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COMMERCE=-INTERIOR TO DEVILCP AIRPORTES
NEAR NATIONAL PARKS AND MONUMENTS

WASHHINGTCN, D.C,, May 8 =-- Legislation recently
approved by President Truman makes possible the development
of alrports ncar the cntrances of national parks and monu-
monts; 1t was anncunced jcintly by the Departments of
Commcrce and Interior today.

Under the new act; Public Law 460, the Secretary of
the Interior 1s authorized to acquire, construct; operate;
and maintain public airports outside but close to the
entrances of these areas, The projects will be snonsored
by the Department of Interior in cooperation with local
governmental acencles and with the assistance of the Civil
Aeronauvtics Administration of the U, S, Denartm-nt of
Cmnmerce; oursuant to the Federal Airport Act of 19486,
Autherization for an anprorriation of $2;OO0,000 to the
Department of Intcrior for this program is contained in
the new act,
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Secretary of Commerce Charles Sawyer stated that
ailrports located near our national parks will give an added
stimulus to civil aviation and espccially to personal flying
all over the country. The Secrctary added that, following
studics made jointly by the twe agencies, airport sites
tentatively have bcen selcocted in closc proximity to the
entranccs of the mejor parks and monuments, Scveral will
be included in ZAA's National Airport Plan for 1650, in-
cluding onc near ‘Vicst Ycllowstonc, tontana, to secrva
Yellowstene National Park, The cxisting fiecld does not
meet minimum acceptable standards and scheduled services
to that airport werc abandoned in 1948,

Intcrior 3ccrotary Oscar Chapman stated:

"This logislaticn hol s out the pProsncct that,

within the next few ycars, both commercial and

plcasurc plancs will have facilitics for reaching

the national parks and momricnts without any nced

of installing landing ficlds and appurtcnant facilitics

within them, We have been mindful of the Congrcsssion-

al mandate that thcsc arcas must bo protccted without
scrious-damagc to or modification of the landscapec.

Howcver, we are just as mindful of the fact that the

airplanc is an important mcans of cnabling persons

living at great distances from theo parks to visit

thcem during comparatively short vacation pcriods,

With this cxtended authority, we can now move forward

to formulatec a construction pProgram designed to nmeet

thc needs of air travelers,"

Sccretary Chapman attributed th- now authority largely
To the coopcration cxtended to the Department of the Intcrior
by the Civil Acronautics Administration, Hc pointed to

other instances of such coopcration by the CA4A and mentioned
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specifically CAA Administrator D, W. Rentzel's rccent
agrcement to show on the backs of sccticnal acronautical
charts; 2lcng with other navigational and airport data;
information re=arding the nrincipal naticnal parks and
monuiarnts within arcas covered by each chart, Information
to bc incorporatcd on forthcoming charts will includc a
vicinitv map of thc park or parks concorncd; and a statc-
nent that; In the 'intcrest of prescrving the natural
featurcs of the aroa; Departricent ¢f the Intcecrior rogulations
cannot pecrmlt alrcraft landings within the parks. But
flycrs arc invitcd to vicw thesc arcas from the 2ir and
visit thom en the ground aftor landing at e ncarby airport,
The charts will also contain a statcamarnt that the
Sccrctary of the Interior hwzs rcoussted pilots to maintain

altitudes at lcast 2,000 fcct a2bove the terrain, so that

the quict cnjoyarnt of the rarks will not be distrubed,
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May 11, 1950
CAA ANNOUNCES 1960
NATIONAL AIRPORT PLAN

WASHINGTON, D.C., May 1ll-- The 1950 National Airport
Plan listing 5;093 locations at which airports should be
constructed or improved to mect existing and anticipated
demands for air servicc over the next three years was
announced today by D. W; Rentzel, Administrator of Civil
Acronautics.

This is the fourth in a serics of such pl&ns preparcd
by the CLA under the Federal Airport Act of 1946; which
requircs the Administrator to preparc and revise annually
a three-year forccast of airport construction or development
projects consldered hecessary to provide a system of public
airports adoduate for thc needs of civil acronautics,

No funds; Fedcral or sponsor; arc assured by inclusion
of a location in the Plan; However, on the basis'of ap-
propriations to be¢ made by the Congress; The CAA will
include in its coming fiscal year program those locations

which according to thec Plan show thc greatest rneed.
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For its omm guidance; the CAA has estimated the cost of

the work outlined in the Plan at $988;033;0O0; which broken
dovn would be $445,688;OOO in Federal and $482;345;OOO in
gponsor funds,

Anong the 5'095 locations listed in the 1950 Plan;

4 964 arc within the contingntal limits whilc 129.arc in
the territories, Of the total projbcto, 2,316 arc for
improvement of existing airports while 2,777 are - fior
complotely new ficlas,

The 1930 Plan lists 2 465 Class 1 -1roorts; the
smallest tynv, of which 1,848 would bn ncw and 617 for
improvemont; 1 078 Class II ajrports of which 440 are ncw
and 638 arc for improvcment; 57 Class TII airport@; of
which 143 arc ncw and 454 for 1mprovomrnt; 575 Class IV and
larger airportﬁ; of which 25 arc new znd 580 for improvoment,
In addition; 512 scaplanc bases and €66 heliports are listed
in the Plen,

The 19560 Plan is broxon down by States and cach project
listed shows prescnt and propoesed class of airport; type of
scheduled air SQTViCQ; and status under the Federal Airport
Act, State sumnarics break the complcte Plan dovm by
airnort class; nevr ﬂlrpor,u; thosc recommended for impreve-
ment and estimatced cost in Fedcecral and sponsor funds,

Comicgs of the 1950 National Airport Plan may bc obtain-

ed frc the U,.S5, Government PLlﬂulﬂ” Qffice, Washington 25,

Dsla aith 5475 DX CORY.
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