re. Fair sectin

Central Washington Fair Grange and other display booths will
provide an opportun’ty to compare Yakima produce with "the good old
days." |

In 1890 Yakime egriculturists didn't confie their displays to
locsl fmkxex showings,

Ispokane fgir goers wer~ rocked back on t heir heels by a dilsplay
of products Yakima wss famous for, watermelons, there was a_double
w of them, 120 in all 2n@® and A.B. Ross in charge of the display
weirhed 1 one of *he mdlQld melons at 687 pounds,

Ross told onlookers that corn grew so hich at Ya: ime stepladders
were rrquir d to pick it. He showed , as proof, cornstalks 19 feet high,
Then he pointed out a radish welghing 26 pounds.

A4 Spd0dad0neddnddd curious “pokane newsman did a 1lit tle
check inc on the Yakims exhibit, Be®0 he found:

Plums 2 inches in dlamater; tobacco from mroduction run ing
1,000 pounds to the acre ; oats 7 1/2 feet high; timothy hay sOi

6 feet; alfalfa 12 feet; ddrn and 4@ clover § feet,



ad..fair history
By Anril, 1891, sentiment for en organized fair had reached

the zpm massnx qmass meeting at city hall stage."

Incorporution ;apers were sligned to be sent to thie Emx
gtate audltor and an offer of u11861’1 to sell the 58 =acre race
track, lsnd , buildings, springle?‘aua tools for ¥5,000 was
discussed, “Yapital stock at #10,000 was placed on sel e, 2,000 shures
at "5 each, H,B. S cudder, J.M. Baxter, George Dorfell, S.J. Lowe,
Cocl, William “plawn snd John Bartholet were named diredtors .

By early 1893 House Bill, 147 was intrcduced by Rep. Webb of
Eing County forlortanization of a state fair'ﬁo be held at North Yaskima
beginnin~s the las? Mpnday izmx each September and continuing for
five davs, *he bill providsd a seven-commissioner managership,
§uhject to.appointment by the governor, authorized the purchase of 200
acres of lxmkx land and eppro riated %40,000 for 1893 and ¥10,000
for 1894 to be used for fair bulldlings end ground. Before the.end
of tho month King, “pokane ani fhurston counties were biddiné strongly
for the state fair. A frequently amemded b'11l, rzmwidirg setting

up the fair for North Yakima, was pessed by March 9.



ad fairlhistory.

Only,fl0,000 wa apiropristed of which but ¥5,000 was available
for 1893,

the b'li provided for " a speoding track of the most aporoved
pattern,"” Attempts to strike out any part of the billthst would
permi' bettin: or selling pools at the rces max were defesnted.

Larly thet spriﬂ: the VWayne Field tract and the Jud-e Lewis ranch
<=-the Xgxkexxiaxkhexzxgrx fi st ne - the Yakima River endthe lat ter
ncrth of the ﬁity-—-were abandoned in favor 6f the Gllson trsct
The entire Uilson acreace of 120 acres , valued st ¥10,000, included
a grove, ice house; 25 acres of alfelfa asnd the race tract.

Commented the Yakima Herald on March 2,1893:

Xonx "...oncelpermanently locatod here we'll take care of it s
future and see thuat it b:cores a credit to the state, a benefit to
the people, means of buildin:; up & great . stock breeding industry in
Yakira and a scurce of revenue to this ¢!ty and countyes .

The paper mentioned a 'reeder named ‘atton with horses valued at
¥168,000, "These horses are mainly from Iowa and will be retaiged

here if a suitable treack is built."

