CHAPTER IV
THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE

3ince the early settlers were located at some distance
fran the towns and cities of importance, small ex?eriments were
conducted in the production of crops fdr subsistence pur-poses,
Thewe were limited, and were usually confined to areas where sub-
irrigation was possible. Poasibly the first person to demonstrate
the fertility of the sagebrush lands in the Yakima country was
N.T. Goodwin who cleared five acres In 1867 and sesded it to
wheate That fall he is said to have harvested a crop averaging
forty bushels to the acreas Other similar experiments gave
evidence that the sagebrush lands were fertile enough to be
valuable for agricultural purposes if they could be watered.
Frult raising which 1s today such an important phase of the
agriculture of the valley also received some attention during the
early period of settlement, and although the first attempts
wefe ridiculed by the stockmen who scoffed at the idea of raising
trees in a desert, they lived to éee the error in their reasoning.
Alfred Henson is reported to have planted an orchard on the
bottom lands in 1866 which began bearing when the trees were
nine years olds N.T. Goodwin who lmd a homestead near the
present Moxee bridge stated that he set out an orchard of ons

hundred fifty trees in 1868, but he chose the land which lay
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next to the river and the result was that the trees were washed
away by the high water. In 1870 Judge John Wilson Beck set out
firty apple trees and the same number of peach trees on his home-
stead near Yalkima City. It 1s doubtful, however, +thatthese
men thought much of the possible lucrative benefits of the fruit
industry, as one finds the emphasis placed upon the general
Improveme nt which trees would give to the appearance of the valley,
thus serving as a further inducement to settlements Such & perishable
product could not be very profitable unless there was an easily
accesslble market,

The condition of agriculture just described was generally
true in 1880, and it can be quite safely stated that for the
greater part of the mext two decadses farming in the Yakima Valley
was on an experimental basis. Sweet potatoes, peanuts, sorghum
and sugar cane, broom corn, tobacco and wine grapes were raised
at some time during this period, and all reports which have
been found indicate thd they were produced with a considerable
degree of success. %11 of them had, howeesr, either entirely
or almost entirely vanished f rom the 1list of the products

Va_lley in 1900, Garden vegetables » f ruits and

of Yakima
melons, cereals,potatoes, hops, sugar beets, and hay were be=
coming increasinly important, however, Some of the experiments
with varlous crops attracted a great deal of attention and are

deserving of special consideration,
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The experiment with tobacco seems to have been conducted
solely oy the Moxee Company which was arganized about 1887 by
the Hone Yardiner Hubbard, President of the #pmerican ?elegraph
Gompany. The stock of the company was ﬁeld largely by Mr, Hubbard
and the Bell Yelephone Company, (Mr. Hubbard was the father=
in-law of Alexander Craham Bell.) Something over six thousand
acres of land was purchased and Williem Ker was sent to manage
the company's farm. The purpose of the organization was to
conduct a model farm which would demonstrate what could be done
by system and organization, and what a large percentage of prof-
1ts could be realized fram farming on an extensive scale by
applying the principle of well organized labor. It was also the
intention ef the company to experiment with different kinds of
crops in an effort to discover those which were the most profit-
aole to produce in the Yakima Valley. To this end Mr. Ker re=-
ported in 1889 that he had under cultivation alfalfa, barley,
tobacco, hops, oats, corn, garden truck and grapes.2

Until 1891 the raising of tdbacee was the experiment in
which the manager seems to have been most interested. He had
been led te make this test by suggestion of Mr. Joseph Jor=
gensen wholiad at one time been a Congressman from ¥irginia

2 :

Barton,"North Yakima,” p. 20; S.G. Brock, Report of the
Inpernal Commerce of the United States for ihe Year I8 51
Congresa, £ Session, House Lxecutive Document nos 6, 'Ol. 24,

art 2, serlal 2854, Washington 1891), 1026. Yakima Herald
pril 18, 1889,




and had later had charge of the land office at Walla Walla,
"nile serving in that position he had sent some samples of soil
to the Smithsonian Institute which had reported that 1t was par-
ticularly adapted to the growth of tobacco. Mre. Ker planted

the first crop in 1887 and was so pleased with the results that
for several successive years the experiment continued with 8
considerable degree of success, Ihe following description of
the methods which were employed will show, however, thét its
production 'must have involved a great deal of expense and cap=-
1tal outlay--much more than the average farmer could afferdj

The plants are raised in beds and transplanted..

