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pe 19 Uffice Superintendent of Indlen Affalrs
YUreron City July 21, 1850
“ir. T hawe long since boen made acqual ted with your appointment su Iadlan
Agent to reside in Ororon,.
Ihavy nade arresngements to locnte you on the Utilla river at what is

called the lower cross ng of the Emigrant rosd in the covatry claimed

by the Cavuses or (in their own languape) Vaillatpus. An agency hoise is
now in 8 forward s sto of orection at that point, the plaen and contrrct for
which was given out long belore yo: arrived in the country, Throe copies of

the tresty with the Indlans on thls subject(giving the aite for bui ding etc
gre in the hands of three chiefs of the Cayuse tribe, I deem it advisable yon
occupy thet ststlon as soocn as you can possibly make arrancemcnts to do

80. “1thouzh the house will not be finished vefore “eptember, the necessity
for you boing there arised from the fuct that tho time haes arr-ived when the
emigrants w@A04a84DEAI306EL040n08DRPA0AGA0ERAC from the states wilill begin

to come to the fervitory end timre are good ressons for beslievins that
difficulties will arise betw n them and the Snake Indians, who are very
n ume rous , thoirch extremely ignorant end degraded. *1eir thie' ish propensities
will doubtless draw them into troubles that could bomuch es ier prevented
than se tled after the commission of er'me, Yo will be able to udze after
you get to youwr post as to the beat method of doling this under the
embaressing circumstances of their belnr no militsry force iIn the country.

I am of the opinion, however, t hat it will ﬁhu be advisesble for ou to
“ go in person as fer as Fort “all end on your way cell around you as
many of the chiefs end headmen of the “nakes as possible end warm them of
tlwe inevitaeble cosequences that must and will fo low the thievish propensi =
tiesof their peo le, "t the same time yon will not lose sight of ancther duty
which is to porsusde, if possiblie, the emigrants to tre t these L-diasns

kindly and adv se them to weep & close watch at night over their stock
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pe 20- " .ile speaking of the “nake Indiens I would cd 1 your attexztion

to the 4iff'ci1lties exlatine between thet tribe and the “ez Perces(Saliontans)
In a tresty lstely made with the later natlon it wes agreed tha they would
not make war upon the “nake L.dians before the aervice berries fipened
apain (one vesr) But whi'e you asre in the‘bnake country it wouldbe well to
fix a time within six months,for a meeting of 8ll the chilefs of the “nake
tribe and these of the ez i’mtzcea at Orand Honde and kwmake there havo a
gottlement of thelr difficultliesmade without their going to war, ‘he ez
Yerces are a nugerouvs and proud npeonle and there could not be ary safety for
the emigrants coming ovorland to Oragon were these two nations at war with
each other, I will telze an early opportunity to gl-e yois & history of

T,

the origin of the difficulties between these tvo powerful natlions. are

_is nothing thst can provent this war, provided the goverament does not
ﬂaUcﬁeed in bringing about an amiceble scttlement,

Amon-st all the other %ribes of Indians in “astern Oremon, including the
Yoz Peroes, there exists the most perfect submission to the 'ited Ptate
Government and the mos t friendly feelings tomard; our people., It nevertheless
will be expected of "ou to cherish and stimulate this pood fesling emd nothin
will hewo e better tendency bo this end tiign tocheck that reciiless spirit
that 18 sometl es observable among the emigrants end otha whlte men
passing through thelr country.

OUn the subject of the whiskey t rade Ibelicve there is no part of the
st te or territory of eqi8l extent whor so little iliquor 1u drank as in
uprer Oreggon. “o dosirsble # siate of things I hope you will studlously
encoavor o k' p up by strictly watchin 211 suspicious trrvellers in
your part of the cou try. I have grented ilicenze to but one truder, £.7. 00§
Royer 03Ces Lo reside on the Utilla near the asency. Yoy msy “ind p, 21
it advlisable to licen:e odthers to trrnde with some »f the numerous tribes

in Fastern Oregon, { would advise caution on this subiect until the

government decides 63 to the rights of the Hudson Qag Compeny & suhject to

w:'ch I long since celled the attention nf the ommizy inmer of {idian Affairs
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It 1s expected that you wills ee thet the laws prohlbiting those connected
with the iadian department from direcily or indirectly treding with the
Lndian., #£11 be complied w:th in vour district.
I have orocured all the statistical infommaticn necessary from all the
tribes in the uprer country <xcent the Snakes, !ou will please procure
w! th asmuch accuracy &s po8sible, the total number ofmen, women and children
of this nation resliding in Yreson ancd slso such otalls of charrcter, habits
etce 85 cen be obteined from reliable sources.
Your ettention 4 also directec to thai part of the lste treaty with the
Cavuses and'fez Prrce tribes which provides that no misslmary shall be
allowed tc locrste in their countries w thout thelr previous consent. fbe
instructions from pove nment to me are hereln copied and you ere hereby
1nstructed to comply with them, fhey are as followsS,
(fepeated instructions, contined in esrlier letter) (4lso copied,
ire tructions as to r concil ing diff rences betwoen tribes)
-1 eRtrcuely re-ret thst the present condltion of affairs 1s such that
you wil be without power to enforce obedience to the laws, there being
no troops nor any peace of ficer of the ueneml Government or of t'r Territory
1n Upper Oreon or within a disteace of from two hundred and fifty to three
hundred 1ilow. *he fact that such a state of things exists will be laid before
the zovernmont and douhtless guitable provisions will be'ﬂadé to obviate th' s
difficulty.
1om"' RY salery w11l be peid querterly by the superintendent and you
will be firnished w th statlionary end such blanks as sre necessary to gether
with coples of such laws rs sre appliceble to indisn affairs. fou will
plesve comuunicsfe w'th the superintendent as often &s hls advise or
10&€hlc instructions may be eemed necossrry and vyou will from tiue to tima
recelve advises from hi in relstion to business connceted with yvour
asencys I have the "onor etc., Anson “Yart, supt. *nd. #ffeirs Orvepon