Top animal owned by Patton wis a @108 5 year-old stallion,

Yendis, valued at $25,000,



ad falr history

Other horseswere B, Wagner, a Wilkes colt; valued at ¥25,000;
Chesterson, another ' ¥25,000 stallion, and _aogo6idddd: “ady Wilkes,
a ¥10,000 mare,

Sept. 24-29 were dates setf for the fimxixzkxio fair,

‘he state faif connisslon made selection of race judges & main
order of busiress, selecting F.L. Van “usen, eattle , a Mr,Opall of
walle walla; Ymm “harles B, Pond, “llensburg ss first, semnd and
third judges., “y mid-December construction work was started on the
géounds and preparations for exhitits were under way. Buildingz
of ths track by “arch reached ¥8,500 and 50,000 yaerds of dirt were
moved, fhe trackwas patterned after the "celvbratod apeed track at
Ule;velt_and-,‘ohi '» which is one of the fastest in the United “tates .} "
‘he Yakima Hersld announcecd ‘on March 29, 1894:"The fair commiss®on
will meet in this clty Monday next to trans=ct business and arrange
preliminaries for holdins the f irst stete falr in the Qistory of
Washinztoness" b
By July fakima was engared in arr nging meetinzs at Mason's opera

house to form s State Fair £id Assn., for the purpose of financing

building con:truction,



ad falr history

*hen came thelong-awaited last Hondey in September.
“ov. McGraw was unable to formsl 1y open the falr but the Hon.

James Hamilton Lewis came to speak. Yame also trains with fa'r goers

\
¢

from throughout the state, a 10 a.m. parade starting from Mason's

opera house lad "y the 26 plece Dayton wnights of Pythlas band,
uniformed Enights of pythlas of North ‘akima, Yo. E, 2nd “eaiment,

Naw, *roop Y, Firat Cavalry battellon, the “ev. J,T, Eshelman,

Pre: ident Fred Parker and “ecretsry John Reod of thé fal' comunission,
and a long 1line of "citizens in carriages " parading to the fairgrounds.

A barbecue and Indlen races were postponed until October because

r
-

the dates wonld inte fer with hop picking
"T;ken éltogether," reported the Yaima “‘erald,"the rt:ces have

boen Ex perhaps the only feature of the fair completely up to the
stand rd desired,

"The first object to attﬁhct one's attention in the main gall
is thegreat case filled with steel shoes for fust steppers; this
case 1s owned by Weedles adddﬂﬁédé % Christie,

"M, Shorn, thetekima carrisge mxxmr builder has vehicles on

display constructed for I,H., Dills, I.H. hllen, Yap. C,M., Holton,

F.M. Spﬁin and F. Brooker,
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"..eDown thebroad center aisle a pyram!d rises from a hundred
feat of ﬁableS...piled high and fi1lled with jars of fruit, preserwes,
samples of ore., etc,

", ..The art deportment s somewhat meagerly f 1led,

"...The WCTU have & booth in which is m autograph quilt composed
of 140 ieces of crazy patchworke.. '

"Fisher mmi % Mabry has a fine display of harness ond saddles

[

manufsctured in this cité...A.J. Splawn has threcs dg, eford sleers;
Cameron Bros an c¢a !bit of french Merino sheep; J.G. Lawrence a
greded cow, Mr. “right two Jersey cows; H.B, Scudder a Holstein
bull; E,F. Benson short horns, J,P, Marks s Holstein bull 3 Johin
G, Prttonsseseversl stalls filled witﬁ pickings from his bqyd of
Shetland ponies.,..
"The prains and srasses sre all from Yakima “ounty... akima apples,

peaches, plums, prunes, pears blus? unde: the wsarm praise...
the agricultural college at Pullmesn has a booth devoted to the
experiment de artment of the school of éciencé...

"The concess ons are f lled with the usual fakes heuded by that latest

and most artistlc feke of &l 1, the girls who (do not)sive yon the

/
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the famous dance du ventre. After these are egg t@nbuwnddg

throwing devices, merry-go-rounds and lunch counters gaelore...
",..Watch us in 1895,"

L

And 1n_January, 1895 "the temporary structure erect:cd at the
fair rognds last yesar for_use as an exh'bit'on hall fell tc the
ground ®® at 1 p.m, with @ m ghty crash, The accident was casused
by the uelght of snow upon the roof snd the absenée of supporté or
stringors beneath,

fhere was considerable delay and dkz}prointmentlin awaiting
lepislative actlion to pay ndebtedness of the initiel fair.