The tobaccoe field should be prepared by care-
ful cultivation, and should be thoroughly irriga-
ted. The plants may be put out when they are from
two to three inches high,

Till the plants take root and begin to grow
they should be well watered, but afterward very
little water and constant cultivation are reguired,

sesAfter the plants have budded and befoere
they blossom they are "topped"; leaving not more
than twelve leaves on the stalk, the "suckers"
are then removed constantlye eee

Men ripe the leaf will be mottled with light
spots amd will be quite brittle in the coel of the
daye. It is then cut and left in the sun till it
is thoroughly wilted, then s trung on a lath (six
to eight plants on each lath), and hung in the
curing~house. eee

Our climate in eastern Washington 1is so dry
that artificial moisture is required in curing,
*his may be partially supplied by flooding the
ground which forms the fl or of the curing-shed,
but we have found it necessary to supplement this
by steam. A vat 1s placed outside with a steam=-
plpe running into the shed, The latter i1s closed
up andfilled with steam, under the action of which t
the tobacco rapldly becomes soft and pliable.
seeAf'ter the plants become moist, the housse is
gradually ventilated until they become dry. This
is repeated until the tobacco is thoroughly cured,
which should be about the first of February. It
is taken down (while moist), stripped from the
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stalk, sorted into grades, and packed into cases
containing usually about 300 pounds each, in which
it goes through the sweat which prepares it for
the manufacturer e oo 93

To further test the possible wvalue 6f tobacce as a staple

of the Yakima Valley, lMre Ker had some. of his‘fipst crop made
into cigars which he send to “friends in the East, and men
who were in the habit of smoking 25-cent clgars sent Wordes—-
that they fully equaled the imported article," Local "con-
noisseurs" also were enthusiastic about the product, ami in 1889
the Moxee COmpany established a cigar factary_which suppdied the
local market. According to the reports of the manager, the crop
ylelded from eight hundred to one thousand pounds of fobacco
per acre which was worth in 1890 (in the form of manufactured cig=-
ars) one dollar per pound. Statements were made regarding pro-
fits which were expected, but no mentiom was made of the estimated
cost of producing the product, so it ws not possible to
determine what its net value per acre Was.4 ‘

After 1890 ; hewever, reference to the importance of the
tobacco industry disappeared. The advertisement for the "Vake
ima Cigar" which was carried by the Yakima Herald throughout

most of the year, no longer appeared; and neither did the use
ual local items which kept one posted Besarding the develop-

ments of the industrye. Possibly the manager began to figure

T O B e o e e At st e o

3 :
Moore,"Report of the Governor,‘ 1889, pe 329+ This des=-
cription was sent to the governor by HMre Ker,

4 ‘
Brock Report of Internal “ommerce, 10263 Moore ;"Heport

of the Yovernor," 1889, p.520; yYakims Herald, February 6,
March 14, 21 Agril 18, October I7, Pecember 19, 1889, March
6,20, June 28, Jjuly 24; 1890, |
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production costs realized that the product was not as val-
uable as he had at one time thought; or it may be that his new-
ly developed interest in hop raising pushed tobacco into the
background; or it 1s possible that some disease or‘pest gppeared
and discouraged further production. Whatever was the cause
for 1ts decllne, 1t proved to be only an experiment which had

an interesting history.

ITT
The raising of hops was among the earlies of the agri-

cultural pursuits of the Yakima valley. Pef are the advent of
the railroad it Qas the only crop which it was profitable to
raise for export purposes as the yield per acre was so high
and the prices were so good that fair profits could be reale
1zed in spite of the high transportation rates, Probably hops
were first raised in the valley about 1877, In 1879 the pro=
ductlon was over 57,000 pounds. The Yakima Valley had a pe=
culiar advantage for raising this product in the climate which
was both very warm and very dry, and the hop louse wasunable
to survive. “1though it frequently made its appearance in the
yards of the Yakima farmers one cannot find any evidence that
it did any serious damage. The soil was also well adapted to
the railsing of hops and the mroduct seems to have been of an
unusually fine quality. It did, however, require a great deal
of work to g et a yard ready for production purposes, so the ine
¢rease in hop acreags in the Yakima Valley was only moderate

during the 1880's-~it was in fact much less than in the state
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as a whole, The soil required careful preparation; the crop

had to be started from roots rather than seeds, and the

vines had to be trained eilther to poles or to trellises as

they grew., Once a yard was ostablished it was comparatively
easy to continue the raising of the crop as the plant was &
perennial amd required only cultivation, fertilization and wat-
ering thereafter., In 1885 , the %overnor of the Territory stated
that the average yileld per acre(for the whole territory)
duringthe preceding twelve years had been 1,600 pounds while
the average price per pound during the same period had been
elghteen cents. PSince the cost of production seems to have av-
eraged about seven or eight cents per pound, the margin of per
acre profit was good as bong a8 figures such as those stated
above were prevailing. The cost of production did not, howev-

er, inelude the original investment or the interest on ite

By 1890 , hops promised to become one of the most import-
an@ products iﬁ the valley, and as the population increased,
more and more yards were established. Prices that season were
quoted in the early éummer at thirteen cents per pound, &

