January 31,1956
The Hon. %arren G, Magruson, U.S.8.

United States Denate Puilding,

Viashington, D.C.

Dear Senator lagnusont

In relation to your news release, pertainl g
to introduetion of your bill to nreserve historical and archasological
specimens receivsd for publication at our office, The takima Daily
Republic I have some comments, based on co sidersble experlence in
the field cov- red.

Ll 4o not have a copy of the bill et hand, of course.

I am writine specifically about the Priest Rgp ids and Wanapum Yams,
which I assumed would be covered in the legislation,

To avoid possibility of legislative "red tape" it mey be that you will
wish the following informstion perteining to the Priest Raplds Projects

A memorandum is now in process of bein: prenared by the Gront © unty
PUD, after I was cslled into consultation becsuse of my interest In the
rermant band of non-treaty Wanapum Indians,

‘@ original license to explore the slite protected the artifacts and
nistoricsl relies of these people, largely the rock paintings of their
+enesis on the Island that will be cisrupted by the lower or Priest
Rapids VYam,

This protection was extended In the construction ilcense §ra1ted by
the Federal Pover Yommission. Originally the few remalning *ndians
were extremely worried by the dlsruption of these sacred relics, upon
which they ,and thelr ancestors since time imsemorial, have looked
with religious significance.

The memorandum relaetive to the preservation of t hese rellcs will be
processed thr-.gh the Area  Office, Buresu of indian Affairs and through
chan-el to the Department of Interior, Undoubtedly 1t will meet the
an roval of the Feder 1 Yower “Yommission, to which aiency the Wanapum
Im ians sppealed before an e Xxploratory llcense was granted,

I sincerely hope that the le gislation does not become entangling ,
in this situation, simce the wenapums do not wish an outside "agency
to come in and take possession of artifacts they have recarded as =
theirs for so long, and complicetions there might endanger additional
security thet the memorandum provides for these people.



Horeover the Yanapums wi!ll be found t- be most cooperative in the

matter of'sharing " dlscoveries, but they will opuose the removal of
burl 18 of their ancestors for archaeologilcd DUTPORes . lhey will not
oppose exploration of proper archaeological sites. “hat has been worked
out with them,

*here has bcen an inclination to devest local areas of materisl that
should remaln 1in locel areas rather then be heuled away and hidden in
gome distent repository . I thi-k the whole system of river development
leads to asttendant developments of vis & houses and expans ion of proper
repositories to enhance the velue and tourist apnesl, as well as preperve
the oculture of the areas. And I em sure that you, in your wisdom
nrovide for this in the bill , rather thaen the centralization of
archaeologicel power,

I have opnosed indiseriminate and destructive digzing t'at destroys
what bits of oculfure true professionals mnay yet salvuage, but many of

the "rock hounds are vi tual professionals at preserving such materisl,

I am not too femiliar with the John Day archaeclorical possibilities,
but do know tha' a university from a distasnt state severnl years ago
removed a body subsequently identified as that of the grondmother
of L{ndlens s8till 1living. I presume the bill does not inolide who esale
license and blanket power to pirsue this practice.

“*n the matter of lce “arbor, the very extensive burials therw ,‘ncliding
d ep depositories of horse burial bones, contains relatives of iwdians
2L111 living, Originally the last survivor of the ares, to nroteoct

the grave arsa from indiscriminate removel to povernment reposiltories
and by individusl "coll ctors » was denied protection by court _
authorities at alla Walla, His #.ite frinds aided him , so the Indians
told me meny yesrs.eso , in houestecading the land end this he did,

Upon h!s desth and with expirution of the 25 years protection Ibelieve
the land was sold for texes, This I understend 1s on xhe both sides

of the river at the “ce Harbor site. i have rgferred s descendant

of those buried there, and of the"houesteader to the Waella Vialls Corps
of Engieers, assuring her that she would receive every protection from
tuat depar tment.

I mention these things only to be helpful. I have yet to find any
Indien, involved , to be uncoopersiive if approsched by the proper
age1oy., The trobble, when there was traible, resulted from lack of
contact or misunder. tanding,

Fyndamentally your bill scunds very good smd like something that has
long "een needed., If it provides for points i have mentioned with no
authority to an agency that 1s mmxzk rest-ictive to the wishes of
individual indlans yet concerned, I will be most hap y to extend my
support as a brother of the “sapums [if need be in t hat case] end as
a curator of the “tate Historicsl “oclety and a bom @ member of the
Yakima Valley Plone r snd “duseum Soeciety.

The enclosed picture shows the last prophet of the Wanapums pointing
out to engincers, for the Grant Crunty PUD, snd for documentation
one of the “anapum genesis rocks on the island at ‘riest lhﬁids. it is
one he s Jectdd tco be h's headstone in & graveyard aot far distant,
that 1. bYelng mrotected,

&incerely Yours
Click Relander





