Smohalla

Tmatille Indian agency. Comm ssioner of Indian affairs, 1872

Sir: Iahave _the honor to submit this my second annual report as
agent for the Walla “alla, “ayuse and Umatilla Indians.
Since holding of the council in August, 1871, they appar tobe
better satisfied am have confidence that the government will protect
them in t heir rights. ‘his has induced som@ of them to go o work
and cultivate the soil....
Shortly after taking charge of the agency , finding that white
men were pasturing their stock on the reservation, I immediately notified
all the white settlers living in the vicinity of the reserve that
this was in violation of the l ws of the 7 'ted Btates and that
any person treapassing after this notice would be prosecuted. Nearly
all removed their stock at once. O:r:le or two parties still continuing to
herd their stock on the Indian larmds in spite of the notice given them.
1 entered complaint in the UnitedStates court and obtained judgment
against them. 'his has had the desired effect, and we have had but
, Little trowle since from this source.
Barly in the month of #ugust a small party o the Pannock band of
Snake Indians who were sent down by their chief of that banc} paid
a visit to these Indians for the purpose of inviting them to come and see
them anmi make arrangsments to trade with them. :he Snake Indians
have until the past few years been considered as hereditary
enemies by t e Indians here and believing thatmuch good wouudd
result fram the restoration of peace and harmony between the tribes
I gave my cmsent for them to go. It being impossible Bor me to leave
at the time, I sent my interpreter incharge of our Indians with
instructions to keep me advised -in case any diffiiculty should a rise.
These ®nake Indians procure large amounts of bu falo robes which

they are anxiow to trade with owr Indians for horses and our Indians took
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with them a considerable number of thelr poines for the purpose of
making a'trade. Our Indiahs have allr eturned much pleascd with
the ir visit ami although they did not trade to a great extent, I
am satisfied that it hasb.een productive of gpeat good.;
and I have received letters fram white citizens residing in the Snake
country who say that the good advice given by our Indians to the
®nakes to remain at peace with the whites will no doubt have great
welight with those people.

Renegades,.

I i“ecember, 1871, T had the honor to report to yomr predecessor, Hon
#4.,B. Meacham the gres difficulties under which we labor in
consequence of the large numter of renegade I;dians who are gathered to
gether on the Cplumbia river. I should estimate that there are now and hve
been for same time past, upward of two thousand of these renegades
Indians wR6dA®EAd who belong to different tribes and bands but who
are now controlled by an Indian named "Smo-hal-ler or "Big '-“4511];«:'D or

[a]

"Four Mountains." He has emissaries cons tantly traveling fram one
;esez‘vatim to another trying to induce ths Ipdians who are residing on
them to abandon the ir homes and join his band. ‘hese Indians are under
no control whatever by the whites. Superintendents and agents

hgvemade efforts at various times to induce them to remove to the
different reservations in ®astern Washingtoan and Eastern Oregon and
ai‘orthern Igaho Dbut without effect. “nd while theyare allowed to remahin
and defy the power of the povernment, it is impossible for the several
agents on the aifferent reservations to exercise a proper control over
their I dians. Complains are constantly made by the white s

of depredations cammitted by Indians and which they a ttribute to the
@8d40dvd reservation Indians but whic im nearly all cases

are committed by these renegades on the “olumbia river. ‘his spring

a few of our Indians belonging to Lalse's band of the Umatilles left

the reservation to join the 1l,dians on the Uolumbia and it has only been
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by the preatest efforts that Homli , the chief of the Walla-Wallas
hés been restrained from leaving the reservation,
I am informed , unofficially that the government has laid off
a recervation on which it is in contemplation to place all the
#Indians of this cection of country who have no settled homes., I
hope such is the ca e and that t hey may be removed at an early date.

Until this 1s done many of the I _dians on the different reservations
seeing that rnothing is done by the govermment, constantly evince a
desire to r oama bout and.cannot be induced to settle down on their
farms and adopt the habits of civilization, which I amsatisfied
they would do were theme Indians removed.

