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Office Indisn Agent

Dg11es 0,7, Aug. 13,1857
Sip3

Enolosed pleass find my eanual report, I should have made it earlier but

my time has been so much occupled settling difficulties b tween *ndians and
white that it has been impossible, I regret not being able to give a more
full and detailed report , if thrre s any otha fect or thing connected
with this agency that I have not spoken of whi’'ch you desire me to repart,

please write me and I will try end supply the deficlency.
flespectfully etc,

£+P, Dennison, Indian Agent
J. ¥, Tesmith, esq,.
Supt. Ind. 2 ffairs,

Salem, Oregon,

[Dennison's annual report, together with the annual roports of other
agents and sub-agenis, wus ent to “ashington to a: compamy Suporintondent
Nesmith's ennual report,end 1s to be found inthe lncoming f£iles of &the

Washinston office under Oregon end “mshinzton, N336/1857, enclosure 14. It

vas printed in the annual report of the Comuissioner of Indian Affairs

for 1857 (Serial 2%8xx 919), p. 659-883,
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Fort “alla walla,
July 13,1857
Sip,
Under existing orders I havr belleved it to be my duty to prevent the
indlanx traders, althouch licensed, frmm buildinz houses in this valley,
This is s owever recorded by them as . g hardshlp and I desire to refer
the matter to ¥k Dept, Hd. “wrs. “e pleased to inform me what sre the views
of the gener:l rospecting this clasa of persons., Shallthey be permitted

or not to establish themselves m ywhere in the Indiancountry,

Very he:p<ctfu11y
E,J. Steptoe,
Byte Lt. Col, 1.3, 4,

Comdy. post

lajor “.'', “ackall

.A.A.c. U.S.A. ¢
————— Hea: qrts Dept of the Pacific

San F ranciscoCal, Aug 10,1857

San Francisco

Sir: vYour letter of July 18th asking for inftructions in relation to Indien

traders has been submitted to Brigadier Oenersl Glarke. ‘o directs that

those licensed be permitted to trade and bulld for the convenlence of
tradinz, but that the prohibition to introduce or trade in liquor bs rigildly
enforced., I em sir, etc. %.7. ‘lackall,

To Lte Yol. Steptoe, 9th Infantry, “omdy, Fort Walls Yalle , W,T,
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Fort Simcoe, W,T,, August 15,1857
Colonel:
I enclose you herewith a copy of a comnunication addressed by Mr. A%H.
Robie , s=»cisl Indian agent at the Dalles to iir, “Yeer under date of the 1llth
ulto informing the latter that the Indians of the district are to be con-
sidercd hostile and turning them over to the milltary eauthorities, I do this
for the purpose of ascertainligfroa you lst whether it was intended to
withdraw the appointment of iir, Yeer as local Indlan agent here, as he
represents himsself to Se; eand 2nd; whe ther under the orerstion of Mr. Robile's
letter all licenses tot rede with these Indians previously glven by Indian
agents do not become null anc vold, this 1s my own bel ieve and opin‘on and
‘that the military authorities whlle thls state of things exists have the right
towggg out of the country all traders who enter d it under such permits or
licenses and toegggggg their warningg but I prefer first to ascertesin from
the proper source what rules and regulations have been establishec by the
indisn Dept. in “ashington in relation to the matters.
The object of these enquiries relate particularly to the case of a
4y, Bonner (?) from the Dalles; who under the suthority
(The enclosure mentioned in the following letter has not been found in
the files of the Oregon superin tendency)
of a pemmit to trsde wlth Indiens nrovid... in esteblishing himself in
close proximity to my post and csrry on a trade with my command and 1in
contempt of my wishes repeatedly given him, Yo a bonafide and legitimate trader
with the Indians in this cou try I , of course, have no least of objection,
Indeed I would »nrefer to encourage and protect such traders, but when a man
under the license and puise of trading with Indiens enters the country
with a determine not only to trade with & miiltery post mkkxXskxtha which
the government haes deemed it prdper to establish inthat country and to which

he has not bren invited or desirec but is .. of its police regulations it

presents a case in my judgment which ought to be brought to the notice of



2
of the highest officer of the Irdian department in the cauntry.
I therefore report the case to you with the request that Mr., Ponner
license may be withdrawn if it has not already become mull and voild under
Mr, R-bies letter, or that he may be warned by your authority not to establish
himself in the imreciate vicinity of this 08t=--say thrce miles, nor t rade
withthe comnand thereof,
I shoild esteem it as a favor 1f sach & cond ition would be afforded to
all licenses which it may be thought proper to glve in future to traders
entering this countrj.
I beg to be informed of your achilon in &kkix the case of Nr, Bonner at
your ensrliest convenience,.
i am sir, very resp-ctfully
Your etc,
R.S. Garnett, Major 9th Infy.
Yomdy Post
Col. J.W, Nesmith,
Supt. Ind. “ffairs,

