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John £, ¥ocl, Kajor “Yensral, Forwards fisld returns end repor of “vt.
Major Haller s opmersticns in the “in-nass Indian country.(One enclosure)
Rec, Dec., 2, 1884,

A-795 Dec. 8,1854, Respectfully submitted to the Pecretary of
war ,8, Cooper, adj. gen rales The within detailed ope:rstions exhlbits
much Besl end activity ané recelves the speclal commendation of
this Yept, Jeffn. Yavis., scc. of war, iap, Yept. Dec. 10,54,
Printed. “ee. Senate Ygcument No, 16, 2d “ession, 33rd Congress.

Head Quarters Department of the Pacific
Berecila,October 31, 1854,
Birg
L nave the honor to forward herewith a ecopy of a fisld return to
wnlch 1s ennexed the operations of Bvt, Major G.0, Haller against
the Win-ness Indians,
' I am sir, véry respectfully

uéneral

Yr' obt, servt. John E, Wool, Major
Lisut. Col. L, Thomas
Kgst, Pdt. General
Head wuarters, Army, “ew York.,
(Form) ¥1eld retirns of a bsttalion under the command of Brevet
. 4th Infantry
“ajor Branville of Haller, in the "in-ssss country , on and near Boise
River ,0,T, during the month of September, 1854,
Present: Field and staff, total, agrrezate 1,
324 artillery aggrecate 15
4th Infentry aggrecate 29
Independent volunteers agrrezcte 39 total 77, total ag-re cte 84,
1 nma jor,l assist. surgeon, 1 captain, 1 1lst lieut. 2 2nd lieut
5 serbeants, 5 corporals, 53 privrtes,

Camped at Fort Boise, “nake country, O,T. 30th September, 1854,

“emarks: Det. of Com, L jJoined Sept. 29 at Port Boise.



Dst. of -Yompe. I and K. g
Capt., Olney's j tred Se t., 34 et B .tter Creek,

History:The battalion wa: orgs-ized on the £9th Angust, on the
30th the infantry left Fort Palles, on the 3rd Sept, Cant. O1ney
Joined txx with his comrany and reported far duty . On the 9th Bvt,
Major Heller with en escort consisting of Lieut. Neal and 13 voluntecrs
advanced to and reached Fort Boise on the 1lth. On the 12th Lieut.
Neal and & voluntesrs while conducting four unnamed prisoners %to camp
shot down three and wounded the fowrth while attemnting their escape.
On the 13th the column arrived at Fort Boilse hav ing wmarched a distance
variously estimated at from 320 to 350 miles. On the 15th the wolumn
proceeded to the Payette Hyger, On the 16th scouted up the river
anc ceme across five lodees of the ¥in-nass murderers who who seeing
the dust the day be’ore hadabandoned everything leaving their salmon
and packs undisturbed, The Indian Allles here recovered seversl packs
of clothing, bed :;;i§ing, etce & taken from the ....e 0of the 20th
of Aurust. Contlnued the march and while encampinz the scouts brought
news of Indians whereupon & volunteer party, conslsting of volunteers
and rcgulars dashed off in pursult and captured afamily consisting
of the father, mother _ three children, This Indien proved to be a
pri cipal man or chief amonz the w“in-nass Indians, Also captured
horsese. On the 17th the regulars in.scouting, surprised a lodge
killed two Win-ness, captured three women end horses and aseveral
packs of provisions., The volunteers this day scouted to the eastward
On the 20th crossed the mounteins towerds Soise River. &t midnight
advanced to attack at daylight reached & lsrge camp of murderers
on the Boise who having heard of our preseance in the country had fled.

On the 19th estsblished camp 35 miles above Xmime Fort Boise ma
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ellowed the ‘enimals & troops to rest , Cn the 21st Lieut. Macfeely,
Asst, Surgeon Suckley & a small party of regularse.... the river above
for a permanent camp.and met a ir, Jonn T, Jeffreys, Eiigggnx who

was bringing up the resr of the imnigrants fcllowed by Indlans

of mkkzgh whom he complained. Lte. Macfecly gave chase, capturing &
horse, scveral blankets & saddles.Lieut, Neal and & party of vlunteers
gent out to support Lieut. Macfeely captured a squa-. Yn the 23rd
the provisions were exhausted and the camp subsisted on the flesh of
the captured horse. 9n the 25th the asmilesble (?) force ... the big
canyon of Boise River 15 miles above. On the 26th commenced a Petreat.
On the 27th encamped at "Depot Spring? 6 miles from Fort Boise.

