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SEVEN NEW TVAS?

MRr. Frank: The most inclusive program of public works ever
proposed is being discussed today. It is perhaps the boldest sugges-
tion for human control of nature ever made—the most imaginative
plan for the use of natural resources ever devised. By comparison
it makes the job done by the TVA seem like that of a child sailing
a toy boat on a small fish pond. i

Murray, you are a proponent of a bill dealing with one phase of
the problem—the bill creating a Missouri Valley Authority. What
aroused your interest?*

SENATOR MURRAY: I am advocating the creation of a Missouri
Valley Authority for our valley, and similar authorities in other sec-
tions of the country, because I believe that the TVA has demon-
strated that it is the way in which the river problems should be
solved. I am thinking not only of its success in controlling the river
for navigation, for power production, and for giving protection
from floods but also of the success of the TVA in its program of de-
velopment of the natural resources.

In our area of the country we find that we are losing population,
because we do not have a balanced economy. With the development
of power that will come from this, we will be able to develop some
of our natural resources and to stimulate industrial development, as
well as bring in new settlers on our lands from reclamation projects.

This is a great opportunity also in connection with the postwar

* Senator Murray’s bill to create a Missouri Valley Authority was introduced
on August 18, 1944. This bill was modeled from the law which created the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, which was written by the late Senator George W.
Norris.



program of providing employment, because out here in the West is
the place where we can bring about a huge program of employment
as a'result of this development.

MR. Frank: O'Mahoney, what is your reaction?

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: If we are to have anything approximat-
ing full employment after the war, if we are going to substitute pro-
duction for peace for production for war, there is no doubt but that
we must undertake the full development of the water resources of
the nation.

The question, however, is broader than that merely of develop-
ing these powers and these resources. The question is one of the
boundaries of the discretionary authority which is to be vested in
these various regional authorities. A fundamental problem is the
preservation of individual and local economic freedom and economic
rights. Therefore, it seems to me that the legislation which under-
takes to establish these authorities must be so carefully considered
and so carefully drawn that we shall not erect a system of authori-
tarian control in the place of the free system of popular soverelgnty
which we now have.

MRr. Frank: What, specifically, are the seven areas for which
regional authorities have been proposed?

MR. PrircHETT: In 1937 President Roosevelt sent to the Con-
gress a message in which he laid down seven suggestions. Regional
authorities should be established, he suggested, for (1) the Atlantic
Seaboard, (2) the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley, (3) the Tennessee
plus the Cumberland, (4) the Missouri River and the Red River of
the North, (5) the Arkansas, the Red, and the Rio Grande, (6) the
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Colorado River, and (7) the Columbia River Basin. Those are the
seven which he said a few weeks ago he could draw on a map blind-
folded.? Of course, we also recently have had the suggestion that the
TVA might be extended to the Jordan and the Danube. It is a real
international problem.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: May I interrupt you just to illustrate the
problem as it is presented to the people of my state? Wyoming lies
at the headwaters of three of the largest rivers in the United States
—the Missouri, ‘the Columbia, and the Colorado. If we are to set
up river authorities for each of those basins, a problem that is very
close to the hearts of all the people of my state is to what extent
they will sacrifice control over the use of the water.

On the Green River in Wyoming, for example, there are many
farms and many ranches and potential industries—all of which re-
quire water. To what extent will the authority have control over
this development to the deprivation of the state and of the people?

MRr. Frank: We agree on the essentials of the problem. Floods
and droughts wait on no single state; they are interstate—like in-
terstate commerce; and they cannot be controlled by any one state.
What are the important details of this problem?

SENATOR MURRAY: In relation to the problem of controlling the
rivers, the important fact is that we must have a unified program
for the handling of the problems, because it has been demonstrated
in the past that the piecemeal efforts that we have made have com-
pletely failed. We must now try some new method, and I think that
the TVA program is the method that will be successful.

MRr. PritcHETT: What, specifically, are you going to work into

2 President Roosevelt, at his press conference on November 14, 1944, re-
affirmed the project which he had outlined in 1937 for the development of seven
of the country’s major watersheds along the general lines of the TVA (see the
New York Herald Tribune, November 15, 1944).
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this program that has been done piecemeal in the past but that is
now to be done on an integrated basis? Flood control, for example?