to Fliaz Wampole, e6sq. Lundien #gent,
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Ps 23-=- Report Ooffice Yyperintendent of *ndian Affairs, Oregon City
September. 1351
%5 Hon, Comnicsioner of Indlen #ffairs, 9ir:
In submitting my ennual report of the cordlition of Indim “®ffairs within
my superint endency I must beg leave to state that in consequence of thene
veing such a lerge number of ‘ndlen tribes scattaré; over so greet an
extent of zxmmrkrz territory, I: iall hope to he excused for any apparent
want of informstion upon the severel subjects under conslderatlon,

It may perhaps be unnecessary to a d that owing to unae idable causes
I have been left almost alone to perform the duties and labors intended to
have been divided among efficient agents and sub agents. At the same Lime
1t should be remembered that very greet additional labors have been added to

$he dutles of my office by the provisions of the act of Congress of 27th
“February last which transfers tot his department the authority to make
trecsties with the Indisn tribes west of the VYascade mountains. It s ould alsc
be borne in mind thétin cow creuence of the almost Incessent rains that fall
during 8ix months of the year in Opezon all the outdoor business of the
country must be ac omnlished 1n the renaining six months,

While an esrnest desire tomeut the highest expectations of the government
1n the performance of the duties assigned me Inav e left nothinr unattended
to that the very limited means in my posdéion would warrantme undertaking.

4 prief account of the 1lsboms performed by agents and subg agents
acting undermy superintendence (sic) is all  hat can be communic:ted
at this time, no regule repr t having been recelved from them. p 24
H.H, Spalding(sic) esq +ndisn aegent whose post was located on the Umpqua
river ha visited that part of the country twice since his appo ntment,
once la t fall and acain in June last. “ow much of the intervenin time
he may have cgzggned at his home on the calapooya by sickness [ am
unable to deteormine. 5elieving the s‘ate of affalrs in the Rogue “ver

country was such as to require the services of an actlve and competent agent
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one who would. be willing to render the goverament some equivalent for the

axxxy salsry received I felt 1t my duty to write you as £ did on the 20th
“ay last askingthe appointment of T.A, &kam “torking (%) esg to
supersede (sic) Mr. ©palding.

ki1as wamp le, esq. tadisn egent & 1ved here in kkxm June lest and has
entersd upon the duties of hls offlce at 2is post on the Utilla “iver in
Upser Oreson.

J.L. Parrish esq of Portlend « as the only acting sub agent that I found in
Urecon upon my arrival in the territory. Mr, Parrish ha been a useful and
efficient apent always ready and willing to dischsrpge the duties assigned
him,

In October last I took the liberty to recomnend the sppointment of Kobert
Shortess Faq. of Astoria as sub agent in place of Mr. ‘an Yisen who drclined
accepting the o fice,Wr, Shortess imnediately enters d upon the duties of
his office and has hHeen vigilent and useful. I do not learn thet & commlsslion
has yet renched him,

On the ninth of #,gust lest I r-ceived a commissiam for B, UValker esq. as
sub agent to reside in the Spokane country. * am not yet informed thst
Mr, Walker will und~rtake this long journey.

Soon after forwarding my brief repott of October 1lst p 25
2 was called to the mouth of the Columbia on sccount of the difficulties
that seemed to oprose our efforts to check the extensive trnffic in
spiritious liquors in that pert of the country. ffter a thoen thorough
examination of the matter I found & state of things exlsting that i-duced
me to ask for farther instructlons Inre srd to the insroduction and sale
of spirituous liquors in Orecon,

Up to this tims no def!niteans.er hes been received on this subject. It
cives me grest mmxx pleasure to remark here thst notwithstanding there
is agrest desl of 1liq or sold in xux some localitles I beileve the Indims

of Oreson taken as a whole body, consume less liquor in proortion to

their number then any others in the United “tates, io gountry with which I
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am acquainted exhiblts so few drunkenllndians. I hav e seen many thousands
of these +ndisns but never saw but one that anperred into-icuted. I am
also wel 1 persuaded that with few-cxceptioﬁs the Indians of Orecon asre the
most peaceable, friendly snd easiest munaged Qith proper cape of any une-
civilized tribes within the bounds of the United “tates,

fhe exceptions alluded to are the Shakes and the Shasta or Rogue Rivepr
tribes whose stealing propensities have led them into many difficulties
#ith the whites and no sudden change in their bad habits or security from the
depredat ions cen reascnably ﬁe expected until detachments of troops shall be
sent into the two sections of the country inhablted by these tribes, ‘he
dlscovery of gold inthe Roguo Hyyer country has attracted with many well
disposed persors, some of the most unpricivaled and ungovernable white men
of all countries to keep inthese these men troops sre indispensable,