On the 29th proceeded to Port Boise and encamped on the west side of
Snske River. Lieut Day (%) 3rd Art, with provislon train _ escort
joined bringing orders to return the whole commend on the close of
immigration. Accordingly on the 30th the troops continued t he

march and encampedand encemped on Malheur River.

Commissioned Officers Pre.ent & absent &ccounted by names

1-Granville 0., Haller, Bvt. Maj, Co., I, 4th Infy. comnanding
bettalion.

2.George Suckley, assistant U.S. surgeon.

3-Ngthan Olney, captain, Ind. wlunteers,

4-0Orlendo Heal, 1lst lieut, Ind, volunteers,

5-E/ward H, Day,2nd lieut. Co., L. 3rd “rt.

g-Robert ““acfeely , 2ad lieut. Yo, K. 4th Infy.

B-J.A. Stoley (o could be a, but doubtful) 2nd lleut. Indl Vo1,

A true copy, F,P. Townsend, asst, Adjt, Genl. Lead Tuarters

Vept, of the Pacific, Denecis, Ocbober 30, 1854,



War Dept. Letters fec'd 54--58
Council Sround, “amp Stevens
Welle Wella Valley
May 22nd, 1855
Majar %en, John E, Wool,
Commdge Pacific Pivision,
Vancouver, %.T.

Sir:
1 feel it my duty to call your attention to the urgent neccasity

of establishing the greater portion of tho troops now stetioned m
the Cclumbia River , 8t or near this place, and to exprecs the opninion
that as recards theo Indian service depots, only mxm are required at
Vancouver and the Dalles,

Its location to overcome hostile Indians and to protect the
several emigrant routesis remarkably central. it 1s in direct connection
with the great South Pass Emigrant Traill and with all the Horthern
Trails oxplorod by me from the sources of the Missouri. HRoads run
to the Wes Ferce country, to the Yelr ima country, and over the Cascrdes
to the Sound and to Colville,

It i the centrel point of Indisns within tw to three hundred
miles, Of the Iakimas, tho “liokatats, thc Pischouses, t e
Okinikanes, the “alla Wallas, the INdims below the Yalls Valla to
the Pallea, the Cayusos, the Palouses, the Spokenes, the Colville
lndians, the Cpeur d'Ajene, the Weg Perces and the Snakes numboring some
nine t housand,

at the Dalles
No force is required for the protection against Indians in that
neighborhood. A garrison here would have the effect of & garrison at
the Dalles for the Indians t that quarter,

The Indians however are generslly friendly except the Cayuses and

the ®“nakes,

The Gayuses have been 80 insolent since measures m-eo been taken to

cqll the triem nelghboring tribes into council, to purchase their
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lands, end plece them on reservations , th& the settle rs have been
put in jeopardy, and Supt. Falmer aml myself have made @ e 8uisition
on Major Ralne to send a military force to this place to be present
at the Council, a requisition wl th which he has pranptly complieds

Our cemp is in t he heart of the country c laimed by the Cayuses.

The Snakes have been unusually insolent of late, having seized ocattle
within the lest few weeks a the vory gates of Fort Boise and their
jnsolence hes inoited the Cayuses to essume a tone of deflance towards

the settlers and the authorities. The “nakes ought to be summarially
punished for the outrages off the past yeare

£ post at this place tobe effective should consist mainly of

Cavalry, and should be garrisoned by a force large enough to furnish
movesble columns for the protection of emigrant trails during the
geason of emigration. & wagon roed 1s to be bullt by authority of
Congress from o't Benton near the Falls of the Missouri to this
Valley which will open en emigrant trall from the statés bordering the
rreat Lakes. The moveable columns besides protecting the trail

might be ¢ alled on to furnish one or tw small detachments to

occupy under canvass (sic) temnorary stetions such as Gpand Ronde

gnd Fort Bolse whero Indiens at certain seasons gx rcsort In = rost
numbers for the purpose of trade.

I am aware the foroe_at your dispossl 1s inadequate toc accomplish
gll that 1s desired., But I respectfully urge that such force as you
have at your disposal will be most effective at this point.

Thds vslley affords grest facili'ies for the maintenance of a
militery post. Inexhaustable grass sumner aﬂd winter @6dd abundance
of timber s d fuel, beef for a large force through the year; alroady
gsettlers enouch in the vicinity to furnish wegetables , lands adapted
to the ceresls and to gress, to furnish bread end forage after the
firat year. Tbcre is an admirasble site for a post near the mill of

Whitman's Mission, soms ceven miles above the site now occupled
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by Bomford, Brooke and Hoble . (sic)

As you are now in the country I will urze that you visit this velley
and judge for your own observation and investigation of ite character
as a mllitery center of operations. It cen be supplied by wagon
trains through neerly the entire year from the Dalles,

The experience of the Cayuse War in connection with tho outrates
of the “nakes last year and the present insolent deportment of both
haa lmpressedme with the conviction that unless some 8tep of the
kind I have indicated be taken, a contingency may arise which will
involve the country in even greater expenditures than those for whilch
Congress haes recently mede appropristions.

