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Yhen Palmer addressed the councll he said:E&,boo«like—%hﬂ,gnaund_mhere

i\

“e do not come to steal your land, "e pay you more than it is worth. There

is the "matilla Valley that affords a 1little good land between two streams

and all around it 1s a parched up plain, What i1s 1t worth to you, what is gt
1’

worth to us? Not half what we have offered you for it, “h#\ﬂQJP&gD?ﬂBP\SG

Klp wrote that all but the Nez Perce were disinclined to the treaty and
added:"it was melancholy to see their reluctance té abandon the old hunting
- grounds of their fathers and their impotent strugsle against the overpovering
influence of the whites.ﬁ
Before the council closed that fateful day Stevens spoke ezain, asserting:
"eosKamlakin the great chief of the Yakimas has not spoken at all(ﬁhs
people have no voice here today. He is not ashamed to speak? He is not afraid

to speak? Then speak out. Owhi is afrald to lest God be angry at his selling

his land, ery b an




héaftn—mréff@cmusk%oom1'The treat#M111 havé to be drawn up tonight., You

an see it tomorrow. ‘he Nez Perces must not be put of f any longer, You can

| /see 1t tomorrow, @hﬁ\ﬂckfﬁnpcénzmuétfﬂggzbe#p»t_g££\gny<LauyN&;1rhis bus iness

must be dispatched,"

J?o the council adjourned to reconvene Er@ey,June 8, when Stevens and Pal mer

agree To
talked again addressing the chiefs who refused to meed®88EBRD the treaty .

About this Xip wrote:"He told them as they do not wish to go on the Nez
Perces Beservation he would offer them another res%¥vation which would masies
embrace part of the 1a£ds on which they were now living. Afterthis of’"er had
been clearly explained to them and considered, all acceded to it except
one tribe, the Yakimas,

"It seemed as if we were setting on charmingly and the end:of all
difficulties whksm were mmamw at hand when suddenly a new explosive element
dronped into this 1ittle nolitical caldron. Just b efore the council
ad Journed a runner arived with news that Looking Glass, the War chief
of the Nez Perces was coming, Y%vernor Stevens and Genersl Palmer went
ot tgmeet them... Looking Glass without dismounting from his hor:e made
A 8hort and violent speech, which I afterwards learned was as T Suspected,

an expression of his indignation of their selling the country.’
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{ip's journal continues:

"Saturday, June 9th, *his morning the old chief, Lawyer, ceme down and took
 bfeakf+st with us. *he Council did not meet t111 3 o'clock and matters seemed
to have rcached a crisis. ‘he tresty must either be soon accepted, or the
:f tribes will separate in hopeless bad feeling, On the strength of the assent
yesterday given by all the tribes, except the Yakimas, the papers were
Stgmed -
drawn up adxk and brought into the Council to bE-QEIIGiiﬁéﬁﬂ by the principal
MmoeR &
chiefs. Yovernor Stevens once mese--for Looking Glass! beneflt,--explained
the principal points In the tresty, and among other things told them there

would be three reservations--the Cayuses, the "alla Wallas and the

Unatillas, to be placed upon one, the Nez Perces on another--and the xakimas

on the third, and that they were not to be removed to these reservations for
two or three years., Looking Glass refis ed to sign 1t, Which had Such an

effect," Kip ¥rote," that not only the Ne, Perces but all other tribes

then arose and made a strong speech against the treaty..,and the Qouncil

was ad journed until Monday." 1n4thh,mBanwﬁilax4t~fﬁ“3uppﬁasdftheJ

th campé't day The Wez Perpes ave been gll dgy lehg holdiAg a/coudeil

am themgelves, Bpf it is Tepresentled » the Dropositicdd has been maie to



appo/int 1.8/ head chlie _omn_l.-*_am;r o lesterday—whitef Tooking]

S1aps was p?lgk_wi:r_}g_‘. wyer left/the Counc. ub.i_dl of theMm/are digpgsed

to regard ps the p 18 plabe. Phould shis——prdpen ‘iiﬁ-=— feried
sge & = .‘A“ . Y o |

"Monday, Juné 1llth, Before breakfast we had a visit from “awyer with

into-&
S
gome other Indlans, 4t 10 o'clock the Gouncil met, E}.ovemor Stevens opened
it vi th a short speech, at the close of whlch he asked the chiefs to come
forward v d sign the papers., This they all did without thé least opposition;
What he had been doing with Looking glass s ince last Saturday we cannot
imagine, but we suppose the savaze nature in the wilderness ls the same ns'

civilized nature was in England in Walpole's day and "every men has his

price," §
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Euch was the journal of an “rmy officer who three yve.rs later participated

Qast oF Jhe Colambics
in the camnaign with Colonel ﬁeorge Ypight Messee—Swizmse whero the

gttle of Four Lakes was fought, and then in the Battle of Spokane Plains,

that terminated h ostilitles,

The voluminous z;fficial Fé;ceedings at the Qéuncil h&&duatﬂthe\ﬂeuﬁeééa

&
ns glves

-

Nal,

Under entry of May 28 1t is stated:"4t 11 e m, Kamiskun,Owhi and Skloom,

Yakima chiefs came.. .

