Priest Rspids.., (walla walla,.Snake River. (GOing npstream) 1811

Alexander Ross, édventures on tke Oregon.

On the 12th(August 1811) ..which suddenly terminated in two huge bluffs
me on each side of the river exactly opposite to each other. ;her iver
petween these bluffs lies right scath and north. The banks of the
river then become low with sanmd and gravel and the plains open full to
view , particulary on the east side.

Close under the r ight bluff issues the meandering Walla ¥Walla
a begutiful 1little river lined with weeping willows. It take its
rise in the blue mountains already noticed, At t e mouth of the

Yalla Yalla a large band o Indians were encampede...
eeothe men were generally tall, raw-boned and well-dressed having
all buffalo rohes, deerskin leggins, very w ite and most of them
garnished with porcupine quills. T heir shoes were al so trimmed
ard painted red; altogether their appeaance indica ted wealth,
lheir voices were strong and masculi.ne am their language differed
from any we had hesrd pefore, The ﬁronﬁn ware garments of well dressed

(higuas)
deerskin down totheir heels, many of them richly garnished with beads
0649 @fAOtid and other trinkets legginsand shoes similar to those of them
mn. ' heirfaces were painted red. On the whole they di ffereted widely in
appearance fran the piscatory tribes we had seen along the river,

The trives assembled were the Walla “alias, the “haw
Heptens and the Cajouses,farming altogether about fifteen hundred

souls. The Shaw Haptens and Cajouses with part of the Yalla
Wallas were ‘'armed with guns amd the othe rs with bows and arrows,

lhe names of the pricipal chiefs (in order of the tribes)

Tumma tapam, %uill-Quills-Tyck-a-Pester and Allowcatt.

Tie plains were literally covered with horses of which there could not
have b een less thanfour thousand in sight of the camp.
Onthe 13th Tummatapam would not let us go till we had breakfasted

on soms fine fresh salmon. Hg told us he wouldbe at



L

the forks before us,

o...The Walla VWalls ..are low aml thecountry a roeable...After
passing tlree islands we arrived att e forks late in the(06 evening
and there encamped far the night.

The crowd of Indians assembled at tha & place wa immsnese and among
the rest was ow friend '-L'ummatapam, the Indians smoked danced and chanted
8l1l night, as usual, while we kept watch inturn.

(The forks of the Columbia and “nake river)

On the 1l4th early in themorning what did we see waving

friumphantly in the air at the confluence of the +two great branches
(Snake and @olumbia) but a British flag hoisted in the

middle of the I'dian camp,planted there by Mr, Thompson as he passed
with a written paper laying claim to the country north of the forks as
Biit ish territary. This edict hOHO interdicted the subjects of other
state fram trading north of that station; and the I“dians at first
seemed tonint that we could not proceed up the north b ranch and were
Bather dilsposed to prevent us by saying that Koo-Koo-Sint, meaning
Mr. Thompsa, had told tem so, pointing at the same time to t he s outh brA
branch as if to intimate that we might trade there. “he chiefs likewise
stated that Koo-Koo-Sint had given them such and such things and among
others the Britishflag and they should n@® see his commands respected;
but that if Mr., Stuart would give them mare than Koo-Koo-Sint had done

then he woud be the greatar chief and might g0 where he plea sed.

Juncti on

“t yhe junction of the two great branches of the (olumbia the c oun try
avund is open ard very pleasant and seems t o be a great resort or general
rendezvous far the Indians on all important occasions . “he southeas ®#n
branch is knowm &8 by the name of Lewis' river the north by that of
Ula ks in honor of the first adventurers(The Snake river was named in
honor of Captain Lewis but C 1ark 8 namew as applied not to the Columbia

1tself as Roes would here indicate but to the na thern tributary which



is 8till known as Cjark's Fork,)
At the junction of f_he ir waters Lewis Ryver lms & muddy or

mi ik andw ater appearance and is warm; while Clar-k;s River is blhish,
clear andv ery colde The difference of color like a dividing line
between the two waters cot inues for miles below their junctione e.
+«.The most important fishing place onthe Columbia after the Long
Narrows is h ere, or rather a I1itthk below this, towards the Tmatallow.
Lot al though the salmon are very fineamd large weiging fram D40 15 to
© 40 pourds, they are not taken in the immense quantuties whic hsome
other countries boast of.

