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 WSC TO OFFER COLLEGE-SFPCNSOKED Vaynard Ficks

{ PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM College llews Dureznu

|9 Jenuary 31, 1947
Veterans Get Flight Training
In Unique Collere Plan
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VASHINGTONl STATE COLLEGE, Pullman, Feb, -A three-way sgreement is now
being signed between Viashington State College, the Veterans! adninistration and the

Wialloce Air Service which is expected to make the Pullman-lloscow airport a major
center for pilot training activities for Yyeare to come,

Some Tormel ratifications are still in the process of being made, but no
hitches are anticipated on any front, and all officials are confident that the
start of the new pilot training program will be made with the beginning of the
second semester, Feb, 10, although for the first semester of its oreration sround
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instruetion will be the major feature.

Host of the details were ironed out in a neeting in Pullman to which Harry
Yoore flew from Seattle as representative of tlie Veterans! Administrations ILocal
attendants ineluded Vice-President E. K. Bopkcings Ce Ao Featherstone, collore
veterans?! coordinator; Lerb Casey, Pullman menager of the Wallsce Air Service; James
Doatherage, VA training aids officer stetioned at Pullman,

Dre Willjam Ae Pearl, head of the mechonical arts department at 17,8,C., will
be supervising the ground sehool instruetion (which will be furnished in three
mechanical engineering classes in the field of cvietior = 5, 6 and 17) while the
flight instruction et the two=city eirnort will be directed by llanager Casey.

gis Treining will be open to 2ll veterans
now in attendance or who will Le camning to WeSeCs under nublic lew 346 (the strairht
Gel. educational benefit nrogram), Featherstone reportse The new eontraet is
believed to be the first instance in the derthwest where fiight treining is being
offered veterens simultancously with their ecedemic work under o package plan where
the two are dovetailed in both tin govermental bencfits,

With few exceptions the new Tlight +

t is ingenious in taking edvantape of the comparatively low costs to the
government for veteran instruction at iashington State college in offering tie
veterans who can qualify the chence to get o private pilot's licenses The general
formula by which the decision will be meda -8 +o whether sny vetersn can enter
upon this flight training, Feotherstone says, will depend uvon whether the cost
(some $320) ean be met over a period of this type of Ge I. troining by the difference
betweon what the govermment is ectually paying Washington State college for lLis
training and whet the govermment stands prencred to pay = $500s In some few
departnents of WeSeCe, especially those with smaller enrollments, Featherstone
points out, the costs of instruction will preclude most of their majors from pertici-~
retings However, even here, any veteran has a chatce *o qualify, since each
semoster hour is figured on its true cost to the govermientve Iience, Featherstone
advisos ell interested vetorans to consult the vetorans! office in the administretion
buildinge

That there is lilely to be widespread interest in flight training is
indicated by a brief questionnaire run anong 219 veterans now enrolled at WeSeCe as
& samplinge Of these men, all of whom could qualifly under the regulations as set
up, 69 indicated & definite inteution to follow the plene Featherstone believes
that the new arrangement will interest a number of avietion nminded veterans in
caoning to WeSeCs Lo participates

The present plan has two main divisions, being set up variously for freshman
and sophomores on the one hand and “or Juniore and seniors on the othere In each
caso the flight training program is intended to he nerely supplementary in seope

to whatever major or acadenic interest the veteoran may haves
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For the undereclassmen the plan will not zceclerate their rate of use of
their rights under tho GeI. bill, Flying will bo spread over two scademiec years
and one swmer school,

A number of interested juniors and seniors will be able to qualify, It is
rossible that with the epproval of their department heads the Veterans Administration
will give them a second certificate of eligibility, if such upperclassmen have a
mininum of nine months of eligibility under the Ge I bill Left efter the completion
of their course, which they would be willing to use for the flight trainings In
some instances the upporolassuen would be conpleting their flight treining and
receive their private pilot's license under college sponsorslip and before taking
their degreese In other instancos they could even finish such training after
graduation, in which case the flight training would be essentially the same program
but sponsorship would be removed to the Wellees Air Scrvices
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