fig-ure at which same of the early contracts were made. Sy the

5

It was common for hop buyers to come into the valley early
in the summer, or perhaps in the spring, and make contracts
with the farmers for their entire crop, or for as much as the
farmers would agree to sell at a contract price. If such a
contract was made the farmsr was admanced a part of t he money
to pay for having his crop harvested. Prices which were of-
fered under such contracts were usually several cents lower
than the prevailing price, &s the contractor felt that he
was taking a risk, “armers who wers not in need of the "advance"
which was paid, generally preferred to walt until the crop
was being picked before they made contracts for 1ts sale.
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first of August buyers were offering twenty centd; by the first
part of September, thirty-two cents, and it was predicted that

forty cents would be paid before the season was dvers On Octo-
ber 2, the Herald reported that the market was "slightly off,"
and that only thirty-twocents were heing paid. Pickers were

scarce during that year , and some of the farmers wére é@rced to

\

raise the mrice paid to the warkers from one dollar peﬁ box
: {

(of one hundred pounds) +to one dollar and twenty-five‘bents.
The excellent prices stimulated the desire to raiqé;poéﬁ and in
1891 the amount of land in the valiey devoted t?fth@t ckop was
reported as four hundred thirty-five acres, but/&he ﬁ%icea were
a great deal lower than they had been the yeaz'%efore:‘“ppar-
ently it was considered only a temporary declimne, however, for
it was estimated that the acreage devoted to hops in lé%g\waé\
three times greater than 1t had been in the preceding y&%p&ﬁ :
In July,1891, the Yakima Hop Growers! Association was \ }
organized to promote the best interests of hop prodycers in ﬁ\
the valley. Management of the assoclation was in th'e hands of'hn

executive committee whme dutles were to regulate the size &nd f v

6 / \ ﬁ
Ralph, "Washington, the Evergreen State," /599; Semple, \
i f the G nor. " 188" +(C neson, 4
Report of the Yovernor," 1887, p. 940;(C.A, /Tonneson, i.)
First Piepnial Report of the State Board of Horticulture ‘of the
State of é'a'afE ington && the Years 1B91-92(0lympia,l893], 72\;9,

2733 United States Department of tHe Interior, Census Offfce,

Report on the Statistlcs of “griculture in the Unlted State
at the Bleventh Census, IggOI&asEingﬁon,"ngsT 733 A.B. W?c%—

off,"Iprigation; With an Fxample of its Application in the ),
#r1d Reglons of Yestern “merica," in the Journal of the Fragklin
Ins@ifute of the State of Pennsylvania,l403 261 (October| 1895);
Yakima Herald, June 11, September 19, 1890, July 17, August 7

1Z, 21, Sspvember 11, October 2, 1890; July 9, September 10,24,

1891; Yakima Record ~, September 4, December 18, 1880.
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style of picking boxes; to establish the price to be paid to
plckers by all members of the association; to ascertain the
number of pickers which would be required and lend its services
toward securing the required number; to obtain the best quotg~
tions possible for hop growers'! su plies; to obtain and Jub=

lish twice a month , reports concerning crop prospects snd prices;
and to secure information regarding the hablts and control of the
hop louse in varilous localities whers it was found. The or-
ganization seems toh ave done a good work, particularly with re-
gard to making arrangements for securing the required number of
pickers. In 1890 agents from the Puyallup Valley had persuad-

ed a numﬁgf of the Indians from the Yakime reservation to pick
hops for ﬁﬁe farmers wagst of t he Cascades, To forestall the
scarcity fihich might result from such activities, the Yakima

Hop Yrowers! Association sent agents and cilrcular letters to vari=-
out piaces throughout the state to persuade persons who might

be interested in picking hops to come to Yakima., Indians

commonly did this work so contacts were made with all of the res-
ervations in eastern Washington and in 1894 the first Indian
FuBi186 Was held ws an added inducement. ‘he "Jubilee" con=-
sisted ofa barbecue and three days of horse racing fgr Indian
participants only. During the first year at least, all hop
pickers were admitted free, and good puraes were provided for

the rages,' ?he celebration was held immediately following the
State Pair, and the same practice was followed in 1895,

In 1896 the pricea of hops were so low and unemployment in

the citibs so gemeral that the work of the Association was neg-
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ligible, but from 1897 to the end of t he decade it again funce
tiomed quite regularly, Uoncsrning the other duties which werse
assigned to the officials of the organization, little informa=-
tion is available. Special transportation rates were secured
for pickers in groups of fif ty if they came from the Puget
Sound or Spokane regions, ard 1t is very probable that special
prices were obtained for supplies as the organizations would
likely make its purchases in quéntity lots. By 1899 there was

a movement to extend the activitles of the organization to in-
clude cooperation with others in the state, and to erect a ware-
house to store the surplus of the product raised and to nold the
crop for a better market?

