fruitvale

(ditch’

Articles of incorporation of the Fruitvale Ditch company were
filed with the auditor last Friday,

lhe company is capitalized at %1,000, divid-d into 500 shares of $2
eache *he organization is for mutual e nerit. ‘he five directors
named are :
W.L, Wright, W.B. Newcomb, “lfrec Gobalet, F. E, Koreski and ¥,P,
Guthrie--Yakima Herald, #pril 22, 1902,



Bist 11 i ((0) ~Trvissdim 7
L tkvme 9 Leadbetter canal

# movement has been an foot for some time mlative to the
building of & canal am throwing open to settlement the b lg body of
land fronting on the Columbia river in tl® northeastern part of
Yakims county.

l"here are 150,000 acres of the f inest land in that pabt of
the county belonging t thes tate, the feeral government and the
railroad canpany that mly awaits a canal for development.

The old 16@d8dadd Leadbetter canal was intended tocover this
land but like many such institutions in the hard ti es the compeany
that s tarted the canal busted, ‘here is now a plan on f oot
to straighten out the le gal tangles in®d which this company has
fallen which was wtarted a short time ago when Gsorge Dona 1d
was appointed & receiver to settle its afifair. ®ince tlen a Portland
company has been endeavoring to g ethold of the roperfy
with a view of building the canal but so far ithas rot been
successful, *t is the opinion of those on the irside that
work on the canal will be camienced before another ye&r rolls

by=lakima Herald, #pril 15,1902,



Irrigation

Selah

The reports of blasting that have been hexd in the city lately
are due to working in the rock for canstruction of an irrigation
ditch in the east Selah valley to orrigate 1,500 acres of
land belonging to George S. Taylor, P.A. Boumds, Theodore Daum, Joseph
Repp and Wenzel Maywald.
The ditch will be finished by the time the water is required
and the land to be covered is now being grubbed andmade ready for

ploving and s-eding--Yakima Herald, January 14, 1802.



e ;Q ﬁrrigation-Historical

What has irligation done for the Yakima county? With
sage brush on all sides as far as the aeye could see it
looked very gloomy indeed when I landed here on August 2, 1881,

I came from California where irrigation was carried on very extensively
and settled on Nob Hill and having had some 1little experience in that 1im
& work it was not long until the se lers of Nob Hill banded
the smselves torether and built th, Natchez and Cowyche canal,

Well do I remember the struggle we had to camplete the ditch as
none o £ us had any too much means to fall back on. Consequently we
were forced to do the work ourselves, We put our shoul 'ers to, the wheel
and all made a determined push together and completed the ditch
in 1882 as far as Nob Hill, a distance of about six or seven miles,

This is now the paradise of the val ley, the beautiful rarden af
Yakima county where land is selling at from $150 to $300 per ac e.

Some of our new arrivals will say it is not worth that price; it

I will say it is and can provéd it. On fhis same land there has

been raised as high as 18 tons of potatoes to the acrewwhich at the
present price of $18 per ton would amount to $324 per acre. Of coirse
this is not all profit as the cost of planting and harvesting would have
to be deducted from that amount.

This is an e xtra large yield ten tons per acre be ng the awerage in
this locality. Equal if not larger yields per acre are obtained
~in fruit, hops, alfalfa and melons. So much for what irrigation has
done for Nob Hill,

Since 1881 irrigation canals have b-en built at an amazing
rate, Among the most important of these is -t he Selah valley canal
which waters a beawtiful tr ct of land from five to ten miles
north of this city. Seven or eight ysars ago this was a barren sage
brush plain but now it is capable of raising equally as good crops as

fre AT 11279 e ade. M tha cama side of the river bui a 1lifitle farther



down is the Gleed ditch and directly opposite this ditch ac 'oss the Natch
Natchez river is where the famous Yakima valley canal which

supplies the water to irrigate what is called Northwest Nob Hill

has its in ake.

The iand under this canal has become famous for Its large yields
of fruits, alfalfa, hops,potatoes and garden truck. Without
irrigation this land would be almost worthless but now it is
selling at:from $100 to $250 per acre.