.....fefome closing this report I feel it my duty to refer
to what I pelieve to ®® an unintentional error in the last annual
report of the late superintendent, Hon. #.B. lMeacham, in reference to
schools m this reservation,

“He says a"At least one-half the Indians on the reservation
are uvery much opposed to tle Catholic religion and will not consent
to have their children educated in that church,.

There is no doubt that a large number of ¢ ell;ldians ars still wedded
to their old superstitions and ae opposed to any religion
whotever. There are a few familie‘s, certainly not more
than six, who many y'ears ago received saune religions instruction
from the Presbyierian missionaries but all of t hese send their
children regularly to school and they themselves punctually attend
ﬁ@aﬁ)ﬁhéd devine ‘service on Sunday. “ith these few exceptions all those
who profess tohave any religionat all are Catholics, having received
religious ins truction fran the priests of that church and many of
them are not only professing Christians but by their daily life and actions
show that theya ¢ not on.y :hristiahs in name but in practicej;and I
am hap y to say tha t ti.eir numbers areincreasing and tt is

devoutly hoped that all may yet beb ro ght to bear the words of
truthe Ne.A. Cornover, U.S. Indiansagent. To T.B. Odeneal, supt. IA Ore.



®mohalla eof'isheries

“arm Springs agency, Pept. interior Indian commissioner. 1878

Sir; In accordance with instructions T have the honor
to submit the following as my fifth annual report of the condition
of the Indians uhder my charge: (AQEAS® September 1, 1872.)
‘he number of Iudians bel nging to this agency is about as follows:

Wascoes, 154 males, 134 females, 288 total, |

WarmSprings 131 males, 158 fema les, 289 total,

Tininos=-Sixteen males, IBGuAUd 33 females, 49 total,

Lotal 301 males, 325 females » grand total 626,

I was unable to makec a new census during s year.. The last
veénsus was taken withgrea. care and believing the details tohave
been equal to the b irths during the time, T hawe therefore
adopted it as being much neareﬂv correct than I could hope to
approximate in any o her way.

Of the number above mention d about slxty ar e absent without leave
and refuse to return, ""'hey belcng to a re ligious sectlnown as
©R6Bdd Smohollaha and r efuse to obey the laws of the white men .

'Lhey left this sagency while under the charge of my predecessor and
1 have been unsb&s to induce the ir return. W6k With the exception of
gabove, the I:dians are c niented and their advancement during the
year toward civilization has been great,.

With few exceptions they have abandored all their former manners
and custons. Seventy-seven have made a profession of Christianity

manifesting a grea interest in the cause of their fedeemer.

e«sl wish to call your attention to théa fact tha the Indians
have been refused the right to take fish f rom the Dalles

fishery without remunerating the present claimants. I have

had to pay Mr.*ans who claims these fisheries, ¥60 per annum to
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allow the Indians to fish there are all.,

‘he Indians in the ir tre:aty reserved the right to take fish at these
fisheries , Afterwards they were induced by the then superintendent
Huntington to sign a supplemental treaty when theyagroed not to leave
the reservation without permission butrsver agreed to give up their
right to the fishery.

From long use of fish they have become jgcustomed tothem as an
article of food 88@ that they seem indispensable to them. It
is a 9hE@Ad shame that this right ha: been taken away f rom
them, and I hope to s ee it again restored to them forever.
“ast fall, under instructions fram Superintendent Meacham I hdd

-

the fishery surveyed sending him a plat there of ; since Thave heard
no more oni:he.subject, I trust this matter will receive your
prompt attention.

Qhe Sonnamarsha country, before spoken of, was surveyed 1la st
summer. I have as yet received no plants of the survey and disputes
gre arising as to the location of claims. I would be pleased toreceive
the plats and ldcate the lots before the winterps fencing begins,

John Smith, U.S. I, dian agent.

(Yo) T.B. Odeneal, esq.

Suptrintendent Indian affairs, Salem, Ore.



tenegades. (Smohalla religion)

Report of Commissioner of Indian affairs, 1872,

The Clatrops, Nestucahs, *illamooks and Nehalims with whom no
treaty wa ever made armd wholave received but little assistance or
attention from the govermnment number in the aggregate about two
hurdred.