’&ﬂiem, O.T.
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Orrice Indian “gent, Dalles, 0.T. Angust 18,1857

Sir: Enclosed please find estimate of expenses for the 4th querter ending
1st December, 1857,

There is en item in m ostimate of four thousand dollars for the moving
of tke Wasco Indlans to the Reservation, It is my opinion that it will require
the sbove mentioned sum for t he moving of these families, which are unable
to move themselves, Buch 13 the o0ld and infirm, their property and the
property of those who have no horses,

Respectful y ete,
A.P. Dennison, indian 4gent
J, %, Nesmith,
Supt. £ind. Afrairs, Salem, Ore.

Woe. 1857 No, 216
Office Indian Agent, Palles, 0,T. Aug 18th,1857

Estimates of expenses for the queter ending December 3lst, 1857 North
Eastern District Oregon,

For Salary of apent and one locael agent ¥625

" s physician 250
2 . Interpretor 125
Incidental expenses 400
Restoring and maintaining peace ¥8,000
Moving “asco Indians to Reservation 4,000
13,400,680

A, °, Dennison, Indien Agent
N.E. ~“istrict Oregon
J. . Neamith, esq.

Supt, Ind, Affairs, Salen, Oregon.
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Office Special Ind. Agent,Palles, Sept. 2,185
Col. J.W. Nesmith, Supt. Ind. #ffairs, Salem, 0.T.

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledre the receipt ofvour comnunication of
August 24th with enclosed copy of letter from Mg jor R.S, Garnett, Uomdy.
Fort Ximcoe end your reply to same.

l, peference to Mr. J.C. Geer I would state that I never knew of his
veing an agent or employee of the pepartment,

Apout thé 20th of March last I authorized Mr. Ucer (s hewas living
in the Yakema and acquainted with the I,disns) to tem i rarily take c harge
of the friendly Indisns In that portion of the dlstrict end report to me
their nomber , condition etc together with any other information he could
obtain in reference to Indian affeirs which he very kindly done without
compensation,

I never considered him an employe of the Department although in my report

to the superintendent of the 3lst of March last I reported the fact of
having sede the above arrengement with him as & fecility for gathering rel-
jable information.

A few days previous to addressing the letter of wh ch Maj. Garnett has
ment you a copy I was informed that Mr. Geer was representing himselfl
as local agent. I would not believe at the time that such was the fact
however I thought it best to anull the guthority given him last March.

The cause of making the statement that I did in reference to the Indians
in the Yakama being cons idered hostile was frocm a misunderstanding by
which I had understood that Col. Wright conéidered gll the Indians in Yakama
as such and under the direction of the mllltary. Shortly after I learned thsat
Col. Wriiht had reference to a few particular bands. I did not correct the

mis take withMp, Ceer for the rec. . that {314 not think he would have a y
occasion to exhlbit the letter.

As recards Mr, Ponner £ would state that he made & verbal application

tome about the first of last iay for a license to trade with the_lndians in
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I informed him t het I was not authorized to grant such a license and
refered hir to Col,'nnison as being the only agent in the vicinity having
the authority .,

g made an application to Cnl, Tennison and got a permit to trade after
filingAhis bond etcs Cole Dennision zxtdwill write gnd give the particulars.
I belleve Mr, Bonner and his ,.. Partners to be honest, upright and law

aebiding men and so far ss I have been able to learn the only charge Maj,
Garnett makes arainst him is that they are Inteferring with the trsde of the
sutler.
I reqfet very much to learn that my report did not reach you in time to be
of service In making up your annual reportj
I wrote you on the 19th iIn reply to yours of the 11lth end stated that I
had made my report.in the evening previous. I afterwards found that the mail
would not leave the lYalles for several days so I withdrew it from the office
and as I was going to Portland took 1t with me and nailed it on
the morning of the 24th at the office at Portland.