I am, very regpcotfully
Your obt, servt,
signed: Isaac I, Stevens
Gov & Supt. Ind, “ffaire

Wash, Terry.

I certifly the above tobe a2 true am correct copy of a letter on
file in this offilce.

Re.¥. %alker
Hiittery Clerk
Executive Officer

Olympia Hov. 21,, 1856,

1/602 W 1856,
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C-252 Aug, 1856 Narciss Raymoad Wov. 14th 1858 darlike attitude cf
Indians, 3/68.0 hug. 20/56
Uall: Walla Valley, W.T. l4th Nov. /55
To the Command-r in Charge
Coming to Ft. Wella "alla
Sips

However urgent and important this news I
have to communicate I almost despaired to dispatch any firom went of
hands who were willing to risk his 1ife at this criticel time, but NNr,
HcBean came to my sssistence and offered the dervices of his son,John,
_who in company with enother men will be the bearer of this=-The news
news sre gloomy and very different from whot I had reason to expect
when I 1lzft the Palles on my way hither, Serpent Jsune hes sh wn his
colors and is a declsred foe to the Americans - he has forcibly taken
possession of the fort and pillaged it--government as well as Hudson
Bay Co's property=--has placed h imself on the south side of the.Walla
Walla river on the hills, guarding the road ikxiaxsmi@zxwiklixxExfmrEe
with a force it is said , of & tho:sand,

The young men on the Upatille river are disposed for wer and

John Whitford and Tolman (?) Instigate t em to it. The caiefs of that
place, at least, the majority of them, are on the balsnce and have
not yet decided, but 8tockolah snd Weloptolick wi th their people
have joined the Cayuses and are deoing sll intheir power to have them
join against the Americens, The chlefs of this velley have remained
firm and will not join the unfriendly +ndians--their conduct since
Mr. Olney's departure hence has been pralseworthy and dld €ll they
could to prevent ir, Brooks howe from being burmed and pillaged
but 1n vaine ‘he chief, Howlish Wempool, did it at the risk of his
1ife.

Two “ez Perce chiefs now here, Joseph & Fed “olf, desire to sew
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tell you that clltheir tribex s for peace, thatthey will suffer
no hostile Indiens to remelin among them. In Justice to Plerre
(felle Walle “hief) I beg to say that he stuck to his charge until
forced away by “erpent Jaune end h 18 people; but not until they had
robbed three different times out of the fort. He was alone and of
course couid not prevent them. #8 affairs stand it is my humble
opinion t het it m ght not be prudent to make yowr way hither wl th the
force at your commarnd, 150 menes I have requests d the bearers of this
dispatch to proceed to the Palles with the letters to the rcspective
addresses of Yessrs Olney & Hobles and pleced as vwe are, & meré hand ful
of men, destitute of ammunition, 'cthe sooner assistance 1s tendered
to us the better for “erpent FmxEmmmmm Jaune deily threatens to
burn our house and to xill us, end he is not the only xm enemy we
have to drecd,
In haste, I remain sir
Respe ctfully your obt Humble svt.
(Signed) Narcisse Raymond

Io the commander 'n charge

Coming to Pt. Yalla Walla
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Dalles of the Yclumbia, O,T.
To His Bxoellency
d Hovembor 19,1855
Gov. eorze G, Curry

Ierritory

Goverr‘-.or of Operon

Sir,

In obedience to your order I took up the line of march for the

Yakima country on the 3d instaant. n the evaning of the 7th { arrived
with my command in company with the U.S. troops, under comiand of ¥a jo
Kains on the soithern edge of the Yakims valley end encamped Sa the
Simcoe river, On themorning of the Sth I dotailed Vept, Cornel ius
with twenty-five men from his company "C" and ten men f{rom each of the
other 6ompanies and dlrec‘ed the Uapt. with his comuand consisting of
about skxkmmmxmen: 4ixty-nine men to follow up the valley for the
puﬁﬁbée$of recoinnltering the enemy and to drive in their stock if found
in thet direction,