.'The Yakimas were also

accompanied by delezates from the Pahwanwappem, Pisquouse, "enatshapam and
Palousejﬁndiams, all tribes or bands acknowledging Kamaikun as their head

chief,

"The next day, the Cakima chiefs attended and llstened to an explanation

of the objects had in view by the government in proposing to treat wl th

them.'fhey continued to attend from day to dey and Covernor Stevens stated

to them fully the terms of the Ireaty.

"Phe Yakima chiefs made no reply...until the 8th day of June when upon
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the request of Governor Stevens that he would speak his mind Kamalakun spoke

briefly saying, in effect, that many of his people had leftftheir country,
CcaLaPooa (N @Jhuywa

some had zone to the Caloopooyegﬂcountry, some to Nisqually snd some to

the Taih. He wished the Americans to settle in his caintry on the Waggon

Road. “e spoke for his peéple, not for himself &l one., He wished no goods for

himself. He was tired talking and waiting here and wished to get back to

his garden,
"Skloom eand Owhil spoke but only in a general man-er, aad the Uouﬁcil
ad journed, it being understood that the Ygkame chiefs had determined to
return home the next dsay.
-f @-"Inatbe evening Governor Stevens had a lengthy interview with Skloom whieh
did ngéviésult in anything éonclusive, but in the morning, June 9th, at an
early morning hour, “amédkun visited Eovernor Btevens aﬁd announced his
determination to return hoﬁe fhat day; “=%. Stevens endeavored to convince
him that it was better to reflect upon the course he, the head chief of his
nation was about to pursue; whether it would result in good or evil to his
PeOPleess
"Kamigkun said he was tired of hearing so much talking; he himself

did not wish to be head chief; but since they all sald he must talk, must

be the chief; well let it be so., He would now speak. He would make the
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treaty proposed; he liked the reservation snd wished to collect there his

people; they were much scattered. pave a8 § me L

dre AT o—would “uridertrRe—teo—goverm He was satisfied wi th the reservation

iIn his country, but desired a small plece of land at the place called
Wenatshapam vhere the Indians take many fish--for the Pisquouse & Methoggif
He wished the papers written.so hhat he might sign them today and go
home e e

"Kemalkun was present at the general caincil during the day but_did’not
:speak; and In the evening and immedigt ely after the adjournment of the
Coumt¢il he called upon Yvermor Stevens for the 11reaty and signed its
Owhi and Skloom did the same, as dild also the Palouse chief, Kahlatoosé,
and all the chlefs present named by Kamaiakun as being under his jurisdiction.
Several chiefs of the bands at galles and sbove , who were in attendance
during the first days of the council, had returned home to catch thelr usual
supp5y of s-lmon, these “amiakun sald, as also all he had named , would sign
the treaty whenever 1t wes presented to them if Yov ernor Stevens thought

it necessary.

L x '
"The “reaty was then duly witnessed and the Youncil with the Yakimas
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declared adjourned.

"On Monday the 1lth, the goods, presents for the Yaekemas were nortioned

"Kamaikun said he had never taken goods from the whites as presents;he
did not wish them now but when the‘?reaty was pronounced good by the President

. B "\,"t S
then he would live on the Yakima Heservation and accepf\htfrshare of the

annuit%izuffsvatEizuE:y?ents." T, et o U et «
When he was invited to spesk on June 4, Kamaikun said:

"I have something different to say then the others said., It 1is young
men who have spoken; I have been afraid ofthe white men, their doings afe
different than ours. Your chiefs are good, perhaps you have spoken straiéht,
that your children will do what 1s right, let them do as they have promised.
This 1s 8ll I have to say.'j
- ‘*hen4ng,adgpesggd—ths’cnunetT\June\E, Governor Stevens sald, “t—tie

oS :

LfYou will be allowed to pasture your animals on land not claimed or

occupled by settlers, white men., You will be allowed to go on the roads to

take your things to market, ycur horses and cattle. You will be allowed

to zo to the usual fishing places and fish in common with the whites and

o 2

to get roots and berries and to kill game %§-¥gg"la;d rem
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occupled by the whites; all this outside the reservat ion,"
When he spoke, Owhi, ome. of the Lok ime ei=istmy sald:

"God gave us day and night, the night to rest in , and ;t:.he day to sé‘e,-

¢ \\' g
and that as long as the earth shall last, he gave us the morning Wiemeswr .\ . &

1Mw@od looked oﬁe way then and the other and named our
lands for us to take care of, God made the other.we did not make the oth;ar,(
WA Wd het\naky A, Me made 1t to last forever. It 1s the earth that lsour
.parent or it 1s Yod is our elder brother, This leads the Indim to ask where
doés this talk come from that you have been glving us, (;od made this earth
and 1t listens to [‘éim to know what He would decide. The Almighty made us and
raveus brreath; we are talkling together and God hears all that we say
foéay. @od looks down upoh his children today as 1f we were all In one body.
He 1s going to make one body of usg uerThdlerk fredent \aveLlobened to,

ta 8 it e ]

"God named this land to ws that I1s the reason I am afraid to say any=-
thing about this lend, { am afraid of the laws of tle #imighty, this is

the reason * am afraid to speak of the land. I am a"raid of the Aimighty that

that is the reason of my heart being sadp/sris—N _the rossoh I teaTod-

» Hi
-,
e
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Mran,&mefmw\the'ﬂmi—gm. “hall L stesl this land

and sell 1t? Opr what shall I do? This is the reason my heart is sad.
"My friends, %d made our bodies from the earth as if they were different

from the whites. "hat shall I do. Shall I give the lands that are a part of

my body and leave myself poor and destitute? Failr N-Sey Dwiil-piveyoumy

"I love my life 1s the reason why I do not give my lands away, wmrefesid

rE

T’My peop are fAr away, twﬁey' go/not Ve vour | ds’ AE 1s 0 reghon
why I/fceanngp xxa/gife you ar gx'swer \ngw, I skow you hy Heart 1s Lg’ alQl/T

ave 0Q Bay

When Skloom spoke, he sagérSaid’

nile; that

1s the reason the Indians 1lik ‘th place where 'ey nave thelr gardens;



T mie “hy should I speak a great deal? We are not bargaining for lots, you
know your own country above, you sel-ct your piece of lend and pay a price
for it. My friends, I have understood what you have sald;when you give me

what 1s just for my land you shall have it,"
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Stevens left the WeFIBWalle €ouncil grounds with his party of 22 and

on the east bank of the Migso la R'ver--seven and one-half miles northwest
of present Missoula~-met the Elathead, Upper Pend d'Ore!llle and Kutenail tribes,
concluding a treaty with them July 16. This ceded 25,000 square miles of land.
On October 16 he met with three Blackfoot tribes and others near the mouth
of Judith Eiver where a treaty was signed the next day. Pefore he could
- return fo tfeat w th the Spokane,Colville and Uoeur d'Alene a courler reached
him bringing word of the outbreak of war,
Stevens never lived to write a history of the treaty, beset as he wss
by administfative dutles, but his son Hazard “tevens wrote the two volume
Life of General Isa:c I, Stevens, in later years. General Stevens was killed
at the Battle of Chantilly, Virginia in the Civil "ar, when he was 44 years
old,
Doty, his secretary who made advance prepear at ions for the Council of
Walla Walla and met the chiefs 1In the Vakima country, killed himself
‘at Olympla two years later, shooting himself throuszh the head, an action
that was not Immediately explained,
Fglmer returned to Yayton, Orezon and from there wrote that "an extensive
country has been purchased and is now open to settlement, Bhe very thing

the tresty chlefs had feared was taking place.jﬁhat was on July 6 before

[

the outbréak of war,
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Stevens, writing the same month to the superintendent of indian affairs
stated:
"By an express provision of the treaty the country embraced in the

cession and Included 1In the reservation is open to settlement. Citizens

are requested to apply to sub-agent A,J, Bolon. A similar notice was

Onegom,

published in the Umpqu%,uazette.

EnQ;an6\,;t“wg3«pp{hted’TTam_J&%y”39’ﬁ3~36ﬁt§ﬁEBr—ig/EE~a’66Bt,ef”Q56NIL¢

The tresty had been signed, but certainly not with the free will of

the chiefs., And though signed the Lakima country, instead of belng protected
@Brainst Incursions of settlers and gold hunters was overrun with those
questing for bright metal or tall bunchgrass, “ettlement was encouraged and

of course the Yakima felt © helr homes were to be torn from them as ;ﬁi:g&ﬁﬁﬁ
south of the “olumbia,

“he Inevitable took place as FesRwms Browne wrote in his of ficlal
report:

"A war took place--an expensive and disastrous war from the effects of

which the territories will suffer for many years.