1t will certesinly reach vou before that if it does not please inform
me and I will send you another copy.

Most respectfully etc.
S.H. Robie,
Special Indian A gent,

Wash. Territory
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Olympia, Aug. 21st, 1857
Friend Hesmith:

I have sent an account of the murder of Col. Ebey to lr,
dash(?) ané Mr, Armstrong ﬁrites to you tody concernincs the same, Byt I wish
to add a few words concerning the action of the army forces placed here by
our old "much" ? for our protection.

The next morning after the murder of Col, Ebey the citizens of Port
Townsend sent to Ma]). Haller for assistance in trying to capture or
chastize the murderers. ‘he maj. sent back word that he had orders to comnlete
his barracks, that he could not therefore send such assis tance.
How the Major may be tied down by listructions, but themem certainly is
a great wrong somewhere and one that ought to be corrected,
The weater of the "Active" thought he ®mxXl could not leave his legitimate
business to pursue the I-dlaus as he cannot dischsrge again from her
without injurinz or perhaps destroying the instruments and he did not srrive
at Port Townsend t111 Thursday after the murder which took place on Tuesday
night so the indians would have a long start,

But there 1s no such excuse for gj.Haller . e falls back on the cut
throat instructions . It is supposed this murder was one oﬁ those threstened
by the northem Indiens in revenge of those killei at Port Gamble by Uncle

Ltom's Massachusetts. Thus one of Mile Sam's (? ) war steemers makes
leaves?
an assault then learns (under instructionsdf course) and the ERAPBE people
unprotected nust pey the penalty. with dcathe
Byt there 1s no use I sunrpose in urging our complaints at Yashingion
lonzer. We must be content in tellingthem to one another and in
< (sic) each other,
"wt, it is true,made the best use in every instance of the
2 that came to us by the authority of Uncle Sam--end we have

““stance the law Bblding peopl that we ought to be for
\\ourts of justice, kidnaped his jud~es and clerks
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without rhyme or reason. these things have weaned our old unclefs af fections
fron us and will therefore leave us to pay the penalty of our own folly.
If we are more ever in the position pekhhaps Jncle “am will relent and gilve
ve what we most need, a war steamer on the sound,

I think of no other news

All are well , deryrespeotful‘-y

fimprxe Yeo ', Corliss
J."e Nesmith, esq.

Salem, 0.T.
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Orfice indisn Agent, Palles, Sept. lst, 1357
Sir: '
I have “ween informed that Hajor “arnott has has (sic) made complaint

Yonner trading in the indian country asking to

to wou in reference to a H¥r.
have this lic nse annulled etc, Perhaps I have neglected my duty in not
informing vou at an esrlier day that 1 had gremted or :iven Honner 2 Co.
permit to trade In tho I;pian country near Fort Simcoe. ﬁy apology is I have
been sc busy in and out of the office for the last month that I have not
hed time to complete end forwsrd the papers.

L will endenvor to give you a brief history of this matter a3 I understaend

“onner and R!chard

1t. “bout thefirst of last July Edwin L. Ponner , “pperson
A, Eddy made anplication to me for license totrade with the indians in

“imcoe Valley. I being the only agent In this vicinity authoriged to grant
licenses, the above named parties underthe first name of Bonner and Yo filed
their bond with s reitlies end I supposcd it had cave them & permit to trade
unt1l this bond and license mEmm should he spproved by the proper authority

or an':lled, ®ice whichtime s id Ponner * “o have faithfully observed all

the regulations of the Indien Vopt. so fer as I have any knowk dge and have
been well behaved. After receivin: their permit sald Bonner and Co established
their tradin: house sbout one wmile from Fort Bimcoe outside of what they supnc
to be the limits of the military reservation and xkxiz where they could

recelve protection from the Fort in case of an emergency. Shortly after they
hecd established their house,Major Carnett requersted them to move their

house off from the re ervation or some five mile: from the fort. Mr, E.L,
Bonner who was in cherge of the store informed the major that 1f he would

show him the lines of thelr reservstion he would move his house outside

of them, which the major declined to do end !r, Bonner rofused to move.

