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lhe first and only manner of navigation on the Columbia , from early
times, was that of canoes, barges amd boats. The well-known capacity and
abllity of the French banadians in boating, engaged the various campanies
of the far west, to hire and employ a large number of them for their
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distant and dangerous expeditions. Few rivers in ®*merica contain and of fer

to the traveler so many Dalles, so many dangerousirapids, reefs, hidden

Oanadians and

rocks and whirlpools as the Columbia does. The pioneer
foreigners who first traveled am the Columbia and baptized its most
important spots with peculiar and appropriste ddrhdd@d names, acquainted

with the dangers, which a sad experience taught them to avoid,suffered
much 1n making their first trips. Many times no douwt they struck and broke
on hidden rocks where whirlpooled and cB@g®i@@dd capsized. Hence the loss

of many prceious live: ., Hence the names of doleful rememberance such

as "Dalles des morts," Dalles of the dead,"

2-Tayght by a hard and severe experiernce their survivors and successors

were by no means detered fromtraveling armd beating on the dangerous
Columbia , this being for them a delightful and a charming exercise.

Thus, fond of paddling the whole day, o rambling and changing of place
everyday, fond of running to the shore making fire, prepar ing breqkfast
and supper; fond of sleéping oan t he bare ground; in a blanket and in open
air; fond of starting in the marning with invigorated vigor of visiting
with much pleasure the famous spots which their glorious pioneer ancestors

had baptized with ¥rench names; fond of singing during the day and
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_The first and only manner of navigation on the Columbia . ffom early
times, was that of canoea, barges am boats. The well=known cepacity and
ability of the French ("anadi&ns in boating, engaged the various canpanies
of the far west, to hire and employ a large number of them for their
distant and dangerous éxpeditions. Few rivers in ®merica contain and offnr'
to the travelor so mumny Dalles, so meny dangeros. rapids, reefs, hidden
rocks and whirlpools as the Columbia does, The pioneer “anadians ard
foreigners who firat traveled am the Columbia ard baptized its most
Amportant spots with peculiar and appropriste sEftd® names, acquainted
with the dangers, which a sad experience taught them to avoid,suffered
muchlin making thelr first trips. Many times no doubt they struck and broke
on hidden rocks where whirlpooled snd cOg88®dd capsized, Hence the loss
of many prceious live o Hence the names of doleful rememberance such
as "Dalles des morts," Dalles of the dead."

2=Taight .b'y a hard and sevorae expefieme tle ir survivors and successors
were by no means detered fromtraveling ami beating on the dangerous
Columbia , this being for them & delightful and a charming exercise.
Thus, fond of paddling the whole day, o rambling and changing of place
everyday, fond of running to the shore making fire, preparing bregkfast
and suppers fond of sleeping on t he bare ground; in a blanket and in open
airg fond of starting in the marning with invigorated vigor of visiting
with much pleasure the Iemous spots which their glorious pioneer ancestors

had baptized with Yrench names: fond of sineing durinc tha dav and
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aml -especially on arriving at & post, the joyful French ganadilan boat
songs and condensating the paddling and str ke of their oars with the
accent of their cheerful boats! chorus, theso Fpench é’anadian voyageurs,
in all their daily e:_e:;-ciaes of & long trip ard protracted journey were
always pleased, jovial and at home.

3-This first manner o traveling on the Columbia waters was put aside
about 30 years aBo by the steamer's mavigation. Iy this new system of
navigation & number of spots ard places of some impartance, being vislted
no mors, as foremerly, wers 1 n dange of being forgottenand lost to
history and posteritye. Hence the object of the fdllowing lines for t heir
preaservations

g-lChute® is a ‘rench word which means "falls" in E glish, That these
are "Chutes",(falls) in amd across the Columbia river 7 or 8 miles
above Yolville, is a fact and one of these spots and places which to my
knowledge hasnever been mentioned by the newspapers, and which appear tobe
ignored by all . llevertheless these :chu’ces"(falls) exist and ware
always an obstacle which obliged the Hudson' Bay Canpany men to make a full
portage of baggage and boats, ingoing up and coming down the Columbia,