‘he area of land wWhich was planted with hops had increased
to nearly 2,500 acres in 1893, and to about‘s,zﬁd acres in the
following year., Detwuen 1891 and 1893 the price remained at
an average of about twenty cents per pound and the production per
acre was very good--mote than a ton having been reported in
some casess In 1894 , however, the effects of the panilc of
1893 began to be seen in the hop market. &uotations ranged
between 12% and 19 cents in Ayril; in Jjune 10 to 12 cents was
being of fered; and by September the farmers were receiving only
7 to 7% cents. In the spring of 1895 there were hopes that

better cormditions woﬁid prevaill when some contracts were

made in March at 10 cents, a price which was still being offer—w

7
Yakima Herald, July 30, #ygust 27, 1891, May 26, 1892,

June 15 189§ June 7, July 19, 26, fygust 2, 16, 23, 1894,
August 15, September 13 A T 1895 May 20,June 10 July i

1897, August 3, 1898, Hovember 2, 16, 1899,
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ed in July; but when the harvesting of the crop began a de=-
cided decline took place. During “eptember and October 5%

to 6 cents was the best price which could be cbtained, and

1n January, 1896, 3% cents was the maximum that was being of-
fered for the 1895 crope. It was estimated that the cost of
production that year would range between 6 and 7% cents per
pounde. For the remainder of the decade there was a slow re=-
covery of the market, amd buyers who realized that such was the
case made contracts over three to five year periods, paying
usually 6 cents for the 1896 cerop, then gradually increasing

the price to 73, 8, and 9 cents for the remaining years.
Farmers who coculd not secure the money to finance the cost of
raising hops from any other sowce were compelled either to
abandon their jyards entirely ob to accept these of fers, Oth-
ers who were able to secure financial assistance elsewhere

' fared better, for the market prices in Uctober, 1896, ranged
.betwe-en 7 3/4 and 9 cents, and during the remainder of the de-
cade they gradually rose to 15 cents,

?he deprecsion taught the farmers of that gensration that
it was folly to depend primarily upon one crop as their source
of incomes The hop industry was still flourishing at the end
of the nineteenth century, it is true, but the acreags had been
reduced by about one third of what it had been in 1894, and one
finds emphasis being placed upon the necessity for a diversi-
fied agriculture. fhe hops produced in 1899 in the Yakima Vale
ley amounted to 2,913,700 pounds.which made up 42,765 of the
total production in the state. #t the prices which prevailed
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in that year the crop was worth betwsen three and four hundred

thousand dollars,

v
In 1934 the Yakima Valley produced approximately thirty-

four per cent of the apples, far ty-two per ocent of the cherries,
seventy-seven per cent of the grapes, seventy-one per cent of
the peaches, sixty-eignt percent of the pears, and twenty-nine
per cent of the plugis and prunes which were raised in the state
of Washington.g These percentages represented about twenty-six
millions of bushels of fruit, the product which can be said
to have made the valley famous throughout the entire NOrthwest
anfl 1n some other parts of the United States as well, Experiments
in fruit ralsing in the lag two decades of the nineteenth century
had resulted in giving to the valley one of its principal
comnodies of commerce.

In 1879 the value of all orchard products sold or consumed
in the Yakima and Kittitas valleys was $5,526. ‘his rep=--

8

Yakima Herald,July 30, August 27,1892, #pril 26, June 28,
8ugust 9, September 6, 1894, March 14, #pril 18, 25, May

9, July 18, September 19, October 3, 1895, January 30, July
16, August 27, September 3, October 29, December 17, 1896,
March 11, Aprlk 8, May 13, August 12, 26, September 2, 23, 30,
October 21, 1897, June 16, September 15, 29, Oct 6, 1898;
Appendix I, Table 1ii,

9 .

U.S8, Department of Cormerce, Bureau of thé Census, ¥nited
States Census of Agriculture: 1935(Washington, 1996) 2:920,
O23. To Obtain the Iigures on the entire Yakima 'alley it was
neceasary to add together the figures far Yakima and Benton
counties, The percentages which are her given are the r esults
of the author's own cailculations based upon the number of bushe
els of each of the items named,
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resents a very small beghnning for t he fruit industry. Duyring

the following decade, however, there were same significient

changes in the valley and these stimulated an interest in

setting out orchads. “mong themwere the railroad transportation
facilities which connected Yakima Valley with Puget Sound, and the
development of & number of irrigation projects,. j"Ihe increase

in fruit production in 1889 was not unusually large, but it

shows that there was a considerable devélopment taking place in

the raising of that product. (It must be remembered that fruit
trees do not begin bearing until several years after they have been
set oute.) In 1889 the total quantity of apples, cherries,

grapes, peaches, pears, plums, and prunes which was produced in
the Yakima Valley amounted to about 12,000 bushels, Sinee this
figure 'did not inclde all orchard produects such as berries, one
can cm clude that it represented a substantial incre se over

the praduction ten years earlier, but the difference in units

of measure makes it impossible to form any aé curate canparison,

It was reported in 1890 that although the fruit industry was

still "in its infancy" i1ts produc ts were being shipped to

Tacoma, Seattle ami o;har cities an Puget Sound. Frequent
refersnce was made ’60 the fact that the number and sizé of