I regret ghat my recomrvendstions of “ovember last on this subject have not
been ggﬁ?tﬁ%s (sic) carried out. "hile writing this report General tiitchcock
comaander ‘n chief of the military forces of the Pacific has called upon
me and states that he hasg orﬂeréd p 26
a detachment of twenty men from Agtoria an2 Ft, Vancouver to proceed
immediately tghﬁogue River “ountry.

There should also be a small force s tetioned In the Snekes ' country
before the emigration of next s mmer comes over the plains, It will

be prodent also to have & small detachment ofx at “teillecum(sic) on
Pygets Sound, “lsewhere in Orezon I know of no necessity for Tnited
Stetes troops.

In my instructions from the pep:s tment the followl ng lanpgues e 1s used:?
"Un er no ¢ rcumstances sho 1d the Company (Hudson's fay)
be permit e¢d to have trading establishments within the limits of ouf
Territory and if ax y such estublishments now exist they sho 1d be promptly
proceedcd wi h in accordsnce with the requirements of the Int ercourse

Law,

-
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?elieving that the rights of this compeny were such s to Justify me

in calline the attention of the Fovernment to the subject before I attempted
to carry out the instructions I have deferred action in the matter until
further directions shall be reccived. YNo answer to my letter of Yetober last
on this subject has yet heen r celved, except t hat the matter had bren
rcforred to the Secretary of State snd his gmeisex decision would be forwarde
@8 soon as recelved, I would sugsest to the con-ideration of government the
proprilety of buying out these possessory rights ofthe compmy, *he advantea
possessed by them are such as to seriously afrect the interests of our own
traders in what should be our own countryl Such & nesotion (sic) f
would further suggest shouldbe, on the score of economy, m ade in Oregon,
between the comvaeny's chie frctor or governor end 8 uchother indidivuals (well
acquainted with the property and trnde of the compeny) as micht be selected
by the President of the United States, p 27

"hile on this Subject 1t may not he improper to state some facts iIn

relation to the trade of t 1s company. T hey have at this time within this

the territory of Oregon twelve large tradirr posts situasted at the following
places viz: Fort Vancouver, Fo. “alla Walla, Ft. boige, Ft. Hell, Pt,
Oxenogsan, Ft. Colville, Ft, ¥isqually, Pt. Umpqua, Cape Yisappointment,
Cowlitz, among the FlatHesdsand among the Kootenais, At these places the most
perfect order is observed and alltheir business operat ions are thoraughly
systemized, fheir rezulations sre such that t ey can procure their factors,
clerks, boatmen, servants, etc.at ons forth the price our own merchants

are obllzed to pay for the same kind of labor,

Their goods are mostly brought out in their own 8hips end whenever they
are brought on other ships, which i3 not unfrequent, they pay lessthsn one
half the price for freight on goods from London to Oregon, besides they
save the profits and cherge: that & e paid on goods at New York, I am unable
to stat e wich much accuracy the value of goods imsorted annually to

Orezon by this company but should think the amount ravidly incre sing, This
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year 1t will be at least one hundred tho:send dollars more than it was
two years since.
the chief factor of this company , Gyv, Ogden, 13 a gentlemen of high
stending and muchki® klndness and good feeling is manifested by him on all
occas lons toward the people of the Unitsd States
¥rom the late dedision of Jud e Yelscon 1t appears thet in consequence
of a ferritorial Lgw of Oreson the'e 18 no way by which e white man cen be
punished for offences comnitted against indlans unlecs there be some other
white person to teastify as a witness against him, It would seem highly
necessary that congress enatt some laws by whch such a difficulty e¢n be /
obviated,
The following 1s the decision of the Chicf Justice as written out by
himself': P. 28
William Johnson snd E-ra Jolmson have on thls 17th day of July 4,D, 1851
been brought before me upon a warrent issued eagainst them for an assault end
battery allesed to have been comnitted by them upon the body of & woman
belonging to t he “lackamas tribe of Indians and now on the hesring of the
matter the prmrsmdin prosecution for the purpose of establishing the char ge
set out in the warrant offer as a witness an indian woman named Heglikae, Her
competency 1s objected to by the defendenis end the question arises whether
an Indian 1n a case like this can ne permit:ed to testify against a white,
?he lecislat ure of the provisional ~overnment enacted 'n its day a law in
these words: :
"A negro mulatto or {:ndian shdll rot be a witness in any court in eny
case acrainst a white person." which law wss in full force at the time
of the passage by Consress of the act organizing the territory. éy Section
14th of the or-anic act it is provided that the law now in force 4n the
territory of Orecson under the authority of the provisionsl gow rnment

establ ished by the neo le thereof shall continue to be velid emd operative

therein so far as the sam be not Incompatible withthe constitution of the
Unit @ States snd the priméipals and provisions of this act.
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A-ain, the territorial lesislsture at 1ts last session re-enacted
the laws of the provincisl government in the very words in which it 1s quoted
above,