Put 1n October,1895" Lyery dollar of indebtedness,every penny of
p@®R premium awards pald and "850 in cash left in the hands of
trecas irer H.K. Sinclalr---that is the record of the ek ima fair,
fgt. 7-12, just closed.This wes the fair centerin= on the Tndian
races ani alidal] ;fograms.

ohe : B/

Ii 1895 t*nlst tefair comm%ssion decld d to hold no state fuir

be rause of sméll stote sppropriations and to "husb nd the ap-ropriations

for a presenisble fair in 1898,

4



. /art
re, stage rds.

By Cjick Relander

The north face of Top enish Ridge ti%ted sharply down into the hagze-
veiled'¥alley. It mdd€ was little different from. what ‘'t must have
been 85 years ago when settlers gsaw for the first time xxaxexthey the -
place where they had come to male ne« homeg.

Themt changes since them kx are almost lost 1n the vastness, like far
out, to the right are indistinct Splotches---bulldings---and ?he
taller concrete stacks of the sugar beet refinery near Lor entsh,

?v;; farther and more Indistinct across the Valley rose the
nxduisliktensx undulations of the upthrust Yakima R:dge.

‘oward the left in the far ridge was a notch like a wedge cut from

dried out
a8 Xxghkxbroxm Rinmxrmxeaks.r cinnazon cake

"On a cle’r day you can easily see The Gap," said Koss Morris. The
-~11'ah old-timer tugred down the rim of a gray felt hat..

Half a mile to the risht in an ancient Emxie=n dry coulee winding
1aborioﬁ5}y'into the hills two diesel trucks growled in low gear, moving
slowly =®mx uphill and sogthward on Hichway 97, the Goldendale-valrima
Biphwaye. From thed distence, the white posts and cable giards along the

bla ciktopped highway looked 1live hemstitching onm a mxXXs¥d=x brown-skirted

hil side.

(more)
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Hopris pointed a steady arm tmxx tmx to & long anglin- slash on
the 80xQtdd hil! slope, overgrown with sagebrush and cheat grass.
da@0mOsimnhidy ‘earby asnother depresslon loolrings like a long unused shallow
ditch wandered down into the Valley,

“ere, where the restless winds of the years'beat hardest, swal lowing
up dust to cough it out over the lowlands, was the vantnge pddd$ place
from where travellers could look out and see the Yakima country. Here,

‘ the “outh Gateway to the Yakima country
on the ridgetop, the smikXexx wanderlust st riclen parents of th: inland
Northwest must have gkpulled up their heaving tesms and looled belowx with
misgivings.

Yyt theyx left no signs of haxkmxxhxmm faintheartedness in the changes

they wrought.

Freighters and stages, and smald lighter horse rigs, had two roads
mz on the north face of Top enish Ridgs.

Ine 1oncer way acro.s the h?'ll was the up road. it was used by
the heavy lcaded four-horse vehiclez.

“he short way was the down road.

“rivers stop ed their teams on phe cap of the hill and chain locked
the wheols---fastening lor -ing gear to the rims, throush the spokes
t6 the wapgon bed so the sklddin: wheels would brale the aron.

Hopris pointed below to a dark green strip uncolled along the

floor of the Yallev,



second ad,

"T' at's Top-enish “reer. Ome of the stage stotions was at the foot

1]

of the hill, a couple of miles west of Highuay 97.
He looked at the thin rreen line draun alons the ridge by the

creek which carried km nourishment to thirsty w liows, cattsllg,mm tules

and s©lt grass.lle remembere ! how 1t afkkuaxkRxxifxRxWRXXx once looked
in midsummer, shimnerin: in the heat which made the sagebrush flats
look like t ey were dancing and kickinz up dust. In the winter it was
&R ‘miovable, a frozéj corpse beneath a snow coveringp,

couthward across the backbone of the time Blattened ridge were
more s8till vlisible ruts, broadencd now but once cut deep by wagon
wheels coming out of what the old-%inérs cnlled the Canyon Road ,
the path of the pioneers., They are shallow depre sions now, eroded by
spring meltins snow or heavy rains. *n/so-e lacra the btoad tracks
épread out in weavy patterns,

ihen the wheel rims had bit too deep, churning the roadbed into
dust or thick mud, the next driver pulled his team to the ri:ht or
left and broke another way wntil 1t ton had to be abandoned for time
to heal.