5=-A d why was "la Riviere des Chutes,"=-(the River of the Yalls) generally
called by tho French Canadians.' Was 1t for having many "chutes,"(many
falls) in its cowrse? As mostly all Americans bellieve? Wo, not at all;
it has not a shadow of them. Why, then, has it been called "Des Chutes"
river (of fells river)?I+ wassimply for its being in the vicinity of
those chutes which are in and across the Colugbia,., Such is the origin of
the French name "La Riviere des Chutes," (The River of the ¥alls) which
Americans call "Des chutes," a name which designates no place @ no
localitye

Vicar Yeneral ¥.N. Blanchet was a pessenger with Father 1. Demers

in the boata of the Hudson Pay Company bringing down the caravan of
Canada in 1838, from the "Boat's Encampment" to Fort Vancouver. Here

is what his diary says of the pa tage made at the aforesald "Columbian
chutea."”
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7=0n VWedriesday, lisve-2l, we saw "La Riviere des Chutes," on the loft
shore of tho Columbia, and gohg to the right shore we came down
to the Columbia Chutes thraigh & narrow chamel between & rodcy islard
and the main lmd. We approached them with great precaution , on account
of the strang current of the stream ard the proximity of the "chutes."
Here we had to make & portage of both baggage arl boats £or one long mile.
The task was rendered more difficult by a glazed frost. The portage cost
us four hours of very hard work with the assistance of the Indians of the
place, who thoughvery poor and in need consented at last after many urgent
calla, to come to our helpe -
8=Rev, l:&ther Demers Lelng & passenger in the boats of the Hudson “ay
Company loaded with goods for the posts amd far %8 of the north and
en route for a missiomary tour to Colville in 1839, gi es in the relation
of his J6unfiddcdfé journey, the following description of the Columbia chutess
9=~T.ey are a series of rocks , a mile or two long, which e xtend across
the Ccolumbia river, lsaving but a narrow chanmel on the southarn shore.
These rocka rise a little amphlthetrically, and are divided by a great
number o f canals which the huge mass of water has cut through by the length
of time, The first "chute" is mretty regular ami f ram 20 to 36 feet wide.
I went as far as possible to examine them closely, Their numuver and
variety are surprisinge Théy ac not equally deep, some are from o to
12 and 15 foet high « One may be astonished to learn that these chutes
80 terrible and dangerous in the low water, are all smooth and still in
tle highest water, which does not happen every year. Then it is that
the "voyageurs" ine tead of fearing them, mako haste to approach and reach
them, in order the soonar to light their pipes and smoke leisurely
while their boats run dowm awiftly with the stream.
10-Such are the Columbia "chutes" which for a lack of any mention
before and far being put aside by the steamers' navigation are exposed
to t® lost to history and posterity.
14-The following, on the navigation of the Upper Columbia river, is an
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item-of the year 1861 or 1862, which ha a proper place at the end of

this articles

12-"Navigation ofthe Upper Columbia Hiver- The readers of the Yregonien
will remenber an article in its columms a few months since giving the
index of a proposition of Captain Ien Yhite to place a steamer oan the
Columbia river above Kettle Falls andstating that he had already started
on his tour of observation. e are ples sed at being able torecord his safe
return to our city with the most flattering prospects of success in the
great undertaking e The country has teen thoroughly explored and the mobt
satisfactory results obtained, ard Cgptain White seems to think thet ere
long the route to the head waters of the Columbia will be from Portland
via Dalles to White Bluffs by steamer and ra lroad, 290 miles, or by teems
fran Yalles to tis latter point via Klickitat and Yalkima 65 miles less.
Thence b teams to Spokan, . Pinkney Yity and Little Dalles, 172 miles,
Thence by steamer again to the head of navigation, the distance as gilven
by Yaptain "hite's journal beirg as followss:

Little Palles to the Hudson Bay Company 'a Fort Sheppard to the mouth
of Kootenal river 20 mlles; f ram the mouth of Kootenai to Columbla
Lekes, 5miles. ‘here ari two lakes, joimed by a few miles of good river
and together furnish 160 miles of navigation in a northe ly course, The
river is then navigable some 60 miles above the Lakes, making about 260
miles of continuons communicati on above Little Yalles. Here the
"Rapid des MWorts,"” will prove an obstacle, but above this point the river
is navigeble 60 miles, which leaves the final t erminus of steam navigation
800 miles above Portland, at "Boat Encampment," vhere the river branches
off in diffe ent directims.(That is a mistake; Canoe's river, coming fr m
the i1or th, and Porta;e river, coming fram the east, ame not branches, but
very szmll tributeries at Big j‘:'end----Ed.) Tho Valles below the a cord
lake was selected as the place Page 16 to bulld the steamer, the
lumber for which i s now being sawed at that place by a Mr. Douglas,
owner of the mill. Yaptain ®nite says Pinkney City, near the united States
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Fort Colville; is a tLhrivimng village,has three-flouring mills,two saw-
mills, sore forty buildings including two good storea of Qimstead

& Company and Ferguson & Co. & tamery, harness shop and brewery. “verye
'body:’:x appears to be elated wlth the idea of having a steamer on the
upper waters of theColumbia. He found a few whd were rather skepfical
about 'he practibldlity of navigating the river above Colville, which,
however, did not tend to throw a damper on tle ermerprise. %e should like
to rive a description of the country traversed by “apt. White, but must
forgo the pleasure at present, prami: ng as the stillness of that wilderness
ls broken by the merch of civilization, from time to time, to make sultable
notice of it."



Historical Notes and Reminiscences of Harly.limes’in Oregon in a
Series of Articles . “aritime and land Expeditions. *he first civilized
man, etce 9tce by Rbe ve F.il. Blanchet, 1883(wp)

Py 26 (Pafbrun)

. - Gaphect
XTI (PQM‘)RUM S-{)Q((IN‘}':

We arrived on Sunday m rning, November 18 at Fort Yalla Walla(now
Wellula) built on the left bank of the Columbia a short distance from
the little river called Walla Walla. Peter Chrysologue Pombrin, a Yrench
Canadian, wa: 1in charge of that most important poste. He was born in the
parish of ‘sndrenil “istrict of M ntreal and bad been farmerly a lieute
enant in the"Voltiguers Canadians .." His excellent qualities had
gained tolim this post of trust. His good and excellent wife was absent
being on a visit to Fort Vancouver with her three little girls, Maria, aged
006 12 years; Ida (French pronounciation Edaw) aged 2 years and Harried,
aged 16 months. His two sms, ipdrew Pominick, aged 17 years amd sndmaw
Peter Chrysologus, aged 15 ysars had also accompanied their mother. The
18th of Decemner next was fa the ex lisutenant amost happy day, it

being the day hls wife amd his 1little children were bhaptized and also
the day his marriage was blossed by the Church at Fort Vancouver. The ex-
lieutenant of the cCanadian Voltigeurs received the missionaries and their
traveling caompan lons with great cordialitye.

2-The French Canadians employed by the I'.'-;rthwest and Hudson Bay
Company as traders, trappers aml hunters had never ceased in thelr
numerous relations with the I_'Tdian tribes to speak to them of their
r eligion amd pri06&@3d priests,®the black gowns" Hence among all the
~ mative tribes a great and most ardent desire tos ee the "black gowns"
aiud their often inquiring"when shall they caue?" Therefore as soun ac the
boat carrying the eampress to Yort Vancouver had announced to Colville,
Okanagan ard Vialla Walla thet two  black gowns" were coming the news
spread like lightning. Hence arush :f te I dlans to these places in order
to see them and hear themepeak of the great Spirit.

3=The missionaries found & large gathering of Indiens at Walla Walla, A

holy lMasas was celdbrated befare them; they were struck with amazoment.
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The Masa ooi g over the chif's of the Cayuse: and Talla Valla ecame w_ith
thedr @0 le to-seo the "black ;ownus™ Tho Cayuscs wore divided into
two selarate (P p 27)cunps one of which living on the Walls Valla
river mown as Wailappu, formed the Presbyterian mission of Drs "hitman
established in 1856« “he other camp, lying on the mmtilla rivepr 50
milos honco, was under tie command of Uhief Tawatows, The und of
Wailatpu imd W en forbidden by the Dp, to vislt the priests, but they came,
notwithstanding, The day was passed in teaching them the elemonts of
religimne ‘heywro glad to sco tip "black gowns,” so long expected. Ve
promigsod them to cane ad visit them againe There wéx’e threo haptisms
made at this HOBt. In & subsoequent viei by Fathar Demars in 1839 the young
dief “‘awatiowe, troight his chlld tobe Laptized by the prieste Mp, Pombrin
having consented o stond as his godfathors got a sovers reprimend from
the doctors Pran that time the young chiei end his band became Catholic
pxxex"erring the prayor of the prieat before that of the miniastor,.

