ®wartwout does not, however, by his
instructions, feel authwized either to cooperate with the military
authorities of the Territory or to take part in any operation carrying
hs force avay from the immediate share of the Sound. I enclosc &
vopy of my letter to t'aptain Sygartwout and of his reply theretoe
S=The central battalion mve their headquarters at cornell's
prairie and at Porter's. The communication with the rear is
received by a block house and ferry, at tle cross ng of the
Puyallup and b lock houses at MontgomeriBs at the Yellem Prairie, at
“athan Eaton's anl Jone s', "'L'his battalion n mbers in the

field, including the garrison of Yellem and Montgomery's and the



crossing of tie FPuyallup, about 150 men,

6=-0ur supplies are drawn mainly from the country betwesn

this point a d the Corlitz landinge Tye route is well secured
by block houses, '

7«Lone Tree Point 1s also leld by a volunt er force of ten

mene It guards several Important trails,

S-Bellingham Bay has its block house deferded by fif teen men

of captain Peabody's companys.

9«The saithern battaliong on 1ts arrival on the Sound, will be

for the most pa t d dismounted, and sent to reinforce the central
battalion »  hetwo battalions will then operate up White River
towads the Nachesss pa o, cooperating with Iieutenant ~olonel
Caseye

'f"he map of the country east of the Uascades will show the

large numoer of Indians already hostile, or w. o may be inclted to
hostility, In the ca. e with which they may communicate with each
other, the great number of excellent rails, the large extent of country
anbraced in the tleatre of operations, am th facillitity with vhich

veinforcements can be sent over the &

ascados,

Hence the importance of the most vigarous and decisive blows to
got possession of the whole country east of the Sound, now |
ivested with the savages and to hold in our hands the raites over
the Cascades, moat vigorous measures east of the Cascades , in
order tlhmat the Indians may be simultaneously struck in the
Yakima country.

It 18 probable that the hostile Indians r ather excesd

the minimum estimate of two hundred men as stated in my memoir to
General Wool, a copy of which has been sent to the department,
but I do not think they will > e found to exceed threshundredmens.
*heir headquarte: s have been on the Iuckleshoot prq rie , now

occupied by Lieutenant Colonel Casey ard nav they have moved



up either White or Green rivere “ut there are bands also on the
lake back of Yeattle and prda ly of Cedar creeke

"""he map will show thatthe hostlles are only within a few hours
distance of every rescrvations The re are mAny trails lmown only to
the Indians and it will not be possible, ifi any contingency
entirely to prevent cornmnication,

‘m""'rom the hostlle camps maurauding parties can steal out and turning
the heads of the tuyallup and 1iisqually they can, in from s ix to twelve
hours, strike any settlement from Steilacoom to the C owlitz landing.
More than t his , tiere are placeswheae they can on this line of
settlements, establish themselves, and for many days defy all our
efforts to drive than oute

Consi er the face of the country praries, and heavy timber arxi
many streams, almost imprenetrable brushwood on the banks, and
heavy drift along either shore, there is not a road or trail of
twenty miles in the whole Sound co nury wh ch does not afford one aor
evéA mnmare eoxcellent ambuscades.

Betw en this phjce and “owlitz landirg are two Indlian r eservationse
The Chehales ami Cowlitze Tpe former can easily be incided to
hostility amd they number a 1itile mare than one hundred warriors.
We lmow of some three @ four men who a e endeavoring to stir up tis
tribe to war. My plan has been to get up a small auxiliary farce
of scme fifteen of the be t men of the tribe who make scouts every
fow days toward the head of the Skookum chucke It has been found to
work welle The difficulty is that if thé men of the tribe be ileved
in alliance with Leschi were summarily disposed of, the whole tribe
would break oute "o have no positive evidence, except the impre: sion
of their com ander, Captain Yord, who is of opinion that in his last
trip ten of t he men tried to kill hime He has great daring and
presence of niind and b elieved he ca prevent an outbreak,

®o of the reservation opposite Olympia Liéutenant Gosnell
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has made one scout in the Nisqually bottom of ten days with fourteen
Indians. Yesterday morning he started aut m a scout of three
days with thirty Indians. .he effect of the first scout was
salutarye Such will, I doubt not, 8 the effect of the second.

Yet on the first scout Lieutenant Goanel went with-his 1ife in his
handse ¥ome of his Indians were riore than suspected, and he went
with them alone,

The most melachony feature of this war is that t e Indians who
have taken the lead in murdering our men, or women and our children
were those who have received the most favors fram the whites and
were held by them in the most consideration. Many cases have occurred
of Indians killing the ir friends and benefactors. “re you surprised
that a general distrubst of the I diens pervades the public mind?
':herefore consider the task vhich has besen imposed upon tle
territarial authorities to see to it that the Indians het taking
part withthe hostiles are treated as friends.

I: shor t, the whole country 1s a fron ler, within a few hours of
the camp of the hostile Indians, and with four thousand friendly
Indians in our midst, of whose falth we caniot be certain,

Our safety lies in two things; first to carry the war against
the hostiles with the whole force of the férritory,and to bring
them to unconditiondgl submlssion; and s ecord to give no cause

of offence to the friendly éndians, even 1ln the cases of persons
more than suspectode

You have served in an Indiancountry and Imow samething of Indian
modes of thinkingamd can appreciate that when in a contest like
this with troops, lave @ ce entercd the fileld they must not be
withdrawn until they haveaccanplished the object for which they were
sent intothe fileXd, There must be no changos of plan, " e must push
into the fi1:1d, *here must be no changes of plan, “e must push forward

{note dupe in typing)
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and do the work we I\ veun ertaken, else the Indian will say a®0 he
has driven us I'ramthe fleld and thereby get large acgessions fram
tribes who otherwise wanld continue QGfifriendly

General Wool has recently visited this “ound, and with a full
knowledge of the' course talen b, me is callhgg out the voluntcers
of tie Territory, of the cordial spirit of cooperation ‘etw:ien Lieut~
enant Yplonel Casey and myself ami of the fact that the volunteers
wore actually in the f ield engaglng the enemy has ignored effectually
the necessity of this,but has practically admitted it in directing
bolonel Casey to make & requisition upon me for two c aupanies of
volunteerls. this requisition I have refused to comply with, for
reasons which will be found in my letter to lolonel Cas 'y ami Major
General Wool, herewith: encloseds

Those reasons, it seems to me, are conclusive and they
show the necessity of removing from the cormand of the department
of the :Pgcific a man vho has by his acta, s o far as this Territory
is cancerned, shown an utter incapability.

L w311 most respectfully call your attention tomy letter to
General Yool and t his letter to which mine was an ansver, amd I
8imply ask that justice may be dome between s

®o long as I am the governor of "ashington and till Ireceiwe
instructions from my superiars, I shall pas. on in the path indicated
in that letter to Genoml "ool,

I beg leave re spectfully to recapitaulate , briefly, the points
of differences

1-Yeneral Wool states thet the movement of the Oregon
voluntecrs wa entirely nnncessary and precipitated the Walla
iglla end other tri es into hostility.

I ;:\ssert tmtthis movement probab ly saved mj party fran destructiom
and that the Ird®ns t hen hostilehad been so even before the

Oregon volunteors muvwd against them.



2«General Vicol states that UGovernor L’urry had nojt' right to
m ove his troops into the Territory of "ashingtone.

I assert and hav shown tha the Oregon volunteers fought
the Indians mainly of Opregon and t hat near the confines of the
tw *erritorisne
S=General Wool states that if the Oprogon volunteers are withdrawn
he will have no trouble in managing affairs and keeping the Nez
Perce friendlye.

I state officlally, to General Wool and tothe department that tie
Nez Yerce are in my hands tnd that without an armed men I will
undertake to keep the Nez Perce friemdly , if Yeneral "ool does not
Qoaenbdite int erfere wit me in the manmagement of these Indians. “ut
I also state that Genereal Wool , in addition to his regular force
will réquire the best efforts of tle Oregon volunteers to strike such
blows t is spring and summer as will protect the settlementa,. ﬁe can
donothing more.

He must wait till next winter to strike blows to end the war
oast of the Gascados. I refer to my memoire

The department will thus see that I consider the war east of the
Cascades of groat magnitudearmi timt 1w would have beenvastly greater
were itnot for tte cancurrence of two things 1lst, The movement of the
Oregan volunteers to the%alla Walla valley and 2d, My return by the
direct route and rot by the way of lew York,

It is simply an exigency to bemet ami met by all the authorities
in the spirit of cordial cooperation , looking to the public good
alone without eny reference to personal considerations,

- Ihave therefore suggested to Ceneral Wool the nece:aity of
recognizing the services ofthe Uregon volunteers; but i expect
nothing fran himj end 1 shall terfore take my own course with the
determination that 1f disasters shall occur, not & little of the
responsibility s{hall be a ttached tomo.
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Bya war hore must be ended as rapidly as possible, and all the
disposable force kept in the field till the enemy's counbtry
i1s occupired and his force be scattereds '

4311 our horsemen must then be ready to crams the Cascades
to move against the hostilles, whomay then, with greatly suserior
numbers be encountering the troopss

I haw® ther efore ordered all t e troops from the “olumbia val ley
to to (copy) Sound and have directed a train of 100 pack enimals
and40 wagons to b e ready to cross the Nachess the last of llaye

I have ordered that supplies and transportation be engaged
to placo a depot at Walla Yalla 75 days provisimms for 250 mene
:"he Oregm volunteershave cram sed Snake river and have already
probably 8 truck the enomy. Should they succeed in s triking
on their return, the enemy in the Yakima country,and shouid the
movement be follow.dup by the reguler troops, I trust that my

operations will be cafined to the country onthe Sounde

“hould, rowever, notli ng decisive be dme in the Yakima country
ti111) the passss are open, our situation hero will be critical
and the defence of the Sound, as regards the Ipdians east of the
Cascades, may be best acconplished by waging war against them in their
ovn countrye

I have lookod to this exigency from te beginning, hencavolunteers
were raised for s iX months s have supplies and transportation for
for the same periode But we will be prepared for the worst and hope
for the bests

""'he following pmpec 8 accompany thisreport:

l-;opry of “enoral Wool's re 1y of February 12, 1856 to my memoir
to im of the 24d December and 29th January. “his memoir has already
been transmitted to the War Department.

2-Uopy of my answer to this reply, ¢ ted Marche



10

S=¢opy of my le tter to General Wool, on his arrival at Steilacoom
introdueing “djutant General Tilton aml expressing my desire to
cooperate with the regular service. |

4-Copy of [ieutenant Colonel Uasey's letter calling an me for
two corpanies of volunteers.

S=Copy of my answer to the same, declining o call out the companies.

Gaptain Swartwout, com anding naval

6=4 copy of my letter to
forces mthe Sound, proposing a combired movement of the military
ard naval forces.
7=Copy of Captain “wartwout's let ter declining to cooperate,
Ihave thus endeavored to lay before the department 60 the
condition of affairs ,and the measures of preparation and precaution
taken by e to protect out suffering people emd I have the ho oy,
sir, to be , very respoctfully, your most obedlent,
Isaac I Stevens
Governor Ter: itory of Wash,
Hone Jcut':t'ex'son“_’a\rira, Sacretary of War, "ashing ton City
No 1
Headquar ters, Department of the Paecific,
Bendcia, Calif, ‘ebruary 12, 1856,
®irs I heceiwed youwr cammunication on the 23rd of December, and
29th Yanuary, 1856, on the 6th instant, but too late toreply to it
by the return steamer, "i'or the informat ion which 1t imparts you have
‘my thank o "hen you know my ins tructions to Colonel Wil ght, of
the 9th infantry at Vancouver, you will discovc that many of your
suggestions hawe baer; anticipated. In presenting, hwever, your plan
of campalgn, which is a very extended one, you should have recollected
that I have neither the resorces of a Lerritory, nor the #peasury

of the Unitdd States atmy command, Still you may be assurcd that
the war a ainst the Indians will be prosecuted with all the vigor,
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pronp.ness anl efficienty I am nmstei' of, at the same time
without wasting unneccssarily the means and resources af ny disposal
by untimoly and unproductive mapaditions., "ith the additional
fo'coe whichr emntly arrived at Vancouver énd at thelalles, I

think I shall be able tobring the war to a close in a few monthsa ,
rrovided the extermilnation of the I°dians, which I do not approve of,
is not determined on, and priwa te war prevented,amd the volunteers
withdrawn fran the “alla-"alla country.