(more)
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The to- of the ridge, -across which the wind sometimes moans with an
insanlty of loneliness is sterile volecsnic ash soll dotted with sagebrush.
There are surviving tufts qf tall, nutritious rye grass and occazional
patches of clusters of small bunchgrass. On some humps the scabrock
i{s exposed like sharp ve;tebrae.

sn pccasional blue stomaqbed native 1'zzard darts about, another
gurvivor of the past, Hature has endowed these lizards with a wey of
survival, If they are caught by the tail, the tail breaks off to
wric:le a few times while the lizard hides bene:th a xmha& Sage bush.,

“n the small clearings , fat, black beétle-liue kmga stink bugs

amble drunkenly ,unperturbed =nd unfr’ htened.

. few miles to the south and the ridge spreads and veers westwardl .
There the old road drops down into the Dry Creesk country of “atus
‘alley aftdr prssing the Gignt “omen's Place. It was here, according
to Indian legend, canabalistic women giants stood guard. That was
in the dsys when they and the'r kindred held the Ysk ma Country and
made ﬂepls of indlans who venturec into tﬁeir land from slon7z the
Lolumbia,

‘te 0ld road crossed *~atus Creekx and meandered on so uthward toward

the emigrant door to kke old Oregon--50 miles from To enish to



fourth ad
There': ranmthexxsxeepxeli w- 8 anotheér stesp climg out of the “atus

over ~atus Paas,

?ere, nesr the % top, was the ~“umm/t House, a stage stetion which Al
H. Lillle operated 11 earlier days gnd whce brother, Nevada, was a
stage driver, Then W.H., Gilmore ran “ummit House until December, x&2%
1894,when 1t was destrcyed by a rbof fire,

‘he ®immit “cuse was a quarter of a mile northwest of the tdpderf
crest of Hdmd#tdd “atus Pass. Tie re was a ho crude house whers humans
"ould procure meals, and a log barn for horse feedin-,

“outhbound, from Sumn t Housc; the road followed throurh forest growth
and meadows tﬁ Goldendale , on the way to The Valles. ;

Morris doesn't profess to be an expert on old wagon roads, stages
and way stetions, leaving theltechnical matters of veh'cles to éxperts
like “il1 Gannq. of the Gannon ‘“agon lluseum at “abton. “ut he has more
than ordinary knowlecdge and ihtéreat in them and a belief that something
sho 1d be dors to mari the South Gate to the Yakima before all troces
are oblitera ed,

e has been apprinted to ﬁ%wﬂy out a rosd, trall and stage house

map markin: project as a com ittee chairman for the Yakime Val ley

Museum.

(more)
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Walter J. Purdin, Xkx museum preslident vho gpointed Morris, knows

lot about wagons, stages and old roads, especlslly In the vwenas, one

of two routes from North Yakima to “llenszburge.

mapping %

‘he roadmmrximnx project, directors of the museum concluded masx should
have been done long ago, before the museum was or-unized and before
6ld feamsters and stage drivers [ulled into their last station.

Purdin said that persons haviip maps showin: the routes, photos
of stages and drivers, freight wagons and ac:ounts of freighter and
stage drivers, may contrct Lorris ét “illah , or make the material
available at th- museum, 5

"Just think of the mamy people who ctme over +0npenish YMage
and into the 'alley ﬁo found }ﬁmllies, cities, farms and homes,"
said Morris, "I try to visuallze what it would be to seec s procession
coming from the south on the long pull out of the Satus,"

ﬂifh;ay 97---th Caribpo ¥peil---follows c'osely along the £ old
Canyon “‘oad froa eoldendalq. varks of the road, imperishable.as
memories, 8 metimes may be seen from the present hirhway,

i

"There wasn t any cheat gross here when the wadd0dor9llded earliest

-

wagons rolled}" said wmorris gathering & hendfull of strug=ly, wiry

grass, Xeawm stra -dry after the sin-blistering sum-er.,
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The chent was brought in by sheep and cattle . It 1s worthless

exceit’ when tender ad green with the julces of spring. In
land settlement days- when the wind coarsed llke hounds on
along the “olumbia River it .lifted clouds of dust and sand
hirh. i»w the cheati grass plaétera down the hillsides, and
zood.,