# C.lumbian fishe rman ¢ onsiders it & good dayns work to kill 100
salmon whereas at the’ Copper -Mine River a fisherman will kill 1,000
a8 day and a Kamchatkan , it is said,will kill wi th the s ame means
10,000 a day.; but if these countries can boast of numbers, the Columbia
canboast of better quality and largr size,

(Scheming) ¢

4he only Bur opean ar ticles seen here with the Indiand and with which

they seemed perfectly contented were guns and hers arl there a kattle
arknife; and indeed, the fewer the better. ‘heyr equire but little, and
the more they get of our manufacture the more unhappy they will
be as the possession of one article naturally creates a desire
for another, so What they are never satisfied,

In the afternoon the chief s held a council at which Mr. S tuart and
myself were present. It wa then finally settled that we might
proceed up the ne th branch am tmt at all times we might count upon their
friendship. This being done ‘J"ummatapam came to our tent, smoked a pipe
and took supper with us; and as he was going of f Mr. S tuart presented
him with a suit of his own clothes which highly pleased the great man.

Tummatapam is a middle-aged man,well featured and of a very
agreeable countenancea rd what is still b tter,he is , to all appearance

8 good man, was very kiml tous and rendered us considerable service; bu



the other two chiefs appeared to take precedence of him in all
matters of importance,.

On the 16th we left t e farks amd proceeded up the north branch
which to the eye is as broadand deep here as below the forks,.

“bout 12 m les up a small river entered on the west side called
the fyakema(<he Yakima whi ch joins the Columbia about ten miles aboge
thef orks,)

.. ..here three ¥Yall: wglla I,d ans overrook us on horseback and to our
agreeable surprise deliverd us a bag of shot w hich we had left by
mistake at our encampment of last night,
¢ vonvincing proof thet here is honesty among Indians.

eeOnthe 17th we were paddling along at daylighte. On putting
on shore to breakfast, fouw I dians on harseback joined us. ‘he moment
they alighted ne set about hobbling their hoarses,an@ hter to gather
small sticks, a thirc to make a f ire ard the fourth to catch fisha...
«-.Soon af ter passin g the “yakema a lng range of marl hills interrupts
the view on the east side of the river. Here two dead children were
mwesented to us by their parents in order that we might restore them
to life again and a horse was offeredus as the reward, “e pitied their
gharance afi) made them a small present and told them to bury thdr dead.
#s we advanced alongthe marl hills, t e river inclined gradually to
the Nor thwest. After a good daygs wark we stopped for the night
near a small camp of Indians who were veryfriendly to us. Herc and
there we e to e seen on small eminences burial places, '_Lhe dead
are interred and a few small sticks always point out the ceme tery.
O the 18th we reached the erd of the marl hills. Just at this
bPlace the river makes a bend right south for sbout 10 miles when
a high amd ruygged hill confines it au cur left. Here the increasing
rapidity of the cur rent gave us intimatio that we were not far fram
some obstruction shead andas we advanced a little urder the brow o the

hill a strong and rocky rapid presented itself in the very bend of the



of the river,., Having ascended it about half way we encamped for the
night .
Priest fapids

Here a large concourse of indians met us and after several friendly
@& harangues, commenced the usual ceremmy of smoking the pipe of
peace, af ter which t hey passed the night in dancing ands inging.

The person who stood foremost in al these in roductory ceremonies
was a tall meager middl-aged I dian who a ttached himself veryclosely
to us from the first moment we saw him.

He was called Haqui-laigh which signifies doctor, or rather priest,
“nd as this persomge will be frequently mentioned in the sequel of
our marrative we have besn thus partia lar in describing him. “e named
the place Priest's Haplids after him. (It still goes by the name of
Priest's flapids.,

‘he name of the tribe is blﬂa.moynum-ac:]zcs; they appear numerous and well
affected towards the whites,
¥ran the Priest's Hapids in a direct 18A3CGA§ line by land to the
mouth of the Umatallow, the d stanwm is very short, owing to the great
bend of the river between the two places.
The Priest's Rapid is more than & mile in length and is

a danger ous anc—i intricate part of the navigation.The south side,
although full of r ocks and small chamnels,through whichthe water rushes

with great violence, is thebsst to ascend.

Cn the 19th early in the morning we started but found

the channel so frequently obstructed by rocks, whirlpooda and

8ddies tha we hau much diffiailty in making any headw ay. "‘rossing

two small portages, we at lengthhowever reached the head of it and

there encamped forthe night,after a wvery hard day's labor under a

buning sun. “ran the head of Priest's Rapidf the river opens again

due northe.