It wo'ld seem fron this to be very plain thet the witness offered fs made
5y law incompetant to testify in the case and she must accordigly be
rejectet." Signed Thozas Hdelso ', chief Justlce Su.%0. of Orecon
P L would sug-est in rour cossiderstion the passage of 8 law pe 29
authorizing the Superinteadent of *ndian Affairs in Orezon to anpoint
interpreters for himself end agents (nct exceeding the number specified
by law) without sendins the nominations to “gshington to be confirmec, 1he
reason for such o cha re was fully explained in my letter of 1lst ay 1l:st to

tlr comnilssloner,

The total amount of money roceived In this department up tothe first
day of July lust is twenty two thoussnd tvo hundred and fifty s ven dollars
and firty three cents and the total disbursements up to the same time amount

to nineteen thousand scven hundred and eighty dcllars end nlne cenis,

“eceipts ¥22,257.53

Expenditures ¥1%,770,09

Balance  %2,477,44

Quarterly returns nave been proiptly made of sll recelots and disbursement
up to the close of the 1lest fiscal yerr including 30th June 1851,

Tst imates were forw:rded from the office by the last mail forthe
necessary approprtetions to supply defliciencie. for expenditures in this
year and to fulfil treuty stipulations,

bstimates are slso forw rded for approprist fons to =necet expendlitures
for all purp ses in the year com:encinz the first ;f July, 18582,

Vgficiency for 1851 ¥51, 680

Egtimetes for 1852 ¥60,930.

I 311tend to s urt for the Rogue River country in a few days wkl with

the viewof maklnz & treaty with the L dians of that region for allt heir
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lands. Upon my return I nay be asble to make a full report of the stste of
affairs In that quartsr,.

There will not be time to visit the Puget Sound country p. 30
before the sxz comsencoment of the rainy socasoi. % agent will be sent to
reside there as soon as there 1s one appointed,

‘ne followinz st-tenent of the number cf ldians composin: the different
tribes and bands 1 think cen be relled upon as belins as accurate as can
possibly be obtrired at present. ® division of ales and females 1s mede in
all ceses where their numbers have bern ascertalned,

It may pernhaps be unnecessary to cell the a tention of the com iss'oner
to the grest déserspency between thls and former reports inrelation to the
nunbers of Indians ccmprising the seversl tribes in Oregon. It may 'owsver
be interesting to obse:ve how very great the errot has been in riving the
number of Cayuses and "alla %alles. I very -arly discoverec there
erroneous statements and hw e thought best to give an account of but very few
thet L have ncot perso slly visited,

# map showing the localities of the scveral tribes is in progreocs snd

will be forward 4 us soon as Lt can be completed,
. he Clatsops are a band of the Chinooks occupyinz the country on the
Paciflc Comst from the mouth of the “olumbia river some thirty miles south,
Their lands 're considered very valnable. J"‘r:ey incli de whet are called the
Ciatsop plains, dearly all their territory 1s alres’y claimed and occupied by
scttlars.'riey nuber In all eighty and have ceded their lands to the "lnited
dtates.

The Chinooks are divided into five other small bands occupying both
sides of t'e “Yoluubia from the mouth some sixty miles up. 1‘hey number one
hundred and forty two of which thirty six are sleves, In 1828 they
were thouzht *o nuwber nesrly twenty thonsand, 11 thelr lands have 1lntely
beon ceded to the United States, They 2all spesk a p 31

languago cslled the Chincok which {s not spoken by my white nerson and
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also the comion jarcon of the countrye. fhe whole country bordering on the

Columbia 8 faur up as the Dg1ies was formeil y owned and o cupled by this

tribe.

For & distance of about eighty miles from the (pwlitz river to the Yascades
there are now no resl owmers of the iland living. It 1s occupled by the Vancou
Ladisns from .hom it will have to be pirchssed. heir band numbers in all
8ixty.

Iwo small remnants of bends called the “heelappas and Qulllequwoquas have
ceded to the Unlted States a comsiderable troct of country north of that b6
becught of the Vi inooks borderi g on the Pacific and extending eust neurly
to the (swlitz river, J:'hey number thirteen.

‘rie Tiilamooks living on the Pacivi Yoast south of the “Ylatsops and

Yoast Ranpes of mountains and the

occupvig the country betwesn the
ocean have ceded their 1 nds to the T itod “tates. fheﬁ? tr rritory extends
from forty five to fifty miles south of that of the Vlatsops. Iheirtotal
number 1s one hundred and Tilty.

fhe Clackaemas band living upon the Yjackamas river neer Oregon City
were formerly a part of the Chinook tribe and still speak their language.
‘hey claim the country on the east side of the miwex Willamette river from
a few miles above its mcuth ncarly tc Opeson City end extending east to
the Cascade kuntains.j'heyr=pfuse to sell their land without immedlate
payment, Thelr whole number is eighty-elght. :bey EKR® Own & vqlaabl@ tract
of country.