SENATOR MURRAY: Flood control, of course, and power develop-
ment as an incidental to flood control, irrigation and navigation—
all of these things will be handled, each with due recognition to the
rights and interests of the other.

MR. PrrrcHETT: You know something about floods in your val-
ley, don’t you?

SENATOR MURRAY: We certainly do. We have floods up in our
section of the country as well as down below; but we have also an
understanding and a sympathy for the people in the lower stretches
of the valley, because of the need to stop that tremendous loss and
damage that occurs there periodically.

Mr. Frank: Has there been some recent instance of great loss?

SENATOR MURRAY: In 1933 and 1934 tremendous damages were
suffered, and loss of life has recently occurred in the lower stretches
of the Missouri Valley. A hundred million dollars was lost in the
floods of 1943.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: There is no debate anywhere, in my opin-
ion, about the desirability of flood control; there is no debate any-
where about the damage which has been inflicted upon the people.
Neither is there any question, it seems to me, that private resources
and even state resources are not big enough to cope with the job
that must be done in various river valleys.

MR. PrrrcHETT: There is the device of interstate compacts that
the states have used to a certain extent. You recall that the Ohio
River pollution problem has been attacked in that way, but not too
successfully. There is also the case of the Delaware River.

SENATOR O’'MAHONEY: And there was the Colorado River com-
pact, by which the Boulder Dam was constructed.
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MR. PritcHETT: Do you see any success in that method for this
problem?

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: It was very successful so far as it went,
6

but it did not go far enough. For example, we built the Boulder
Dam by federal funds. It has provided a lot of electric power and
water for Los Angeles. It has been beneficial elsewhere; but it has
not been beneficial in the upper basin states. The development of
Wyoming, in the Green River shed, I think, has, to some extent,
perhaps been held back by that Colorado River compact.

But we are dealing with something more fundamental than that.
We are dealing with the nature of the autonomous power that it is
now proposed to grant to these regional authorities. I would like to
have you, Pritchett, from your experience with TVA, tell us what
you deem to be the extent of this autonomous power.

MR. PrircHETT: I would say that there are perhaps three ele-
ments that ought to be stressed in connection with the TVA pat-
tern. The first is found in the word—the “autonomy”’ of the TVA—
which you used. It is’thus in the sense that it is a separate federal
corporation which is not responsible to a cabinet head or to any
existing department and which is free to work out its program with
a fair degree of control over its own destiny.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: What do you mean by a “fair degree of
control”? Doesn’t the TVA have practically complete control over
its own destiny?

MR. PrircHETT: No, I should say not. It is responsible to Con-
gress, as all federal agencies are; it cannot move without the funds
which Congress appropriates. It is also subject to the over-all con-
trol of the President, which may or may not be exercised very in-
tensively at any one time. But it certainly is limited in that way.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: You will pardon me if I give you an
illustration of what I have in mind. The law which set up the TVA
provided specifically that the headquarters should be at Muscle
Shoals. Yet the head office has been established at Knoxville—
apparently a deviation from the thought of Congress when the
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TVA was set up. To what extent is that a pattern to be followed by
the directors of the other river authorities?

MR. PrircrETT: I should say that that is a relatively minor
point.

SENATOR O’MaHONEY: Oh, I agree that it is not a very important
one, but it is a pattern.

MR. PrrrcuETT: It is perfectly consistent with the statute. Con-
gress has looked into that matter a number of times and has im-

pliedly approved it, although it did not amend the statute to say -

that it approved that transfer.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: Under the authority scheme as you en-
vision it, to what extent would the people, through their state gov-
ernments, have an opportunity of participating in the planning of
development works? I ask you that question because in the con-
sideration of the Flood Control Bill last week in Congress, and in
the consideration of the Rivers and Harbors Bill, the Senate adopted
an amendment which gives to the people, through the governors of
their respective states, the right to participate in the drawing of the
plans. Then it provides that these plans shall all be approved by
Congress before they become effective.?

3 “One of the biggest flood-control authorizations on record passed the Senate
today [December 1].

“Projected as a job-creating program, it authorizes postwar construction to
cost $1,000,000,000, spread over most of the country’s great river basins. Actual
appropriations are yet to come.

