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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASES
The following fact sheet explalning the Type and Extent
of Army responsibility and participation In Flood Control, Flood
Flghting and the Rellef of Flood Victims is furnished for your

information and further reference;

Flood control and flood fighting primarlly are the respon-
sibillities of the Denartment of the Army, and these responsib-
11itles are normally performed by the Army's Corps of Engineers.

To execute thelr various functlions wlthin the United States,
the Corps of Englneers has divided the country geographically
Into dlvislons and distrlicts. These unlts are responsible to
and work directly under the Army's Chilef of Enginsers. The units
are staffed wlth professlional Army Englneer offlcers and men, as
well as by clvillan speclalists,

The Sixth Army area of the elzht western states is divided
into two englneer divisions - the Worth Paciflc Division with
headquarters at Portland, Oregon, and the South Paclfic Divis-
ion with headquarters at San Fra ncisco., There are three Dist-~
rict Englneers! offlces located in each division ~ Portland,
Seattle and Walla Walla In the ¥Worthern Division, and San
Franclsco, Sacramento and Los Angeles In the Southern Division.

Flood control is one of the major functlons performed by
these Englneer divislons and distrlicts. It 1s accompllshed by
the construction of dams, levees, and other water controlling
devices, It 1s the Army Engineer's job to make sure that all
flood control works and projeets, Incuding those turned over to
local agenclies for operation and malntenance, functlon satis-
factorlly and are protected from damagc.

Flood fightling, a necessary gdjunoct to flood control, 1is
likewlse the respoﬁsibllity of the Army Englneers. When flood

condltions occur which are beyond the capabilitles of the
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Engineers and such local and state resources that may be avall-
able, the Army Commander involved willl furnish further assist-
ance upon the request of the Englineers. 1In the case of the
states of Californlia, Washington, Oregon, “evada, Arizona, Utsh,
Montana and Idaho, such assistance is furnished by the Sixth
Army Commander, Lleutenant General A, C, Wedemayer, USA.

Flood rescue and relief operationé ara not the responsibil-
ity of the Army. The Amerlcan Ped Cross, asslsted by the local
and state governments, controls these oporatlions, 0n occaslon,
whon all other resources have been exhausted and no other moans
of rellef asslstance is avallable, the Army will again come
into the plcture, furnlshing medical assistance, emergency food,
shelter and so forth. This help from the Army 1s only possible
as a last resort, and not even then if such aid willl intorfere
with the Army's primary mission of the military defense of our
natlon. Requests for Army help In relief operations must
channel through state or local goverﬁment heads and the Red Cross
In cascs where Army Asslstance is required, cilvic or stato
government officlals call upon the ncarest Army commander for
help. For rellef operations of this type. the Sixth Army is
responsible for tho elght westorn statos. Tho Army ongineers

do not enter Into tho rellef plcture.