‘l'heya re now in Tillamook county, samne thirty miles from the
Grand Rondea gency. By the report of Agent Sinnott it appears
that they desire to ha ve lands allotted to them and tobe alloweci to
send the ir children to school at that agency. I think ‘these benefits
am privileges should ove extended to them.

I, Wallowa valley in the eastern part of the state there are about
two hundred Nez Perces , who claim that they were not partis:
to the treaty made with their people several years ago; that the
valley belonged to this tribe at the time of making this treaty;

thatthey hawve i1ived there ever since ; that this has always been their
country and they oppose its settlement by the whites. Havingb een

Q6 directed +to inquir into the facts in reference to thesc Indians
and ascertain their needs, I w1l make this matter the subject of a
special report,.

‘he I,dians mentioned by #gent COvghédd L'ox'no-yen:' in his report as
being now on the Columbia river, numbering in his opinion two thousand,
are a source of cam siderable annoyance to the agent at Yarm Springs
and Umatilla.

They have a new ard peculiar religion by the doctr.ines of which they
are taught that a new Yod is coming to their rescue; that all
‘the Iidians whoh ave died heretof ore and who shall die hersaiter BEOU
are to be resurrected; that as they then will be very numerous and
powsrful they will be able to conquer the whites r€cddd recover

their lands and live as free and unrestrained as their fathers lived



in olden times.

Their model of a man is an Indian; they aspire to be ‘ndians and
nothing else. #bout four hundred of t embelong at Umatilla
agency, one hundred at Warm Springs and the remainder in the
territories o Idaho and Vashington. I understand that repeated
ineffectualeffortsia ve been made to induce them to r eturn to their
reservations. It has not been practicable for me to confer personally
with theme. It is though by t hose who know them best t hat they canrnot be
made to go upon their reservation witho t at least being intimidated by
the pPedend presence of military force.

‘he estimates of the numberof Pnake Indians not now on any reservation
range fromsix hundred to twelve hundred. # new reservation
Wwas recently selccted for them on the headwaters of Malheur River but
the selection has not besn approved as yet and the Indians are still
roaming over the cast scope of country which they claim as ther
ome Their wants have heretofore been fully presented to
you and it 1is not necessary that I should repeat anything containedin
my recent report on their conditione

T.B. Odeneal, superintendent Indian affairs in

Onegone



Smohalla ¥ishing richts

Wlarm Bprings “gency, Sept. 1, 1873

Sir.

In compliance with the regulat ‘ons of the I dian department service
I am submitting the f d lowing as my annual report for the time
intervening betweenthe date of my last Beport and September, 1873

I have not becn able tomake a new cenéus during the year but
presume that the deaths and births are about the same and the census
QGgArdQ@dOhed§aa®at of la- t Yyear will therefore apply to this,
making in all the niumber of Indians belonging to tH s reservation
B26.

fbout thirty-nine of t his number are absent without leave. 1hey Lefit
the reservation while under the charge of my predecessor, :L'heyw ere
Induced to do so by the influence of bad men; and also they are .
believers in a superstition known as the Smohollah .

This religion, if such it may be called, is believed by nearly all
the Umatillas, Spokane > & great number of the Yakimas and many
r enegades of other res rvations.

The re ligion is like that of the llormons and ministers and works
on theevil passions . Themain object is to allow a plurality of wives,
immuni ty from punishment for law-breaking amd allowance of all
tle vices-~especially drinking aml gambling--are chief virtues in the
believers of this religion. Some provision should be made at once for
pPlacing ®ll these outlaws on a reservation where they could receive

the benefit o f strict lawrigidly enforced.

5e...I Imve toreport that te salmon-fishery athe Dalles on the
“olumbia has been clained by white men aml that te Indians & e
forbidden tofish thereat. :he 1-d1850d ‘ndians mOAd 040 &P el8 &9
reserved the right to fish at tha t fishery in their treaty of June,

Aoy
1855, “fterwarg they m:ude a treaty to visit the fishery on passes from
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their agent; but fran sane cause the treaty, as approved, makes
them give up their right. I have inve stigated this ma ‘er and
havé the evidence of the person who interpreted to tle
lndians that nothing was said a2s to their giving u p this right
and I am therefore fully satisfied that t he treaty is a great wrong
and that tie00 the f ishery rightfully belongs to these peonle and

1 trust that measures will be at once taken torestore it to
t hem.
For report of day school see re port of teacher, herewith
tramsmitted.
I would alsocall dtention to the report of the physician.
John Smith, U.S. I,diana gent. To Hon commissioner of Indiang

Wirfairs, Wash., D.C.



