war Yept,., Letters Rectd 54-58 HDG
hegad Guarters Scuthern “rmy
Fort Leland March 3i, 1856
His E&xcellency, Geo L. Curry
Yv. Ore, Territory, ®alem, 0,T,
¥y dear sir:
I have the honor to meke the followinz report of the troops
under my command,
On the 22nd ulto, L gave orders to Hajor Pence (v Bence)
to move with his comtand to Illinois Valley to secure that part of the
country , end if possible to find 0ld John's band of Indians,.
Bence immediately reported to the head quarters of the Southern ﬁattalion
and gave the necesasary orders for & merch, Mis movement on the
233 inst. (?? His movement )As they we:e about startling news came
into cemp of Jorn band being on the trail to Crescent City and theat
they had that dey killed three men and tnat t hey wore then attacking
the home of Mr. Hay. “apt. 0'™eal's company hestened to the assistanee
of tB6 Mr, Hay and in getiing there had to run through the whole
of the enemy's line, some 200 strong. As soon as Bence came upsm the
Indians retrected from the house and took to the mountains. Yajr
Bance then with hiis coﬁxmnd comnenced gotting the fanilies in the
seoction of country in e condition to protect t hemselves, In the
moan time the enemy vere endenvoring to kill all the mules and
horses they could find on thelr retreat, Major Boace pursued the
Indilens some five miles fighting all ths way,. Three of his men were
killed and some 10 or 12 Indiens killed., Nisht coming on tho men
drove off the Indlans still retresting towards the mountains,
On the 22nd ulto I ordered a detachment consisting of 100
men of the Worthern ﬁattalion under the com-and of major Latshow (?)

to gather on Cow Creek, On the 23rd they ell in with from 75 to
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80 Indians six miles below Fort Smith . The figat here comwenced,
the men pursiie (or pushl!rg) forward end the enemy retresting. Some
thirty Indiens were collected on a hill to the right of the bittle
ground at this time and one of the spys lookins throuch a glass
discovered a white man emong the Indians on the hill, Lst. Lieut
Combs of the Benton Yo, ¥ompany wus ordered to take 30 men and
charge the enemy on the hill, lakgkimrkxfRzmbg which he dicd gsllently
killing one Indien and cepturing & mule, saddle blankets end a palr
of bootss +he voluntecrs drove the eremy right end 1«ft beating them
in all directions. *he enemy lost four killed, certein, end had meny
wounded, Pour mules and two horses were captured, One whl te man
killed of Shefrield's company,and one of the epy company wounded .
Great oredit is due to these brave volunteers who have driven the
indiens from the trail and are still in pursuit of them.

Capte. Leben Brouys (?) comment thet e fight with some 75 Indians
six mlles south of Camaas Valley. (sic ) ?he enemy came into the
valley 1t appears to sweep the settlements. Upon lxmemimx hearing it
Cant. Brouyes with 35 men started in pursuit and came up with the
enemy in the mountains leading to the meadows [rom the north. Ae soon
as “Yept. (Maybe Byouy) ceme up with the *ndlens he im-ediately
divided his comiend and chergsd thedh right end lcft and complstely
" routed tmEmx end defested them, killins three Indlens which they
found on the ground, one with a Javy sized pistol still tightly
grasped in his fist, thoush dead. The commend followed the Indlans
about a mile until the men were completely exhausted for want of water.
They were then ordered to return to camp, ?he company ., both officers
and men beheved in such & manner as to ixmxxi¥ixhex entitle them
to the highest praise of every citizen of our country. Allow men to
mention the obligstions we ars under to 'aj, Pence and the men under

hime
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Major Latham and the brave boys from the north ss well as Yapt,
Puoss (Looks lik  Poss this time) un Tt. M ore, becth of whom
have been in the service all winter,

I have ordered 60 men from Capt. Buoss' mmmmemd company to follow
the indiens and if possible to fall in with Col., Kelsey and Major
Lathem at the Biy Bend of Cow Croek. Col, Exix Kolsey bids fair to
be a very active of ficer and mmy my confidence is unlimited in Lt, Col,
Chapman 8ll of whom are very ..se of 8uccoss,

| “ith my rcspects, L am sir,
Your mbat obdt. servt,.
John K, Lamerick,
Brig. Yen, 0,7,

John R, Hale, aicdede~ cemp,
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