“The bill now goes back to the House, then probably to a conference commit-
tee to reconcile differences between the versions approved by the two branches.

“Immediately upon passage of the bill on a voice vote after nearly two weeks
of heated debate, the Senate swung into consideration of a $500,000,000 rivers
and harbors measure. . . ..

“Passage of the flood-control bill came abruptly when Senator James E.
Murray, Democrat, of Montana, agreed to sidetrack the proposal to place ad-
ministration of its multi-million-dollar program for the Missouri Basin under a
Missouri Valley Authority. . ...

“The Missouri plan in the bill was recommended by President Roosevelt. It
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MR. PritcHETT: That leads to the second point, I would say, of
what is characteristic of the TVA pattern. It is the point that has
been called the “grass-roots” character of the TVA. There is the
important fact that the TVA has its habitat in the region itself; its
headquarters are there; its directors are there. They can be sub-
jected to the influences that prevail in the region. They know what
the regional point of view is. And by that location in the area, in
contrast to the ordinary federal pattern, which would put the of-
fices in Washington, that measure of grass-roots control is made
possible.

MR. Frank: Before you go on to talk about the techniques, just
give us some illustration of how TVA did do things for the people
in the area.

MR. PrircHETT: There are a number of things that might be
said. I like to think of the example given by Mr. Lilienthal in his

was prepared jointly by the Army Engineers and the Reclamation Bureau. The
initial cost was put at $200,000,000.

“The House Committee on Irrigation and Reclamation, meanwhile, approved
a measure authorizing the Reclamation Bureau to go into a $200,000,000 initial
program for the Missouri Valley. The proposal is similar to the Senate’s plan
incorporated in the flood-control bi]l, William B. Warne, Assistant Commission-
er of Reclamation, told the committee.

“The Senate wrote into the bill provisions intended to protect irrigation in the
West from interference by navigation projects. The measure also authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to dispose of surplus water at projects by constructing
transmission lines if necessary.

“Another provision gives state governments the right of review over projects,
but not veto power as urged ardently by some members. The Senate discarded a
Murray amendment to take control of water-conservation projects from the
Army Engineers and give it to the Reclamation Bureau.

“Among projects in the big authorization are $30,000,000 for the Connecticut
River basin; $35,000,000 for Clark’s Hill reservoir, Georgia; $200,000,000 for the
lower Mississippi River; $35,000,000 for the Arkansas basin; $45,000,000 for the
White River basin; $70,000,000 for the Ohio basin, and $50,000,000 plus for the
Sacramento-San Joaquin basin” (New York Herald Tribune, December 2, 1944,
p- 5)-
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book on the TVA, in connection with the influence of the TVA ac-
tivities on local governments in the area. A great many cities in the
area are now, of course, operating their own power systems. And
that proved to be a tonic for many city governments which had
been somnolent. They now had a new job to perform, and it was a
challenge to them. In one city, I believe, the new power board did
the job so well that the residents of the city thought that they ought
to turn the whole city government over to it.4

Mgr. Frank: Did they get reduced rates as a result?

Mg. PrrrcrETT: The whole power problem is one that we cannot
go into here, of course, but the country knows, I think, the pattern
of reduced rates which acted as a stimulus upon the private com-
panies of that area so that a general, nation-wide reduction in power
rates did follow.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: Pritchett, you recognize the fact that
there is a wide difference between the conditions that exist in the
Tennessee Valley and those which exist in the Missouri Valley and
in the valley of every western stream where the rainfall is consider-
ably less than that in the Tennessee Valley and where the people are
more dependent for their daily living upon the use of water and
where a much larger percentage of land area is under the control of
the federal government than in any other part of the Union.

MR. PriTcHETT: Murray, when you introduced your bill on the
MVA, did you have any notion that the TVA principle and pro-
gram of activity should be transferred in fofo to the Missouri Valley
Authority? '

SENATOR MURRAY: Oh, of course not. We merely recognized the
principles that guide the TVA. Of course, we realize that there is a
vast difference between conditions in our valleys in the West and
the Tennessee Valley.