Wnilst I was in Oregon it was roported to me that many cltizens
with a due proportim of volunteers and two newspapers advocated
the extermination of t he Indians, This princi ple has beenacted
on in several instances without discrimination between enemios ami
friends, which has been the cause in sout hern Oregon of sacrificing
many innocent and worthy citizens, #s in the case of Major Iypton
and his party(volunteers) who killed 25 Indians, 18 of w hom were wm
“women ari children. ‘hese were friendly Indians, ontheirway to the
Indien r ese vation, where t!ey e xpecicd protection from the whites

This barbarous act 18 the cause of the present comtest in the
Hogue River country and a s Captain Jydah » UsSed. roports is
retallitory ofthe conduct of Majar Lﬁpton.-

By the same mail which brought me your comminication Ireceived
one= now before me, framn a person who I think incapabls of
misrepresentatl on-~which informs me that the friendly Gayuses are
every day menaced with death by Covernor :'urz-y's volunteers, ihe
wrlter says they havedespoiled these Indians=-who have 8o nobly
follow:d the ad ice of Mr, Palmer to remain faithful friends to the
Americans--of their provisionse To~day he s aysthese sam volunteers
without disclplire axdwithout arders are not yet satisfied withrapine
and injustice and wish to take away the small remmant of animals
and provisions lofts L".very day they run of f the horses am cattle
of the friendly Indians. These haw becor®w indignant and will not be
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much longer rostraired from resisting c onduct so unworthy of the
white who have made them so many pramises toreupect amd protect them
if they remmined faithful friendses The writer fwr ther says

if the volunteers arc not arrested in thet brigand actions the
Indians will save themselve by fl}*ing to the homes of the¥ relations,
tieliez Perces, vhohaw prom!sed them help, and then all the I. dians
o f Orogon and iashingtohwmﬁ join in the com on fefence.This
information ié in a great measuwre confirmed by & person who, I
am asgurad,e joys your respect and cmfidence,

I neod not say,although I had previously instructed Colonel Wpicht
to take possession of the Wallaw™alla country, at the 'earl.{e:'t
moment practicable, that I dimcted him to giwe mrotection as soon
as he could to the f riendly Cayuses fran the depredations of the

" volunteers, I 1is such conduct ashere ca plained of that irri ates
and greatly increases the manks of the hostile tribes; and i f the Nez
Yerces join in the war sheoommkaxafxkheudrmatikaxtriRERyxandx against
uswhich I hope %o irevent, we shall rGQuize a much larger force than
we now have in "ashing on and Oregon Torritories to re: ist savage
barbarities and to protect the vhites,

I have rocently sent to Puget Sound two companies of the
9 thinfantry. ‘hese, Wi th the thre e canpanies there will glve a
force of nearly or quite four hundred regulars, comanded by
Lieutenant Colonely Casey, this force,with s everalships of war in
the ®ound, towhichwill be adced, in a few days, the United States
stcamer lassachusetts, it scems to me, if rightly directed, ought tO
be suf'ficient ¢to bring to terms two hwur red Indians wvarriors .
Captain Keyes, in his last renart received , says there are not
quite two hundred in arms in that regian. Lieutenant Casey
has baeen directed to prosecute the war wit the greatest vigilance and
activitye The gallant captain Swartwout who goes in the Massachusettts,

camander in chief of nawl forces in the scund, will, I am assured
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zealously , eff'iciently and I trust, succesafully, co-operate

with :olonel Cacey to bring the war to a close,.

In re erd to the operations east of the Yascade mountains 9 I
Governor Curry's volunteers have not driven the friendly

Uayuses end the New Perces into the renks of the hostile tribes (
Ih@9dd and they should be withdrawm fran the "alla "alla counfry)
Ihave great hopes tha t T shIlO shall bo. able to bring the Indlans in
that regim to terms notwithstanding the volunteers killed the

chief, Peo-pee-mox-mox,. scalped him, cut of f his ears and hands

as reported by volunteers and sent them to t heir friends in Oregon,e
411 this, too afterhe met them under a flag of truce, declaring he
"was for peace that e did n& wish to fight, that his people did
ot wish to fig;ht,: and that if any of his young men had done

wrong ho would make restitution, while he at the same time of fered
the voluntseera cattle for food, Such conduct may have caused
Foelings diff cult to overccome, I trust h@ever I will be able

to do it

As soon as the var is terminated east of the Yascade mountains I
willb e able to send all my disposz;i:le for ces againat the I,dianas

in Rogue river aml Puget Sounde It, i-s however, due to-truth
.im say at no vime wero volunteers required, or in any asense of the
term necessary for the defence of the inhabitants of Oregon, fram
the depredicatioms or barbarities of Indians occupying the country

east of the Cascade mountains. Yor was there any circumstance to
justify Governor “urry in sending his troops from Oregon to "ashington
Territory to make war on the "alla-"allas, from whom the Oregonians
hadno danger wha tever to apprehende On this subject I will refer you
tothe report of the Peccretary of War, dated the 34 of December,
rolative to the affairs of tho army, in which he says"the department
at this dist nce and in t ho absence of riore definite infamation

espocindly in regard to the extent of the combinatlion among the
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hostile tribes , cannot judge vhat voluntoer reinforcements to

the rogulay troops may be neceassaly. “his i1s a matter which nust
necessairly be lef't to the military comander in the department 6f
the Paclfice

“% the conclusimm of your com mnication you says"It is dwe to
frankness that I should state that Ihave detcrmined to submit to
the department the cour se talken b the militury authorities

in disbanding the tro ps raised in tae Territory of "a: hington
for my relisfe, Wo e/ fort was made, &l though the facts were presented
both to Major Ugneral Yool ana lajor Raines to send me assistances.
The regular trovps were all withdrawn into garrison anc I wmas left
to make my way the best I could through tribes known tobe
hostiles It remains to be seen whether the comilsaiorer, selected
by the president to make treaties with Indians in the Ilnterior of
H#o continent, 1s tobs ignored and his mafety lcft vo chances

In your frenkness o d detormination to represent me to the
department I trust you willbe governored by truth and truth only,
Ferhaps it is equally due to frankness an my park to say that your
‘communication is thoe first that I have receivwed in relation

to yourself or on any subject wimtever touching the Indian war
from any civil functiomary either in Yashirg ton rOregm ?erritorieg
and I have recoived but @ from t ¢ military and thatw: fram
colonel Negsmith, who requested me tofurnish him with two howitzers
which I refused, I have only to add that I dlsbanded no troops
raised fa jpow relief; and yow comu: nication gave me the first
ntelligence that any were raised for sjich a purpose . I am very
ragpectfully, vour cbedient se:vant, John E, Wool, Major General

To his Excellency, Isaac I. Stevens, ‘overncr of "ashin ton Territary
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Nos 2o Uxecutive office, ..ashington "."erritory, OlympisMarch 20,

1856

Siz: I havo the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of your communication
of the 12th ""ebruary and to state g nerally in ansvwer thereto,

that the evonts o the past four weeks in commexion with your officisl
courss affords satlisfactory evidence that t'e most objectionable
posititians of your letier lave been gbandmmed ard that you have
finally become awakened tu t e true cormditlion of the I:dian war amd

a o seeking to make some anerds for t he unfortunate blunders of the
Pg8te

Youf have probably learned no how muchyou have b een misled

in yow views of the operations of the Oregm volunteurs, and how
much unnecogsary sympathy yo: have wa ted upon the infamous fee-pee

MOX-MOX o ¥

or your own reputation have I felt pain at the satements
made In jour letter to me, for I am the authorltive witness to |
the case and in the letter which submitied your own action, in
refusing to send rB succor, I hawe presented briefly the facts shovmmg'
the unmiticated hostility « that chief, I assert that I can prove
by th6 incontestible evidence, that pee-pes-mox-mox had boeen
hostile for months; that he exerted liis Influenc to effect a general
combination of the tribes; that he plunder d Walla-"alla and the
settlers of the valley, distributing the spoils to his men and the
neighboring tribes as war trophiesy that he rejected the intercession
of the fricndly Ngz Yerces to continue pencefuly that he had sworn
to take my life and cut offmy party; and that he and the adjoining
tribes of Oregon ami :aahington had taken up their military
position as warriars at the proper points of the "alla=Walla valley
and all this beiare the voluntecrs of Yrepgon moved upon hime
Peo-—pee-ﬁox-mox was slain falrly < I have investlpated that matter
on the ground , having not only the teutimony of the aof ficers of the

Oregon volunteers and the eye-witnesses of his death but the
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testimony of the friendly Indians, both Uaynses and ez ‘Percess

g was ot entrapped by a flag of truce. I, of course, reprobate
the indi nities subsequently comnitted upon his persgn.

4ne you aware, sire/, that the great victory achieveé by the gallant
volunteers of Orasgon in the Walla-"alla valley was féwﬂht near the
line separating the two Territories and that mare of the Indians o f
Opregon wero aengaged in it than tls Indians of .ashington? Your letter
would seem to show tha t you were ignorant of this facts “here, sir,
did you derive youf informa tion% ¢

llalf the “alla=-"allas live permanentily in Oregon; all the
- Umetillas; over oneahalf of the Cayuses; &ll the J hn Days, Dag
Chutes and “igh Indimnsse

""“hese were the Indians tmt met the volunteers of Orogon and
all t hese Indians were, by anarran ement mgde Yeneral Palmer ami
myself under the c harge of the Oregon agents,

:hesellndians were reinforced after thef irsat three days fight

by one hundred Palouses, detachsd from tl® farce under Kem-al=-a-kin,

fhat some turbulent men of the Oregon volunteershave dors injury .
to the friendly Cayuses is unquestionable ard it is reprobated by
the authoritiss and the citizena of both territoriese. It has however
been grossly exaggerated. Had, sir, the regulars m ved up to
Walla-"alla valley, as I most earnestly urged both Héjor fgines and
Colonel Wright, both Hy lstter and person, these India s would

have boen protectode 3163 could not act because they had no

authar ity from yous

o mresence of a single company would have been sufficient. The

responsibility,df evil follows, will a ttach, sir, to you as well as

to the volunteers of Oregone

The ez Borces , though & portion live in Opregon, are by the
arrang ement  before referred to betueen “eneral Palmer and

myself, all under the administrative charge, and if left alone will
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continue friendly,
I have hcard from them long since the friend to whom you
‘allu.de. I have & staff officer in thelr country, Thoy are organized
for self yrotectian, ard if your opere ions 2 ré conducted with
adinar y judgment, teve will not a man of them join in the war,
I have to refor you sir to my memo r for my views,which wil. be
found to bea the tert of experionce and I would advise vou air, in
considering that momoir, to Dear in rind that as regards the
opinion of men, w o with perhaps not veryinferior abilitises to your
ovm, bring greater spscial expericnce amnd a knowledge of the ¢ cuntry
and the Indlans to waich you cannot pretend it will be prodent
not to desnise thom,
In your letter of the 12th January you state:"I have recently
gent to Puget's ®ound two companies of t he 9th infantry, 'Ihese,
with the three compeniesther , will give a force of re arly or
qulte four humired regulars, commarded b, Lieutenant :olonel Casey.
This force with several ships of war in the Sound, tor which will be
added in a few days, the United States steamer lassachusetts, 1t
seems to be, if rightly directed, ought to te sufficient to bring
to terms two hwxred Irdian warriors, Ceptain Keyos, in his last report
received says there are not quite two mndred in arms in that region."
Here you have expresscd a canflident opiniong you thought propser to
quote U‘aptain Keyes as to the number of Ipndians, But yoﬁ faund
it did not suit yo.r purpose to refer to the requisit ons he hnd
mgde upon you fo six additiomsl companies, two of vhich only had
veen sent forwards Nor could you find time to fefer tothe f act that
:olonem Gasey nad rcecommended, after the war was over s tmt
eight companies should be permanently station d forthe protection
of tle "5ound, You think volunteers entire ly unnecessary, “11 this
affrer having recoived from the executives of the Torritory

' Informatl on @s to the condition of the country,
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It is now llarch, a month later,and you send two additional
compan® s of regilars and cirect Colonel Casey to call upon me
for two companies of voiuni;eers. Thus have you practically
acknowledged that you werc wrang and that I was right, ard thus
lave L your testimony as against yoursddf in viddication of the

" neceusityof my calling out voluniteers.