4e0n 11Onday, i10ve 12 we laft Yort Yalla Vglla accompanied by ite
excellent com ander, Mrs Pombrin, ‘he little priver lla Valla wee

soon passed on our lefty it was followed by that of Ugatilla on the
pamc side. “bout seven leagues below the fort we leaped the "Gpand Rapid"
w thout éxccidanb. From thence we began to see the white sumnit of NMount
Hood,which lm: tie Cascade renge for ite wmses O, Lh00day, Nove
20th our proviasimes vecoming ehort, Mre. Panbrin (sic) bought two Indian
horses for food, for which he paid ¥10 apioces ‘he Ccolumbiar iver being
pretty low at this s@easm of the year our beoats touched the ground in
running down the scventh rapid on thet daye Ve saw and left the John
Vayts pivor on our lofte

6=0n, “eanos ay, lov, 21st wo saw "Ia Reviero des Chutes" (Des Chutes

river) on the loft shore of tie Columoiag amderoassing on tho pight shove
wo reached the Columbia 'czhutoa by a narrovw canal. The portage of boats

and bageage of the Columbia chutes cost us fouwr hours of nrd wark,
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(See paragraph 7 and 8 af art. VI for a lerger deseription of the
“Yolumbia chutess)

Gwbout 3 miles below the Columbia chutes we met "Les ‘etitoa Valles,
the Littlo Yalles, which are a -ile long and 850 feet wide, wallod on
both sides with basaltic columns and projcting points and rucess, forning
a cannl (a Dalle) through which the ctream runs with the swiftness of
a dart. "o mmn thom down safely , but the danger ceme vhen
out of them by our boat beirg mught by the current of a whirlpool was
carriod ¢lose to‘a rock vhore in oterdling it, 1% warld lave been broken
ondangoriing the lives of all on boarde

7-£our nilss bolow the I4ttle Dalles we reached "les Ypandes Dalles,
the Grand Palles, so cclled by the pioneer Prench Canedians on account
of thoeliy length of faxr nile:s and called Vigacopom by the Iydlanss
Tho Columdia ic; hepe Airtercopted by a chain of wolid rock thraxgh which
(wondorful tc seo and say) the huge mass of styrong and heavy watera has
mado a passage for itsell¢ The "Grandeo Yalles” are fowr miles longg
they aro impracticablo all tldr lengih during the high wvater of Uay and
June, but during tho low waters of the Fall they are passable by

boats a loge of passenere and mggags for thefirst two miles; ard
with passengers ando aggage for the two lact ::1lea.

owlhe first two miles of the "Grandos Vallos" are & caral of about
150 feot wide, walled on both sies with basaltic columne about S0
feot high exding with a piatfam 60 feot broad ,which torminates
with othor basaltle columns 60 feetd pghe Yumring the high wmteor, the huge
mass of water rf6ed roachos and vune over the platforms “uring the low
water it runs anly through the lower canalys which cantaine projecting
p-'ﬁ.nt;s and rocesses fovming waves end most dangerous whirlpools, even to
light (Page 26) boato managed by olght men as oxplained 'ofores
(8ix rowings one &t frat, one at rear with guldo oard,)