4 David E. Lilienthal, T.V.4.: Democracy on the March (New York: Harper &
Bros., 1044).
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But it seems to me that, with the method of operating TVA, all
those new conditions in our area will be given full recognition and
can be very well protected.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: Now, Senator Murray, let me ask you
this question, basing it upon the fact that you and I and eighteen
other senators joined last week in adding an amendment to the
Flood Control Bill, which recognizes the priority of the consump-
tive use of water for domestic purposes, for municipal purposes, for
irrigation, for mining, and for industrial purposes over navigation.s
Do you believe that that same doctrine of priority should be written
into these authorities?

SENATOR MURRAY: I am sure that when this bill comes up for
study in the Senate, all those matters will be gone into, and the
language of the bill will be carefully formulated so as to give full
protection to the rights of these upper valley states.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: In other words, you envision no sacrifice

of this priority of water to which we have been so accustomed in the
West?

SENATOR MURRAY: That is right; I do not. And I believe, even
if we did not have those amendments in there, that under the grass-
roots theory of the operations of the TVA, there would be given
full recognition to those rights, because they would appreciate the
fact that those states could not exist without proper recognition of
their water rights.

MRr. FraNk: What about the charge that this is going to create
‘‘a supergovernment’’?

SENATOR MURRAY: There is absolutely no merit to that argu-
ment at all. The argument is not advanced by the people; that is an
argument advanced by those who wish to defeat the program. The

s See the notes on pages 8—9 on the Senate Flood Control Bill.
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power interests are much behind that kind of an argument, and
they are the ones that are not in favor of the MVA. I discovered
that early. After filing my bill in the Congress, I noticed that the
power-controlled newspapers of my own state started a barrage of
editorials against it, attacking it on the ground that it would set
up a superauthority.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: The best way to make it clear that it is
not a superauthority is to write into the law specific provisions
which would deprive it of any power to exercise such superau-
thority.

13



SENATOR MURRAY: Some provisions ¢an'be put in there, I sup-
pose. But it cannot become such a superauthority, as you mention,
because the authority will have to come constantly to Congress.
It will have to report periodically. It will have to come to Congress
for approval of every step it takes. When these projects are ex-
amined by the Congress; of.course, they can disapprove of their
program if they find that it is detrimental to such interests.

MR. PritcHETT: May I suggest, O’Mahoney, that the problem
may be, when the time comes, to draft the measure to get it enough
power to do the job rather than in writing in enough restrictions
to keep it from doing something that you think it might possibly do.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: That the authority should have the
power to do the job, I think, will be agreed by all who see what the
task in the postwar world is going to be. But, on the other hand,
those who are familiar with the Tennessee Valley Authority per-
haps overlook the fact that out in the Missouri Valley, in the upper
states, and in the public land states, there are vast Indian rights
which are dependent upon treaties involving the use of water. There
is the mineral leasing act, which involves and governs the develop-
ment of oil and coal and sodium and phosphate upon the public
domain. There is the Bureau of Mines; which undertakes to stimu-
late individual enterprise in the development of the mining indus-
try. And, of course, there is the Bureau of Reclamation, and other
bureaus. Then, in the Department of Agriculture, there is the Soil
Conservation Service. We know now from what the TVA has done
that we have a soil conservation program in the Tennessee Valley
which differs from the soil conservation program of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Which is the better I do not pretend to say.
But I do know that we have discretionary power in the Tennessee
Valley which runs counter to the power which is vested in the De-
partment of Agriculture.

MR. Frank: But, O’Mahoney, in the Tennessee Valley the local
14

interests seem to have been able to assert their points of view, and
particularly well, because they were dealing with governmental
officials close by. Why would that not be true out West just as well
as in the South?

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: It might very easily be true. I have
nothing but praise for Mr. Lilienthal, and for his associates, in
what they have done in developing the Tennessee Valley Authority,
but I want to be sure that, when Mr. Lilienthal ceases to operate
in the Tennessee Valley, the person who holds a comparable posi-
tion in the Colorado River Valley, in the Columbia River Valley, in
the Missouri Valley, shall have an equally enlightened point of view.