orchards was inereasing; and trees were purchased in quantities
varying in number fram a few hundred to several thousand. In making
a report to the State Board of Horticulture, M.B. Curtis wrote in
1892 that ths fruit indu;stry was desgined to become the leading one

in the valley, and there was no fruit which he had tried to raise
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that did not grow to perfection, “#pples soon became a favorite
among frult producers partly because of thel r keepling qualities
which made it unnecesgssary to market them immediately, Next in
importancs were plums and prunes, with peaches taking thirgd
Place among the larger fruits. Consid erable attention wag also
given to grapes, strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, currants
and gooseberries. Exports of fruit in Inereasingly large quantitiss
became a reg lar phase of the industry from 1890, In 1896
it was reported by the atate gureau of Statusticé s Bgriculture
and Immlgration, that Yakima L‘ounty had about 5,000 acres planted
with different kinds of fruit trees, and that 30 carloads of
the praiuct had been exported dur ing the preceding year . By that
time the horticulturists of the valley were not depending solely
on the Puget Sound ma kets, for reports indicate that shipments
were also iaingznmie to eastern cities,.

- The fruit indusey apparently did not suffer from the effscts
of the panic of 1893 in angywhere near the same degree as
did the hop industry. There is some indication that the demand
decreased souewhat, but the prices remained faikly good, and
the decline in demand wa: at leaat ver tially offset by establishing
& cannery and anumber of evaporators which used the surélus
product. “he har ticul turists was not without his difficulties
however. Occasioma lly an unusually severe winter killed or
damaged & number of his trees, while a late frost in the spring
might be responsible for considerable loss to a single year's
CI'OPs ?he various insect pests and tres diseases gave him

the greatest trouble, however, and in an effort to cone
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10
trol them he tumed for aid to the gtatoe.

An act of the legislature in 1891 established a State board
of Hortieculbture consisting of weven members Who represented
gix harticultural districts into which the state was divided.
e law =&s amended in 1895 , in 1897 amd in 1899 in an effort

to establish coﬁplete control over insect pests and plant dieases

The Board of Hortieumlture was given power to establish regulations
for the purpose of"preventing the spread of COnEagious’diseases
among frult gmi fruilt trees, and for the prevqntion; treatment,
cure and extirpation of fruit pests and the diseases of fruit and
fruit trees,a nd for the disinfection of grafts, scions, Or
debris, empty fruilt boxes or packages, and other suspected mat-
erial or transportable articles dangerous to orchards, fruit

ard frult trees?" Tt was required to provide for the inspection
of orchards, to: see that the regulations were observed, and

to institute proceedings against persons who refused to heed

the instructions of the inspectors regarding the disinfecting

or destroying of "aigeased t~ees or nursery of trees, or &

fruit packinghouse, store room, ;ales room, Or any other place

in this state infected with any noxious irsects , or the eggs

or lervae of any such snsects. Failure to comply with the

-

10
Brock, fleport o Internal Commerce, 10573 Price, First

Annual Report_of the Bureau T StaiTstics, 1896, pe 86. Ton-
h6s0n, First Report of the Bogid of Horticulture, 117, 138,141,
143,161, 162; lakima Herald,March 13, 27, bugust l4, Novems=

o7, 1890; May 7, 169 17 Tebruary 23, #pril 27, Aygust 31,

1893, April 5, Aygust 2, 23, September 5, 12, November 1,1894,
October 3, November 7, 1895, April 16, May 7, September 3, Octo=
por 15, 1896, february 23, March 11, 18, flay 27, 1897
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misdemeanor p nishable with a fine of not less than twenty-
five dollars nor mare than one hundred dollars, except that
1f "the party convicted shall thereafter neglect ar refuse to
disinfect said premises or property, said failure , heglect or
refusal for the period of five days shall be deemed a new offense
and shall subject the party committing 1t to camviection in ;
like manner amd with like penalty and costs as in thefirst of fense,"
“n important change was msde in the law in 1897 when the “card
of Horticulture was replaced by a " ommissi oner of Hortieculture
who was given rather brwd regulat‘oz-y and supervisory powers
over the imdustrye. Complaint ked been made that the earlisr
system of diviciing the state into distriets lmd placed too much
d & burden upon the inspectors with the result that the ir work had
not been as carefully done as it shoudl have been.

