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#ir, Albert Culverwell, historian, Nov. 17,1954
State Parks and Recreation Commission,
100 Dexter Avenue, Seattle 9, “ashington.

Yoar Al:

Thanks for your letter of “ov. 15 and the information thepein
contained. 1 am sure that as progress continues on the Ppilect Hapids Pam
project, much of interest may be worked oute "hat particulaerly plesses me
gt this time 1s the remerkeble fine non-obstructionistic attitude of these
renarkable Indians [in contrast elsewhere up and down the river]. #nd I think
as the next session of the leglislature unfolds, and the development of the
"id-"tate Highway connecting with theroad now partially bullf across
wahluke Slope, you will see the value of this historic Priest *apids site,
the home of “mowhela etc. [itting into the state picture.

Suffice 1t to say that my prime interest is to see that e small
remmant band of a historic group do not lose their final foothold and home
along the river, without obstructing progress of river development eto.
1t 1s quite sn unusual situatlion,.

In order to facilitate the Fort ®imcoe peper, I mentioned it to Dean
todcy. While I'm never too busy to get something really lmportant done,
1 still hasve the feelinz that there is much more research to go into
the type of material I hewe ia mind, I sugrested to Ygan, and he concurred,
that you, belng in your positlon, &d that such & publication woidc be of
nelp to you, that you proceed , if Pr. Cates has need snd I fcel he does,
i should have written him long a70. S0 go to it exd best of luck, I still
£ el that the parks development angle plus the other (historical Fort ®1mcoe)
paves the way for a later asrticle that Yean or I may turn.

Dean sugcest-d tha! it would be apprccietcd that a letter from Mrs
farnett, which he provided to you 1In copy form, be w thheld at this tme., I
know only generaliy of its contents. #nd it might be best not to stir things
up with the factual material on the arnett family burials, Yean is
turning out scme Simcoe msteriasl for publicetion laters.. nd too extens ive

gue:s and all of us feel he 1s oopable ob doing a top job s8nd one needing
done ®

I'11 na 8 on material to you about the co ference st “pokane as I
obtain 1it.

I am interested in The Dg1les situation aad the preserval'on or non=-
preservetion of the rock paintings tho e, a tie-in on my newspsper series
on the Lewis end Glark 9 esquicenten :ial.

I expsct to know,more about the I.dians and Priest hapids leter and will
keep you posted. It s nothing that cen be ocutlined end worked out in a
hurry. '

I1've been doin- quite a bit of spesking nself in the last scveraol
weeks, some three or more a week In fact. "his aftern-on 1t was 8ore
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combined history classes at a jun‘or high , about 200 or more in all...

an’ I plurged the State Parks work beilng done all over the state.

I have sons chamber of commerce enc-agements arownd the neighborhood, but have
held off the local one and next week I acdress a s'nte convention , I have
been forced to turn dovn meny invitations but am amuzed that they hunt me
out to learn what?... how bad the whit e men sre mistreating the Iindlans}

Apd 1t has been such a variety of audiences, with such astounding reactlion,
after-specch comments, offers of resolufions etce that I cen f'reakly say

the publishers who think the public isn t interested in the Indlen qurstlon
have a big awakeningl

“ul1 #hite was over from “phrata the other day. *ney're getting museum
and park minded around there. Have new blood,vim, vigor and vitaltty in
their historicasl and piomeer society and I took the liberty of suggesting
you as e person most capable of informing them how these thinps come about
in caie you haponen to be in that region some time . (repremand me if I'm out of
order).

. Strange, too, I'm sti1ll getting in some research on flatheads and
oncomley. “omething will come of that yet, “ast summer I turned
another head, Have four now, some wrk to be done on all of them, and they
arc all exceptionally good likenesses of the individuals.In fect, tge
andividuals are §xceptiona1 persona, the last of their kind.ixxfzz “o tell
ohn Me, thet it ¢ my peculiarity of wanting to do the best or not at all
that has held me off, Only this week I recelved some comiunications from
scme 'ndisn sources who have a suiteble model lined up for me, over on the
8osst. Yf course I omn t drop everything snd go over there atthls time of
year, but if he doesen't die off by the time have the chance, it s In the
bag. :

How's the chance to obtain material...resume material.,.. or pro ject
progress if anything in that line 1s issued by the commission. It will
come in handy in general publicity and we need more of 1it,
‘tuess that brings me up to date.

Sincerely

Click