MR. PrITcHETT: It seems to me that we have reached a fair
amount of agreement upon the point that; with respect to local
and states’ rights as over against the federal authority, the prob-
lems of draftsmanship will be faced; that there will be problems of

‘determining how much authority can be given to the agency—as

well as how much it needs to have in order to operate and how much
needs to be reserved to the states in order to protect the special
situation for each state. :

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: It is my understanding from what you
say, Pritchett, that you do not want to see seven regional authori-
ties established which will have discretionary power to curb in-

dividual enterprise. That is not in the program as you see it, is it? -

MRr. PriTcHETT: It certainly has not operated that way in the
case of the TVA.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: It is not a question of whether it has or
has not operated that way in the past; it is a question of what sort
of power we are going to write into the law.

You have been talking about grass-roots authority. As I said to
you earlier in the day, you could hold a mass meeting in the office
of a regional authority, but the regional authority may dismiss the

I5
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mass meeting, retire into its private office, and then decide abso-
lutely contrary to what the mass meeting wanted. You may say
that they would not; that they have not done it in the past; but we
cannot venture into the field of prophecy. I want to know whether
you want to give them the power to do it?

MR. FraNK: As I understand it, O’Mahoney, your point is that
the popular pressure on the government does not move as the crow
flies and that the shortest distance between two points on the politi-
cal map is not always the straightest. Why do you have to come to
Washington to get pressure on a local administrator?

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: It is not a question of pressure; it is a
question of the exertion of power. At the present time Congress has
the power. It was exemplified in the consideration of the Flood
Control Bill. During the hearings on that bill, the Army engineers
said to me, in response to an inquiry, during the hearings, “Why,
of course, if any controversy arises between navigation and the
farmers in the period of drought, we will be for the farmers.”

My response was, ‘“Then, why not write it into the law?”

I do not believe that we ought properly to give discretionary
power to the Army engineers, to the Bureau of Reclamation, or to
any regional authority, to impose their will upon the people.

MR. PritcHETT: I do not think that that is a real issue, O’Ma-
honey.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: If you had been participating in the de-
bates over the Flood Control Bill, you would have known that it
was a very real issue.

MR. PrircuETT: Does not every dollar that is spent for those
purposes have to be appropriated by Congress? Isn’t that the most
stringent kind of control which you can exercise?

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: But in one of the bills which has been
presented to Congress for the establishment of the Missouri Valley

17
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Authority, there is the express power granted to the authority to
use its funds for the construction of dams. That is a by-passing
of Congress.

Mg. Frank: But, Murray, you do not consider that an essential,
do you?

SENATOR MURRAY: No, I do not; and I do not think that that was
the intention, because the purpose there, in my opinion, is to per-
mit them to spend their money on projects that have been improved
and to continue the work which they have already undertaken and
not to engage in entirely new and unstudied programs.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: I have no doubt that it was not the in-
tention. Of course, Senator Murray would not have intended any
such purpose, but you can judge a bill only by what it says. Judge
Frank, you know that, in interpreting a law that comes before you
in any contested case, you have to determine what the law says and
not what somebody thought it says.

Mg. Frank: Fortunately, I do not have to construe bills.
Pritchett, isn’t the real problem here how we are going to fit
seven TVA’s into existing governmental structure?

Mg. PrircHETT: That I think is an essential part of this prob-
lem. It could be handled in various ways, but with seven organiza-
tions it will have to be handled in some way. The problem is to pre-
serve as much of the autonomy of each of these organizations as is
possible, so that they can do the job our older “Model T agencies”
have not been able to do. I recognize, however, that some measure
of coordination among those agencies must be established. I am
still not clear what that measure is, but I would not favor putting
them in one of the regular federal departments. That, I think, would
be doing something from which we are trying to get away.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: I was about to ask you whether you feel
that in the regional authorities the work should be done by contract
or should be done by the authority?
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MgR. PrircaerT: The TVA pattern has been to do it directly.
Other situations in other valleys might cause that pattern to be
changed.

I prefer the first one a little, but I am sensible of the factors that
might lead to the necessity of adopting the use of existing agencies,
such as the Army engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, and so on.

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: Do you recognize the problem that arises
in the Department of the Interior, which has the responsibility for
administering these various Indian laws and public land laws in the
very area in which the authority would be set up? Do you not. think
that the Department of the Interior ought to be coordinated into
the regional authorities in those areas particularly in which the De-
partment has jurisdiction?