The amended law made provision for county fruilt inspectbrs
to be appointed by the county cormissioners upon homination
by the county harticultural society if such an organization
existed; or, if the county commisciorers failed in this duty,
the commissioner of horticulture had the power to make the
appointment. ':L‘he duties of the county inspectors were similar
to ‘the earlier duties of the Poard of Horticulture, but they
were invested also with the power of entering the premises and
disimafecting the same if the owner refused or neglected to do
so.iI Reports from sone of the inspectors indicate that the
Yakima Valley bacl its share of fruit diseases and pests, and that

666

11
S68s10n Taws of the state of Yashington, 1891, pPel2-17;
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the fruit raisers had to be very vigllant in t heir efforts to
prevent their destroying the archards,

The horticulturists realized quits garly the need for co=
operation to solve their problems and to benefit from their
mutual experiences. In June , 1892, the Washington Horticultural
Socliety was organized in liorth Yakima for the purpose of
advancing the "art aml science of horticulture, inclwd ing
the consideration of all profitable interests ther ein.” Charter
members of that organization numbersd thirty, and inc luded
representatives fran all of the fruit sections of the st;te.lg

In beptember, 1893, a suggestion fa cooperative enterprise
was made by A.E. Snelling, It grew out of the decreasing
demand for fruit products that year., His plan was to erect
a bullding to wh'ch the farmers of the valley could bring
their surplus fruits for storage end curing. Lvaporators were
to be installed and possibly a small cannery which would utilize
the products of a perishable nature and stoe them for a futw e mar-
ket. The work was to be dome, in so far as it was practical to do
80, by members of the families who I longed to the cooperative,
A superintendent would be elected who would be responsible

for the operation of the plant, armd would be charged with

Ibid: 1895, p. 89, 92; Ibld.,1897 p. 308-313; Ibid., 1899,
P 246; Tonneson, l'11'st Report of the Poard of Horticulture,

Li‘tate Board 49(C.A, Tonneson Bd), Secomd Biepnial Heport of the
State Moard of Hortieulture of the State of "ashington for tﬁ'—'
Years 1893=94(0Tympia, 1895) 35,363 Yakima Heralq weay 2,

1395 Mar ch i, 1898,

12To~1neson, First Report of t he “ocard of Horticulture, 290;
Yakima Herald, June 9% I%QE
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finding suitable markets. #pparently the pland did not materialize
beyond the point of ereseting considable ciliscussion.l:5

In January, 1894, the Yakime County Horticultural Society
was orpanized to cooperate W th the State Board of Horticulture
in eradicating fruit pests, end to aid in the mrketing of
the products of the valley. A committee was appointed at the
second meeting to establish a central headquarters for the
distribution of spraying materlals, and a general dizmcussion
about topies of interest to fpuit raisers took place. In May of
the same year the Yakima Shipping association was ineprporated
by members of the county horticultural society. It was capital-
ized at ¥100,000 which wgs @dvided into shares of ¥5 each. Its
objects were :to promote the interesté of growers of fruits and
other farm productions(sic) by cooperation in shipping;col-
lecting and disseminating iﬂ?orﬁation bearing upon the preparation
and marketing of said products; establishing uniformity in grad-
ing and packing and in extend ing and developing markets; to
purchase and sell suppliss used in raising, preparing and
marke ing of sald products;...and to receive , store and
markef for (the) account of owners, fruits and other products
intrusted to the cooperatione" No further refereonce was found
regarding the activities of thissssociation save far a single
plea urging every market gardener and e very grower of frult
to become a stoc‘kholder.14

6

pm e |

13 ﬂ
Yakima Herald, September 14, 1893

141114, ,January 26 February 1, 15, May 10, June 28, 1894.
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Besides supporting the local organi ations, the Yakima

frulit growers also coobefated with the Northwest Fruit Growers!
Associatlion which tried to form a rathsr close alliance among
all frult growers of the liortiwest as well as to advertise the
products of that section of tle county and to secure favorable
markets and trenspa tation rates.,
In 1900 it could no longer be said that the f ruit industry
was of minor importance to the Yakims Valley. The production
of apples, cherries, peaches, pears, apricots, plums, and
prunes amounted to #bout 320,000 bushels in 1899, ‘hat amount
was approximately twenty-five times as much as it had been in
1889, dore significant than the amount produced, however, was
the fact that the‘Yakimg Valley was producing between twelve
and fif teen per cent of the total amount of the large fruilts
raised in the state.l5
Vv

Numerous other experiments werse conducted by the farmers
of the Yakima Valley betwsen 1880 and 1900 in tleir efforts
to learn what crops were best suilLed to the region and which
ones were the most profitable toraise. They did not receive
as much publieity as those which have been discussed, but some
of them proved tobe as important. Y“arden vegetables were raised
in many varieties and in large quantities. Particularly ime

portant for commercial purposes were potatoes. In 1889, twen-

15
Appendix I, Table 1v.
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ty=-seven carloads of that product were shipped from North Yake
ima; by 1891 its export md Increased to ninety-two carloads;
and between Jyly 1, 1894 and July 1, 1895, shipments of potatoes
amounted to one hundred ssventy-five carloads. ixhat was not the
entire amount exported fram the valley at there were several
other shipments points besides the one at North Yakima. “y 1895
many of the shipments weremade to eastern citles.