Morris was born in 1886 :déwn around uoldendale,'f a year

Yok ‘ma was founded. fis fath r, C.B. #axfx Morris, dicd in

“or a time the family lived along the Yolumbia .here Sam

the

a hot treil

a milse

that is some
\

after North

1912,

Hill, %

roilroad builder, bought up lamd in later year s, planning to develop an

trrigation colony . But thedam he bullt in the Toops Foad Canyon

-

wouldn't hold water because of porous bed rock.

Hill, who had a habit of repeatl g phrases two or three times, bu’lt

the Maxk “aryhill Museum of Fine Arts on the uprer end of the 11,000

acre ranch he had planned to subdivide ahd sell. He filled

it with

rare treasures of art end eatablished a foundat fon to insure the

nerpetuation of the museum for the benefit of all,.He alsao

built

“tonehenge, ‘2 replica of m¥sterious ruins in “nzland, snddedicatedit

-

as a memorial to Klickitat ™ounty's Yorld war I dead, and to the

futility of war,
(mowe)
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g was brillant and farseein?s, too and bullt 8 roasd to show what
could be done for the autcmobile age, and® devoted much tiﬁe to the
“ood K adsmmx movement;

Yes, he was fa}seeing. He designed s bridge to cross the “Yolumbia
at Bis-s Rapids where years later an interstate brid-e is to be
constwic ted,

Morris recalls tiat before Hill's time a wagon road from uoidendale
came as fé' as the ligrris place.

Yne road route down to the “olumbla was on the ups'ream side of-
the present ﬂighway 97 where 1t forms a junctionwith the‘“vergr;en or
North Bank Highway. Here was “Yolumbus, which 1 ter became daryhill.

It was a place for loading out wheat fdddghitsé freipghters broﬁght} and
where the rive r steaners stocked up on wood by the cord,

The “ol mbia was also crossed by ferry near where the daryhill terry
operates,

Around xX8X 1890 the fe:ry was towed by a 20 foot launch in
calm weather. Y2 windy days a sail was raised on the ferry.

"1 was always afrasid the boat would flost down treem to *iggs Rapids

if the wind died down, said Morris.

(more)
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The older and shorter way into the Yakim: Valler was the old
Military “oad from :hn Dalles to Yort Simcoe, 65 miles long, but
usaeble only !n midsummer.

It took off from the ri-er at “occkland, now Dgl lesport, veErred
climbed steadily al ong the hillside eastmardly, &nd thensx swunr north
and east to Blockhouse,

The blockhouge building which marked the place was later moved to
“oldendale and t'en to “rooks Memorial #adk -tate Park, 10 miles
from “oidendaha end 1s there now preserved,

“orris!' father ran caettle in the Klickitat , workin—z with John Golden,
foldendale's nameseke, at one time. For a long while, unt!l they were

des” royed by a shed fire, mlof'is had some bridles w!th the monogram,
"J.G." on the rosettes,

Hervy vehicles using the later-built road from “o dendale to
“akima City ordi?artly required two days.

There were two stafe w ay stations in xkas declining yesrs of the
ploneer times, “ummit House, mxd just outside the Yakima Lncdian Reservatio
“oundary and a@doaen0saabepdedial the one o *oprenish Creek.

But mxmmmdxt Lillle had a third stage house on “atus Creek in the

early '80s, @more )
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=

‘le aprlled for a trader's license but wes a der d by the
“akima Incian “geqt, the fev, James Harvey “ilbur, to cease
trading when Lndian:; started buying rn unusual amount of bottled lemon
and vanilla extract, and not for pie or cake baking use, either;.

In later years an Indian named Tanawash had corrals on the Satus
where @D wild ponies were impounded «fter they were rounded up,.