MR. PritcHETT: It certainly should. I do not think that that
implies, however, the necessity of giving the Department of In-
terior responsibility for these new regional organizations.

MR. FraNK: Murray, what do you think are the chances of this
program’s going through Congress? '

SENATOR MURRAY: The chances are very excellent, because the
matter is being given very earnest study by every member of Con-
gress. The absolute need of it, I think, is being impressed upon the
whole country, because we are approaching the end of the war, and
very shortly we will have a problem before us with reference to
finding employment for millions and millions of new workers. We
have to expand industry in the country, and the only place in which
we can do it is out in these western areas where we have the space,
and where we have the resources, and where we have the cheap
power.

Mr. Frank: Would you agree, O'Mahoney, that this is likely
to be enacted as legislation?

SENATOR O’MAHONEY: I want to point this out: That in the
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minds of a great many people there is the thought that this system
escapes popular sovereignty and that the bill should be so care-
fully drawn as to maintain individual freedom and local economic
freedom.

Mg. Frank: In conclusion, we all seem to be agreed upon the
essentials of the problem, and we feel that, in all likelihood, the
difficulties can be ironed out.

Great rivers are giants, and all the Lilliputians must cooper-
ate to tie these giants down. It will not do for a few pigmies to
tackle a giant leg, and another few to tackle a giant arm. A flood of
public opinion is eroding opposition to intelligent river control.

Murray emphasizes the regional coordinated aspect; O’Mahoney
wants to preserve local rights; Pritchett leans to the TVA pattern,
but he recognizes that it is essential to be aware of the difficulties
caused by the creation of seven separate TVA’s.

From our discussion today we can feel assured that something
significant will result from America’s discussion about the future
development of its great river valleys.

&

The Rounp TABLE, oldest educational program continuously on the air, is broad-
cast entirely without script, although participants meet in advance, prepare a topical
outline, and exchange data and views. The opinion of each speaker is his own and
in no way involves the responsibility of either the University of Chicago or the Na-
tional Broadcasting Company. The supplementary information in this transcript
has been developed by staff research and is not to be considered as representing the
opinions of the ROUND TABLE speakers.
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. Are you in favor of the proposed program for seven new “TVA’s”

as a public works plan? What is its importance in creating wealth
and preserving natural resources? What would be the program’s
role in providing postwar employment? Describe the plans for
the new ‘“TVA’s.”

. Outline the importance of the Tennessee Valley Authority in re-

lation to flood control, navigation, irrigation, power, and the
like. Do you think that the TVA pattern should be followed in
new valley projects? What are some of the important new prob-
lems that will be encountered in these projects?

. What does one of the speakers mean when he describes the

“grass-roots” character of the Tennessee Valley Authority? Is
this, in your opinion, a good policy? How much centralization
do you think is inevitable?

. What kind of control, in your opinion, should be exercised over

these projects? Do you agree with Senator O’Mahoney that
definite limitations of power and guarantees should be written
into the congressional act? Or would you say that congressional
control of appropriations is the “most stringent” type of control?

. Do you favor using the facilities of existing agencies—the De-

B

partment of interior, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Army, and so on—for the develop-
ment of the new valley projects? Or do you rather favor the es-
tablishment of completely separate agencies, located within each
area, to manage each project? Is such a system ‘‘supergovern-
ment”’?

What are the world-wide implications of the principles of the
Tennessee Valley Authority? Where would you suggest that
“TVA’s” might be built? How would such programs aid in re-
building war-devastated areas?
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The People Say. . ..

The following letters are representative of the views expressed by the
Rounp TABLE audience on “Should We Have Universal Military
Training in Peacetime?”’ broadcast November 26, 1944.

Congratulations!

Congratulations upon the remark-
ably fine discussion of peacetime con-
scription, this noon. It certainly cov-
ered a great deal of the arguments for
and against the proposed conscrip-
tion—and all that in thirty minutes!—
A listener from Wooster, Ohio.

*

Great Interest

I listened to today’s RouND TABLE
on universal military training with
great interest. I thought that each
speaker gave pertinent points, and I
liked the summary which was concise
and definite.