Onions also proved to be a suiltable crop foar the Yakima
Valley. In 1891 a farmer by the name of Simpson had twelve
acres planted with that vegetable, and he estimated that the
yield would be 1,000 bushels to the acre. The exports were in
much smaller quanBities than were the shipments of potatoes,
but of course the human population does not camsume onions in
the same quantities.

Watermelons fourd aready mar ket and wre a very important crop
as early as 1890, The Herald reported that over one hundred
carloads were shipped from North Yakima during that year.
in 1891 a caunission firm at Tacoma contracted for one hundred
fifty carleoads of Yakima watermelons at one dollar per
dozen. That represented a value of approximately ¥15,000, as
the average carload consisted of a bout ore hundred dozen melons.

Tomatoes did not do well in the Yakima Xalley during that per-
jod as they were usually susceeptible to the tomato blighte.

Sweet pobatoes were ralsed with good results but apparently
never were cﬁltiv-ated to any great extent in the Yakima

Valleye Ye Secretary of State repa ted in 1894 that they were
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produced with good results but he made nomention of the quan=
titye In the Sittitas Valley, however, 1t was reported that seve=
eral carloads of sweet potatoes were raised and shipped foom

the valley in 1895. Census re orts for 1900 did not list any

of that product in either Yakima or Kittitas countle:s, so it

geems evident that there was no sustailned interest in that par-
16
ticular cCrope.

Experiments with the raising of sugar beets began about
1889, One of the first men to work at this on a sclentific bas-
1s was Judge J.M. Stout who mede & careful analysis of the soll
in whch he planted the seed, kept an accurate record of the
quantity of beets mrvested,made notations regar ing the
weather comiitions wnder which the crop was produced, and hed
samples of the product analyzed by government chemists in
Washington, U.C. The analysis showed that the beets contalned
. 15,88 sugar in a juice which was 90.2 ¢ pure. In 1893 soveral
experiments were meade under the direction of the UlS.
Uepartment of Agriculture, and the average results of the
analysis of these expe-lments showed th&t the beets produced in
Yakima County contained 13.8% of sugar with a purity of 80.1%.
Yactory requirements specified that if t he manufacture of sugar

fram beets was tobs profitable, they must contain 12% susar in jui

16Price, Fyrst #nnual Report of the Bureau of Statistics,
1896,p.15130 (H.Price (comp.),he State of Washington 3

an Of 'icial leport of the Mesources of the State ub to and
Including January 1, 1894 (0lympia,1894(71; Interstate FPub
Tishing Company, Lilustrated History, 185; Yakima Herald, feb
ruary 21, 1889,August 2L, 28, “eptember 25, 1850, July 9,
Aygust 20, 1891, August 18, 1892, March 28, April 25, 1895,
June 11, 1896.
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which 1s 805 purel7. Judging from ‘the' results of scientific
experiments it was evident that the production of sugar heets
should ve a worthwhile irdws try. Not much was dore toward de-
devloping the culture of t hst product, however, befare the end
of the nineteenth century. In 1897 the Yakima Investment com-
pahy planted half an acre with the product , amd in 1899 p.c,
Corbin, a8 ®pokene capitalist offered to furnish seed free to
any farmers in the Yakimas valley who waild plant and cultivate
Sugar beets and sell the product to a factory which ths VYiash-
Ington Sugar Beet canpany was establishing at Wavarly, Washington.
e company reserved the right to send an expert agent with
the seed and with drills to do the planting ard %o inapect

the crop at any time during the season, charging this to

the farmer at the rate of thre dollers per acre, # mwrice of
four dollars per ton was guaranteed for all beets which ton-
tained be tween twelve end fourteen per cent sugar, and one-
third of a dollar ma e ber ton for all thatcontained over that
percentage.® number or persas took advantage of that offer, and
it may have besn the real beginning of the best sugar inciustry
in the Yakima valley, for Mpr. Corbin was also reported to have
said that he would establish a factory at a location conven-
lent fa the Yakima farmers if they showed i%ough interest in

the enterprise to make the undertaking pay,

i ]
The Herald reported that in the results of t his exXperi-
ment the samples from Yakima 'rated highest showing a purity
cf 90.8" This was doubtless the re sult of 8 single ezperi-
ment rather thnan the average of all of them in the countye

18
Price, First annual Report of the Eureau of Statistics,
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Cereals were among the first of the agriculturd crops to
be raised in the Yakima Valley anmd they continued to be pro-
duced after 1880, although their relative importance showed a
marle d decline, Census reports show an increase in acreage and in
the number of bushels produced, but this cannot be entardély
agsigned to the Yakima Valley proper as much of the grain
of the county is raised in theYakima Indian reservatione
(zertainly after 1890 the land of the valley was considered too
valuable to be plantd with small grains,unless it lay in a
location which could nd& be irrigated. It was predicted, however,
that maize which regiired irrigation to produce a crop would
always be Important because there were so few places west of
the Rocky Mountains where it could be brought to maturity,.