The Tum -ater band, also a remmant of the Chinooks reslding at the Falls
of the YWillamette opposite Orocon Uity claim & strip of land some twenty mile
in length on the west aide of the “illamette extending from “auvies Island
at the mouth of the river up to the Tuality river and west to Tnalituil
Plaiag, They also refuse tc sell thielr land withput pay down,giving as a
reason the probability of thelr Ximiwimgxibmk living but & few yeurs, helr

number is thairteen,
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P. 32
Ine next 1ands south extending gone sixty or elghty miles up the valley of
the Willamette and fro- the Yoast range on the west to the Cascade “ange
of lountalns on the East have letely been ceded to the Yni:ed States by
the éeveral bands of foolalas and Calapooas.
The Woolalles (sic) formerly a branch of the Waiilatpu or Cayuse nat ion
nunber one hundrrd and twenty three,
The Calapooyes are divided into sever-l large bsnds and numbsr in all
five hundred and sixty . fhe lend ceded by these two bribes, Moolalles
and Cmlapooyas 1s considered the best in Oreron. *hetp territory comprises
ne largest end most densely settled vnrtion of the “illamatte Vélloy and is
nearly all en open nrairie country, :
‘ne Jmpquas lnhabitia~ the valley of the Umnqua river havenot ceded
their lands. They will bé treated with this fall if possible toc do so before
the rainy serson sets in, *heir country is becuming rapldly settled and
is & most desirable pertion of Oreron. They number two hundred aﬁd forty thred
“he Shasta or Rrpue Biver Indians claim the southwestern -art of Oregon
south of the Xwmwmrx Umpque, xhey wl 11 pnrobsbly be trested with thiis fell,
Thelr number !s not ascertained,
‘he Cascade “ndilans » 8 branch of the Chinooks, live at the Cascedes of
the Columbia, T hey number one hundred and twenty,
‘he Clickitats claim & district of country north of the Columbia
but they are a rovin: tribe and are scsttered about in different ports of
the cmmmixy territory. lheir nu-ber is four hundred a1 d ninety two,
g SﬁThe Cowlitz, Chehalis and ¥isqusally tribes hsve not been visited nor
has any rellrble infomation as to thelr number boen received nor of those
farther north on Pugets Sound,
The tribes and bands mentioned above arc those livine west of the

“Yascade Mot eiis,.

hgcanitunlation
‘ames

Clatsops 37 males 43 femeales 80
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Chinook 70 72 142

Vancouver 23 37 60 (37 inclundes wmen and ch'ldren
Whulap as and Quilliquoquas s

T311lemooks 150

Viackamas 19 m'n 29 women 40 children 88
“‘um "aters 5 men G women 2 ch' (ren 13
Moolalles 40 60 23 123
Ualapooyas 560
Unpquas 67 men 104 women 32 boys 40 girls 243
Shasta or “ogue River g
Cascades 45 men 75 women 0200698080 zirls and boys 120
Clickitats 252 men 130 women 45 boys 65 girls 492
cowlitz, “isgually, Chehales
The following are tribe end bands esst of the C ascade ~ounteins many
of whleh I have visited during the past summor
Wascopams occupy the country on both sides of the Columbis st the

Dalles and on the DesChutes or fall river, fhey are divided into three bands
and all s ekk the "alls “alla and Chinook langusges. ?hey number in all |
seven hundred and eighty two .

‘he 9alle Yallas 1ive prireipally upon the "alls "alla river. *heir number

ls one hundred and thirty.

The ¥ailatpus or Cayuses occupyling the sddéfl country south end east of
the “allas "nllas number one hundred and twenty six. They are the
wealthlest ?? in proportion to their number of any of the tribes in 0re;:on,
owning larce droves of horses and cattle
Pe 36 The countrry owned by the Cayuses and “a11s "allaes contaiggr:ood
tillable land than there is in the four Yew England st: tes, Cnnﬂecticut,
V:rmoat, Ne. Hampshire and *hode 1sland end ms th se tribes have become so

nearly extinct I sugrest the propriety of early provisions being made by

conzress for purchsasing their lands,

the bghaptin or “ez Perce tribe own 8 larre tract of coutry north and
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¢#ast of the Cayuses end “"alla 4g11las smc¢ are the most nnumsrous and powerflul
tribe in Orejon,possessin; immense wealth in cet tle and horses.s They are
divided into fifteen bands which number in all one thousand eight hundred
and eighty souls,

Tyve Pslooses occupy a district of country north of the ez frces and spek
the “alla Yalls lan-uape, Thelir total number is one hundred and elphty one
*he Spokans or flat Heads own s large district of couniry north of the
nalle “alles snd Tez Yorces., :mhese *rdtans rececived the name of Flat Heands
from the fr=t that the’r heads were not sharpenéd by pressure on the forehead

a3 the Chiaooks, fhey are divided into eirht bands,the total numher of
wilch is two thoussnd five hundred and twelve,