Ag regards this call for volunteers, it is to be presured"that
Colonal L’asey informed yo that tle vhole available force of Sound
Territory wmas veuring arms, and that te great proportion of them
werc actively engaging the enomyj; that organized iln two battalions
the nor thern battalion occupied the line of the sno-how-m sh,
where they are establishing block houses and closing the pa ses of
the¥no=qual-mie; that he central b attalion was occupying the
military road on tho Nachess, In relation to which road and i ta
m litary boarings yo r aid-de camp, Lieutenant “rnold will te able
to give you full informationy and that o both lines decilsive blows
had been struck; end also that 1t was boyond the ability of our
citizens to raise anadditional company of even f if'ty men to honor
your ¥0dBd6rMAMddAroquiaition, _

I.have a right to h old you to a full lnowledge of our conditions
here, I you say you wre uninformed then you are not fit for yor
position ard should give place to a better man, If you were
informed then your measures as a military man, manifest an incapacity
beyond exaemple,

‘herefore £he mll upon me for two companies of voluntesrs is
a call upon me to withdraw the troops now in the fleld with sixty
to eighty days provisions, a er declsive blows had been s truck
and whon evarything is roady to strike a andperhaps the decisive
blow to end the war,

I am too old a soldier ever toa bandon a well considered plan of

campalgn, or to do otherwise than to push forward with all my
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energies, inthe path marked out, promising as 1t doss the speedy
termiation of the war; and sir, I am too wary a man not to
detect the snare whid has been laid for me, -

You never expected, sir, t hat the requisition would be complied
with; you know it vas a practical impossibility,. But nd having the
courage to acknowledge your error, itws resorted to, in the
h ope that my refusing your requisition might enable yo to occupy my
vantage ground and throw me on t e defensives I hold yoy, sir, to
the facts of the case, clearlydemonstrating and by yowr own
tonfession, too , theOpBdPédnd propriety of my course and the
necsaalty on my part of a stoady adherénce to it,

I enclos & copy of my letter to Lieutenant Colonel Uase:-;, in which
my views inr egard to this scheme of yours is given in full,

Youhave referred totle atrocities committed upon the friendly
Indians by the whites. I know nothing of vhat has occurred in
southern Ope on but I have to state that no man to my lknowledge
in the Territory of Washin ton, advocates extermination of' the
Indians. ;he autharities herehave not on'y used every exertion to
protect thembut their exertions lm e b n completely successful, “id
you learn, sir, in your brief wimit to the “ound, tha newr ly four
BB thousand friendly Indians lmve been moved from t e war ground o
the eastern shore of the Sound armd its vicinity tothe adjacent
islands and have for nearly flve months heen living in charge of
local agenta? That not an Indlan in the whole course of this war
hga been killed by t.e whites except in ?attle? *'at when a military
cormission composed of a majority of volunteer officers tried some
months since eight Indians, only one vas convicted, and that the
sentence of death wl® passed upon him had not yet been executed?f
It is the good conduct of our people, sir, that has sa strenghhened
the hands of the authorities, as to enable them to control these

friendly Indians and prevent any considerable accession tothe ranks
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of the hestile,

ind yet we mve dally rumcrs andleve had for tte laut five
montha , tha this tribe aml that would break outs ! r at times
great unéasiness has prevall d amon st them; and they are Indiens
and as such they sympathized with thoir brethrens But the course
of tne authorities ha s been firm, encrgetic am decisive, commanding
the co fidene of the con unity and the affections of t he Indians,.
Bosidos the se fow thousand on rese: vetion in charge of lucal
agents we have three & ousand nae on the western shore of the
“ound and on the Strraits of Fuca,

Ihave recently heard fram the Yez Perces, the Coeur d'Ajenes

and the ®Spokane:, ".Lhe formor are firm in the¥r allegiance, Put the
®pokanes urgome tolmve a military force in the greal prairie
between them am the hostile I dlians so these latte may not be
driven to thoir coun ry and thus incite their young mon toware

:‘he letter of Garry, the chief of the Spokanes, is a most plaintive
and earnest call for help so hishands may be strengthhenod in
keeping his psoyl to theirplighted faith; and the ¢ incidence is
remarkable that this Indian chief, & white man in education and views
of life, should ask me to do the very thing I lave urged upon you;
for you will remomber , in my memoir, 1 urge that the troops in
operating against ¢ e Indians sho 1d be interposcd between the
friendly and hostile trives to prevent thosenow friendly from
Joining in the war. I have sir, studied the character of those
Indians and my views as to the influence upon the friendly “ndians
of the mode of carrying m the war egainst the hostiles are confirmed
by the only highly educa ted Indian of either Oregon ar j"_aahington
and the head chief of the very trios in reference to vwhich I made the
recamendations and felt the rost aolicitu.de.

Not a word has ever passed betw en us in reference to the subject

You are dobtless infoamed that tie I,dians have comuenced
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offensive operations eact of th e Vascades and have attacked
the st amers plying between the Cascades and The Yalles, ari the
trains moving towards Valla-"alla,

This bold cours « will enable them to ope ate upon the “pokane,
khe Colvilles, the Okinekaenes, t e Lower Pend d'Oreilles, t e
Coeur d'Alenes, who have five hundred warriors and the t ribeus north
of the line who had 'three to five hundred more, u leca struck
east of the Uascades before the close ofMay, you will Q848 havs
tomeet a combiration of from 1,800 to £,000 warrlors,. Lheir
families and stock will be in secure retreate Iin the mountains and
unléss be'oro that time the Indians here are campletoely subdued the
passes over the mountairs Secuw-ed by block houses, it willbe
within the ramgpe ofprobabllities that a large portion of ths frilendly
- Indians on thke Sound can be incited to hoastilities, :he Ciilkatats and
Yakimas know all the: pa ses of the Cascades andc anr eauily cross
over the mnnth of laye. Hence the necessity of the most vigorous
blows now, of no chénge of plan, of havirg troops In the s tilements
to jperd against any sudden ocutbroeak of the f riendly ILidianse

Lwo men have recently been killed within sixteen miles of the
capital of the territory by a band of marsuders whohave only been
driven out within the last few days.

It seems to me that the present condition of things imposes upon
you the necessity o recognizing the services of the volunteers
of the two Yerritories now in thefieid, am of your dolng everythirg
to facllitate thelr operations, But if you waste your exertions
in the fpuitless ef'ort to induce either the authoritles to withdraw
their troops, to abarndon thelr plan of campaign, in order to comply
with your reguisitions or to mset Ohw@idd your peculiar notions, I
warn you now, sir, that I ,as the Governof of Washington, will
cast upon yvou the vhole responsibility of a ny difficulty which may

arise in consequence , and that by my firm , steady and energetic course
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and by my determination to cooperate with the regular scrvice,
whatever may be the provacation to the contrary, I will vindicate th

Justice of my cowse armd maintain my reputation as a faithful public
servante I warn you,sir,tiet unless your own course 1s changed, you
‘Will have difficultles inrelationto which your ovwn salvation will
be the firm and decided policy ol the two 'rerritories, whos e
services you have ilgnored, vhose peopla ycu have calumniated and
whose respect you have long ceassd to posses,

You lave erred in jouwr judgment as to volunteers being reeded at all
here, am as I mave befare observed, in calling for volunteers after
increasing a force deemed by you sufficlent, two companies, you have
vindicated the justice and recessity & my acts in arganizing
the people of tie Territory as its executive .

I have thus practically your own endors ement that I have judged rightly
when pou Y;IGI’O in error, and my gudgment having thus been sanctioned
in calling out volunteers, I prefer torely upon it in the matter bdith
of the number BHOGH required and the arganizatiom wh ch will glve
themthe most erfi'iciencye

Yan you presume s8ir, to be able to correct your opinions by a
hasty visit to the Sound far a fev hours,and do you expect that having
taken my deliberate cairse,that I shall change my plans on a
| 8ingle intimation from you,without even a conf erence between us? Verse
you desirous, sir, toharmonize and unite the elements of strength
on the Sound, you would h ave tseen that it was your duty, at least
tohave infwrmed me of &our pre sence and thave imvitedme to &
conbrences *here was ample time foar ite Yorit was less difficult
for m to reaéh you on receiving notice than Colonel “asey, and I
have shown throughout tie most amious desire to couvperate wlth the
regular service. _

"hilst in tie country in the fallaml winter you complained that

tho authoritss of the two ‘erritories did not commmicate with you
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why did you not infarm me of Jour wresence in the Socund on your
arrival at Stailacoom?

I lsarned ofyour probable ar:ival by simply learning on baturday
morning by my e.press, ofvour having lef t Vancouver, end I immediately
dispatched the chief of staff to wait upon you with a le tter. But
you were gone, end whether you did not know bHe cowr tesy due to the
civil authoritiec of this Territaw y,who had taken the proper course
to place themselves in ' relations with you, or whether you were une
willing tomect & man whose safety you hed criminally neglected, and
whose general views you had been compellsd to adopt, is a matter
entirely imnaterial tome,

I enclose a copy of the letter transmitted by the lands of the
Adjutant General James Tilton 86 s, the surveyor general of the
Territary of wzztalrxﬂ.ng;tcm..

After the defeat of the Indiens in the Walla-"alla valley ,they
were completely cowed,ard far wecks spies only crosged the ~nake
river to examine the captry. Gradually Becoming emboldened,they
hgve since came over in small parties and got same small succe s
in running of © horses and rnow they have more than recover-d from
the prestige of tlmt Gefeat. :hey are making attacks on the whole
line of comnjnication ard now are firm and united,more hopeful and
leve more strength than vhen the war was commenced.

"hat sir, would have been the effect if Governor “wrry had not
made the movement which you condemn, and my party with the friendly
Nez Perces had veen cut off, Sir, there would ha ve been shurricane
of war betwoen the Cascade ami Bitter Root aml threethousand warriors
would now be in arms, “ver'y tribe would have spread east of the
Bitter Root to the Upper Pen d d'Creillese

I believe, sir, I would have farced my way through the five or
six hundred hostiles in the Ef-‘:*.ll&-"a:\[.la valley with fifty odd white
men and one hundred and fifty Nez Perces. Would you hawe expected it?%
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Could the coauntry expedt 1t? “nd what was the duty of those having
forces at command? Uovernor ¢urry sent his volunteers , ami
defuated the enemy. You disbanded the c unpany of “eshington
lerritory volunteers raisod especially tobs sent to my aide

I have reported your refusal to send me succor to the Vepar tment
of War ani mve glven some of the circumstances attending that refusal.
The ¢ cmpany wa. under the cammend of Captain ¥ illiénl Mclaye Eei‘ore
your & ival there was & pledge that i . should be mustered into
the regular ser ice anc sent to my assistance. Lajor :aines informed
me that he di everything in his powe ' to induce you tc send 1t one
William Mce ay infaus me that he called on you persomlly and the
you would do nothinge I am infarmed that your own alid-de-camp,
Lieutenant Arnold, ende vored to get you tochange your detorminatian.
What was your enswer?"Governor S tevens can take care’ of hine elf."
"Governor Stevens will go down the Hissouri.",."(];ivernw stevens
wants aidhe will send f ar it. These were your answers according
to the changirg h mor of t he momente
An@ now, sir, in view ofyour assertia that you disbandego troops
raised for my relief and thet my communicatian gave you the
firat intelligence that any wore ralsod f or such a purpose, I
com end tha chalice to your own lips,"thet I trust you will be

governedh hereafte~ :by the truth and the truth only,"
Isaac ¥. Stevens
Governar of "ashington I'*erz'itary
Major Yenoral John L, Vool

comanding Pacific division
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No &
Executive Office, Territary of “ashington,
Olympia, March 15,1856

Sir: I have this morning heard o your a rival in the Territory of
\f‘.’ashi'i{;tons of your having lef t vanccuver in a steamer for the Sound
and that ;ou arerow probauly at Steilacoom,

In the disc;harg;e of my re ponsibilities as the higheat federal
of“icer of the ‘erritary of "ashington and in view of my oath
of office, I havecalled out a large force of volunteers and a band
of Indians auwxiliaries, who are now actively engageding the enemy in
the fleld,

“ctuated by no notive than the public good, I have endeavored to
cooperate with the mllitary and naval forces in the Sound,with the
objact that all amd every availeble means of carrying on the war
should be apnlied as a unit to its prosecution,

I thersfore send the adjutant genersl of the volunteer forces
Jamss milton, 88ge to corfer with yous He is instructed to acvise
you of the plan of operationsvhich I hgve adopted, the force in
the ficld,ard the condltl on of the caintry,.

