1212 ¥, 32nd “‘ve,

Mr, Leland Yost,
Room 2129 Yept. of Justice Bldg.,

August 19,1953

Wgshington, D.C,

Dear Leas
Now that the shouting and tumult has died and the “cmmissioner
and the attorneys have departéd, I am writing to cover a series of
subjects, ‘hesea re definitoely under the order of unfinished business,
there being no endeavor on my part to set mysels up in e iness or
rather work my way into a joby through taking undue advantage,

If T can be of help, behind the scenes, doing research to he tirned
over to those better qualified to put the fin ishing touches on it or
detect the salient ard impartant clues, I would be glad to do so, “nd
8ince I am generally working in that field, no dowt it would save sameons
a lot of work and £ would not anticipate any pay nor quibble abmut any
allowance if I uncovered good rmterial.

1 am 8411l convinced that when you get & chance to study things, you
will see the Yakimas have sane justice to their claim tlmt there eare
many "anap me® or rather those of Wanapum descant upon the res rvation.
I do not , howver, belisve that any Yr, or attorney can canvince me
that no such thing as a VWanapum exists, and that my !piest Rapidas people
are not "Wanapums." To that end, if exhaustive research irdicates,

I would be willing to go ti® full way and so would the last Wanapums,
in Viashington 1f mecessary.

I do know that for several years the University has told its post
grads that no ethno study could be mde of the Palowe or Wanapums
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at "this late date.” Ido know that these Last Varapums have always
ref;sed to talk to Uniwrsity people, and that in the final analysis,
their separsteness can be proven by their religion which they have

told me about in detall,and thd r langusge. Long ago I compiled a
dictiorary of some 1,000 words covering Yak ra, Vanapum and Palouse. Dr.
Carl V, saw ita

I recall in “alifania that when Ur, A,L, Krocber was heasd of the
Uepte af Antnropology at the University of California, i1t was not believed
that the ari of pottery was still known among the Yokuts in the San
Joaquin Yalley. I dug up tires pottery makers and Dre Gayton (Emily)
published a paper on pottery after I had unsarthed them and made then
knowne I turned ever much of rjy material o the Yokuts %o Frank Tatta,
now head of the Kern “ounty lMuseum ami he has published s averal books

on them, his Handbook on the Yokuts being prefaced by highly complimentary
remarks by Dr. Kroeber who ackhowledged in i1t that he had not held

such beliefs in his years paste

I know too thd some aof ths earliest and finest works on e thnology
were dore by men who "did rot hold degrees," such as Stephen Powers,
and others and that the rank amateur in geology, John Muir, through
hi s boolks, became one of the greatest. And I count extensive field wark
mare valugble than a college course, especially when your informants
call you % brother " and tell you stories of how they and others have
made up things to tdll the university people who visit them at rare
ervals,

I am not bitter. Iet's say I'm just a bit determimsd. And also that
long ago I told YPr. FoW. Hodge that when I did write, 1t wa:ld be so
that many people, instead of a feiu, could understand and appreciate
those I wote about,

The experience of trial in Yakima was new to me, but L catch on

faste
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I have several ideas that might have the germ of samething in
theme '
To facilitate their assimilation and treatment if deemed worthy,
I have covered each subject in a separate lettere. Thesc are all
included in the current "freight: shipmen te
I dropped out to the Wanapum camp Monday night after the "trial "
Thay were happy as larks. *hey told me however that the S’oh::appz;rs went
home mad or disgruntled becaw s they didn't understand why Johnny
Buck was called in searly saturda'y morrd ng , at t he opening, and they
were excluleds They amd the others are hap,y if they know what is going
One
The Yakimas, repre sentel at the hear g by sane four or five tribasl
councl lmen, seemed happy ard friemily . #nd today the sacre tary sent me
ward, Inviting me to go on a tour of the re servation tmeckeountry with
the Yakima baseball team next Monday, meaning he wants to show his
friendlinesa , or , he m s bsen asked to cultivate me. But, now that
I have had a taste of things, the cultivation , iIf it is that, will
razult in nothing productive from my oende
Mr, and lirs, #lbert liohrm, the young graduate students who were warkin g
on the reservatim, seem to be absent, per haps returning to schoole I
shall let you kncw aboit theme They are good, sincere students but did
not impre: s me,
It was & pleasure to meet you and “rs. Yoste I hope the Serttls trip
was profitable and enjoyable, |
I assure you, future corresyormdence will not be so extensive and

"wearing," but I wished to outline things as clea 1y as I coulde

S41ncers regards

Ciick Relander
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