Yne Yackamas including the bsnd ot fricst Rapids spesk the “allr Yalla
language nnd ewa bthe tract of country drsined by the Yakima river,
number estimated one thousande

The numher of six bands of the Spokaenes .ere furnished ze by a “athollc

missionary residing in t heir country
p. 35 HRecapitulatlon of *ribes East of Cas ade iountaias

Wascopams total

Two DBands at the Dalles 129 men 206 women 147 children 482

Deschutes band 35 115 90 300
Walla "allas 52 40 38 130
Waiilatpu or Cayuses 38 48 49 126
Sanaptins or ez Ferces 698 1182 and ch' ldren 1880
Palooses 80 62 &9 181

Spokans or "lat *“eads

Sinhumanish bsnd 71 men B85 women 38 boys 38 pirls 232

Vission bend 70 860 40 40 210

Upper Pend vrilles 480, Lower do. 520: Youer dfAlenes 200 1200
Byek Island 300, Yolv'lle 320, Okenagsn 250 870

Yackimas {(Estimeted) . 1,000
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Snakes S eeewesee-

The Shoshones or Snakes are a large tribe in the southemstern part of
Oregon extending into the territory of Utah, and are supposed to be a branch
of the éomanchss 8s they ere said to speak the seme langusge. It is impossib]
to ascertaln thelr number at present,

Socn after the commencement of t he rainy season last fall the Indlans
nelongin~ to the various bands of the Spokens beran to sssemble in and sbout
Oregon City in numbers much larzer than usual. ©i1xty of them were visiting
me at one time, Their object in coming into the “illamette valley was two-
fold., In the first place they csme to ask my aid in procuring & missionary
to reside in their country who would teach them the precepts of the Christian
religion. Thelr next object was to labor forthe whites and prrocure clothing
for themselves and families. They all appenred industrious and civil and were
very strict in ke ping up the forms of worship morning & evening at their
encampment , Large numbers of the Wascopams, Ciickatats ané Cascade Indiens
were also encamped near this place at t hesame time. They all olaimed thes honoz
of makinz me a formal visit p, 36
upon which occasion they were supnlied with provisions for the day. EBach
one received a resent of bread, tobacco, etc., upon thek departure for
their distant homes,

When agents become es‘ablished in these distsnt parts of Oregon there
will not be such a disposition smong the Indians to leave their homes

The last mentioned tkibes had become alarmed at t he report that the l
goverament intended to remove all the Indians west of the “Yascade mountains
&nd locete them among the tikibes east of those mountsains,

Baving satisfied myself that such & removal could not be made with
the consent of the Indians I could do no less in answer to their daily
inquiries than promise to meet them at the Dalles of the columbia in
June and tkErm then tell them the reslt of the negotiations that were

about to be made by the com issloners appointed to nake treaties with
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the In lans west of the Cascade mountains,
When it became generslly known in Upper Oregon that I had promised

to 7o to the Dalles I had pressing invitations from nca ly all the large
trivbes of that re-zion to extend my visits to tkem. They wished me to do so
with a view of adjusting if possible many difficultuies that hey said never
could be settled among themselves without geins to war with one of the
nelghboring tribes. |

Apbout this time I received instructions from Washington autha izing me
to investlgete large claims agalnst the government made by the Apmerican
Board of Missions for rmpims losses sustalined at t helr several mission
strntions in Upper Or:zon at the time of the Massacre of Pr, ¥hitman, family
and others in the fall of 1847 and also claims arising from the subsequent

Cayuse war, B

elieving that no just sstimate of these claims could bs made
without personally visiting the seversl mission st: tiocns and believing also
that it was necessnry to locate an agenocy house sone where in t het part of
Yregon p. 37

I was induced to srrange my business affairs so as to start upon the long
journey about the last of May,

Were it not that L wish to give the government some idea of the.
difficulties attending my travels in thet remote region of Creron,as well as
the enormous expense unavoidably conmnected with them 1 would refrain from
glvinz detaiis that otherwise would be uninteresting et "ashington.

Having made previous arrangements for riding and pasck horses to be
furnished us at the Palles of the Columbia and elso for boats to convey us
from the Yascades to the Yalles we embsrked the 30th May at Oregon City
on hoard the Lot "hitcomb destined to the Cascades. One company conasiated
of the superintendent and secre ary, two inte:preters, thr e packers and
8 cook besides the:ze there were two carpenters and a cook who wére going

with wus for the purpose of building en agency house, The price paid these

men were as follows:First cmegr carpenter seven dollars per day; E. Walker,
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interpreter six dollars; sExErXmry one carpenter and t hree packers five
dollars eachjtwo cooks esch one hundred dollars per month,

Un the mornin; of the second day we arrlved at the Cascades., Oyur passage

and freight thus far eight miles amounted to three hundred dollars,

After two days hard labor in meking the portage at & cost of one hundr.d
and fifty dollars we embarked in two large b oats for the Dg1les and arrived
there late in the evening of June 24, Lhe cost of getting from the “ascades
to this place, forty miles, was ncarly one hundred dollars,

Here we found awalting our arrival dele tations from msny of t he Indian
tribes of Upper Orecon. On the 4th a council was held with them which lasted
threehours, at wiich a v riety of srguments weremade use of to demonstrate
the wrong that would be inflicted upon tholr tribes were the government
to send among then the Indians west of the mountains, *he habits end customs

of the fishing tribes of the Lower Uplumbia and its tributaries p 38
were all unlike thelrs, besldes thosc tribes were diseased and dyins off
rapidly; they did not wish their people subjected to those loathsone
disorders etc,

In reply L stated to them that the government did not iIntedd to force the

Ihdians west of the mountains among them, nor wuld thelr lends be taken
from them, without a fair and just equivalent.