Th Hubbard ditch, which irrigates the we t part of th DMoxed
valley and the Selah-Mox e ditch, which irri ates the eastern part of
the same valley, are two very la ge-canzls and ére now irrigating
about 10,000 acres of land. Under the 1 'ter, named ditch ,
about 75 or 80 families have settled during the last eight months,.

Directly east of this isn the same valley 1s the artesian well
district of about 2,000 acres which is watered by wells. The upper
land of this valley about 12 years ago was practically worthless, whareas
today the settlers ship thousands of .dollars worth of produce to market
raised on the same land, Irrigation lms dons all this.

Still farther eas in this valley is the contemplated
high line canal to Sunnyside, L survey has already been
made 'nd when constructed will be about 100 m les long and will water ab
about 100,000 =cres,

The Yakima Ihdian reservation is coming to the front jn irrigation,
having two large canals completed amd now watering about 10,000 =cres
of fine land, lost of this land however, is leas d tq the whites
by Indians, therehy turning out larg: vields yearly, Inen
comes the Sunnyside canal by far the largest canal in the county
being 30 feet wide at the bottom with one to two feet slope an about
seven foot banks. The main canal is now completed 41 1-2 miles
and covers about 60,000 acres of which about 20,000 are under

cultivation,
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13,000 acres of which have been settled on within the last year,

The profits derived from these lands yearly runs awvay into the
hundreds of thousands of dollars, Without irrigation t land would
hardly be worth paying taxses on,

Still farther down the Yakima river is the Prosser Falls canal and
also the Kennewick canal, both of which cover large tracts of land.
This does not include the 15 or 18 sraller ditches that irrigate from

4,000 acres of farming land.

No one who is not familiar with irrigation can be
made to re ize the vast prosperity derived from irrigated

lands, I have spent almost 21 years in this valley andl can

safely say that lands here are moreproductive when irrigated than

any land I hav ever seen anddouble as productive as when watered

by the elements., Furthermore the water sup?ly is inexhaustible., If every
acTe that is tillable in the county was uder waTér we would havg abundance
and some to spare. We want more ir ‘igation canals built and hope

congre ss will take heed to that part of President Roosevelt s
wise recommendation of reclaiming the desert lands of the western

states, A portion of the public money could not be rut to a
better use. By W.I; Lince, YakimaHerald, Dec. 21, 1901,



Se lah=Moxee canal

On Thyesday the Dema rat man accepted the invitation of
Contractor furlingane to accompany him in his buggy on a tour of
inspection of the new Moxee ditch, the canstruction of which
has been under way since December 13 last when the first furrow
was tuwned.

B,rley's fine roadster soon lamled ua at the graders.camp
about six miles'easg of town where a stop was made for dinner. Abats
30 men and perhaps 20 teams were making the ir home at this
caﬁp‘and hove in sight for the noonday meal as we éffived.

Thescribe felt much interest in whe he saw, par cularly
thewell trained hories and mules which came trooping in and
refreshing themselves in a nearby ditch, went each to his
particular stall where feed awaitcdtheme,

After inner man was s&sisfied the trip was re sumed and
the carse ofthe canal followed to a point beyond #rtesian
Heights.

...%s wasstated the work was comrmenced on.”ecember 13
and 26 miles of the canal is nw virtually completed with ex-
ception of the four miles of fluming -.*he time mentioned in the
contract for completion of the work ismMay 15.

The scribe and his companion swveyed the landscape below
from tlmt splendid point of vantage, Artegian Heights and
after couting some 30 new hous es recently erected by new
settlers, both simultaneously gave utterance to the same .
sentiment that moved them, which was about as f llows:

"What a paradise the life giving waters will make of t his

hitherto useless desert.--he Yakima “emocrat, *arch 30, 1901,



“"ater has been run through the Sedah-Moxee canal from one
end to the other without a break. “here are vyet several small
reacures o the ditcn to be put in condit ion befors final
acceptance but to all intents and purposes the contract
has been completed in a most admirable MaNIBreseess

J.W. Clise of Seatcle, one of the principal bacgkers
of the enterprise was in the city Wednesday and went out to

inspect the ditchees.... he Yakima Démoé“at, Saturday, May 18,1901,

Accord ng to the program herdofore mapped out the Commercial
club on last Saturday proceeded to celebrate the dedication of
the recently completd irrigation canal which waters 5,000
acres of the lioxee high lands,