I have to assure you of my desire to cooperate with you in my
plans whid you may think proper to adovt amd Is hall be pleased
to heoar from you in reference to the prosecution of thec ampaign,

Very respectfully,your obedient serveant.

Isaac I, Stevens
Governor and “ommander in chief

Major Yenoral John E, Wool,
Commendin g Pacific “ivis lon

No, 4
_ A Lgacquarters Puget Sound
District F_rt Steilacoom, "ashingtan “erritory, March 15, 1856
Sir: I respectfully request that gou will at once issue your

proclamation calling into service of tne 7 ited States two companie s
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of velunteers to serve on foot fop the period of four months,
unless socner discharged, Each company to consist of ane captain
one first and ore secand lieutenant s four sergeants, four corpomals
aml s@vonty privates,

I wit® both companie to be mstered into service at 'Qrt Steilacoom,
The autlority for calling far the above named troops las been given
to the geneal commandin g the department of the Pacific,

Ire ceived,yesterday » A&n accession of 558

DU two companies
of ¥EEEEE0 the ninth infantry. With this accession of force, and the
two campanie s of volunteers called for » L am af the opinion that T
shall have sufi'ic®nt number of t roops to protect this frontier
without the aid of those now in the service of the “erritory.

"ery reapectfully,your obedient servant,

Siias c"awey
Lisutenant "'olonel 9th Infantry
commanding, Puget Sound district,

Y38 Excellency I.I. Stovens

Yovernor "ashing ton Ter;i',itory
Olympia, Waeshington “erritory,

- e O 2k

NO 'Y 5

Executive Office, Washington Terr.
Olympia, March 16, 1856

Sir: I have receilved yowr letter € tle 15th instant advising me

of the accession to your command of two campanies af regulars and

requesting me to issue ny proclamation calling into service of

the United States two canpanies of voluntsers to s erve on foot for

tle period of four months, unless soonor diacharged, These

compan® you wish tobe mustered into the service at fort Steilacoom
You also oxpress the opinion that if this requisition be camplied

with you will have a sufficBnt number of troops to protect this

frontler without the aid of thom nar in the service of the .erritopye
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I am also advised tha ¢ you have been au-thor ized to makethis
requisition f a¢ troops by the general comanding the department of
the Pacific, '
You;__hrpavo been infomed by me not only of the voluniesr force which
has ‘.b-een calk d outto protect the settlemermts and tgwage war upon
the I, dians, but of the plan of the campaign which I haw adopted,
of the position whih these troops occupy aml of the bl ows alroady
struck by them against the ememye

I take it for grambed thmt this infe mation has been com mnicated
to Gener al Wool, and has been considersd by him in his officlal
actions

In the tw visits which I hawe made to S tellacovom to confer with
you one of them rede at great persaal inconvenience, Ihave waived
etiquette in my emxious desire to cooperate with the regular
service, I lmve commnicated unreservedly my plans and views and-
have endeavored so faf 8g my sphere wa., concermed to conduct affalrs
in a way to insure the whole force operating as a unit in the pro=
secution of the war,

I am happy to say that in our several interco‘urses ard communications
you have met me 1n the same sprit of cooperation, to the ¢ =tent
thet the impre sion bas been made upon my mind, that such disposition
had been made of the volunteers, in your opinion, as to make them
ane fiicient element in the general combinatione

low your requisition on me to 1ssue ny proclamation to c all into

the Uni‘ed .States sorvice two companies of volunteers, in

. connexion with the expresslon of your opinion, that if the call be
eompllied withthe service of the troops now in the service of the

“err boyy may be dispensed with, is in fact & call a me to withdraw
all the troops now in the fleld with their sixty toeight days provisions
to abandon the block howses to B ave the setilements both north and

south open to the attacks of the maurauding Indilens, and at the very
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monent when our troops were prepared to strike 8, and ,perhaps the
decisive blow, to abandon the campaign and reorganize anew.

Bpe you aware that in the patriot response of the citizens of the
Territory to the cali of the éxecutive, over ¢ne-~half of our able
bodied mon are bearing aRme; that the peoyle jare almost entirely
living in blodk houses, and that it is entire{sly béycnd the ability
of our €itizens to organize an additional cor.ipany of even fif ty men.
"fhe Wwo campanis s yoi call far can, therefor$, not be raised e cept
by the withdérawal of the troops and abandonin s the campeign at the
very noment the prospe cts areflattering to endkl the war,

For these reasms alore 1t willme impossible to comply with your
requisition, now can I suppose in rmaking the re"quisition either
Hajor General "ool , or yourself, believed for a moment that the
requisition would be}aarious ly entertainal by me,

bus I am of opinion that even were the requisition cumplised
with your force would not be adequate to the protection of this
frontier end tle s ettlements . Having the highest respect for four
opiniong knowing how conséientliounsly and carefully you ap roach any
fiol o labor ani‘how thoroughly you investiate it, and reach your
concl slons, Iam cmstraired to exprers my judgrent afd  thatjyou
would scuon be obliged 1o call for an additional forecg, fully ecual
in all to the force which ks b en calied out by my proclemation,
In such a cas¢ Ihave no alternative than to act rcco ding to
my o deliberate Jjudgment, for if, waiving my own judgment

to yours injury should re:sult, the responsibi ity wouldattach to
me not le ss than to yourself, '

Otherwise why is the militils argenized end the executive wade

its com ander~in=chief? It is to meoct emcrgencies like the
mwesent,

Put were 1t practicable to comply with your roquisitions and

were those requisitions for a faorce, in my Judgment, c anpetent, I da
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should not deem 1t expedient to place the farce thus raised
under the command of t Il officers of tle regular sorvice.
The war has gow gone an five mon'ths; It is a war emphatically
for the d@efence of the settlements, so much so that I have ordered
to the Sound M four campanies from the Columbia vriver,and at
this critical period it 13 important that ther$ should be no
changes in the comand or in the plan,

In view of this and also in view of the changes o opinjon
and o plan an the part of the &fficer in chief comend on this
coast, growing out of a want of understanding of the difficulties
t? be encountered,,K I am of opinion thit the whole force will be
more efficlent and that there will be a better spirit of cooperation,
if the r egular and vo.untcer services are kept dlstincte
Be this as it may, the campaign is, I trust, approaching its
consunation end changes of plan can anly ove fraught with nischiels
“he citizons of this Terrltory have very greut con‘idence in the
officers of the regular service am espeqially im this the cacse
"with the people aof the ® ound e 1}-6 ir relations .lmve buen more
than cordial, .:Lhey arethe witnesses ofthe e::iciency of the troops
s tationed here, #nd their gratitude has been announced on several
occasiang since tlhe arganization of the "."erritory.
The force now in the fielhas not been mustered into the s e vice
of the Territory but into the service of the ! nited “tates. My
autharity as the higheut federal officer of the Territory i1s
derived from tie same souwrce a8 that of the Major Usnaral
commanding the Paciflic divisione I am cuumissioned by the Ppesident
and I act undor the laws of cormgress and the responsiblliby of my
oath o dficoe
b‘:or these reasons yowr roquisitlons cani ot be camplied with, 4t th
the samo timo you may rest assured of ny doing everythiﬁg in my poweer

to cooperate with you, and I hope tiet throuw h the action of us all
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the war may soon e closed,ami the sufferirg' inhanitente o the
"erritory B rescued fram their present unhappy condition,
Isaac I, Stevens
_ Gove nar and Comramder in Chief
Lieutenant Uolonel Silas Casey

Hinth Infantry, Y“cmmanding Puget Sound Dyvisign
Fort Steilacoom, "ashington *erritory

No 6
bxacutive office,
Yerritory of “ashington
Olympia, March 15,1866

Sir: I have dispatched my aild-de camp, Liautenant Colonel ‘rosbie

to confer with you in relation to a combined movement of the raval
and military forces from Scattle, '

I haveselectod COlonel Crosbie for thisduty in eons:quence

of his great familiarity withall vortions ‘of the country , its
geography,'its Indlan tribes and its eople,

If an operation could go on from Yeattle, say a boat expedition

to the lake, the establishment of e block house[on tha lake and a

good wagon road opened therdrom wit: “eatile, it would combine
admirably with the operations now going on from this quarter amni
Crom the Sno=~ho=mish , would much eircumscribe the country now

occu ied by the hostiles would promise opportunities of striking
immeciate blows and wozld probably pave the way forthe final blow

to end the war,

I am, very respectfully ,your ms t obedient
lgaac I. Stevens

Governor ®arritory Mashington

Captain Samuel Swartwout
Commending ‘aval Forees, Puget Sound, Seattls o

L

No 7
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: _ Unitad States Steamer Massachusetts
Harbor of Seuttle, Washirgton “erritary, March 16, 1856

Sire Your lotier of theld th instant was handed to me today by
Lasutenant VYolonel Crosbis.