*he remainder of the com and proceeded over the valley in the direction
of the =maln Yakima on which 1 encémped for the nisht w th U.8. troops
in advences During the day the resr, comprising Capt. Cmexe Hembree's
co. E and Gapt. Hayden's Co G found it necessary to encamp sone fowr
miles In the rear of Bhe main body by re som of the inablility of a
sick man, who wes carried on a litter, to rroceed further, Ny commtand
was thus separated into three detachments, “hortly after I had
formed my camp m@8) Yej. “ains then about two mlles in advence dispstched
to me o express with informeticn that he had discovered the Indians
on the benk of the river opposite his commende Immediastely I ordered
out “apb. Bennett » With about forty of 1iis compa y and about twenty
four “o C under Lieut Conner znd with them proceedcd up the river to
where I found the U.9, troops ea -aged in firiag for the purpo-e of
dislodring some Indims who eccupied the brush bordering the other

(sic) on the erstern side of the river. After a sliasht delay in
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finding a ford we succeeded i~ crossisw, the l.dians intils mesntime
retreatingt o & high hill. %e pursued them cherging up the hill, the
Indiens firing at us & few shots during our ascent, and then deserting
thelr postitions, “e gave them pursuit over very difficult grounds
but were compelled to relinquish our e fforts to come up with them as
the ir fresh torses were were (sic) much superior to or owi, Lt.
Sheriden of the T. ., Army wi th some twenty drepoons, together with a few
other persons XX pr mptly followed us over the river and up the hill,
Tne enemy continued their retreat to the summlt of a mountsin,
immediately to the northesst of the hill, while we retrcced our course
to the erossing of the river XXX but found it too deep and rapid, 2
In the attempt unfortunately tvwo of the U.S. troops were drowned. Vg
rotired to our cemp alfter dark where wo were presecntly joined by Yapt.
Cornelius and his detschmente The capt, reported that he had bteen
entiged by a superior force of the enemy for the last half of the
afternoon, thd tw of his party were severely wounded and one slightly =
and that sevecral x
{on insertsd sheot ¥ were slightly dotained in findinc the ford but

XXX the Infentry had attemnted to cross ]
of hiis horses weys injured during the en m@ememt.The conduoct of capt.
Comelérus and the men under his command wes highly creditable to them-
gelves, They do btless inflicted considertble injury upon the eneumy
and brought into kemp two head of cettle they had captured and retained
during the fight,

On the morninp of the gih we moved In dlrection of the wap
in the range of hills through which the Yekima , exd are known as
the "Two Buttes,” Capt. C.rnelius, Hembree snd Dennett wth their
respceective companies proceded in sdvence end repidly drove the
Indlang from the plainz and the brush which skirted the river to the
position they hed previously at tempted to fortify on the buttes, A
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sergeant was sent back for the howttzers to dlslodre them, as the main

butte was too steep for horses to scsle, Lleuts Piper and Day of

the artillery camc promptly upon the ground eand firec a few shots

but such was the «le sted position of the enemy that the shells conld
not be thrown to reach them. 'Fhe whole comnand indue time having arrived
en encempment was formed at the bese of the buttes, Major Haller end
Capt, Auger with thelr compenies and & large detachmmt from the
volunteers nobly charged up the 11118 o The enemy with their accustomed
prudence expended a considerable amount of ammunition at a very respectable
distonce at this force, and quickly fled down the opp-site side. At
dark our fires were blaging upon the sum-it of the butte which the
i.diens had occupied but an hour before, The position the enemy had
selected was a strong one. rhey numbered about 300,ith but little
resolution they might have maintained their stronghold ageinst our whole
force , but it was wrested from them wi thout the sl!ghtest In jury to

the assallants, ”uring the night the enemy occupied the mutte but wlth
diminlshed strength. Tn the morning they were driven off. Vapt,

Homrge of “o. P and two companies of Infantry under Capt, Walling

and flussell. This time however the enemy were less fortunate as two

of thelr number were killed at the base of the hill. I had deteiled 'V
gy, Armstrong with the company of Cant, flayden and & portion of ]
Company B under Lt. Hannasz (?) to pass through the gorge and deploy

to the left under the butte, so as to surmound and cut off the

retreat of the enemy . Owing to some imex licable miatake , this
detachment did not follow the maj, but charged up the river, leaving

a 7ep for the enemy to escspe. During this dey detached parties

gscoured the plaine in varicus directions 'aving slight skirmishes

zith Indisans snd at night drove into cemp on the Atanham , consldersble
stock . This wight our encampment was two miles east of the milssion,

Ag the Indians had evidently sbandoned that & ctlon of the o wtry,
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Maj, “ains was app ehensive they had concre a'ed in ke ndlghborhood
of latches [ecrossed out and [ Wiaches [inserted] pess to attack