?he canal 1s 25 miles in length and the cost of construction
was over 50,000. The project was advocated for a long time
by W,?, Cilark whohas far a numoer of years been interested in
artesian water as a means of irrigation for the upper levels
of the lloxee section,

The scheme as proposed by NMr. Clark for a high line ditch to
cover the lands with water from Yakima rivér received a second in
G,s. Rankin and after long months in exploiting the advantages of
the proposition J.W. Clise, a monied man of Seattle joined with
the original promoters amnd assisted in putting their ideas into
effect,

“he ditch is now canpleted and water runs upon the most
fruitful soil to which the vivifying touch of irrigation
has hitherto been unknown. Those of us.familia; with the erstwhile

condition of the section through wh . ch tho canal now deviously tailes

its way, need only to go through the old road leading to the



Columbia to see the marvel wrought...

The visitors were entertained by a banquet at the Hotel
Yakima Paturday evening. The guests included: From “eattle
JW. Uiise > W.H, Parry, A.J. Blethen,Jr., S,P, Veston,
and C.R. Collins. ¥rom Tacoma, F.w, Dowell, manager of the
Northern Pacific railway company; “homas Cooper, western land
agent; I'.W. Gilbert,division super intendent ard I.A. lladeau,

general & entee.eselhe Yakima Democrat, June 15,1901,



Shanno ditch

Work was comenced on the hianginf of the Shanno ditch last
Monday so as to make it run down Rainier avenue from C street
to Yakima avenue.

This change is made on account of t he bad condition the ditch
is in inthat part to be changed.

“illows have grown up so in the channel that it is
filled and thewater runs out over the land, causing pools of

water to stand in many places--Yakima Herald, Oct. 24, 1901,



Sunnyside Canal

Big Diteh to ve “o1d, :
Judge Hanford of the nited States caurt having issued an order
for the sale of the broperty of t he Yakima I:vestmgnt C; the 'sale has
been set for lfebr*ua.ry 26 o The property inc lides the Sunnyside canal and
all lands acquired by the company in tha great irrigation enterprise,
It will terminate a recelvership that las extended over s period of ‘
five years and restore to private manégement the most iﬁportant
hasim ss proposition in the country .
No one connected with the receivershilp atthis place knows
who the prospective bldders are . However the sale being ordered at
the instance of the plainiffs, it is just to presume tha g schems of
reorganization is on foot, ..

‘he mini um bid wiH ch the master will accept 1s $335,000, This w11
cover all outstanding receiver’s certificates, #side fram this
indebtedness there are bonds unpaid ‘8mounting o $263,000 and unsecured
claims of $200,000,

The Sunnyside canal in its iﬁception was projected by Walter N. Granger,
the present manager, He hedsecured options on 31,000 acres of
the N rthern Pacific lands am on thesg fa a basis he formd
& corpuration in 1890. The NOrthérn Pacific soon came into
the deal and hasb een clw ely connected with 1t since. @as Subsequently
there wereto00 two organizations ., In each case Paul schulze,
general land commissioner for the Northern Pacific was mmde president,

In 1893 the main canal, 42 miles in length, the Rocky Ford and
Snipes Mountain branches, 45 miles in length and 300 miles of
distributing ditches were canpleted,

Llate in 1894 the Yalifarnia Safety Deposit amd Trust Co. brought
suit against the Yakima If_'vestnent‘Co. to foreclose on a mortgage given
to secure $750,000 in bmds, of vhich $400,000 had been fssued, 4s a
result of tha t action Paul Sbhulze » J+8. A len ami George Donald were



appointed recelvers. ‘he c ost of the canal as shown by thebooks turned
over to the receivers was ¥750,000,

Much of this was unpaid. In #p2il , 1895 Shulide committed
sulcide owing to complications in his buwsliness affalirs. Mr.
Donald retired from the receivership in January, 1898 aml Judge
Allen continues in that capacity to the presert time. lhe Yakima
Repubiic, ‘January 26, 1900

( Pale date later danged to March 5)



