. Dr, Mary Avery, March 29,1958
State College of “ashington,
Library

Dear digs Avery:

: Perhaps I'll be seeing you at the Pacific Northwest
Oystory Gonference--- hope so--but I've been thirking I should drop
you a note and keep you posted. [Nothing like losing friends when once
you've gained them, I supposef] But I don't know exactly who else I
could turn to for advice and scme ass!stance,

I'm sterting to work out an itinerary for next October, shoving
aside a hundred and other things that seem to be piling up on me.
Caxtons are of great assistance In a lot of ways end are doing es8
much as 1 suppose any publisher of a non-vanity publicetion could do
without the advantage of a promotion department. I determined long
aro 1'd have to be my own promotion depsrtment. I have a strong
freling that I'm over promoting it ond that everyone I am successful
in arousing will get the idca of e grandoise publication rether than
the simple,humen story of a plain little group of Indlans.

I have completed contacts with all other stores to be incluied
on my tour excepting the one at Pullmen, and if you a'e in a nosition
to advise me as to the store amd person to contasct there, by letter,
or cere to make the contamct yourself, it would be appreolated,

The book, I'm infrmrmed, will be out about 30d ays ahead of the
publicstion date, Yot. 6, “n that date I'll stert here in Yakima
and then move to waryhill wuseum for a “unday afternoon indian room
appesrance, then to !ortland and “eatfle and then back through
Wenatchee, Ephrata,Kenﬂewick etc. It s a tight schedule , two weeks
[(my one and only vacation excepting Some bonus days beforel
so I supnose it woul d be about Ycte 16 I could be in Pullmen, but
that perhaps could be changed.

Onhe 01d Men, Puck Hyah Toot,who 1s the direct descendant of
Bmowhala hes promised that he'd go with me and that entalls taking
an interpreter along and perheps otters, “ounds like I'd _have a
re gular wild west s how or something. 4nywey I think there will be(
two or three, enough to drum some of the old songs eand if desired,
some kind of a tape recording could bomade. We migi of fer t o do that
at Portland, perhaps at Reed, or perhaps et “makixgiex the UW,.
However while I'm good friends of the professional ethnos, they
just can t seem to reconclile themgelves to the fact that a mere
man hes Such & standing with the Indiens. I did however rock some
of them back on their heels last spring. “ome of them showed up
at t he root ferst at Priest ‘'apids and had to wait outside while
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'we finished our'"famiiy" or true “"anapum ceremony. “ven some of

the old §ime Yakimas were not admitted, nor were the tribal cocuncilmen
or high *akima officials. When we ceme out of the long house to

march around the long house and be counted, all with our blanke ts
pulled around us, there was the rock reef lined with young Yakimas
from tle reservation snapping pictures galore, and there was Now Tow

Look, fifth in line , with & big red blanle t and a feather fanli

Where thelr faces eB8dxx redy I don't have Xg argue fine po‘nts of
custom, tradition etec, , nor do L care to. d I don't go around with
a chip on my shoulder,

They are making me a byckskin jacket with the Hacred Wanapum symbols
on it for the grand tour or something like that, I suspect from
what they've saild. I"have“suggested to one of the sons, who no doubt
will succeed as the head " man upon the death of the dld Man, tha
we take the sscred relicg of “mow hala slong with us , a carved wooden
bird, & flag, bell etc. nhebird is the one thd goes up:-on the pole
and has aslways been usedthat way, yet some of the top ethnos from
wost of the mounteins, in their writings,-hgve said that the bird
custom passed out of existence long ago. “he 0ld Man may balk at
bringing these &l ong, because they are very superstitious about them,
For imstance, a death in a family or something like.thet earilier
this sumner would be taken as a warnin% sign not do do that, that
the very sug estion of so doing was offenslive to the Urestor,

I'm enclosing some (a sample ) of an announcement that was turned
out here as my contribution toward the promotion, LIt is to be used
in a spot check of libraries etc., in about a month, “axtons would
have printed this but they are far behind on everything. They are
printinz up some ennouncement cards, showing a plcture of Puck Hyah
Toot and inviting persons to come "meet the Indianms," etc. and get
a lithograph of the four-color cover. I'll send you one of these in
due time. I have a big list of persons in vaylous cities we are going
to, exceptinzPullman, ere mgain, while I don t hawve to do this, i'm
gending aut 50 to 200 in_each of the towns we go to . "he book stores
will benefit of course. “ome of them will send out several hundr
of the Invitations, “hey are qulet dignifiled excepting thd there s
a small notation the& photographs are permitted by the Indians
and bring your chlldeen., (Who said “uffalo Bill shows were out of
existence?)

A1spo, the photogs _here are printing up some large size photos,
20 x 20 or larger. “ome of these are the Indians , others scenes

around priest fapids, These in quentities of three_to five

will be made available In advance to book stores, Some of the stores

will ve provided with loan materials like Indian mats, buffalo robes

etc. and Wanapum artifacts —-not toomany of the se sad to _say--to

go into #Window displays. I think ‘rederick and Nelson at Seattle

is going to put in a downstairs display. I suppose I1'll end up by
ncurring the wrath of all the others who turn out similar books

but that s the way I think it shald be done to be put over., 184 rather
see it go over or creat a mild ripple than die a_quick death,
Additionally, we've still got a fi-ht at friest Rapids , If the PUD
dosen't get the financing through for the dams , then it wlll revert

to the government, Apnd you know howfar Mc'horter got with the government.

I forgot to mention--end tnis 1s confidential-- 1f construction
gets under way , Monitor will Pe making a tape recording of the
wanapums and the rock r emoval, hat s a coa t-to-coast weekend
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show, It skpps all over the contry , plcking up ascene here and a
scene there, )

I've been meking quite s few speeches, but hardly make reference
to the book. The speech invitations come thick and fast--too thick and
fast sometlmes-~but I keep pegging along enough not to kill my self
or what 1lit'le reputation I have along thd line, of f, Most of 1t
concerns Fort Simcoe., Everyone 1s quite surprised wher I drag in
a reference to the book and afterwards many express their interest
in such a publication,

I've seen results of some_of your later resesrch that { have read
with considerable Interest, “hows you are sticking to it. I suppose
th's sumner you'll find time to get in some good licks. I wgnt to
hear more about that,

I want to taeke recognition, as I go along, to the "ground breaking"
wrk'of the late Mr, McWhorter with the Wanapums, “ometimes I regret
that he spent so little time th them and devoted his interests
and attention more to the Ngz Perce.

Well, I've rambled along quite extensively to fill you in on the
comple te situation, end for that I hope you will pardon me. If you
have any ldeas or suggzestions, I shdall be most appreciative of them.
I hesfitate to suggest you show this letter to anyone interested in
furthering the interests of the Wenapums (and Drummers and Dreamers)
or they'd scare off, thinking talent was completely 1 cking. gerhaps
they'd be right. But do feel free to discuss it,verballw, with
'myone you think would have a sug-estion, Then 1'11 comple fe my
itinerary and set out on the thousand and one things yet to be done,
Uosh, why did I ever get involved in something like this?

kindest regards

Ciick Relander