Capt, Maloney's command which was believed to be approaching the
Yakima country throurh that pass,

At the earnest ¥x=kmm insistance of Maj. Rains, on the wor: ag

of the 11lth with 250 men of my comamd together with Lt, “heriden's &
detachment of dragoons I proceeded in the dir ction of the Natches
Pass to mffack afford such essistance as “apt, Maloney might reguire

arainst the large body of hostile Indlens su»nnosed to have concentrated

in that direc:ion to oppose the entrance of thet command gixhx into
the valleye On the , I attained (sic) the point where the road
diverges . A violeat snow stome which had continurd throushout our
march rrecluding further z.advnnce inthe direction of the pass, I returned

to the migaion aftor an sbsence of three days end there found Naj, Ralns
_with his command. Durinz my merch to thepses several caches were
discovere sand dostroyed. Sgversl ocaches had 1likewise been found in

the vicinity of the mission. These conteined a variety of articles

such 8s vegetables, produce, lead, old guns, numcrous gunsmith tools
ete, With sundry pepers discovored in the mission bullding wa 8 a
letter written by the priest Pandosey for Kamilacen, the head chief

of the Yakima tribe, addrecsed to the officers in command of the

troop, &8 copy of whichis comruniceted with this report., There was

also found an account book kept by this prict Pandosy shich is now

in the oistody of Yaj, Ratns. This book contasins dally entries of
Pandosy's tronsactlions with the Indians and lrrgoly demonstrstes the

indisputable £ c¢t that he has fumished the Indlans with larpge
@Zuantlties of semmunition and lerving 1t a matter of uncertainity
whether goppel or gunpowder was his principal stock in trade, The
priest hed sbandoned the mission but 1t pave unmiatakable.evidence

of being cared for andattended to during his absence by soms Yakima
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Indlan parishioners, “nch article 8 a8 waere s itable were used by both £
the U.3, troops and volunteors, e building, whikhwas pole and mud
hut, wss accidentelly burned,
On the 15th we -removed from the snow to the ®imcoe valley

A nouse end other property of Kamlakin wes burned on the seme day

by the volunteers. On the nlght of the 16th we encomped on Maj, Yallerts
battle ground. Yor the five previons day w e had been in from eisht to
ten inches of snow, "e exranpad were compelled to keep our horses tied
up throush the long ad cold nirht in consequence of which they were
much broken down and enfeebled, ¥any of them bhad become so much reduced
that we wer compelled to shoot then, rather t'm abendon them to

fall into the hands of the enemy, The ﬁggi of the country which had
been furnished me, proved utterly worthless &n® only calculated to
mislead, Yo add to our embarassment for the ten prior days we werc
obliped to !transfer on litters aeverel sick and wounded men thus

impos ing sgreat Impediment 1o our movements. In view of these facts

on the evening of the 15 I c¢nlld a ocuncil of officers at which it

was unanlmously determined it was all importent to my commend to

hesten as rapidiv as possible to the Yelles of the Columbia,. Ehis was
desmed the most prudent course t%adopt 83 the necessary delay in
transporting the sick and wounded of the com end would exhaust all

our substance lonz before we could attain the “alle “alls country,
Bos1des the strong probability of not obtairing supplies at that point
and of not being eble to cross the Columbia in the exhausted condition
of our m imals would mt warrent the underteking,

On the night of the 17th my com-end es well &s that of Ya}. Ralns

encamped In the snow of the Simcoo mountaine shere I was joined by
“apt. Wilson's comwand consisting of his comps y and that of

Capt. Conoyer. Thawszh Through Capte. "ilson I recelved your general

orders direoting my command to proceed to "alla 7alls from the Yakima
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by way of the north side “Yolumbia river (sic) On the reception of
this order. $ dir octed tho captamaof the 4if “crent com anles to
re _rt the aumber of horses end cen of e ch company in condition to
perform the march . s you will observe by the sccompanying pmprRI&
coples of reports, it was ascertained to be imprscticsble to comply
with the order, I therefore continued the line of march for the
Dalles where I arrived this evening , lesving the command enoamped
on the Klickitat river, twenty twenty four miles distant where good
grass iz obtalwed,

It is proper to observe that not en Indien wss seen in the
Yakima country by my comrand for five days previoua to leaving there,
The nesvy foll of snow had covered their trail, Ppendirg it impassable
to ascertein the dircction in whileh the enemy had fled;but from what
evidence I could gether, + am sstisfied they have, with their stoolk,
gone to Priest Rapids, or some other point still higher up the
Columbia, fhelr early unmistaekable knowledge of our march from this
point afforded amnle time for the maln body,with their stock to remove
8o fer from the Yakima valley that our Jaded h orses could not possibly
overtake them in their flight or re ch that pert of the country
to which they "eve betaken themselves, I am satisfied the resistance
offered by thelr force at the pass of the ‘wo Buttes wes merely for
the purpose of gaining a little more time to accomplish the remote
removel from the §akim country , of small scettered portiong of
thelr stock,