Moxee.. lrrigation

Messrs Clark and *‘ankin of this city whohave worked so faithfully
for the past 18 months on their scheme to.irrigate a largebody of land
in the Moxee have nw the safisfaction of feeling and knowing that
their dream of rippling water trickling khrough the parched and thirsty
soil of the oxee plains bids fair now to soon becane a blessed
TFealitye.
In the initial work on thoir scheme these enterprising young men
have had many obstacles to contend with, but with absolute faith
in their proposition have perservered in their eflorts to interest
capital in their canal scheme andhave at last received assurances
that all the mone  needed to prosecute and successfully finish the
work will be forthcoming at once.
fhe financial arrangements for carrying on the enterprise have been
consumated with the Clise Investment “Yo. of “eattle, the president
of which-institution is Mr. J.V. Clise, president of the Seattle
chamber of Yommerce.
The last stumbling block to the success of the scheme was removed
last Saturday when the scheool land that remained unsold in sections
16 and 36 in the Nuxee was sold by Auditor Kelso at public auction
at the framt door o the court house. The only bidder was J.W.
Ylise who bid for and bought all the same at the apyraised price of
%10 an acre.
lhe number of acres sold was 800 so the purchase price was
#8,000, This land lies under the proposed canal and was deemed
necessary for the success of the scheme,.
On londay morning Surveyor J.M. Hall was romptly set to work
with a good force of men to cross-section the proposed route in
order that contracts may be male at once and work started as the

f inanfigl backers of the enterprise are said tobe desirous of laving



water running in the ditch by the time the irrigating season opens
next spring.
fhe pro osed canal when cample ted will be 22 miles in length
and not 34 wa was errenously stated by a local paper.
The intake of the high line canal will be the present source
of the Ijounds—Meyer ditch in the east Selah, the new ditch in
fact by arranging with the ounds & Meyer people, absorbs the
present ditch whch will be enlarged to several times 1ts present
capacitye
When the Selah mountain is reached the canal will wind its way around
the base of the hill in a strongly bulld f1 ming of which something
over three miles will be required. A#fter the bip hill is left behind
th worlk will be comparatively easy as the ditch will then for the
balance of the way run through a rich soil, %he lower end
of the canal will be in the neighborhood of the old Nick llgCoy ranch.
a The dimensions of the ditch it is said will be 18 feet on top and
10 feet on ﬂﬂe bottom and will be designed to carry enough water to
irrigate 5,000 acres of land that will be tributary. The land is
especially fertile and will make desirable farms especially so
on account Of its proximity tothis citye. ®n agent of the
company in Iowa has already, it is said ,made arrangements with

G
a number of Hollanders and erman families to occupy a portion of

iV

the land--‘he Yakima ~emeccrat , Yece 1, 1900,



Moxee canal

‘he Selah and Moxee Canal co. last Saturday bid in at auction
760 acres of school lands on t he Moxee in s ctions 16 and 36 of t ownshijp
13 at ¥10 per acre. This was the important step which decided that the
canal would be buillte. “hese lands were ,urchased in the 'name of J .W.
Ciise a prominett business man and baker of Seattle and president of
the Seat tle Chamber of Commerce. Hr-. Cifse with h is brother, H.,R. Clise,
a Seattle lawyer, and thelr sons, Charles and Francis Clise, came over
Saturday morning to be pre ent at the sale which took place =
atthe courthouse that af ternocne

Mr. Ylise said"We of cdurse had been figuring ont he
canal for some ti e but acquiring these lands was the step which decided
us and now we will go rigdht ahsead. ""he suveyors have not
completed thelr wark but they will in about two weeks and*
then we shall lmow mare defini fely inr egard to many points about thé
cons truction of t he canal, § ¥
"The cost will be in the nefghborhood of *¥50,000, Yhecanal will be a
great thing for the Moxce valley. Its surface will b e much higher
than vhat 1s known as the Maxee ditch and it will ster the land
sltuated between the a rtesian wells and that ditch, in all about 6,000
acres of land,"

The ditch will.be in all about 26 miles in length and the *
water will be takenfram t he Yakimar iver at a pont between Seven and
o ight miles above the gap. ‘he dimersion of the ditoh north of the gap
will e 15 feet in width atthe bottom, 30 feet at thetop and about
three feet deep. “hen complet-c 1t will carry 65 to 70 cublc fedt of
water and will beas large as thd Hubbard & Fowler and the Moxee
ditches combined, “he price of the land under the ditch with perpetual
water rights has pee 1 fixed at ¥60 per acre,. he Yakima i