The ground is h ere everywhere full, covered with f lat s tones and



indees elsewhere, the rattlesnakes are very numerous.At times they
may be heard hissing all araind, sothat wehad to keep a sharp lookout
to avoid treading on them, but tle natives appear tohave no dread
of them,dUt0 #s soon as ors appears the Indians fix its
head on the ground with a small forked stick arend tHeRO the neck, then
extracting the tf ang or poisonous part, t hey ®ke the reptile into their
hands and put it into thelrbosoms,play with it amd Ilst it go again.
“hen anyone is bitten by them the I _dians ti»80 tie a ligature anove
the wourded part, scarify it and then apply a certain herb to the wound,
which they say effectually cures it.
0  the twentieth we left Priestjs Hgpid and proceeded against a
strong, ripply current am some small rapids for ten miles, when
we reached two lofty and cmspicious blufi's , situate directly opposite
 eath other, like trhe piers of a gilgantic gate, betwsen whichthe r iver
flowed smoothly. Here we stayed far t he night o somzrocks infe sted
with innumerable rattlesnakes which caused us not a little uneasiness
during the night.
Yron this place due east tie distance in a directline to the marl hills
left onthe 18th is very short. #t the southern angle of this flat
is situated the f’riest:s Rapid which weleft t his morning. C ourse
norths,
Early on the 2lat we were again on the water.
e+..0n the 23rd... oth sides o this pla e are rocky aml in no
pact of the ¢ olumbia is the v® w more confined. # death-like gl om seems
t o hang over the glen.
This rapid which is c alled Kewaughtohen af ter the tribe of ¥ndians
hhabiting the place who call themselve Kewaughtohenemachs is about
thirty miles distant fram Priest 's "apid.
Hoving got clear of therapid early in the day we proceeded on a 00
amooth cwrent forsome little distance when the r iver makes a shar t bend

nearly west. Here on thesouth side were obse: ved two pillars on the



"
the top of an eminence standing erect side by s de whichwe named the
Two ©isters. (The $wo sisters accordingto the mative legend were two
wicked women dwelling here who were in tl® habit of killing
passing voyageurs. Ipanswer tothe prayers of the T,dians for relief
the Great Spirit sent an immense bird to pick out their brains and
in twn turn them into stone. *he modern name or the place is
Column Bluffs. )

‘hey proved to ce of limestone and at a v little distance
very much #6Q resembled two human figures., Franthe t@6 +wo
Sisters the river turns to he north ‘again where once mare we had a
8 ight o the open caintry.

Oh the west tle hill ar clothed with woods but on the sast
8 §i 8 the plainsare bleak ard barren. Oﬁ a beautiful green spot near
a smal 1 indian camp we put asho a nd passed the night.
Priesta.

“ere the priest, for the resder must know he had s till
followed us, introduced us to a friemly Indian called
Machykeuetsa a the walking Bear. this gray-headed littls old man
made us canprehend that he had nseen eighty-four winters a snows as
heex expressed himseif, Hg 1 oked veryold but was still acti;re and walked
well,

0, the 24th we embarl ed early andsoon reached the mouth of
Piccow's River(Still know as the Pischous and also as Wenat chee
»ivers.) .e.here the Indians met us in great numbers ,..Sopa the
chief made us a present of two horses armd others offered some f or sale
We purchased four,giving for each one yard of print and two yards of
red gartering which was so highly prized by themt hat hor ses from all
quarters were brought to us but we declin d to buy any more

Ouyr s8ix horses were now deliwred over in cha ge of the priest who

wss to mwoceed with th em by land.



0, the 27thee.. Wwe passed a small but ra pid s tream
(Name )
whii:h the Indians called Tsill-ane (modern Che lan river,) ir
meeting with some I'dians we put ashore and the priest with his horses
joining us, soon af ter, we passed the night together,

esses e cOnent .0 comet..ﬁreat spiritee.
0" thefirst of September , 1811

fort Okanogane.
w- embarked and descending the Oakinacken again, lamded on a level spot
within a half mile of I8 mouth “"here we unloaded, took our canoes
out of the water, and pitched ow tents which operatation concluded
our long and irksome voyage of 42 days.
(F;rt Okanogan whos e founding is here described was the chief
interior post of he Pacific Fur Company. "hen the NOrth " est
copany succeeded to tl® property o the facific Pup company Okanogan
became its principal post of deposit for the entim region. ':he Hudson's
Bay company ', absorbing the HnrthWest company in 1821, maintained tk’le
postuntil 1859, when it sold out to the :mer icans ard con fined its
activities to the Canadian side of the border.)
The mouth of the Oakinacken is situse 600 miles up
the C(;lumbia ard enters it through a low, level plain a mile wide.
‘his plain is surrourded on all sides by high hills, so that in no
direction does theview extend fare...
Priestees
Soon after the tert was DO pitched the priest arrived with his
horses all safe. In the course of the day Mr. Stuart missed his
timepiece which had been stolen out of tls tent. A gene ‘al search was
made andthe watch was fourd by hearing it strike, although concealed
under the dry sand in the face of the bank. :he theft was trac d to the
holy man, the priest, wich cir cumstance greatly le sened the high oplnion
we had farmed of hi ., O; this discovery being made he was paid f or his

services arml dimisscdeessssss