This would, indeed, be a wonder-
ful world if all nations could be joined
into a league for peace and if every
nation would agree to disarm. That
is a goal which is worth working for,
and I hope that, when peace comes,
we will not quit working.—A listener
from Prentice, Wisconsin.

*
Cheered

Let me say, first, that I am most
wholeheartedly in accord with Hutch-
ins and Reeves. I did all but stand on
a chair in the living-room and cheer
loudly. I think that the negative side
of the question needs considerable
more discussion publicly than it has
been getting. The press and the radio
have been pretty much one-sided on

*
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the subject up until now. They have
adopted the time-worn tactic of shov-
ing a law hurriedly down the throats
of a relatively unsuspecting and un-
thinking populace under the guise of
“‘we must.”

In the second place, I also will
agree on the one condition that we
should have compulsory military
training—if the powers persist in their
idiotic policy of complacently and
periodically carving up Europe with
complete disregard for ethnic and
economic factors. In that case, I too
think that we had better have mili-
tary training for our youth. They will
need it—A [listener from Clayton,
Missouri.

*

Soldier Support for “Sec-
ondary’”’ Reasons

With regard to the claim that a
poll taken in the Army has shown
that two-thirds of the soldiers favor
some form of peacetime military con-
scription, I would like to comment,
without, of course, questioning in any
way the truth of any statement of the
War Department on the taking of a
poll among the soldiers. I have been
in the Army since July, 1941, and al-
though it would be silly for me to
hazard an opinion relative to the
views of enlisted men on this proposal
based only upon discussions which I
have had with soldiers whom I know,
I can state that few enlisted men who
have informed me of their support of



the program indicate that this sup-
port is based upon anything except
what Mr. Hutchins and Mr. Reeves
have properly called the “secondary”
aspects of the plan.—A listener from
Alexandria, Virginia.

*
Timely

I considered your broadcast on
total conscription a timely subject,
and I believe that the RouNp TABLE
could well use another program upon
that subject. As I see it, the main-
tenance of American democracy hangs
in the balance. If our higher educa-
tion is to be controlled, whether di-
rectly or indirectly, by "the undemo-
cratic military, then we may as well
forget the democracy which we have
now.—A listener from Wooster, Ohio.

*

What about Training in
World Economics?

I agree with Mr. Hutchins and Mr.
Reeves that this is a subject which
should be carefully considered, lest we
make many more mistakes than we
have in the past. Compulsory military
training has not accomplished the de-
sired effects in Germany or Japan, to
say nothing of other smaller countries
which have had it. If we, as a country,
spent a part of the money necessary
for military training on training in
world economics, we would, I feel,
accomplish more.—A listener from
Arlington, Virginia.

*

Must Carry the “Big Stick”!

Even if military training should
not, in itself, constitute any experi-
ences that might be valuable in peace-
time, surely a year spent therein
would not wreck a man’s career, be-
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cause he would not have enough time
to spend on general education! It
seems not improbable that a large
percentage of American youth, es-
pecially in the cities, waste that much
time every five years in “activities”
that are in no sense educational or
valuable except for the temporary
“thrill” they give. .. .. We must have
adequate military preparation or else
try appeasement, and I do not think
that we care for the latter. It never
works! We owe it to ourselves and to
the world to take up the “white man’s
burden,” speak softly, and carry a big
stick with several nails in it.—4 lis-
tener from Muncie, Indiana.

*

The Problem of Service Se-
lection

I was particularly interested in
last Sunday’s discussion. As a public-
school administrator, I can foresee the
impact of military training upon the
high schools and colleges. I am, by
nature, opposed to military training
of a compulsory sort. I know that the
details have not yet been worked out
as witnessed by the testimony of the
assistant secretary last Sunday. How-
ever, I believe that there is one ad-
vantage which might result from a
system of compulsory military train-
ing, and that is one that would never
be advanced by any Army or Navy
men. If compulsory military training
will result in an approximately fair
placement of manpower so that the

1-A boy is put where he can use his
physical gifts to the best advantage
and the boy with other abilities be
likewise rightly placed, then I think
that I would be for military training.
If compulsory training will bring the
whole problem of service selection out
into the open, I am for it..... —A4
listener from Pelican Rapids, Min-
nesoia.
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