Republic, Nove 30, 1900,



Bids for construction of the Selah & Moxee canal the new irrigatim

be attle on S

enterprise in the lMgxee valley werc opened in aturday
and word was received hers M nday that the contract had: been
awarded °1.:0 RO E.C. Byrlingame, a well known cm tracto.r of this
places Mre. furlingame w. 11l perform construction work for the company
in the amount of r early $50,000 .Aonp 200 men and 100 teams will be
employed and t_he ditch 1s to be ready for use after 100 vy_orking
aayse. |

He 1, as already begun work and parties wi.ll b stationed at various
places along the line and kept busy all winter., “ho:ld the wea ther :oe
favarable so that work could be carried on every day, Mr. Burlingeme's
task will be completed sbout the middle of March. He has 26 miles
o diteh to dig.

Mre. B rlingeme said he expects to pay ¥1,75 and $2 for
men and $3.75 for men and teams. The fluming will be let
in sections to local cap’pen’cie rse %out 1, 000,000 feet of lumber will
be required, ‘ g

..:he project will provide homes far from 100 to 200
famillies and the indications now are that every foot of the
land will be sold to settlers befare the water is turned intp the
ditche It is said that should this enterprise prove as successful
as those who promoted it believe 1t will be,the comple tion of the
nurlingame d% ch will probably follow,® his ditch takes water
from the Na che, and will open up over 10,000 acres of excellent land
near towne. It is intimated that the eastern men back of the Selah

& Moxee will come to the asgistance ofMp, Burlingame
bythe time he f inishes his work for them.--‘he Yakima Hepublic, Yec. 14,

1900, z



Iprigation=-Sunnyside

Elwood Meade,chief of t he irrigation bureau of the agricultural
department was at Sunnyside last week with Prof.%aller of the
agricultural college. Mr. Yeade made arrangements for a sgcientifie
investigation of the dauty of water,

It 1s the purpose of this investigation to cetermine the amount of
water needed in the growth of all kinds of crops. *he relative
quantities required for different products will be ascertained.

The work will be umder the direction of Prof. "aller, assisted by the
Sunnyside farce.

Mr. “eade sele cted the Sunnyside district for tlese experiments
because he I lleves 1t has the pest future of any irrigation
district in the ﬁmted “tates. He considers the water sup ly of the Yakima
valley petter than in any other district. At present large quantities
of water are wasted. Wit}i his investigation completed the pest
methods of conserving the supply and using every inch will te found
out=-‘he Yakima “epublic, Sept. 21, 1900,



Lﬁ¢¢xﬂ;1tzd = 7 Hubbard Ditch

Pioneers

The dgeath of John Haines Hubbard occured atthe family r esidence
inthis cky last ‘riday night at 11 o'cl ck. The prevailing ailment
was Bright's disease, complicated with infirmities of old age.

Hewas born in Pickaway county, Ohio, June 3, 1828 .™s was married
to Miss &jizgbeth 4. Viclkroy in Vermillion county, I1l. on March 2 0,
1850, ihe lssue of this marriage wastwo daughters, M,se Hmma Be
Smith ard Mrs, :lorence M. Lince,

Mre and Mrs. Hubbard went £pom Illinois to California in
the spring of 1875 and thence to Yakima four years later. The
family were the f irst settlers on Nob Hill and Judge Hubbard,
as he was commonly called, originated the plan of the extensive
Irrigation ditch known as the "Hubbard.," This ditch was
often mistaken in the news of the day for the incorporated “Hubbard"
ditch in the Hoxee. *he Nob Hill water course irrigates between three
and fowr thousand acres of the choicest bench land in the county amd
through the rapid increase in value of t hese lands the deceased acquired
a large fortune, much of which he subsequently invested in town
propertye.

John Hubbard was county commissioner from 1892 to 1894. fesides
his daughters , one of them the wife of W,I, Lince, he laaves
two granddaughters, Bjanche I. Smith and Mrs. Florence A. Curry
and one great grandson, Ipa R. Curry.