The £ 4rs & twordles were yun down by our two boats in ten mimutess the

two 1o ¢ niles wore run down safely with passongers and bag age.s
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The niddlo water seas n; s aid t ¢ men , is the wrst for dangerous
I;‘i.rlpoolaq W werw told hat sovoral yearg ago a Doat olng caught
by e of oo wirlpools soon @isappeared in ite large amd deep
funnels Oncé at of the two lest miles of tho “Yrand Ualles we saw on
the loft share , now Dallos City, the uildingof the ltethodist missicn
for the I,dimma of the place,; eptablisied in LO37,
=0, Hmrsday, 1 ve 28, vo pansed away the"Croat Rock of tho Doad"
which Qodfaadndd the Inéiimé use ag a gragoyard, t)br navi ation £ rom
Dalles City to the ‘_’a&caﬁaa wae mE © pleasant on Uls smooth erl gquiet water:
of the “‘jltmbia bordered on bot sides with panges of pﬁ.cturéaque mountalng
Gy Priday, N v 25, wo veached the Uppor ®sscades which ilntercopt the nave
igetion for five ar six miles amd riquire a portage of baguage for the
two ar thres firet nlles on the »ight vank of the Columbias We apnroached
them with great procaution on account of the swift cwrrent drawin: dowm
the waters by a strong stoam towards e rapids. e arrived there
early enough In the afternocon to make the portage that day amd go down
and camp for the night at the Lower Caocados.
10~fne Uasoaden are £00 far from belng what the i rame Lrdicetos.
Cascadef moans u wmterfall, the plural caccades moame & serics of watergalls
Now, tho “ancadea hore ae not o meries of weberfalls bub alnply & so-ies
of strng and dangarous yapids running downd otween tho two contradbed
banks of -he river and followed by & wwift current and wavering
waters along the loft shae of 4o Columbla,
1l-0ur boa ts hadingtwen b o ghtdown a loge (light) with a 1line along
the right shore for two ar threo niles were then partly relosded and ran
down with oars to the Lower Yascades.
12m0" Saturday, Nove 84 we aterted end canc on with sail and cars. Ve
pacsed on aur right the high romontory of basaltic colwme callod "Cape
Hern," by the early ¥vench Canadian ioreers an a ccount of the fro.uency
meoting there of cstarms ard high wimlae We met and passed by a pretiy
la rge number o felands. "hilo still at a Gistance from the fork
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our boats made a atop andwont to shiore to eallow the travolers to 18 1.
theiyr “toilot,” and toiu bost conta for te arrivals fesumiig their
course with groat joy and courage, they soon landed at & o'clock
Dol ‘on the tank of the Columbia vhore we were recolved aml vwelcomod

7 an imenso crowd of peo;los ‘hus ended the fowr th and last yert of
tho joorney of the two Cath lic micsionerios from Iachine , Cancda to
¥opt Vancower, Opogons

10= %o expe iencsd cold fram Colville o the Grandes palloas. The cold
wes 8omo days do severe as to f orm ice onthe oars of ouwr men, Sore aveninge
when golng on shore for the ght, we found the gro Ad covered with
three or fouwr inches of snow which we had to remove to ralke a place for
cur tonta, “ore nights tle cold was nine degrees of Reaumur. Such nights
as those passed 1n a tent at a distance fran a scan y fire, on account
of the ©B6D scarcity of OA6Ad drift wood tobe found o shore, ware
far frau veing plocpante

U=t Pory Vancowor we were BO Jeogues fran the oceany 20 leagues fram
the Cascadea; 40 leagues frun tho Dalles City; 80 lagues fram Vallg
Viellay 115 leagues from Olanagang 209 leajgues fron Colville; 287
leagues from the "Howse of the Lales," 3123 leagues fram loats!
Encemment and 855 loaguso frau “Punch “owl’ lake or the swridt of the

Retky Mountalns
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“he first and cnly memner of navigation on tho Columbie  , fram early
times, wan that of canoes, barges arm Loatse The well=known capacity ard
ability of the Fronch “anadians in boating, engaged the various campanics

of the far west, to hire and employ a lerge number of them for thoir
distant and dangorous expeditions. Few rivors in “#merica contain and of (pr
to tho travelor ao many Dalles, sc many dangorous. rapids, reefs, hidden
rocks end whiripools as the Colurbia dooss The ploneor Yansdians amd
foreigners who first travelod am tho Colurbia ard baptized its most
Important spots with poculiar amd appropriate afndd® names, acquainted
with the dangers, which & sad e:perience taught them to avoid,suffered
much in malting their firast trips. llany timer no dowbt they struck and brole
on hidden rocks whore whirlpoolod and cOpOleddd ecapsizod, lence the loss
of many prceious live o Honce the names of doleful romenberance such
as "Dalles des norts,"” Dalles of the dead."