"essIt was @& war of destiny--bound to take place whenever the causes

reached their culminating pcinte.."
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Before this, Kamiakin,»by,twmm was & SEeeren frlend of the

King Georze Men and the Boston Men--the English and the Americans. He was

/) U?musfaucg_
compelldd to become a war chief}and emerged a martyﬁyfﬂﬁaiﬁiéﬁﬁéahhdisundepe¢£wg

1t 1s not logical that Kaniakin believed that the Yakima victory over awo
companies of “rmy regulars, iIn a battle that commenced October 3,1855 on
Loppenish Creek southesst of Fort ®imcoe State Park, would be repeated in
encounters that were sure to follow, Nor & 1s it logilcal to believe that

\euvu»iQLWWN

he thoucght thejﬁgg;;E_;§J%;; blue coated troops at Steptoe Sﬁtte, May 16-17,
1858 (the battle of *ohotonimme) in which he stood with his warriors
side by side with the Coeur d'Ajenes, Spokanes and Palouse, would be a lasting
victory.

Owhi's speech, showing how he felt about the ¥EFtk sacred Earth, may
explaih why'Kﬁﬁiakin pursued the course he did, knowing it could havée but

one ending. The faith of the Yakima leaders was in the Barth. W\m

Ao ev -1 1 5

- @t the TReaby Coumdil >
Kamiak in spoke pla%n\lyT and everyone heard him. He spoke clearly and

whow Ao,
everyone understood him}hm:b-e told Stevens:

"Your chiefs are good, perhaps you have spoken straight, that your children

will do right. Let them

AAan ae blaaer Lhaecea wecamafa 0 Mnadit e —m o - . "
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There are many letters and documents consernng the causes of the
Lakima War,They have been hidden by the yeaws,

Une wns written by Father Jean Chdrles Pandosy 0.M,I, at the Aitanum
Mission while Kamlakin stood by dictating a message to the soldiers, less
than two months after the treaty,

"Write to the soldlers," Kemiakin spoke, eand ”d:her_Pandosy wrote.,

(s)

"Tell them we are quiet friend(s) of (the) American, that we are not
thinking of war, fhe way the governor (Stevens) has talked to us and the
Cayuse has irritated us,

"If the governor had told ﬁg, 'my ch!ldren I am asking you (for a)
plece of land (for ) each tribe, but the land and -or couptry is 8till
yours, we would have glven‘willingly » 8nd we would have llived with
the others as brothéfa.

"But he has taken us and thrown us out of our country in & strange land
among & people who 18 our enemy, in a place where its people do not even
, haxeaxouxhaxx have enough to eat,

"Then we have sald, now we know perfectly the heart of the Americans,
They hanged us without knowing 1f we are right or wrongj;but they have xamksx

never killed or hanged one American, though there Is no plece where an

American has»not “11led savagesS e



S
(@.—a.wzfﬂ“rmu"““"'m’“*h““ ﬂ“’“’”% )

LrARe S0

There are many letters and documents

Wi tinceresitagenkii conce % the Yakira War, 7#

u‘m;,—
One?%.yitten by Fatherﬁf’andosy m while Kemigkin stood by , é&%

e §ol deonewe fons e Trs ho bl a74,

1]

Kamiekin spoke---and ‘_lat her Pandosy

'"Write to the soldiers,

wrote.

"Tell them ti=mt we -a80 are quiet, 1E‘ri»-3m<'f1S toiamericens, that we are not

. 7%
thinking of wzar)“a'tzwﬁ.; mZhG way dm—sisbmesthe governor (Stevens)

has talked to us ®mk and the Cayuse has irritated us. €

"If the sovernor had told us &4 'my children, I sm asking you a——ﬁ_ LQ‘)
piece of tmd T oueh & vibs fop the Americans, but The and your ¢ ountry
1s 8till yours, we would have given willingly what he would have asked us
and we woulé have lived with the othes as brothers.

"But he ha$ talken us in number and thrown us out of our metws country
in a strange lsnd smong a people who is our enemy, In a place where
i1ts people do not even have enough to eat .

"Then we have sald, now we know perfectly the heert of the Americens.
Tbey hanged us v@Shdd@ without knowhg if we ere right or wrong; but
they have never killed or hanged one American, t hough there 1s no place
where an Americen ha§ not killed savages...

You want Eerefome=to—meie us die of famine, 1little by little.

"It is better for us to die at once.

"It 1s you governor who X@&H has wm ted war...