The Yakima Republic, July 20, 1900,



Ye 2078 River Flow
Storage reservoirs
Sydney 4rnold, gocvernment hydrographer, has prepared a
comparitive sta ement showing the estimated flow of the Yakims
river for the month 6f June In the year 1897, 8, 9 and the
present June so far.

There 1s a suggestive disparity in the flow of the-present June 1lst
and the same day for the previous y ars,

The estimated flow on June 1, 1897 , in cubic feet per second or second
feet, about 50 Yalifornia miners!' inches was 14,946;1A6A64
in 1898 it was 9,534 and in 1899 11,030 and in 1900 only 3,390.

On the seventh day of June it was only a flow of 4,351 cubic feset
per secormd and Mr., Arnold believes there will be but little additional
rise owing tot he absence of snow in the mountains. ‘here 1is food
for reflection in these figures and storage reservoirs may in time become

a general necessity--:he Yakims Republic, June 15, 1900,



Irrigation-Wenas

Ysorge H. Maxwell of “ashington, D.C. wired Fred Chandler, secretmry
ofthe “ommercial clup on Tuesday good mews to the people of the Wenas
and other valleys needing storage reservoirs. The telegram, dated June
5 1s as follows:

"Irrigation appropriation passed senate for 25,000 to cover
surveys for Yakima reservolrs, House votes tomorrow, Jones

favors appropriation.ﬁoth senators with us. Turner made fine speech

f or measure-"The Yakima “epublic, June 8, 1900,



Sunnyside Ditch

The first meeting of the Washingtan Irrigation company was held in
Peattle last M ndey . £rticles of incorporation of the rew company
were flled at Olympla the day before.

'I*'he incorporators are R.H. Denny and Dwight P. Robinson of
Seattle and O.F, Faxton of Portland,

Officers haveb een elected as follows:

William Ladd of Portland , pres dent;  eorge Donald of

North Yakima vice president; D.?, Robinson, secretary; R.H. D enny, treasurer;
and general manager. ‘he board of trustees 1s composed of William
Ladd, George Donald, John 8. Bartlett of “oston and R.H. Denny and D,P,
Robinsonthe company is incorporated for one-half million dollars, one
half of which 1s paild up and one half in bonds,.

0..F. Paxton stated at Seattle that the company proposes to
make every effort to settle the lands under the ditech .Heg also
said "We intemd to add another 25 miles of ditch at once amd in the
future we will build a railroad to take in the richest part of the
district. '{‘his road will probably run framn the Toppenish station
on the N rthern Pacific in a nartheast and southeast course and rejoin
the main line at Prosser. Our head office will be at Seattle and
oax cashier will be Mr, J.R., Walthew." lhe Yakima "epublic,

May 16, 1900



In his suit David Longmire, who settled onthe “enas in 1871
sought to eﬁjoin all the settlers above him on this stream from
using the water on theground that he was entitled to have the full
flow of the &treambecause he was s prior riparian settler., He maintained
thatthose above him wers nd enti tled touse ;iater out of the streame
because they had settled alonglts banks subsequent to its settlement,
The f act of Longmire's priority of settlement wa: established.
4 the time of his settlemes all the lanis abooe him on t he Wenas
belonged to the public domain, Sinece 1871 Mr. Iongmire has had
extensive aultivation of lands, gradually bringing a large acreage
under irrigation. During this time other settlers lad loca ted a bove
him onthe Wenas amd 1ikewlse began to draw upon the creekf or
irrigating waters, Lxpensive improvements had beenmade both by the
plaintiff aml the numerous defendants, so thathardship and
loss of eﬂ.pendéd .labor and momey must cone to all, _
'f'he litigation was started in the fall of 1898 by Mr. Longmire.
The trial of t he case came off in June 1899 and the judge has had
the matter under moré or less constant consideration since that time;
there were betweesn 30 and 40 deferdants in the suit and these
represened perhaps 150 persons interested in the outcome. The plaintiff
was represented by Whitson & Parker and H.J. Snively. "_"'he defendants by
Graves & Epglehart,Jones & Guthrie , Pogle & Rigg and Snyder
_& Preble=-‘ne Yakima Republic, #pril 27, 1900,