In reply I woull state that my Imstructimms upon assuniing,' the
cowend of the Unitcd S tates naval forces in Puget Sound, direct

ue noral

the act in concert with ths milidary forces under Major
Wool whore the samo can be dwe within tho imnediate vicinity of
the Sound, but not to permlt any portion of my comand to go into
the interiar,., I, nowever, I were at liberty to cooperate with lyour
volunteors in prosecuting the e:xpedition you have projected, it
would be impracticable;as.l understand that theriver fran here o

the lakes is not nmavigable far ow boats and bosides, when the voie

untcors ineprosHBHEANEXINEXBXNS
leéve this place te¢ inhabitants will 1z entirely dependant upon
the naval farcos lerein the event of an a ttack by the hostile Irdianse
Samuel Suartwout, com ander
Lomranding United s tates Naval Faces,,Puget Sound
To his %.cellency Isaac I. Stevens, Governor -and Cormander=in=chief
W.,P, Voluntoor forces &

Ueneral Wool to the Y manding Yeneral

Benicia, Headqumrtersa Department of the Pacific
‘ wan ¥pancisco, lareh 20,1856

Uolonels Last eve iing 1 rebtuwrned from visiting the several military
poste of Crescent ci'hy,.Fort Orfard and Vancouver amd in Puget
Sound, ¥ort steilacoam. Yo each com andant of posts and distridts
I gave such 1nstructims as appeared nocessafy for ana ctive,
vigilant and succesaful prosecutimm . of the var against the Indians,
Erm Vancouver I took vith me two companies of the 9th ianfantry
comrard ed by Hajar Garnett and lamded them at Steilacoom on the
14th Marche ‘he same day I inspected .the post and suppliese The

latter were abundant .and of g ood gquality.



| 53
Lieutenant Colonel Casoy appesrs tdhave conducted the operations

of his comand with great skill and judgment. YWith the additional
companie s under llajor Ga mett he will soon bring the war to a close
on Puget Sound, unle:s prevented by Gove mar Stevens' determination
to carry on the war independent of the Tnited States troops. "Lhis
remark is equally applicabls to trecorduct of Gove ror Curry of
Opogon who is atill ca myiﬁg vn the war against the Indians ea:t

of the Cascade mountains. "hqse two gove mar s appcar to be running
a race to see who can dip the decpeat into the treasury of the United
Statese 1p the dense forests of Puget Sound another Florida wapr

can easily be carried on, and at anbxpense'of twenty or more
millionse The same remarks will apply to the mountain region of
Rogue river valley. It 18 only necessary toa@rry out the intentions

Yashing ton as pracliced in several

of many citizens of Oregon amd
imstances to exéerminate the Indians, f riends as well as enemies
T?.is can be done but it wuld cost the Tnited States from fifty to
one hurkred nillions, allpwhich can be avolided by a just and
judicious course pursued tovards the Indians, Ibave no doubt

that ir a very shart time I could ssttle all difficultiec with the
Indians if the goveRnors (Stevens and Eurry) and tholr vol nteers
withdraw from tie contest. Their object is war and rot peaces I
have on Puget Sound seven companies of regulars , in the Rog,‘ue river
valley sg¢ven companies and one nc r by at Humboldt. Brevt Major Yyer
with his company hasboen ordered to Fart Lane, This force, I am
confident, willbe all sufi‘ici;ent to bring the wer to a close in
southern Oregon. It certainly will be sufficient if Governor Curry's
voluntocrs will cease their practice of indiscriminately Lilling
the Indians, friemlis as well a§ foea,.

In & former cormunication I mention:d the conduct ofMajor Lupton
and his party in killing twenty=five Indians of whom eighteen

wore women and children. *this occurred in October. Captain
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Smigh commanding at Fort Lane reyarts that "on the 23rd Yecomber last
a party of vol ntcers,unarmned, belonging to ac anpany then stationed
on ar near J51,1;1;6 Creel:, made a vislt to-a camp of f riendly Indians
on the north side of “(,g;ue river sane fif teen miles fram this post
and assured the Iidians of the f riendly disposition of the whites
towards them amd their desire to live in peace."'l’he object aof this
visit, on the part of the white s, was toa scertain the s trength,
position etce of this Indian campand find ing them unarmed with
the exception of a few bows and arrows, rarched there on the followling
night , surrourded the camp and killed nineteen men, burned their
houses and stores aml loft the wmen amd childreniaxposed to the seveere
eold weather,
":he squaws and children are now at this post, suffering severely
fran frozen limbs. 0ld Jake(chief of the same band) with
his 1 ediate family was emmamped off near B tte creek, on the south
side of Rogue river, A party fram another campany of volun'eers
paid a similar visit to his camp for the same dastardly purpose ard
at night surrounded his camp and ra :sacred all the nene The squaws
amd children from this camp am also hore, suffe ing with frozen
limbse
lierewith I enclos¢ a copy o a leiter from Captain H.M, Judah, =880
relating to the Indian affairs. It deserves attention. eRtainly
the Irdlans referred tohave been greatly neglected. lhey ought
tohave been treated differently by the superintendent of Indian
a 'uvirs for California,
Iam, vely re psctfully your ocbedient servant,
John E. Wool
Major General
Lieutenant “,lonel L. Thames

Asgistant adjutant. ® neral,

1

Hpadqua~ters of the army, New Vorka
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Fort Jones, Yalifornia
lNMarch 8, 1856

Sirs I have the hona to make the foll owing s ta‘f..ement in referocnce
to the 288 Scott's valley Indians colk ctted at this poste.

About three weeks ggBd since, I was called upon by William Steele,
68qe & prominent citizen of this valle:;;, vho exhibited tome a letter
of authorization frum ~0lonel Fenly, superintendent of ..-_';'dian
affairs in this State, to take with him two of tle most jrominent
of the Indians to the Nome Lackee reservation, in order that they
might, 1if possible, become favorably impressed with its advantages
as a future home for the tribe,

Mr. Steeloc was accompanled by a gentleman named Weelis,who
is conversant with the shasta language and who r@E®r retumed
a few days since wit the two Indians (John and Yack)

nr. Weelks irformed me that both lir. Steele and himselfl were very
cold¥ly and impolitely (if not rudely) t reated by the residing agent,
& Nre Stevens, who infarmed them that Colonel llenly had gone to
Washington ard thathe had not heen informd of their intended visit.
Hr. Stevens offercd no facilities for carrying out the purposes of
the visit and fully evinced his utter ignaance or intentional
display of the most ordihary poli‘eness, by 1eavin€; his
office with hig friem s fara soclal purpose, expre:sed in the
presence of iMessrs Steele and "veks, who were left tocarry out
the purposes of their visit as they best could.

Theyshotly afte: left the office and walled with the Indians
for a coaple o hours upon tle reservation re turning to Tehama without
further notice from lir.Stevens.

Enough information wus gleaned during their short visit to warrant

tho conclusion tha the Indians upon the resorve are grossly neglectdd

8084 thado B0 0% 630G S8 04UR 08SE0BDARAbEOATES8DY 94 and that the

govermment is imposed)gpon in the conciction of tle affairs of the
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affairs of the reservation., This information with the exception
of one item, afforded me by lire. Weeks, was obtaired by Tye John
from conversation wibh the l-diaﬁs themselves, The item referred to
1s the followings [Sore few days before thelr affival a man livig
in the vicinlty of hhe reservation came upcn the same, and deliberately
killed twelve of the Irdians fron one rancheria for killing, eni OR
suspicion of having killed some hogs belonging to him." Mr. Wecks
stav.es that the occurrence seemed to excite little comment, and
was not advertedfi;o by lireSctevense. If such acts are really
poruitted upon thet seservation, Indians had better talke their
chances as outlaws in the mountains.

The Indisn, Tye John inf@ms me tha ! the Indian with whom he
conversed assureod him that they were uncomfortably unhappy, and
that their numers were being r-avidlyr educed by death; that
they hed no fires in tte witer, vere not supplied with clothing
and recelved neither flour nor beef, their sole Bood being wheat.
John also infarmed mo that both he and his trive preferred to be
killed and burled upon the soil of their fathers to veing removed to
liome Lackee .

f#1though the officers upon the reserve would prebauly deny the
the existence of such a strte of affairs as above mentiovned, I am
convinced it exlsts, ard that no arrangements pertaining
to Indlan affairs in this state bearg nvestigation. I am led to
this belife through persomal obse vations made during the past two
years .

In view of the facts that the visit of the INdians to Ilome
‘Laclkee was reduced to a ’fx*ace and that no further action in
reforonce to the Scott's Valiey Indians may be e:pected fram the
Indian depar tment in thHs state, I resvectfully request more

specilic instructions In reference to t hen than any I am acting

under. They are entirely disarmed as far a: fire-arms are ca cerned
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and can ot possibly subslst themselves with thelr bows amdarrovis.
The are daily suppiied with beef and flour by the a cting assistant
commissary of subsistence at this post and lmve boen since col.ected
upon the nilitary rese:ve for protoction against the whites, which 4
18 still recessary. f#s a continual sourco of ennoyance to the post,

as well ac to to people of Scott's valley, m view of the probability
of a deacent by hostlle I, dlans upon some of the sparsely se (le
portiong of the state during the sum oer in which case the Scott's
valisey Indians wou 1d,sm¢gmd though innocent, suffer through’
revenge; of their un farmly good conduct and through consideration
ofhumanity, they should be removed as soon as possible, I would there=
fore recomend that DEpESS Lieutenant frook, a some otler officer,

be permitted to take two of the mnoat prom nent of their number to

the reservation upon the Lower Kiamath for purposes of inspection

and tha tupon their return I be authar ized t aremove them to that places.
.“"he Indians have within the past two days assumed their bows

and arrows, wiich they constantly wear upon thelr persons, undoubt

4dly with a view to escape in the event of a forcible attempt to

remove them to PEE6EgTad6dd the liomo Lackee reservations

Apologizing for the length of this corrunication, into which f rom
the interest I $ el upon the subject I haveunintentionally Eeen drawn,
Iam , sir, veryrespectfully,your doedient servant
H.M. Judah
Captain 4th in antry com anding

Captain ’E.I:. Jones, Us.SeA, !
A3gt. ?dj. Yen. Departnent Pacific “en’cia California

Upon a perusal of the above cormunication I respectfully beg
leave to withdraw the puragraph vhich unfavarablyg characterizes
administration of Indian affairs in this ®tate, aa irrelevant
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'."'he maja notonly went to Yort Loise but 150 miles boyond
He remained In that section of the country until mear the close of
“eptember, 1855, when he returned to his post at the Dalles, having
peeviously captwe d and executed a number aof the I.dians concerned
in tl® murders above al luded t o,
Shortly after his re turn and early in Y% tober he wa. called on by

1{ame\s t o executive a similar mission SOSCET Tt

ia jor

against
tho Yakima indians, occupying a portion of the .ccuntr'y ec:t of the
Cascde rangs of mouptains, It is said tha & theYakimas, lm ving
bpecorp dis satisfied with the treaty wfB made with than the s mmer
before, by Conera 1 Stevens, deter ined on war,

This was hastened, asit would seem, by some miners farcibly
carrying away and1ll-treating sSome t?e».k:imta 8Quavs . The Yakimas
according to their cwn story, canplained of ths wrorg to 4.7,
Bohon, sub=-Indkan agent, vip was at the time in the Yalkina country
.and demanded redress. ‘n altercation took Place when the Indians
theatened revenge. Ti® a gent in turn, threatened if t hey executed
their intentions to serd aguinstthem the troops of the United States
It was under such clrcumstances that -'Hs/agent and the Indians wepars ted,

The forer, h av aveR, was followed and overtaken by the YaKimas
when they demamded to know if he interded to send the tro ps of
the United S tates aga inst theme On answering them in the af 'irmative
as the I dians say,they killed him and af terwards, as reported,
some miners on ticir way to the Colville nines,

G, this inf emati on being conveyed to Major Rains, Brevet Major
Haller was dirocted to mroceed against the Yakimas to chastise
them ani denand ﬁ;xe murderers of tho agent Bolone

Accordingly,with one hurdred and four rank andfile, he proceeded
on his mission, but without 'he precautims necessary against
gavage warfore,.

About sixy miles f ran the Dalles, on emerging from a doep ravine,
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he foand himself, as he rveports, confronted by 1,500 Indians,
After 1losing tw rien killed and sane thirteen or fourteen wounded
one mortally, he escapedfran his perilous condl tion to an eminence
on whidh was neither wood, water or graosa. He 1 ported tha t he
was suwrourded by Ind® ns armdasked far a thousard men to relieve
him,

This was cormunicated to the Valles by a person who succesded in
passing the L dians without behg observed, Belief wes imiediately
ordered . Ib‘? the meantime, af'ter remaining on tle hill 36 o
forty hours, water being indigpensable. both to men and ahimals,
the majar detormined to force his way to water. He broke up his en-
canpnent' and cunrenced his march for the stream in his front.

‘“o riet with no resistance am after allaying the +hirst of his
men, hors es and miles, he comenced his mar ch towards the Dalles.
‘n his e 'fort to make good his retreat he be are separatéd from
his OXEEA0 rear guard , the front and roear teking different trails,
The guard su posing that it was following the front of the column

continued itsmarch toards the Dalles without interference or
molostatio fran the Ipdians. This left themajor with only forty
effeccive ren amd the woinded and baggage.

Vith this small face he succecded in mak'ng good his re treat followed
tvwo days and!qig;hts by 1,500 Indians.