One may be inclined to dow t the veracity of the stor¥s of
corn stalks which contained as high as 16 gars of corn, but
they at least indicated that the product could be successfully
raised. #lthough it did not occupy an Important place among
the list of praducts in the valley in 1900, it has subsequently

19
became more important,

Hay was ancther of the older crops which the valley pro-
duced. ‘he cattlemen frequently cut the wild meadow grasses
for feeding their stock during the winter, but as the range be-

came overstocked the sources of wild hay were depleted. One of
6

1896,pp. 45,49; Yakima Herald, l‘ebruar'y 14, 1889, Degcember
21, 1895 May 20 1897, “pril 6, 20, May 18 1899.

19
8ppend&x I, Table ii ; "ashington Irrigation Company,

nysids anal *section comtaining letters frcm farmers;
W&“Elﬂ"“c o " IrrIpation," 260; Yakima Record, “eptember 11, 1880,

]




56

the first crops te be raised,however , when irrigation was be=-
bun, was alfalfa which grew abundantly aml furnished the far-
mer with fram three to five crops per seasom. The Moxee Com-
pany adopted it as one of the chief products of its farm, and
in 1890 the amount of land which it had planted wit that pro -
duct was two hundred fifty acres. fetween 1890 and 1900 the
amount of" hay produced in the valley increased gbout 44% and
amounted in 1899 to more than 83,000 tons. It was reported
that at least two-thirds of that smount was exported., It cone
sisted of timothy ami clowr as well as alfalfa.zo

There were other products which were gledn a trial by the
farmers of the Yakima valley, but which did not survive., Ip
1889 , 14,000 pounds of broom corn wers reported among the
list of prodmcts, an e§081 amount which represented almost
64% of that produced in the entire state, There was sane pro=-
duced as late as 1895, tut none was reported in 1899,

Suger caﬁe was ralilsed as an experiment in 1879 by Robert
Dunn who made forty-two gallors of heavy syrup from the juice
which he had extracted. He treated the syrup with chemicals
and succeeded in crystalizing the sugar although he did not
atsempt to extract it. In 1882 and 1883 simllar experiments
were made in the Nacheé valley, although there was apparently
no effort to produce sugar. The 8yrup, hoever, was acclaimed sup-

erlor tothat whth was imported, In 1895 reference was mde

goAppendix I, Table 1ii: Interstate Publishing Company,
Illustrated History, 270; ™ashington Irrigation Company,

Sunnzgi@e Canal, section containing lettersfrom farmers;
akima Heérald, May 22, 1890, mMay 5, 1892,
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to the fact that aman by the name of Simpson had made 1,500
gallons of cholce molasses fram care which he had ralsed in

the lower Yakimas Valleye The sams year the farmers in the vie
cinity of Prosser were repar ted, to have about fifty acres in
~cane which was producing an average of two hundred fifty galiansa
of molasses tothe acre.

Census reports for Yakima County indicate, however, that the
industry was declining, Bor the official report for 1889 showed
a production of seven hundred fifty gallons of melasses, but
that md degreased to one hundred ninety-elight galloms in 1899.2l

In l"ebru.smy,, 1890, the manager of the Moxees campany released
the statement that he was going to experiment with raising tea
that yea and in “ugust of the same year he ann unced that he
had received a let ter fram a cotton broker in New York who
had o fered to fumish hin with seed and glve him every assis-
tance necessary to make an experiment in raising cotten. Mre.

Ker declined the offer because he had too many other things to
do, but urged that someons else in the walley accept it. Since
there was no other reference male to Qither of these propositions
it 1s dasbtful th&ét hey materialized.22

Trp production of hamey was certain to become impartant
in the Yakima Valley as long as the fruit industy was thriving,
for thebees wefe absolutely essential for the cross-pollina-
tion of the fruit blssoms. In 1891 the Herald reported that
21

Yakima Herald , March 7, #pril 18, September 12, Yctober 3,
1895: Yaklma HRecord,October 30, 1880, May 26, 1883,

22
Yekima Herald, Yebruary 27, #ugust 28, 1890




58

Charles “ee mad sixty-nine swarms of bees whikh were roducing
a very good quamtity of honey., In 1897 there were about 2,000
colonies of bees thfoughout the extent of the various vd leyse
gensus reports disted the amount of honsey produced in 1889
as 679 pounds, an amount thet had increased to 105,000 pounds
in 1900.25

| A8 a8 result of the numerous experiments which hal & en made
the gemner al pattern of agricultural products for the Yakima
valley had been fairly well established by 1900, l":r'uits,
vegetables, hay and hops were recognized as tle most Important
pbroduc t8 of the soil although cereals were still produced in
considerahle quai tities where other crops were not more

profitable. The successful cultivation of these products was
depemant, however, upon the irrigtion of the soil,

.

23 ,
Appendix I, Table 11i: Yakima Herald August 20, 1891,
May 27,1897.