The ma jor then 1issued an order to have Bonner arrested his house torn

down and his goods seized whioh order was executed. The major soon found
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he had gone to (sic) far end releesed Mr, Bonier and restored tc him his
property,he then run the linesof the reservation and Mr. Ponnér moved back
to nhis old plsce or near it., The maja then issued another order that &l 1

soldiers and employees shonuld not trede with s aid Bonrner & Co, and stationed
a guard in front of their store door. I never neard that Major CGarnett
made any charges against Bonier & Yo or tha karmxhas they had
com:itted any offense except to sell goods to xX soldiers and govt,.
employecs.'rhis is & simple narraiive of th's matter as I understand it,

If I have done wrong 1 giving Bonner & Coe permit to trude in the Simcoe
7"a\l‘.ey it being out of my district, please inform me end I wiil try and undo
what I have done and they will make gpplication to you. I granted them a
permit at the time thinking that if the spplication had been made to ycu
it would have been ranted,from the conversation I had with you when you
was here,

Enclosed ploese find “on-er » Co's apnlicstion. “ond =ms eand license which
I hope will meoct youé gprrobation, I believe they are In ac ordance with
the regulstion of the Dep:r tment, I shell be flad to hear from you in
relation tothis matter as soon as convenient,
Bespectfully etc,
#.P, Dennison, Indlan “gent.
J.v. Hosmith, Supt. Ind, “ffairs, Salem, Oregon,

PeS, You will please find enclosed Bonrer ' Co invoices of merchandise,
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“ort *alla valla, Wov. 7th,1357
Sir: I rectd your letter respecting DWolff hut delayed to eanswer it tl1ll1l
I could see what turn natters would eke with him end now although he certainly
did bring liquor in his triin most of which I selzed and have now in store
here, it 18 a quaestion with me whether the offense might not be overlooked
this time. I feel confident thet he at levst will behave himself in future,
One Indlan drank of d%olff's liquor untill (sic) he died; if such a thing
should occur asaln I have not the least doubt that the Indians would
tear the treder in pileces,

Tin-tin-met-sa visits the Dalles in hopes to hemr something of his

ten hor:es lost there a few months ago. I told Limthset there is no
question of your doing 4l in your power to m cover them or to aild him in

the matter. _
Yery “espct. etce.

E.J. Steptoe

Mr.PJennison, “alles,

[Francis I. DWIf £, Indlan trader in Colville Yelley W.T., licensed by
A,P, Deanison who sent orders or request to Steptoe to apoeehend him,

seize bond, rocis etc.]
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office Indien “gent, ¥alles, Oct. 12, 1'%

Sir:

Last week I celled the Wasco Indiens toge ther for the purpose of notifying
them thet they must remove to the reserve. Lpon their asgembling s d
kmking talking the subj ct over I found there wes so many poor farilies
that would require me to assist them in removin: end thost that were %Xmm not
poor” toldme that they would require me to move their cropsx or they wo: 1d
have to sbandon them, such as potatoes and corn of which they have & con=
siderable quantity, thet I'deﬁcrmized to have them remainin fhelr -roesont
location the coming, ihey can be subalsted here at little or less expense
this winter them they co 1d be upon the reservation owing to the lerge expense
of trensporting their supplies, 1 have to d them that they must go to
reserve early in the spring.

1 desire you will if nosslile make and farwafd tome at your earliest
convenience 8 copy of that pert of the trecty of the 25th of June, 1855
which refers tc the purchase of the houses and other improvements which
the Yasco Indians now occupy, 80 I csn Informt hemw hat they may e xpect
if the treaty should bo rstified.

fespectfully etc.

A.P, Dennison, indiun Agent,

o 1.7, lesmith, esq.

Supte. Indisn Affairs, Salem, 0,T.
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Fort Vancouver, v,T. October 13,1857
To0ol. James . TYesmith, Sunerintendent, Indisn “ffairs 0.T. , W,T,
Sips
I herewith tronanmithk to you for your special consideration end
endorsement statements end affidavits exhibiting the claim of Messrs
Brooke, Boomford and Yo for loss of ca:tle etc. in the ¥alls *alla country
by hee tile Indiens at the com encement of the I dian war in the esutumn of
1855 .we
. Rhe desire that this' claim should pass throuch your office with such
recom endation in the premises as you may feel autho ized to make to
the Com, of {ndirn Affairs at “ashincton,
Yery truly
Your obt. servent

Brooke, “roomford & Co.
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Pepartment of the Interior, Orfice I dlan Affairs
September 19th, 1857

Sir:

Authentlc intelligence has been received of the unfortuncte loss of the
steam r "Centrsl America" formerly calléd the George Law" with her passengeras
and mails con‘:ected wi th the éacific line of steamers to “Yalifornia mad
Ore FOlla .