"Then we took common cause with our enemy to defend SEt=F=sstE>r our
nationality and our country,

#However the war was not going to start so soon, but the Ameri.czanzls,
who were goling to the mines having shot some saveges because they did not

want to glve them their wives, w{have taken the c are of defending



ourselves., af( de_)
"Then came Mr. Bolon who hes—stzowpty insult-d us, threetened us. &% war

and death...

"If the soldiers and the Americans will cdR€64649&4-0508030GETEIMNS

efdlEFead retire or treat friendly, we will consent to put down

arms and grant them a plece of land, end that they donot force us to

be exiled from our native country... Lf we lose;the men who keep the

camp WOER in which ere the wives and cur childrexn will k;}.l them r ather than

see them fall into t he hands of the Americans to make them thelr toys. For
n

we have hesrt and respect ourselves...

t‘fhe let ter was written August 7,1855 ,from the o0ld mud and willow
mission of the Ahtanum .71/ 42 MMLJ Lrerdlonn 62 it dtvras
fohthen saic et ield,,
wrote a reply on =, N JU.

Majg) Rains , commanding troops in t he

-3

_2;1,,,:1'3,1855 from the headquarters of the Yakima expedition , the
‘mission itself, November 13,1855,

™ «e. you say now ," if we willbe quiet, and male friendship, you will
not war with us but give a plece of land to all the tribes," ! “ains
wrote to Kamiakin.

"We will not be quiet , but will war forever until not a Yakima
breaths in the land he calls his own. The river only we will let retain
this name to show to gl 1 people that here the Yakimas mce lived.

®. .o.the treaty which you complain of, though signed by you, gave

you tooc much for your lands, which are most of all worthless to the
91086 white man; but we are not sorry, for we are able to give, and 1t would
have benefited you.
2’... my kind advise to you, as you willsee, 1s to scatter yourselves
among the Indian t ribes moere opeaceable, and there forget vou ever

were Ysk imas, " G.J. Rains, Major, U,s.A., “rigadier-Ceneral W,T,

Commanding troops in the fleld,
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s ing\tom o 6
At the outset of the war Major Granvills 0, Hel lerm marched confidentally

e \ e fRoops
out from The Dallesuré%h=i§EZEEE:EEBQé§, most of “hese—wh€ were mounted

on
rid2zg mules, lThey north 65 miles across the Simeoe Mountains,

the old fisherles , root digging beds and hunting places of the Yakimas,
and were confronted by Kamiakin's warrliors on fop-nish Creek,
Took
Haller <we=®=d along a mountain howlitzer which he believed would strike
fear and terror into indian hearts., But their love for t helr homes wa;aéu@%
strongeggthan the howltzer's booming volce .Amsr e aoram and their
victory was declsive, Haller was routed aad—"fh—eomsidersble~lows so he

xretreated and left the howltzer behind with other equipage.,

[Epe "lost howltzer" beceme a 1egen%)i&zhébfh€Q§ékimaq4 in reality an

ShAFT i
unseen monument more enduring than anykhiucﬁ/of granite, becaug® of what

1t represents, the legend has persisted wewes—to—mod=r—igrs, even though

Colonel Yright recovered it and took it back to The Dalles.,
Hgller's defeat of course gpread hostilities north and south of the
Columbia and into the %alla Walla \/alley.

Lt brought concentrations of United © tates troops and Volunteers
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who employing superior fire power ywithrmoramodéraweenons terminated

hostilities with Colonel wrigh’c's campaign, September 17,1858, east of the

8olumbia.

and tha

Byt before this there was a campaign into the Yakima Valley, sweiwstwd
bat tle at Twin Suttes whose old name was Peh Hu Ta wuit (Where Mountains
lake a ﬁap), located just below present Union Gap.
It was during this period that Fort Simcoe was bullt fok thewultipurpese

Fo Protect
of—prebeedtmz the Indlans from the overanxlous settlers and as a military

.. d;potx#h_ausrawahgng&xigpamen;,
Before the campaigns ended there were severasl letters ﬁritﬁan.that reflect
the feeling of the times,

R.R., Thompson,:f%dian agent writing ffom The Dalles to Superintendent
Palmer on January 20,1856 , and referring to the situation in the “alla
walla’Whllay beéause of the presence of the Volunteers said:

"News from the Walla walla gives an account of the mosf shameful
‘treatment of the settlers and friendly Indiens... i1f their lives were in
danger when surrounded by hostile Indians, they are doubly so now,"
" The death of the "alla walla chief, Peo Peo Mox Mox, head chief of the
Wglla Walla and a @9BEHEF signer of the treaty with the walla Walla, *ayuse

and Umatilla at the time of the Yakima Treaty, came In for singular

documentation,