%o have mpouted and dlspersed them wherever they could be
found, "e nave taken some of their stook pri-cipally wild mares
and colts about one hindred head of whioch were shot by my orders
as they were perfectly useless to our men and could not be guerded
at night w thout mounting zuard wlth the whole com eny at once,

for that purpose.
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The few cattle which ha+ becn found werw also wild and have
b en killed for the subaista:ce of the comiand.

My cooperstion with Haj, Rains in command of the U,8., troops
has been of the most cordial character,

‘he officers of the commend have on all occasions evidced the
most friendly feeling towerd the volunteers and appear solely
animated with the hopes of success for our common cause They have
afforded us every asslatance in their power.

“s returned from the Yakime by the trzil on which Maj. !laller e
effected his retrest. 1 took some pains to exsmine the position
whioch he had occupled in his defence end sew ample evidence of
his having been surrounded by the enemy in very good force, The only
matter of surprise is that he escaped with & single mane=the
courage and intrepidity displsyed by the major and his comnand I8
wort' 'y of the highest com-endation,

We emperienced great Adifficulty in crossing the Simcoe mountains
by resson of the great accumulation of snow .

ﬁy reference to the enclosed cony of “apt. “ilson's report
you will observe that he sncountered slﬂilar obstacles before
meeting us, And I am now fully satisfled that these obstacles
in addiﬁion to the broken down codition of our animals will
preclude the possibllity of eny portioan of the ocomzand returning to
the Yak ima wvealley this winter,

I learned on my errival here this evening that an express
has arrived from the u'per co:ntry. You will lesrn from the enclosed
copy of letters of ¥ej., “hinn end Raymond,the condition of
affairs in thet region. I shall dispatoch within the next 48 hours
under -ommand of “Yapt, “1lson, comperies A, I and K amounting to about
180 men to reinforce Maj. Chinn . The other five companies will

require some time to recruit their animals.

very rospecttfilly etce

1w veamith. Col. commending 0.".V.



¥lick #elander
(two Puttes) Expedition letters, from this mileage can bse

deduced, also perhaws "locationl of goods referred to by “heridm as
destroyed

t

Headquarters, Columbia Riwer Vistrict {orf vancouver, W.T. January

4,1856

SiEne

The vakima “xpedition left “amp No 1 on the 31st VYot ang

marched only 4 mi es that day, We left Uam.p No. 2 next morning and 4
miles further, arrivins at “amp No. 3 at or before 12 o'clock M when we
remained that day giving ample t'me for all our wild and Stray animals
to be found and brought up.

At this last phgce after night you came and informed me that all
the packers had b anded together refusing to stand puard and
the animals and T authorized you to discharge them and employ soldiers
It was imprectical in the dark to collect the stray animals which T
had directed to be plcketed which was done but Imperfectly and i believe
fear was the cause of their conduct and thought from yowr remarks that
an attempt to (dﬂsieipherable) to them there, but sbout 8 miles
from the post of Fort “alles could cause them to disent, Subsequently
after advancing further L notified you that 1 would then compel them
and you informed me that it was unsatisfactory as they had come to
terms.

Our camping ground next day according to our guide McCoy (McCay) beins

16miles off and findi - from the above night that our whole force
would be delayed going as per plan of campaign to the relief of
troops and “Yaptain Maloney who might be fighting an enemy overwhelming
in numbers, 1 detesrmined to march with such companies as were ready
S0 as to reach the ground and our camp before night leaving thse

Dragoons and (2) companies to bring up the rear as the packe rs found
their animals,



2-Twin Buttes *xpedition Letters

“g arrived at “amp No. 4 sometime be fore sunset but without our
bagrage as tha' with the pack train and troops in rear to my
surprise did not come up until late in the night on accirunt of the
neglect of the packers as reported, not getti g in time the animals
strayed away.

I had a chain of sentinels put around the animals which came with us
and at night thdy were picketed but those which came, contrary to my
orders were suffered to loose and the consequence was the Indians
captured as per affadavit 24 horses and 5 mules. Your clerk, M. Bianshaw
(hard to decipher) from much experience thinks our loss smaller than
usual on such marches,that may be so yet in the present case the
packers w&x were tc blame and should not have gone off'scott free;"
when -I called upon you for an explanation,

Ag yo have paid these men how ver and it is too late now to remit

I have come to the conclasion to sign the rrolls.