B-Tawght by a hard and sevora experiernce tis ir surviveors and successors
were by no means detered fromitraveling and beating on the dangerous
Columbia , this being for them & delightful and a charming exercisce
Thus, fond of paddling the whole day, o rambling and changing of place
overyday, fond of punning to the shore mak'ng fire, prepar ing brogkfast
and suppeyp fond of sloeping am t he bare grounds in a blanket and in open

airy fond of starting in tho marning with invigorated vigor of wisiting
with much pleasuwre the Lfamous spote vhich their glorious pionsor ancostors
had baptized with Yrench mnes; fond of singing during the day and
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amd espocit ' on erriving et a .ost, the Joyful Yronch ganadian boat
songs and condensating tho paddlirg and sty ke of the ir oars with the
gocent of their cheerful boata' chorus, these {'vench §amaaan voyageurs ,
in all thoir dally e .ercises of a lmg #rip armd protracted journey wore
always pleased, jovial and at home.

B-This £irst mannor o wraveling on the Columbla wateras wan put aside
about J0 yeers aBo LY the steamel;'s mvigations I this new system of
navigation a numbor of spots amd places of somo impartance, being v isited

no more, as foremerly, verse i n dange of vbeing forgottenand loat to
history and posteritys Honce the objoct of the fdllowing lines for t heir
preservatione

8="Chute” is a ¥ronch word which means "falls” in B glish, That these
are "Chutes",(falls) in and across the Columbia vivor 7 or 8 miles
above “olville,_ o o fach and one of these apots and placos which o my
knowledge hasnover boon montimed by tho newspapersg, am which appeay tobe
ignored by all « Mevertheleus these :ichut:aa"(falla) exist and wore
always an obstacle which obliged the Ilndson “ey Campany men to maks a full
portage of baggage and boats, ingoing up and coming down tho Columbiaa

5= d why was "La Riviere des Chutes,"e(tho Hiver of the Falls) generally
called by tho French Canndienss, Vias 1t for having many "chutes ,"(man'y
falls) in its cowwve? As mostly all Americans belleve? llo, not at allj
it has 1ot @ shadow of them. Vhy, then, bas it been called "Des Chutea"
river (of falls river)?It wassimply for ite being in the vicinity of
those chutes which are in and across e colugibia, Such 4o tke origin of
the ¥rench name "La Riviere des Chutes,” (The River of the Yalls) which
Americans call "Des “hutes,” o name which designates no place GP no
localitye

Gnvicaz' “amral Flis Blanchet was a passen@r wth Yathor 11, Derers
in the boats of the Huydaon Pay Company bringirg down the caravan of
Cansda in 1858, fron the "Boat's Bncamprment" to Port Vancouver. fere !

18 what his diary says of tho pa tage made at the aforesaid "Columbian
ghutoa o
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TwOn Wednenday, 1 ve Bl, we saw "La Riviers des Chutes,” on tho loft
share of tho Columbim, end goh g to the right shore we care dowm
to tho Columbia Yhutes thrwgh & nerrar chamel between & rod:y islard
and tho masin lmde Yo approached tiem with great precaution , on account
of the strang cwrrent of the atroem ard the proximity of the "chutes,"
Here wo had to make a portage of both baggage amd voats for one long mile.
The task was vemdered mare difficult by a glamed froste. The portage cost
us four hours of very hard work with the assistance of the Indians of the
place, who thoughwyy poor and in nood cowsented at last after many urgent
salls, to come O cur holpe

B~Rove “athor Demore Loing @ passengar in the boats of the Iudaon Yay
Company loaded with goods for tho posis ard fa 8 of the north amd
en route for a nissiomry tour to Colville in 1839, gi es in the rolation

of his jOAAEN AN jowney, the following deseription of the Columbia chutess

9«7 ey are & series of roclo ., a nilo or two lmg, which o xtend across
the Columbia river, lsaving but a rarrow chanmel on tho southarn shore.
Theso rocks rviso a lmtlaf amphithoetrieally, an are divided by a groat
numboy 0 ' canals which the huge maoss of water hes cut through by the léngth
of time. Tho firet "chuto" 1 iwetty regular am € ran 20 to 36 feot Widd.