:he hospitable Jock dorgsn place waﬁ several miles east of the
*oppenish Creck stage station, at a placp called “ig ~prings,

Morgan, calleﬁﬁx'Jock_for ¥ Jonathan, retired from stage driving,
the rocognized champion between ortland and Oelkcland,“alif, He hacd cows
and made buttermx which be sold to trsevellers or freighted down to
the Uolﬁmbia and over to Aibany, Ore.

It was a long, dry pull from “atus Creek across to~penish hidge and
a steep drop to zxhx +o~-en15h Lree-., #311 frelghters and travellers
didn:t stey over at the stare stations. Many of them wrnt pm pared
dor dry camps and stopped when they were tired or came across pood
browse for t heir 4 dsteams and herded st clk.

Trovel to €t. “imcoe veered west, upstream along fbppenish Yreek

to the Indian “gency, locsted at the old military post,

(more)



10th ad
From Toppenish Creek the rcad headed ac;oss the salt gra 5 and
sa~ebrush toward fOp,enish andcontinued northward to japato.
A mmrdxzX board sign between two p’sts, "Simcoe biding,'f marked
oresent “apato in 1885 when the Northern Pacific Railway came through
the ‘alley.
From wvapato the waron road bée-lined towvard The Gap, passing
fi0dd .within s ight of some cottonwoods west of rarker and Erikxakimxs the
Indian religious leader, ¥otlakin's tule mat lons house . He was
the prmndfather of Alba “hawaway,

In the days of Agent '"ilburixz at Fort Simcoe, Kotiakin d;red defy
the «fforts of the agent to compell him to send the -ndian children
from that area to schocl and was imprisoned for.a time at v acoe.
~ After vassing the lon}hnms house the road reached £he Gap and
clung to the weat side of the bimfR cut, running between the Northern
Pacific Reilroad ‘racks and the river until its bed was relocated when
the "“est Cpast trecks--theUnion ‘acific---were 1aid half a century

“agoe

There was no ro d there when the first wagons arrived.
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Kotiakin's people welcomed thekx travelers and saw them safely
throuch The uap. lhey helped dismantle the Wagons and carried the
wheels and parts along thq trall pass?ﬁg throush the gap, where the
parts were reassembled,

A wooden bridge,which replaced the ferries operating "“elow the Gap

~

was downstream from the present bridre.

Ed

,2e road scross this bridge led down the Yak!ma to ®unnyvside,

Frosser, Ya . co and on to #alla alla. It was the Last poor to the

1akimr-. Valley. 1t was a part of the pleneer wagon road from Ft. Steliacoom

mzer  to “alla alla,
:his later forgotten road, the “aches Fass in the “ascades ,was

cut through by emigrants in 1853, working through for sts down

the Green enc “h: e Rivers two to fiwo miles a day.

In days when ties were tishtly drawn betuseen The “alles end Yakima,

an
bec ise "he Dalles was ti important tradin: city along the Yolumbia

The Dalieshelped build the “Yanyon foad over the Satus.
The Valles Mountainecr, a newspaper, nOinEfd out in 1868 that
the few sottlers 1 the Yaimme had to e cksupplies into the "alley

by the “~imcoe Military Wagon “Oad,“ which can only be travelled a few

of the summer months."
(mcore)
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Settlement was Increasing andk trade was dive rging to the easier
outlet down the ‘alley to Umatilla and “alla Walla,
Businessmen of the Lalles met on July 3,1868, in the -

"

/asco Younty “You thouse to _devise ways and means to im rove the road
leading into vakims Valley." Money wos subscribed for road worlk.

“y 1877 the road was finished after Joe “owzer of ?akima Yity,who
legend says buried his gold beneath a lerge poplur tree at 01d fown,
vent to The “allesl, raised more money at Yakima City ®m too, and
appealed for ievery able bocied man to helpor call out uvunder the
road law."

Stage coniections were established to oldendale from The Dalles thet’
vear,

2y bpril, 1880, a stagesiimmx were rin-ing on weekly trips to
L2l imasnd on to Ellensburg. Mail dervice had much to do with stablishing

regular runs, Until the road was opened, the ma'l wxsxpscked came by

boat to Tmatilla sxd was packed to Yakima,.