Yery Resp ctfully, your Ybt. “ervant
G.I. Rains, Major 4th +‘nfantry

1st Tieut &, -Macfeely 4th Infy

“ate A4 Qm to the Yakima £xpedition. Present.




Wdr Dept. Letters “fec'd. 54-58 HDG

: : ' tive to the manne r
: Heport of Lieut. Qol. James K. Kelly rela
ggg i?igés gg ibs captureand do th of Peu Feu Mox vox, chief of the

wella wal la Indlais. 5/68 0. Auze 20/58
Sglem, Jenuary 15, 1856

To His “xcellency,

George L. Curry, Oove of Yregon
Degr sir:
In compliance w ith your request I beg leave to

submit t he following statement of facts to porrect e wrong impression
preveiling in the minds of many sersona respecting the canture and
desth of Peu-Beu -Mox-Mox the late clief of the “alle “glla tribe of
Indians. *his erroneous lmpressicn I have reason to believe haseggused
by unfounded rumors put in cl oculstion by an officer of the United
States Army at Fort Vancouver. For what purpose theseuntrue reports
were made you can conjecture as well as I,
In my dispatch of the 8th ultimo T briefly gove the reason why
Peu Peu Yox Mox and his companions were put to deathjand in my
report of the 1&th December 1855 1 stated how they were captured by
the volunteers, As those statements wcre very brief, I now deem it
proper to muke rour acquaintance with ell the facts connected with this
. affair, I have alreccy reported to you how, by e forced night march
from the Umatilla to Fort Walla, directly across the hills, my command
arrived in the vieinity of the hostile Indiens before they were aware
of our presence. On the morning of the 5th December I divided ny
force, sending Haj. Chinn with about one hundred and twenty five
men to escort the bagzage and nack trains to the mouth of the fouchet
Biver. ¥ ith the renainder I started in a north essterly direction so
as to strike the Touchet about fifteen miles from 1ts Junction with
the wallas Wella, supposing that Peu Peu Mox Hox and his warriors
were encauped on that stream., fbout two o'clock in the efternoon as
wve BprzmEred were proceedlng towards and within t hree miles of the

hostile village, that chieftan with ébout seventy or eighty armed
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warriors wmade his appearance approaching towards us. An order was

at once given to attack t hem, but as we moved rapidly up I observed
81x or seven Indians a short dis tance in advance of their main body
bearing a white flage, Helting my commend I went where they were in
company with Bon., Nathan Olney, Indian agent, the interpreter amd
three or four others, One of these Indians was the chief, Peu Peu Hox
ﬁio:tz,, wvho asked w ¥ we aé come armed into this cowmntry, and was told
that we hsed come to chastise him andhis peopls for the wrmps they
had done to the whites., ‘e sald he desired pesce, t h&¢ he did not wikh
to fight, and thet he had done us no wronge I then recapitulated

the wrongs of which he had been guilty telling him thet he pillaged and
destroyed Fort Yalls Walle, seized the U.S. Property left there by
Sov. Stevens, pilla~ed and burned thehouses of Brooks, Bumford &
Toble & "cKey and drove of (sic) the cettle of the settlers in Yalle
Walle valley, &t first he denied having done thesee thingu,tut after
pome {urther conversabtion said these aocts wered one by his young men
and t hat he could ~ot restrain treme I told himt hat we had the
evidence of Howlish Wampoo, s friendly Cayuse chief tha tPeu

Peu Mox Hgx, with his own hands, had distributed the goods when Fort
Wallas Walla was pillaged and that he had laid out a pile of blankets
to be given to t he Cayuses when they would join him in the wer. To this
he made no reply but said h; would make his people restore the poods
taken by them, so far as they could be resto®d and pay for the
balance. I steted t- him thet this would not be sufficlent. That in
addition he should make his people surrender their arms and

ammunition , give us cettle for beef and horses to remount my

comnand so thet we might pursue the other hostile Indians who were
lesgued with him . L5 theee terms he assented and said he would

come on the morrow end comply with them by delivering up his arms

etc. ?eing well convinced that mxty he only desired time to remove
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his peorle and‘het he would 10t return if p rmitted to ro, I told

him that we came Lo wage war a gainst him, a d that he could not
return return without exposing his viilages to an immedls e attack,