I wont as far as possible Ho examine them closolye Thelr nmumoer and
varioty are awprisinge Thoy a ¢ mot equally deep, some ave fram & to

12 and 15 foot high « Che nay be astonished to learn twt these chubes
8o terrible axd dangerous in the low water, are all smooth and still in
tho higheat water, which does not bappen every yoar, Then 4t 4o that

the "woyagoura® ine toad of fearing tiem, mako haate to appraoch and roach
thon, in order the soonwr %o light thelr pipes and snmoke loisurely
while their boats run dowm 8wiftly with the atreams

10=3uch aro the Columbla "ehutes" which for a lack of any mentim
wfore ard fa being put aside vy the steamers' navigation are exposed

to = lost to history anéd posteritye

l4=The following, on the navigation of the Uppor Columbia river, is e
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item of the yoar 1861 or 1868, which hu & proper place at the end of

this articles _

1B«"Navigatim ofthe Upper Columbia Hiverw %he readers of the Yyegonien
will reme bor gn article in its colums & fow months since giving the
index of a proposition of Captain Len Yhite to place a atoamof a the
Columbia river above Kettlo Falls andstating that he had almeady staz"ted
on his tour of obzorvations "o are ples ced at being able torecord his aafe
return to ouwr city with tho nost flattoring prospocts of suecess in the
great undertaking e Lhe country hes Lcon thoroughly explored and the mobt
satisfactory results obtained, amd Yaptain Yhite seems to think that ere
long the mouvte to t he head waters of the Columbia will be frum Portlamd
via Yalleo to Whito Bluffs by stoamer and ra lroad, 290 mileo, or by teams
fron Pallos to tis latter point via Klickitat and Yakima 65 miles loss.
Thenco b tears to Spokan, Pinkmey Vity and Little .Dallea, 172 miles.
Thence by steaner ajain to the head of mavigation, the distance as given
by Yaptadn "Miite's jowrnml beilrg as followss

Littlo Yalios to the Hudson Yay Company 's FPort Sheppard to the mouth
of Keooteonal river 20 miles; fra the mouth of Kootenai to Columbia
Lakes, 6 mileas “here ar two lakes, joired by & faw miles of good piver
and togethor fupnich 160 miles of navigation in a orthe ly couraes The
river is thon navigablo some 60 miles above the Lalkes, meking about 260
miles of canbtinums ecamunicatd an above Little Yallos, Hore the
"Bapid des Morte,” will prove an obstacle, but above this point the viver
is navigablo 60 miles, which leaves the finalt ormdnug of atoém navigation
800 nmiles above Portland, at "Doat Encam;.mmnt," vhere the river branches
off in diffe ent directimss«(” at 18 a mietalae; Canoce's miver, coming fr m
the rorth, and Porta o river, coning fran the sast, are not branchea, but
vory s:mll tributaries at Big “ende-Ede)} Tho Valles below the o comi
lako wao solocted as the place Page 16 to bulld the steamer, the
lumber for which i s now beirg eawed at that place by a Mre Douglas,
owner of the nill. Yaptain ¥hite says Pinimey City, near the United Staty

i
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Fort Colville, is a &tuniivirg villag;e,has three flouring nills,tvo aaws
mills, sarp forty bul ailrgs inciuding two 0o stores of Olnstead

& Company and Forguson & Coe 8 't:annory, harness ohop and breworye “vopye
bodyks appears 6o bo elated with the idea of having a stoamer on the
uppor waters of thoColumbilae Ho found a few whod wore yather skeptical
about I® practibslity of navigating the riv!ér above Colville, whioch,
howover, did not tend to throw a demper on the onorprisce. % should 1ike
to (ive a description of the country traversed by “apt, Whito, but must
forgo the pleasure at iwesent, prandl ng as the otillncss of that wildernesa
la broken by the nwrch of eiviliszation, frum time to timo, to make suitable
notice of ite"
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