It 18 suprosed thot some offlclal comrunic -tions from yourself and the
sgents under vour superintendency have foiled to recch this office by
reason ofthe unfortunate disester,

If this shoildbe the case, you are requested to forward by the next
gteamer after the receipt of this le'ter a duplicste of any communicstion
to thé department whichmight probsbly have been in the mail so logt--and
to direct your agenta to send duplicates of any reports that they may have
forwarded by the last Pacific 8teuamer having reference to this date,

very regpectfully etc,
Charles &, uwix

acting com isstoner

Jo.W. Hesmith, esq,
Supt. Ind. /ffairs

Salem, Cregon ‘er,
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Fort ®imcoe W.T,

September 37, 1857
Ma jor: (extract)
# # In this con-ection 1t is proper to say that last fall the Indian
Departmcnt deposited at this post 15000 pounds of flour for issue to the
friendly Indians in this vicinity during the winter, thils fell they have md
made no deposit at all, nor do I hear of any intentions to make one.
the frie dly lndiens ho occupled the *opinish lastwinter have already made
anxious énquiries as to whether they can get any flour Zxix here this
winter and stute that the salmon fishing upon which they chiefly depend

for food durinz the winter has been unus:ially noor during the past sumner.,

I em ®ir, Very Respectfully
four Obt Svt,
(S'gned R.5, Garnett)
Major 9th Infy.
Hajor W.w. liackall Condy Post.,.
Asst, Adjt. Yenersl

Sen Francisco, Cal,
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Jacksonville, 0.7T. October 31,1857

Supt. I d. Affairs, “eshington T.
Sir: I write to you for the purpose of ascertaining some information in
rezard to the payment of the claim sgainst rour department of Boyd % Blakely
of ¥66 I brlieve for :the publication of the notice of the Yskima Tresby
etc, in the "Umpqua Cazette," 81 the 6th March 1last I signod and enclosed
to Yov, Stevens, then supcrintendent, a voucher for the amount snd af ter=
wards received a letter, dated darch 27th, 185%,from the superintendent
steting thet our sccount hed "bern received, end the sccount apwroved"
and he says "1 have 710 funds on hend at bhe present time annlicable
to the 'ayment of this accou t but expect a remittance sha tly. &8 som
8o the neccssary funds are placed at my di posal you will be apprised
of the fact and the account settled,

You will pleese inform me how soon the claim cen bE probably be
pald, Mr, doyd has gone tothe states and I em authorized to collect all
claims of “oyd % Biakely.

L also wish to nake the oeme inquiries in relation to the claim of K. Vauldl
(?) and Blakely for publishin: same tresnties in the "Table Rock ® entinel"

Yhe account wes apnrov d by Supt. Stevens and

amounting to #1850, 62,
vouchers were enclosed to us by im in a letter dated March 27,1857
e sipned the vouchers and returned them to him. lesse inform us when

ve mey RmXIxe expect the cleim paid.
Respectfully etc,

“lex Blakely,
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Office fndien #gent
Dalles, Nove. 4th, 1857
Sir:
Since tsk ing charge of the Yaekama District Yaghington ferritory which
was formerly in charge of Specisl Agent Rabie I have made myself somewhst
scquainted with the wants and necessitles of the Indians in that distiict
and not bein: informed whether or no Mr.Robie hasmade an estimate of expenses
for the present quarter I “eg to submit the following.
Ebr purchase of mrovisions ete %2,500
¥ " Clothing et 2,000
If in your power to furnish me with the amount of fund above mentioned

-

* deéire vou will do so at the esrliest pcssible moment. I em of the
opinion that the a“ove amount will be actually necessary to supoly the
Indians in that District so as to prevent any unusnal amount of
sufferinc the coning wlnter,

Etc.

A,P, Dennison, L dian A gent
to J.%W. Nesmith, esq.

Sunt., Ind. Affairs, Salem, O0.T,