They separated iIn high spirits and one o0ld chief remarked tha he weas
now willing to die and leave his peo le under the protection of such a
government as ours,

Tﬁéd&@é&d g experienced much delay here in changing our mode of
travelling from boats to horses, On Monday morning June 9th we left the
Dalles(having added one man more to our company to sct as guide at five
dollars per day) with twenty horses,riding twelve and packing eight for
which we were to pay scventy five cents each psr day,being less than half
the usual price which 1s two dollars,

For the purpoae of transporting bullding materials etec, for t he agency
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house, two wagons and fo r yoke of oxen were hired at twelve dollars per day
for every day they should be used. At noon we halted at a beautiful cresk
which runs throush a rolling prairie wh-re not a tree or shrub could be
seen except a few willows alon* the stream.'xhese prairies would make the bes
of sheep farms, where millions 6% sheep caild be kept wi th 1little cere.
At one o'clock <e came to a large creek, & splendid mill stresm. ‘he soil
is of the brst quality althouzh it rarely railns here except cccasionally
in the winter season , #t four o'clock we reached the Deschutes or Fall
river a large stream flowing into the Cplumbia from the south over whichwe
swam our horses and encamped opon the eastern side.
10th Left the Dechutes and after travelling some four miles along the
Columbia stnuck off for the high p 39
prairie land which mre very intresting., I found abundance of excellent
lime stone which had not been known to exist here, the main quary is about
midway between the Deschutes and John Pay's rivers. This region is
susceptible of being one of the greatest wodl growing counties in America
Re. ched the John Day's river at night havling travelled asbout thirty miles
this day.
11th In the morning while waiting for cances to cross the river with I

made some explorations in thé vicinity and discovered large quantities of
manganese, Apout noon we crossed the river and travelling up some six =iles
encamped on a small tributary. He (sic) I found more lime stone, The country
passed over this day 1s more broken and rough and much dif ficulty was
experienced in qétting the wagons along,

12th "e travelled about twenty five miles through an o-en prairie country
entirely destitute of timber and encaemped on a small stream called willow
creek., Here i1s a wide rich bottom containling seversl thousands of acres
Along the shores of the creek were a grest many wild currents (sic)

13th Travelled thirty miles over a dry prairie on which there was an

abundance of wiléd flax growing, very similar to the cultivated flex.



16

14th After travelling about twelve miles we reached the Utilla River
five miles below the lower crossing., This stream passes throusch a valley
of extensive flats which sre very rich and would malke fine farms. At the
lower crossing of the emigrant road I selected a site for the agency house
81thoush this is undoubtedly the best place for an agency in all this upper
country it will be very expensive bulldin: here on account of the diffliculty
of getting the materials, éoards will heve to be hauled forty and shingle stuf
fifty miles, There appeers to e a grest scarcity of timber in TUpper Oreczon

16th Left our encampment on the Utilla and passing over a sandy country
destitute of mueh p 40 '
vegegat ion and along the rocky shore of the Columbia reached Fort Walla

VWalla whers we were kindly entertained by Mr. el

ean an agent of the illd son s
Day Company. Cur encampment for the night wss three miles farther up the
Walla Walla river, |
17th Passed up the “alla ¥ialla and asrrived atthe Mlssion station

formerly occupled by Vp, wnitmen. After a thorough examina ion of the
premises (an account of which will form a pert of my report upon the “ission
cleims) we passed on three miles farther up the r iver and encamped for the
night,

ﬁy g previous arrangement we were to renaln here two days for the
purpose of holding a council with the chilefs of the Cayuse tribe. Accordingly
early on the morning of the 20th elght of these chiefs arriv d yith their
attendants, Some of them were dressed in fine style and a1l asppeared .
highly pleased to meet us. They said they looked upon our friendly visit
as one of the prentest events of their lives and reaedily gave their consent
to have an agency house built in their country. A beef was furnished to feed
the Llndians whille they were together, which cost eighty dollars. Ye
ascertained the whole number of their tribe to be one hundred and twenty

six. They were once a numerous and powerful nation eand are still a proud

end haughty race, but very superstitious,
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‘here 18 no better land in Oreson than in the Cgayuse country which 1s

nearly ell en open prairle well watered and rich 80ils “here is very
1ittle timber excent in the mountains,

21st In the morning I visited the saw mill belonging to t he “hitman
station which 18 a rather =x rude affair (a more narticuler account of the
mill will be given in another report) after it had been sufflcisntly examined

yerces Indisns and encamped at

we traveled on towards the country of the Vez
night on a small p 41
str-am twenty miles from the Yaila Walla,