CI think thefmmber greatly exaggerated., liowever thils may be, under
the circumstances, I did rdf consider such an enemy great];y to be
dreaded. “he rcpulse of liajar lgl1ar created great excitement ard
alarm thr oghout Oregon ard Weash:‘s;ng;ton, lest all the Indian tribes in
the Territorie s shou fiat once combine amd come d ovn upon the
settlements. hg soon as I was informsl of llajar Haller's dofeat
I ordered all thedis posable troops at my command to tleseat of war,
and I followed., #t the s me time I called upon the United 2 tates

gove 'mient for at lesast an additional regimente. this vma promptly
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responded to, anithe 9th re giinent of infantry arrived sarly in
January, but owing to the unusually severe winter, could not enter
upon & winter campaigne In themeantime llajor Rains who had author ity
far such purposes,mde pre paration fora secmd expedition against the
Yalzimas,

He mustered, with £he reinforcements which I sent him, five hundred
regulars,with thres mountain howitzers, iw¢ides other
artillory--an ample force 1f rroperly direted tohave defeated
all tle Indiarsin thec mntry.‘fhenajcm,however, par taking samewhat
of the alarn pervading the country inc eased and stimulated by p l-
1 tcal demagoguos, called on “cting Governor{llason for two companiss
o' volunteers,which was promptly and favorably responded to; ard upm
coverncr Curry of Oregon for faur campanies which he Rfused because
as he said, the Oregonians would not gerve under United Stais s
officers. 4% +lw gams time he cd ledinto the territorial service
two mounted r egimenty one to serve agcinst the Indians in
Washingtan Yerritory amithe other to serve against the Irdians in southern
O gone Of the f amer no part of 1t, 1A any sense of the termg was
necessary to deferd the Iinhanitants of Oregon agalinst the Indians in
“ashingtan Territory ea:t of the Caséade mountains , fran whom they
had no danger vha tever to app chend, ~ajor fains having canpleted
his mreparatlons w ith 350 re gulars and thre mountain howitzers set
outa b t the lst of lloverber for theYak’ma country followdd by
six co:-;pa-.ﬁes of Gower nar Cum‘y's troops com arded by C"olonel
Nosnith No doubt a very capable am cntervrising officer, and
about se enty miles fromthe Dallos{mot the Yakimas, who af ter
several sk rmishes without any loss meither side, excepting
one Indian k/lled and scalped by an I.dian who accompanied the
troops of 1"ajarHaines, fled over the moumtaimns to the Yakima
river about forty mile distant. But in consequence of the snow then

fast falling, being scvoral fs et deep on the intervening mountains,
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major could not follow, at least he so re orted. He therefore
cormenced hig return having lost fifty-four animals captured by the
Indiang, but not until the volunteers unfortunately had destroyed the
“htanum missian ,an impartant positbn and one which cught tohave been
@cupied by the maj @« (N his return he crossed moun ains which he had
moviously passed,which were covecfied with deop snow fran two to
five feet deep. Iis cammand was ardered to the Dalles amd he reported
tomo in person an tho 24th of w anber.‘

I arriwd on the 17th having been detained m the pat:age from
“an Francisco ek ven days owing to (ples and a fire which crf_-g}pled
the steamer on board of which I was a pa senger, by which she came
very ner be ing loste

Apxious to establish a post at Yalla “alla in arder to prevent
what followed, a war againstthe "alla-"allas by the troops of Yemernor
Eurz*y, I ordered a critical impecction of all the troops and animals
when 1t was dlscovered theh many of the soldiers were without proper
Bhoes and proper clothing for the seasmn anl that all the animals
wth vesry few exceptlions , owing to constant service du.riné; the sumaer
and fall and ospecially in t e last two e peditions of pajor fains
arnd Ilaller, vererernderdd unfit for service. I Iad determined,
hawever 1if it was possible to take possession of the Yalla-Yalla
country befare winter had fairly com enced. Not because I
casid orod 1t in eny respect necessary faor dafence ar protection
of the inhabitants of Oregon ar "ashington ! erritory,

The 1rdians i n that region , two hundred miles distant could not
pass the Cascade rangg of mountuins t hen covered with several feet
of snowe.

The only route by vhich they could reach the settliemecrts o

Oregon was by tis Lalles where we had a suff icént regub r force

t) repel all the Indians in "ashigton lerrid:ory.
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Iy object was sinply to owrawe theso tribes armd to pr!pvé{lt
them fron uniting with the Yalinmse-the authors of the évfar.;\;'?hey
had not yot taken mart in tie wars at les:t trey had not then
killed a white man. ‘o accomplish my purrose no tf{me wvas to be 10@1;.

u,ord:mg,ly I directed MajarCross, chid quatermastier in my staff,
to procure , if prac ticable, thesea ns of transyczba#(\ion. This coula
not be obtained in Oregom or "ashingtm without gr}qfat delay aml
at an enormous expense whih the state of war did nc'“i call for, owlng
to the resources of thecountry beins very much e.}:hsjusted by the
large reguisitilons of Generd urry to tit out his several expediti onse

fhis compelled me to seek eBewhere for means of };ranslvcr tation
lienee I directed Major (ross to have wagons, horses and mulos
sont £ ran Benicia amiboat s and forage from San Francisco to Vancouvers

Before the animls, otce arrived DPomthe river Columbia  frosze
overs 1118 cut off all cormunications withths Dalles and the Indian
country east of the Cascade mountains. for t hree weeks I was ice
bound not REA9H belrng able to comwunicate with the Palles ar San
Franciscos

Governor Lumry , however , ka d brought two regimenis of mounted
men in the field at an enormous e:pense, Nothing had besen
accon lished by, them arﬂ,ﬁe rtainly not by tisre giment intended to
operate against the Indians in "ashington Lorritory.

Soriething hmd t¢ be dore .A fight with the Indians, o matter
whether friems or enemiés, was indlispensable to excite the sympathy
of the nation, and espscially Corgreuss, or the propriety of paying
catribut ions so prafusely levied on the people of Oregan, might be
questions d. ‘qccordingl'y  olonel Nesmith wa ordered by Governor
Curry with 1s com amd to march against the Yalla-Mallas, whero
Mg jor Chinn with fiw companies, kad previously been ordered,

On an inspectian of the horses of colonelfs caniand, althou h but

twenty days .’m the field, they were pronounc d unfit for that service.
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Jeveral compar es, homver > Were prepamw d amd under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel Felly, a mmber of the legislature of Orogon,
Joined Major Chinn, who instcad of gdng to Fort Valla "alla where he
was ordered by Gove nor Curry, took post on %o Umatilla, thirty miles
dlstant, because as he reparted,therse were me thousand Indisns in
arl about the forbte

Although in this position far sewral weks, and 8requently sending
scouts within a mile or two of tke Indimns, h® was neither molested
nor intefered with. Lioutonant ‘J'E'lmml Kelly, on Joining l&j.ar
Chinn, novedamp inst Fort Walla -"alla but found no Indians there. Hg
then moved up the river Touchet, where he wa.met Ly the chiof “pine-
piu»mox—mos:i vith a i‘lag of truce, Ho saidhe was for peacos

hat ke d'd not wish to fights that his peo.le did not wish

to fight; and that 1f ary of his young men had dom wrong he wes
brepared to mals restitutione. Ifhe cO0@ could not return the goods
wrangfully talken, he would pay foar them, being abundantly able to
do a9. ¥hen the volunteers said they were in want of provisions

he offered them ocattle. He was rich in money, horses and mttle.

The volunteers replied e ledvetter o back and fight. He refused,
amd with his compani s, fourfLiesutenant Kelgy says six) in

number wes B n prisoner and sent guarded to the volunteer camp.
The volunteers then ccmmenned the attack upon his people ,2vhich

was conGinued for fow days without any great loss on either side
when the Yallas="allas, mving sccured tle ir women and children
crossed tho Snalw viver, Lo Becordor third day of the engagonent,
the volunteers barbarously killed "piu-piu-mox-mox" and his
companioass they took frumths chiof's head some twenty scalps, cut’
off his ears amd lands and sent them as trophies to the ¥Ff riends

in Opegone

£ the volunteers having no boats , could ot cross the Snake river

the retrsuat of the Ind iars closed thelrwintr caupaign, excopt to
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plunder the friendly Uayuses of thoir horues and cattle =-(see my
lettar dated the 12th February, 1856 to “overna I.I. S tevens)

Owing tc tle se oxity of the wintew, oxcept thesc captured by
the Indiense, wod of the volunteera' khrueg diocd of fatigue armd the
want o forage or grasse Major Chinn said that ebot two hundred and
twenty=five of their best horses wre @pbtured by t e Indians.

it 18 reported that Governar Uwry hag in part roplaced them with
a fresh 1e laye

Iy Eebruaz’y » thltteen wagons loeded with supplileos, includ ng
amunition for the volunteers, gnaided by only four men, vere
captured by the Indians bstween the Umatilla and fort Yalla-"aila.

Such havo bean the results of one of the nost unwise, unnecessary
and extragavant expeditliasever fitted out In the Unltod States
ard for noe otler reasen than % plunder the treacsury of the T'iiited
States and to make politicel capitel for sanedbudy.

It could not have beeon projoccted for the defonce of the inhabitants
of Opegon nor far the jrobction of Uregenians in Mashington
Territary, for none resided there, "tatthen could keve beon the object?
Nothing but a crusade against thel diane ami a 1 ng vgr $88 to
enrich the couantry

If cuch vos ot he object Geno ml Cuwrry ,instend of sending
troops sgainst the Jndians in Vashington territory and beyond his
Jurisdiction , would have sent all of them to southern Oregon,
where the war vaged, and nowhere else im his “erritory. The
Oregonians say tha t the war " is a §od serd to thucountry,”

It wodd appear, however, fim the governa :s proclamation,

that he did serd a regiment to southern Oregon, but from all the
information I have 1eceéived f:oom tha t scction of the country,they
hawe been of 1:1.1; le or no sorvlce, 80 far as glving protection
to the 1nhabitants is cuoncerned, ard yot the vaAr has t®on carried

on betwuen the volunteers amd the Indlans in a most si gularly
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barbar ous end sva;e manner. My information is derived frm cltizens
and regular officers under my command, and not from any of the civil
or military functiaar lesg of the Territory of Oregon.

I have mever basrn informed by any one,; noteven by the governor
of them litary wants of tle Zerritory. He ms never called on me
for troops todefend it, or to rotect the inhabltants f rom s avage
barbai'ity. A1though he has, a3 it woull eppar, purposesly avoided
all coumrmunicati on with me o ths subjecte I have not been wmindful
of the conditlon and wants of the Territory. I have not failed, as
far as it was in my power tof defend and protect such parts as weve
exposed and asselled by the Indians, and I have ro douwbt 'b;:t for
the Indisecriminate werfare ca "riod on against thom, and the masgsa cre
- of several parties of friedly Infians by thetroops of Ggve rmor
curry, the wr woldlave lang s ince b en brought to a close in
Gregone |

Almou}h the Indlansare retaliating with a fareful vengeance on
innocent c¢itizens for the murder in Jctober last by Major Iypton
" amd his party of 25 friendly Indians, 18 of whom wore women arnd
ehildren, all ¢ping to the military rezervation at Fort lano, for
protection, and notwithetanding the massacres on 234 aml 24th
December last when volunteers mwdered a bout forty wnarmed frisrdly
Indisns belonging to the bami of the lake chisf, Jaks, who was among
the killsd, I think if the volunteers, who expect tobe paid largely
fwr thedr servim s wre withdrawn and private war prevented, I could
soon end the war in “‘ogue yiver valley, ard indeed throughout
Oregon and “ash ington.

But the determimation of the Oregonians to exterminats the
Indiamswhich I am wholly o pozad to, if not disco ntonanced by the
United State s goveo rrmentymay prolong the war almost indefiniielye

A other tlcm‘lda war can behad in Rﬁgue River valley, owing to

the mountainous character of the country. the seame remark will
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apply to Puget Sound, vherc it ls exceedingly difficult to
Tollow the Indiams in the dense forests of thaet region. Yot, by a
roper and judicilous cowse, thewnr may be broughtto & closeg
when by establishing pas ts at prope‘-.' polnts, a reecurrence of the
past night be prevented. But to do thig I repeat, the oxte:mination
of the Indlans should e abandorsls Mo dobt theyeould be extorminatd
but it would cost from £ifty to one hundred millions , b esides
thousand 8 of innocent and wa lugble lives.