as I had no falth whatever in his promises to come bhack. I observed to
him that if his promises of reparation weremale in good feith he could
well come end remain with us until they vwere fulfilled., I then directed
the interproter to stete distinctly to him that he might go away
under his flag of truce if he choose, but that if he d4ld so we would
without delay commence an attack upon his villages-that if on the other
hand he and his six followers would cmmscnt toremasin and fulf!l the
terms of his proposed treety his tribe would not be molested. To
save hls people from sttack he reluctantly consented to remein as

a hostage for the fulfillment of his promises, saying that the
next morning he would go with us to his village a;d make all right/
He mmerewwxx morover assured me that none of his people would remove
during the nighte 1 then placed a guard arcund him end "is 8ix men.
4t his request we started to go towards his village to get same beel
cattle for food, while his scventy or elghty warriors were marching
along with us unmolested. "e had gone but ebout helf a mnile when I
observed thet he wes leading us into a deep and rugged revine
through which the Touched flowed end in which his villege wes situated.
Upon consultation 1t was deemed advisable not to ventur into the
ravine so late in the eveniig, least we should be surprised by an
ambuscade, I ordered the command to march back about two miles to a
more secure and open place where we encamped. At night Peu Beu Mox
Hox asked permission to send bsck one of his six men to epprise his
people of the terms of the proposed treaty and that they would
be expected to fulfil it, This permission was granted and one
of them left but did ot return as he promised to do. On the morming

of the 6th “Yec. I went up with my command to the Indien village
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and fcund it entirely deserted and everythl removed., This remcvsl
had been made durinc the night as appesred by the rain and snow that
had fel len late in the evening. Nome of the Indilans could be seen
except those who werc on the distant hills, armed and watching our
movements, A flag of truce was passed seversl times between us and
svery effort made to induce the “ndlans to conform to the terms of the
tresty proposed by their chieftain. #11 k& howsver was unavailing.
After waiting until about two ofclock F,M. and secing no hope of
cominy to any terms I mmrched dowmn to the mouth of the Louchet where
¥aj. Chinn had cemped, teking Peu Peu Mox Hox and his five remaini g
companions wlth me. “hat night one of these men attempted to escape
but after running sout hundred yerds he fell, was seized and broucht
back . ‘o sccure them I ordere. all to be tied. “t day light on the
morning of the 7th they were umtied and I then told Peu Peu Hox Mox
that I considered he had acted in bad faith taords me. “hat we had
ref’r ined from makin: e atteck upon his people, when we had them in
our power, soley upon the condition thda he and his companions should
romain with us unfll his promises were fulfilled and th& now his
people refused to Tulfil them, end that he and his men wished to
escape, I informed himth t the next time elther one of them should
settempt to run away he would be 81 ine Parly this morning the

lhdians appear d in considerable force on the hills about half a
mile from our camp, 511 armed and mounted. I then had no
apprehensions of an sttack and leisureoly prepsred to march to Whitman's
statione ‘he advence guard and one or two com anies had moved out on
the plain when the Indiens commenced firing on some of the men
enfaged in driving up some beel cattle. *he fire wes returned end

a genersl fight ensued, The sxaxingxRx enemy were rapidly driven
before us for sbout ten miles along the Yalla Walla until we

reached the farm house of La logue when they were reinforced
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and made a8 stand Peu Peu Mox Mox end hls companions were in the
mean time close guarded and brought bp to our camp at La Roque's, 411
this time they were exceedingly restless and uneasye. At the latter
place as I was passing from the right to' he left wing of the reglmeht
I went by vheore the prisoners weree J?he sergeant of the guard sald
to me that they were greatly excited while the battle was raging and
that he feared they would escape while the wen were out in the
field, I told him to tle thom all end if they resisted or attemptod
to escepe to kill them. I then rode on & d when sbout two hundred
yards distant heard the report of fire srms at the place wvhere the
prisoners were, I d1d not stop but passed on to where the left wing
was engaged with the enemy and was shortly afterw: rds informec thet
when my order to tie the prisoners wa about being csrried into effect,
they resisted, one of t .em having drawing a conceeled knife from his
coat sleeve with which he wounded “ergte. “ajs Miller in the arm.
Peu Peuliox Mox attempted to wrest a gun from the hands of one of our
men when he was knhocked down with the butt of a rifle end put to
death, as were alsc all the otherprisoners who attempted to escape
except one a Neg Perce youth who made no resistesnce and who was tled,
I regretted the necessity of putting these men to death, as I was

in hopes that they could have beenmade useful in prosecuting the
war against the other hostile tribes., “ut ~Iam well satisfied
that the guard was fully justified in teking awey thelr lives in
their efforts to escape.

Very nespectfully, your obt, servt,
James K. Kelly, Lieute Cole
Comge 1 regte Q.M. Va



