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THERE 1s supposed to be a maxim that an historical
novel cannot be both good history and an absorbing
story. Leschi of the Nisquallies demonstrates the
usual fallacy of such axioms. This is a first-rate his-
torical novel. As a writer, Della Gould Emmons is
no novice. She has spent half a lifetime in historical
research and the writing of good books.

The historian is immediately impressed with the
competent method in which over a decade of re-
search has been incorporated into the study of a most
unusual individual. And the investigation has been
on a national scale. In addition to the standard
sources, Mrs. Emmons has shown considerable imagi-
nation in covering a wealth of obscure, yet important,
facets of the story.

The book is an important reconstruction of the
Chief’s role in the Indian wars of 1855-56. Well versed
in the history of the region, Mrs. Emmons spent
seven years searching archives, uncovering family
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papers, recording reminis-
cences and scouring newspa-
per accounts from the earliest
presses in the Northwest ter-
ritories. Often antagonism
handicapped her research, for
partisan interest still divided
opinion on Leschi’s trial.

Around the pivotal figure of !
Leschi, Mrs. Emmons fully re-
veals the activities of the ter-
ritorial government, the army,
the settlers, the Hudson’s Bay Company, and even
the Mormons, all of whom played an active role in
opening up the Pacific Northwest. And it is just not
Indian against white man, but tribe against tribe,
British against Americans, special interests and di-
vided loyalties among the white men.

It is fortunate that authors of Mrs. Emmons’ cali-
ber are piecing together the rgdly disappearing
material of the Far West crises. She is to be praised
for uncovering an epoch of importance and she is to
be admired for having done it in this literate adven-
ture novel.
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“LESCHI OF THE NISQUALLIES is a gripping, thrilling story excep-
tionally well told. It is all fresh and buoyant, sparkling and deeply
moving. Under the author’s deft touch the reader is swept along in
the rapid current of narration.”

“The Leschi book is a sympathetic one. However, Mrs. Emmons
has not allowed this to cloud her perceptivity. She tells the bad things
along with the good about both the white men and the Indians. The
result is a book that is both exciting and informative.”

“The author, a friend of the Indians, has done a factual, interest-
ing and poignant account of Leschi, the warrior hanged by the white
man . . . ‘a martyr to the vengeance of the unforgiving white man.’”

“Mrs. Emmons calls her book an historical novel, but her blunt,
straightforward style, footnotes and extensive bibliography make it
more a highly interpretative history than a novel. She writes as dis-
passionately and objectively as she can.”

“l am much pleased with the manner in which Mrs. Emmons por-
trayed my great-great-grandfather, Leschi. The entire story follows the
traditions of the Nisquallies.”

“A first-rate work. The historian is immediately impressed with
the competent method in which much research has been incorporated
into the study of a most unusual individual. It is a most interesting and
sympathetic treatment of a conflict of three cultures, and the impossi-
bility of Leschi to fully comprehend these forces sets the scene for a
real tragedy—personal and national.”

“Della Gould Emmons, noted novelist and authority on Northwest
history, has again produced a book that combines accurate historical
research with the best of the novelist’s art.”

—Judge Matthew Hill,
Washington State Supreme Court

—Tacoma News Tribune

—Talent Magazine

—Ted Mahar in Old Oregon

—Great-great-granddaughter of
Leschi and Charles Eaton

—Walter E. Lowrie,
Assistant Professor of History,
University of Puget Sound,
Tacoma, Washington

—Vernon Hess,
Professor of English,
University of Puget Sound