B£111, with all ¢e difficulbies presented end staring usg in the
face, I do not despair, With eight cunpenies of m gulr troops in
Rogue Hiver valloy and another on the way, with not to exceed two
hundred werriars in arme, increased tothat number by the barbarous
conduct of the volunteors towards the friendly Indians aml seven
companies in Puget Sound, vhew there are not ons hundred amd fifty
in arms agalrgt the yMtes commarded by active, vigilant and
intelli; ent oi‘f;].cerf:;, I cennot but howe that tle war in those #wo
sectims will soon be brought to & close, vhen wo will meet with no
aifficulty in brirg ing the Indlemsto terms, east of the Cascade range
of mountains,

%0 shaw how determined the people of Orcgm are to exte minale the
Indians it dsonly mee ary to represent their cormduct towmrds
four hundred friendly Indlars waiting, on the military rescrve at \
Fary Lane, to o @ comucted to the cosst range roservaticn. Captain
Suith com amding at that post, vi th two companies of ragulars,
re parted to me that 1t took a large part of his comand to vrevent
e citi ens from murdering thame tour hunred Indians.

I mve Doan Iformed, by thosewhose dharacter for truth and
veracity is not to be questl mmed, that motings of tl» dtigzens of
Oregon had buen held vhen 1t was rc solved, 1f the attempt was
mace to eoz?.duct tivsa I;dians to the cons &t roserve, they would not

only kill thern, but all who might accanpany theme
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After the Indimns recently s tarted for the reserveg , although
escorted by one hundred soldiers, thgw ere followed by a citizen
w0 shot orw of the Indians, declaring at the same time he intonded
to follow them arnd kill all he codd. I regvet that I am compelled to
say that such cordiet is too much encouraged by nersons holding
high office under the goermrent of the Unitsd States. “nd because
I have opposed this Inhuman and barbarous practice, and the
W olegale plurdering of the treasury of the United tat s which
tiere is no cliyrcumstance to justitfy, Ihave bheen denounced by the
governors o bobh "‘"'Gr:'itoriss end the legislature of Onogone

The Jattor has demanded of the President of the lnited Staies
iy remova 1 franthe comn and of the Faciflc depariment. To discover
how much truth is contained In the charges prosentsd againstme
in thsmeuorial to tis proslident, i1t will only be necessary to read
thils comunica tlcne

Iam , lowever, rwidad surprised to fimd that the legislature
doea not Immow the bourdariles of 1ts own Territox*y. Vglla-"glla is
in Veshirgon andnot in Orsgm i‘_"'erritcm'y. o citizens were therse
oxcept two or thre: bosides those who were, or had been attabhed
to ths Ir?ud'son's f’ay capany and these wremostly half~breeds and
Canadians.

It ig well known that they are in no danger of being killed by the
Indisns » 211 not fmericans or “”ostom: ad the Indlans call them
not fwnd in ames agins them ;re e apocted, at lecast they are in
® danger of DLelg killed by thenae

In conclusian It only vrommins for ms to notice & letter, leat it
should create falst impre.sions and mislead the public, of I.I.
Stovens, govar e of "ashingtan Territoary, dated the 8th of March,
1856 am published in ~an Franciscos

:hog;overnw in his letber & eppeal to the ciltizens of San rancisco |

would irdace them to belisve that thore were not to exceed 900
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regulars in “ashington amd Opegonad the t there werse but four
compank s of regulars at one point on Puget Sound,

Ay -ther ate of his l&koer there were five compenies of regulars
actively omprating against less than two hundred warriors in
erms a;aing the witea and sixdeys af ter s even companies, 500 strong
under the d ive cbiae o Lieutenant Colonel Casey and lajor Garnett
A the aGa® of 'is letter instesd of 000, ac ho asserts, there
v)ere 1,900 vegulers Brd at this Hime £,000. Of the 33 companies

in the Pacific department 27 areé operating in Ore:on and

"ashington, distributed nas follows , vizinine in southern Oregon
700 strong, ac tively operat Ing against certainly not to exceed
200 warriars in erms 8 gainst whites 3 seven companies , as before
mentlionad in Puget Sound, with le:-sthan 200 @A0warriars in arms agatnst
theny one capany at Vancouver ard ten compardes at the Dalles under
comand of (olonel Ueorge Wright, of the 9th infantry. The 1a tter
will be efficiently and Itimst successfully emplowed against the
Indiens east of the Cascade range of mountaine ag soon as the seasm
will permit that =, as soon as grass can be had to support animals,

A force amply suf Plcint to terminate thewaer in all parts of

the two :'“erritories and afterwvards to nrevent nast occurrences

1f the vdunteers could b withdrawn aid private war prevented.

But ag long as governors & Terr: tories make wrr and exercisef
powers a8 I belleve, unkhown to the President of the United Ptates
and Individua 1s raise volunteers ani rake war on the Indigns whenever
they pleass mr Corgress wlll pay the expfense so long will we have
war in Oreson amd Washingiaon Territories.

It is sqid by 1intelligent men tha t the eaxpense of Governor Curry's
army WWll emount, in script, from two to fowr millloms . If Coungress
shos 4 fot tho bill.,sane governar of a 1cther territory will make a

bill o ten mllliuns
I do not lnow 'vw the guestiwm will be comsidereds One thing
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hovever ,is certain, that it is an example whic h, 1 ccuntenanced by
the United Statos government, way ,when leagt expocied, lead tu no
less embarvessing then disastrous resulio.

Lierewith I forward copios of instructions, mried 1,2 and 3 %o
Colonel ueorg;e Yright and Lieutenant ('nlonel Silas Casey in
regard to the employment of voluntoeerd, &nd the course 'they should
pursue in conducting the war ggainst the Ipdians , and the protoction
of the inhabitanis of Oregm end Yashington ferritories.

I aisov gerd copies, mwarked 4 and 5 of ac orvegpordence betwueen
Lisutenant Colonel Casey am Governa Stevens on the subject of
calling into sorvVice tvo com anies of voluntcors.

“overnar Stevens, 1ile Gove mor Curry, rofuses o place volunteers
under the cowrand of United States officers. Colonel Vpight, March
l, on this subject mys that "from the bost Informatian I can btain
the presence of the vdunteers In the Yalla«"alla country during the
last two montks has been highly injurious and tonded to increage
the number of our enemiese
Similar ve parte aremsde i‘r;. moat of the regular of fico s, of
the volunitecrs acting umier their obsorvationl

I also scnd a copy of & report from Lisutenant Colonel Gaorge
Nauman, naked 6, @& who was ordored to sauthern “alifornia to
gxaniine iInto tipcordition of affairs In thet region, amd to ascertadn
the f'ecling s am disposibion of the 1;d;mns on the Colorado.

Hia roport is highly favorable to pea 'ce.-

I am, very regpectfully, your obedleat servante

Jobhn Ee Viool, Major @General

Lisutemant Colonel L. Thomas
Assigtante Adjutent Yeneral New York.

Indian effairs. Hipghly interestirgas I have full conficence in Ceneral
Wool's stutemers of facts, amd fully concur in his views and

e
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gentimonts e
Respectfully submitted

"infield Scobtte
Yeadquarters, New York, lay 2, 1556.

llo 1

Headquarters Doper tment of the
Pacific, Benicia, Californis,

Jameary 29, 1856

Yolonels ¥ doubt ore this you lave receivod special orders loe 6
anmd & lot ter of instruc tion, da 6d the 19th instant, assigning you
to Orepen Wiich inclubs Puget Sound, Vancaver and the Dalles, and
all t ecountry na th amd east of the Caseade mountainse
You will exercise superyising control over all and direct such
operations 88 you mAy 4deem propers

A_‘s soon as the segsson will permit, preparatory to operations in
tho I.Addancountry cest and north of the Cascade mount ains, you will
establish the imdquartors of yowr regiment at the Dalles where all

he troops intonded for e Indiun country will be camcentrated, Fre=
vious to vhich every & tention will be : iven to perfecting then

in the rifle ar light infantry driil, as also in the duties of
guards., The latter is m Iimportant duby amdshould receive every
attentiane T fomi but few o the younger officers of the 4th
infantry acquainted with that dubtys. Your own headquer ters 'you can
establish ei thor at Vancower or tho Dallesy You will of course be
most of your timo at the lat te: place during the period of preparation
farts field.

The points which I intended as the base of operations are the
Selah isheries, on he Yakime rivor and same point on or near the
Colwbia river in the neighvorhood of Fort "alla-"alla. It 1
ry intention to eatablish a perrvnent nost smevhare in this region
at themost eligible polnt for controlling the surrounding Irdian

tribes amd to comrand the river and 1t s crosslings. 0: account of the
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the scarcilty of timber it May be necessary togo same d istance

up the Touchet river before a sultable position far the establishmont
of a post can be found, Botween the Yalles am the.Selah fishories
an intermedlate post with ae® company may be 1B cessary, to prevent
the Yakimas frantaking fish In tlp stiveams waich empty themsélves

in the Yakina and Yolumbis rivers.‘j’h 1s inrmediate post should

be given to sae active and energetic of £ ere’

Horewith you will recdive a memolr anc sketches , by Yaptain Crem,
chief of the bpographical engin-ers of the ecountry in wich

your camand willle required to oper:te. I would rocom end it +o

your attentive persual. Yron this you will rerceive that the Selah
fisheries are one hundved miles f ran the Yalles,and fran the latter
to the Atahmum river mission 1t is seventy miles,which positim

may be important as an intermediate post b etween the Yal es and

the Bélah f isharies, From the Dalles to rort-"alla Valls adadead it is
one hundred sndforty two miles and frum the latter place to Selah
flsheries nine®y five miles by *'s road to Steilacoom,
 "th boats to ¢ra s theColumbla river your force et either point
could te in four days concentra tdd; by forded marches, in three

days or less. For crossing the Columbia river I ordered four

par table oats and a flat tobe pregpared in pleces to Le put together
on the srrival of the troops at or neax; plla-"alla.

Ixpeditd ong should bs prepared to leave at the earliect moment

that is, as soon as grass canbe obtaimd for animals, for Fort
falla~"alla ard tre Selah fisheries. It is not probable, howeve, thit
you will be able n account of snow on the intervening mountains

to go to the Pelah-fisiBrios a8 soon as threo or four woeks, as

to the"alla-"alla country. Hence, as soon a- the scason will permit, :
you will conduct -;.our self a force of our or five émnpanies with tlwe
mountain how ﬂ‘;’zors endore e iz-pounder to lella-"alla,

it is desirable thet you conduct this e-pediti on with r efercnce
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to the selection of a proper position for a post and W ascertain
the feelings anmd digpositions of the sévez~a1 tribes in that secetion
of the courtrye 1 do net belleve that tie Yalla="allas, the Cayuses
Pelouses and Umatillas, hed resolved on war until the attack of the
voluntuers ou the Yalla="allase

ihe murder of the chief, Pihwpiu~m x-m-mc, while a prismer, by
the voluntoers has united those tribes a ainst us. I dn not belleve
howover ithat they will continue the war e great while.‘?'he occupa tion
of the country bmtveen the Yalla="alla; Touche ard “meke rivers and
the o posite side of tie Uolumbia, will very soon bring those tribes
to termsae: '

“hecc cupatim & theproper time of the Yakima country £ rom the “i=
ahmum mission, and tke country on the Yakima riveR extending

above and below ilp “elah fiskeries, will canpel the Yakimas, I
think, to sus far peace or abandm their country. Supplies for the
Sglah fisho:eie.s mist b e packea unless they shouldl be sent by way of
#0 Walla=-"alla and the Steilacoom roed .