23rd: Our rout (sic) this day w's over a rolling prairie country where
all tbe streams run through deep ravines which were difficult to
pass, It 18 a fine region for reising sheep, cattle, 'orses etc mmd good
crops of wh€at could probably be raised here. Eneamped at night on a small
stream (stream xxéd out) creek called #ka= Elpaha,

24t Sgarted early in the morningz, passin @ down the Elpaha to its

entrance into the South Branch or “nake river where we csme to the residence
of Reg wolf, a cief, Hlere we saw corn in the tassel and nany thrifty
apple trees, scme of which were loaded with fruit. One of the apples
measures six and a half inches in circumference, In the viclailty were
ten lodzes, one of whéch contalned fifty three persons. The women were
engaged in pounding cmxm camas roots of which they make & kind of bresd
whiich is dried in the sun, packed in skins and stowed away under rround
for winter nse., Some of ths ez Perces own lar ge droves of horses , cne of
tnem I was informed owned overa thousand. It is very common to see from one
to three hundréd 1in a group, feeding upon the prairies. 1“ncaf-aped at night
upon the Ciesr water river three miles above the mission.station formerly

occupled by H. I, Spalding.

]

[/

25th visited the mission stastion and made a thorouch examination, the
result of which will e glven in my report upon the mission claims,

2Bth-¥i8 At dur encampment on the Clear Vigter we were tome t the chiefs
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of the Wez Perce tribe accordingly in the afternoon of tilis day they
began to arrive, *hey were all mounted on finv horses which as well as
themgselves were decorated In the highest style of Indian art and c eme rlding
into our camp with a grect flourish of trumpets, beating drums end firing
their guns Into the air. In a short time this whole valley seemed filled
with *ndians galloping their horses , shouting and going through a variety
of evolutions before they c eme up to the Emmg camp p 42
After dismountinc and gring goling through with the ceremony of shaking hends
their dances comrenced and were kept up untll late at night.

27th In the afternoon a grend council was held at which there were probably
over “ive hundred Indiens present. "o had a very friendly telk with them
and they seemed ple sed and perfectly satisfled with our kind iIntentions
towards them, ‘he chiefs sald they were highly delighted with our visit
which they assured us would be productive of much good., Tt was admitted on
all hands that such a gatherilag haed never been seen x before in oge;on.
Inree beeves were killed to supply the Indians while at hee council, The
cost of which was nezrly t hree hundred dollars. 1'hey nade but two good

%o ascertained the whole number of the tribe to be one

mesals for them.
. thousand eight hundred and eighty.

I hed made arrangements before lesving Oregon City to have a1l letters tha
arrived from “ashington in my absence forwsrded to me by express. As we were
about to teke up our march for t he Spokan country, an Indian errived with
letters informing me that I had been selected @s one of the new board to
make trenties with the Indisns wsest of the mountalns,

In order to amccomplish as much as possible in this capaclity during
the dry sesson I deemed it advisable to return a once to Oregon City,
accordingly we commnenced our homeward march eerly on the morning of t he
30th , resched the Delles on the 9th of July where our company separ ted

a pert going "y emigr nt road over the mounteins, myself and a few others

going down the river, assed the uasoades, the 1lth and arrived at
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Oregon City 13th p, 43
having been mhsrk absent just forty four days.

The geogr:phy of this country is but little known even by its oldest white
inhabitants, therefore the fer remerks thet the limits of this report will
allow me to “ake on this subject will be confined entirely to my owmn
observet lons,.

Nearly all that part of Oregon west of the Cascede moumntains is what might
be called a timbered country j;ti:ere are howe er lar ge tracts of land that are
open, the most of which are lmmxx mlong or near streams and are mostly flat
or level lands. Of the timber I should think seven tenths of it is of the
different species of fir and the remainder long leafed pine md white I
cedar, I do not think there is a white pine t ree growing in Orecon. e
accounts that I have bren glven of the 1mmense size of trees growing
in this country are highly exagerated, There a few of these very large
but generally the trees are no larger than are found in other countries,
although they are str:ighter and taller than any I have seen elsewhere, Ayay
from the river flats the country is rolliing or very hilly , but on the whole
there 1s ge@8a@&kiQyodd much less waste or useless land in Orezon then is
generally supposed, the 1lands upon the highest hills are as rich as those on
the bottoms . No better wh et or fruit country em be found in the United
States,

That part of Oregon esst of the “ascade mountains isen open rolling
prairie country everywhere except upon what are called the Blue Mountains
which are from one hundred to one hundred and fifty mlles east of the Cascade
Range. O these are large quantitie s of yellow pine. The open prairile lands
extend across the whole width of Orezon from north to south end I think it
is 811 a good whest country and as stated In my travels wéll adapted to the
raising of sheep , cottle & horses,

Two

PBar of the buildings that I wss Instructed to have built for the governmen
will soon be finished, I will upon thelr completion forward full vouchers for

labor done on them, and for such materials as have not been alresdy accounted

for. I have the ho or etc. Anson Dart, Supt of Indian Affairs, Oregon Ty,