It 1s desivable that at leust sixbty days provisions should be sent
with eithor expedition to Malla-"alla or the Selah i'isheries.

After the re turn of -i-iajor Hains I ordered an inspection of all

tho animals , scme 460, when very few vere fuund tobe fit for
gervicoe. Since then, llajor Cross,chief artermaster, haz sant @&
gboub 225 harses amd mples to Vancouver,

It is very desirable tmt all the animals including the dragoon
h orses shaald be well teken care of, in order that they mey bo

fit for service as soon as tiB t roops can take the fleld, I have
agaln anmi again given arders and ims Guctions on that sut;;]ect argd
especially that the draguon hors es should o ave the best of care and
be pubt under covere

I ordered, I think, as early as Hugps © laut, stables tole

put up st tho Yalles, far the company of dragoons 4t Vancouver. I
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understandl they werenear ly comp]_.e ted when I left, the 12th January
When this company goes to the Palles, vou v 1i direct lajor
¥itzgorald 960 put his hurges in the bulld & designed as a stable for
hime If the quer termasier occuples any part a@f it for quartermasterts
stares, they will v e moved outs ‘he horses of that canpany musto e
put in a cond it ion for active service by the tlme you will be 1*eéd;y
to move,

In coplusio I wvonld remark tha ‘we haw no authority to call fow
volunteers to employ them, or to furnish them with supplics.
therefows theleus you have t do with them, unless in extrems cases
Bhich I do not entlcipate, tld boetter it will be for the gerviceq
Hany of them as wellas most of t e OPegonians are for exterminating
The Indians anl acco dingly do not discriminate between friends
and foos,

“he courso ting far pursued by Gove .noz' Curry andthe volunteers
nas anly tended to increase ow Indlan enemieswhilst 1t has gubjected
the re gular sorvice to great inconvenience and expenses his , too,
by exhausting the resowr ces of Uregon ard ;"ashing; . and
without accomplishing the leaat goode
I amy very rcape ctfully, your obedient scrvante
Johin B« Vpol
Major goneral
Colonel G_oorgc Vright
Conmandin: & t‘”ancouv er

PeSez Abplicatiors are frequently rade for clerks in the
commisary ard quartermaster 's departments. L have i1sasuod an arder
prohibiting any clerks eing app inted in ti1e disbursing departments
except by special irs iructlons from the "ar Department, withoup
my sanction andappreal. If clerks are required by any disbursing
officer under your comfnand, the appitication shoulcbe rade through

you, with yow approval or other wise.



by the memcir of Captain Cram you will perceive that obastacles
on ther otes to tks Solah Fisheries and to Valla-tnlla will
requiie your atbontione On fitting out expeditions,plmer partile s
shoufivo organized to go in adwance and toremwe, as far as posalblse,
all obgtacles that would réard yow progress
No 2
Headquarters , Lepartment of the Paclfic
Yenicia; February 22, 1866
S84ps T lmve f» hormor to acknowledge the receipt , lact evening, of
vyaur cxrminica tion of the 4th instante
17 reply the general commanding directs me tosay that you will
receive by the s8teamer Massachusetts, Captain Swartout
cormanding, his instructions armdviews inregard to the cowrse you
shoulld pupeue in prosecuting the war agaimst tho indlans, With five
companies of regular troops, not less than thiee hundred ari fif Gy
shrog wlth s overal shipg-of-war, incl ding the s tcamer llagaachusettis
he had great hopes thatyou wodld be able tobring tiswar to a close
thout the ald of volundeers cannot bo recognized or amployed
nloss rece ived and mustered into te service of t.e United “tates

| should

There fore, 1f wolunteers ¢AOSE

e consld erd indispensably ne cessary at any time to aid
in d efending the Iinhaviltants of Puget Spund ard in that vicinity

or mring tkewer to a clese, yoy will call on the governar of the
Torritory for the nuwaver you might require, not to be mount8d and
whon for warded to - ou have them exemincd and regularly musterd

1to t e sevices,

Yhis course will be adopted cnly in case of absolute necesslty as
the geno al s -0 authority to call volunteers into the service,

and he w 11 not sanction or tolerate lt, unless absolutely nec-

easary for the rotection of the hhabitants of the Territor'y.



90

‘He will sexd you, as soon as practicable, one or two companies
of the fourth @ ninth infantry. From necesolity they will bo canpelled
to go by lande. #t the present time it 1s said to be impracticable
on account of high water, the streams not be ing Bordable,

Your requisition for quartormasters! stares will be complied with.
Neitler horses narmules can be sent fram here, ‘hey must be
obtaired by nurchmse in eithor Washington 6r Ovagon werx'itory.

Your reguisiticn for ordnance and ordnance atora was anbticl pated and
the artilcles sont by the Massachusetis, except the expanding rif'le
cartridges, fwenw tho sand have been ordered. Five thousand rifle
cartridges wore sent on the Massachuseits,

In conclusion the gereraldire cts me to say the t whilst he approves
of your efforts to incuce tie I'dlarms to coms in end glve up thelr
arms, under promise of protection, he does not dowbt that you
will by your energy end activity, as wella s by that of all your
officers, bring the mr to a' close without the employment of ald
of volunteerse I am,; veryrespectfully,your obedlent servéat

DsRe¢ Jones
Aeting “djutant General
Lieutenant Yglonel S, Casey

Hinth I fantry, camandirg, Fort Steilacoon
Washing ton ':‘erritory.,

Irue copy: Richard #rnold
First Lieutenant Third #rtillery end aid-de-camp
No 3

Benecia, Hesdquarters,Department of ths Ffacific
Up board of tho stoamer Columbia ,March 14, 1856.

Golonel: I havejust arrived and landed at Steilacoom with tvo
— copanies of the 9th infantry ,commandedby Majar Garnett. By the
enclogse d ardoy you will perceive that I have directed  the Major
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to have his com @and prepared far imvediste and active operations.

Your communication of the 9th instant was received on my way
domthe Columbia rivers in regard to your co=operating with vole
unteors ordered cut by Yove nor Stevens I will 8imply remark
that no cooperation .ahould take place on your part unle: s you
received them into the service of theUnlted States subject to your
orderss If yowr positimm requiied volunteers to ald you in the pro=
toctlon of the inhabitants of the Territory, you shoﬁld have called
for them, and when r eceived, lohave had them musterdd into the
service of the United States. #ny otler coumse is decidedly wronge
I lmow of no suthw ity whih eutho: izes governors of Yerritories %o
Baise troops aml dir ct their operatims irdependent of tke of ficers
of the Tnited “tates and certainly not independent of myself, [ have
boen kept wholly ignarant of the sta te of the counbtry « xcept
through the regular officers o hhe army and fran theoir communicaticas
“ have yot to learn that amy ecsentinl service has been rendered .
to the country by volunteers,
I,however, approre of your coumse as hithertio pursued, with the above
erception aml car‘mot. doubt but that with the t wo companiss
under la jor Garw tt, you will very soon bring the war to a elose,
I will be here until tomorrow, wha I leave in the stoamer Yogae
“etive far ®an Francisco, I hope, in the meantime, to s'6e yous
;Et is Im artant tha ¢ I should see you befare I lo.ve,
I am, very re pectfully, your ovedient servant '
John E, Wool,maﬁor general
Lieutenant Colonel S, Casey
Ninth Regiment Infantry, Commandirg at Steilacoom, Washington *erritory
No 4
Headquarters Puget Sound, District. “ ort Steilacoom, ashing ton
Territory, March 15, 1856.



Sirg I respoctfully request that you will at once issue your
vroclamation calling inko the service of the United States two
canrpanies of voluntéors to serve on foot for 'the verici of four
man ths, unless sooner discha ;ed. |

Bach cazpany to conslst of one captain, one first and one socond
lieutonent, fowr nergeants, forcorpopals am seventy pri vatés._

I wish both companies tobe mstored into service at Fort Stellacoome

The auth ar ity for calling for the a bove named troops has been gi en
by the gereral comrandlng the department of e Facifice

I roceived, yesterday an uccession of two campanies of volunteers
cailad for, L mof tle opinlmthée Ishall lawve a sufficient 'number
of troops to protect th 8 frontior, without the a®d of those now
in thesorvic of the territorys
Yery 1iespecf£ully,ymu" cbedient servant

Silas Cassy
| Lieutenant Coloﬁel Ninth Infantry
Comand ing Puget Sound Pisvrict
lis Exgollency I.I. Stevens
@overnor aof "asnington Torritory, Olympia W.m,

No &

“ecusive Office o g"’a‘shﬂzalgtc.u:; t‘“em*itor;y, Olympia, March 16, 18u6
Sir: Your let torcalling upm me far two campenies of volunteers
tobe mustered into the regular service has beenveceived and s in
antid pation of my full reply, I will state that the requisition will
not be complied with. I do not comsl er it exypedient to change the
plan of the campeign nor the organization of the t roops, so far
as the voluntoers are concernod.

Truly am respectfully, your most obedient

. - .Igaac I, Stevens
Lieutenant olonel Silas (Casey, vommani ing Puge ound D4gstrict.
(\‘ ’
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“ort Yuma, Califarnia, feb:'uary 27, 1856
Sirs £ have the honcr b state that since my last report,dated the
12th Instant, nobhing whatever hes occurredmtween the Indians and
whites to disturb the tranquilityof this poartion of Califormias amd
that the formerat (resent manifest towards us and each other tie
s & amlcable dispositionse I entertain no apprehension wha tever that
this desirable cedition of things is 1likely soon to be changeds IN
all dir ctions are seen unusually twigorous and oxtensive praparations
0l ghe soll andriver bottam for cultlvatiom, and there can be no
better guar n.ee of t ¢ sincerity o the friemly protostations of
the na tives than this mmifestatim of a disposition to provide far
the msleves 8o immedlately In owrviecinity,

The Ipdian whom I mentianed in my letter o the £68th ultimo as having
been dispatched the mrevious day to endeavor to ransam a whi_te woman
fran the lohaves ard bring her to the fort, I am exfromely hap py
to say returred on the 22nd irstant having ertirely succeeded in
his missione ‘he young women mroves to b a Hima Oatman,whose parents
wore murdersed by tis Indians scamewhere on the Gila ebout eithy miles
Ercxn this place, in I think, 1860, Horself and a sister were captured
on tha t occasion and reduced to s Javery._[hehtber is represented to
have died sone aix months agn lilss Oatman seems tobe about sixteen
years of age,amd ms unfortuna t8ly almost entirely lost tis use of
tle English language, speaking nothingbut that of tke rude people
among whom she 8o lang resided, and which no ons herec can
interprét well, “he ,however, retains a recollection of ler
name ard mys it 1s Olive OFEEIO Oatmane

It is b elieved sho has a brother res iding at Los 4ngeles, the
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necessary mea sureshave been taken to ascertain that fact, and 1f it
should turn out to be so, %o apprlselhim.of the Igreaable
intelligence of the recovery of hissistere e\

lleonwhile every rroper care is beip; taken of heriand 1t will
afford vd all inf nite satisfaction to restoro.her toher friends
and civilizatione dl -
1% gives me ruch pleasure to add that the commndant of Fort Yuma,
Brevet Ldeutenan: DBurke, hae manifested themost commendable
zoal and Interest in mcc plishing the wry desirable object Inave
just @etailed.

48 my ser¥icos, in my o inion are no longer required at Fortg
Hodeéd Yuma, I shall in accordance with 1ns true tions, Headquarters
Depar tment of the Pacifie, %ebruary 12, 1856, set out tomorrow
for my post at Benicla barrackse

Very respectfully, your mest obedient servant

George llauman
Brevet NLieutenant Yolonel Majar 3d
artillery
To Captain D.R. Joneus “sunistant adjutant goneral,department of the
Paciic,. Benicia, Calif.

UeSs Senate Executive Documents jgoa. 13 los,. 6676, 24th
Congress lat anml 2d sessimns 1855«56 (Jibrary of Congress,)
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