“0lville~~~-Dreamers a d Drummers .

~

Heport of Indian commissionsr, 1875

«+There are eight tribes belonging to the agency, numbering in the
aggregate 3,117 souls as near as can be ascertained. Only thAd8edofdeand
three of said tribes however resided upon the reservationwest of the Cow-
lumbla, viz, the Okanagans, Sanpoels and Nespeelums, numbering 830 in

all.

The Codvilley, 650, are located in the Colville valley and on both sides
o€ the Columbia from Keéttle Falls down to the mouth of the Spokane
river. The Lakes, 242, arelocated on both sides of the Columbia river
from Kettle Yalls north to the British line. The Callispels ar Pend
d'Oreilles, 395, are located on both sides o the Pend d'Oreille or

Clarkos fork of ‘the Columbia in the vicinity of Callispel lake.

The ‘-’:okanes live on both sides of the bpokane river from its mouth
to Idaho and the Methows, 315, are located on the west side af the
Columbia river from the mouth of the Okanagan to the Wenatchee river.

itth the exception of the Sanpoels, Nespeelums and Methows, who never
visit the a ency (amd the two former have invariably refused to
acknowledge the authority of the government or its agents)There
is every reasm to be satisfied with the peaceable and friendly
disposition of the abovementiomed tribes and wilth the trial they

seem to be making to adapt themselves to the pursults of civilized
life.

Prophets,..

The Panpoels and Nespeelums, who may be regarded aé one tribe, ar e
wholly under the comtrol of their preachers or prpphets, who are called
dreamers and ae d 3B tinct fran the drummers who live lower down on the
Columbia. Yey tell their followers that truth is revealed to them
(the propliets) directly from heaven and all that is necéssary to

their
secure thi® well being in this world and happiness in the next
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1s to obey them implicity amd that they do almost without an e xception,
A distrust of the white maen and a disregard of their teaching and
laws seems to be the foundation of their faith and no one is per-=
miéted to acknowledge & y authority emanating fram them.

“hey are ha wing a bad effect wupon the surrounding tribes, of fering to
the turbulent and disorderly a place of refuge and Immunity from
punishment. *he whites living in their v‘icinity complaint that they
s te l thért heir horses amd kill their cattle and commit other acts of
lawlessness. T'nless same steps are taken to bring them to a sense of
their duty ofhi® serious difficulty may be apprehended. The agent is
powerless aml they can only be dealtf with by the strm g arm of t he
military. I am of the opinion that the speediest and most effectual
means of bringing them to t erms is to arrest the ringleaders, not

over six, and send them to some distant reservation and forbid
them to return to their country. It would s trike terror among them, as
an India ndB6d8d dreads nothing so much as to be forced from his
home amd friemds. The tribe would then be easily controlled. L he
chief is a well meaning man but ha: lost his influence and blindly
follows the prophetee....John A. Simms, United States Indian agent.



Nez ferce liar--Smohalla...Commissioner of Indian affairs, 1877

inellez *erces originally inhabited the country in Idaho lying betw: en
the ?1tter Koot and Blue Mountains and extending from the Pelouse River on
the ~orth tot he Palmon river and valley on the saith. By the treaty
of June, 1855, signed by 58 chiefs, head men and delegates a portion of
this terrdtory on the west and south was cedcd to the United ® tates
Uhief Lawyer occupying the Kemiah Valley,Dig Thunder ﬁhe Lapwai, %imothy the
Alpowai, J.sevh he “allowa and Pilly the Salmon Hiver valley.
Upon the discovery o gold in the fall of 1860 the reservation was soon
bverrun with settlers rushing to the mines and toa void a confiict
betw en them and the Indians an agreement was entered into, but not
confirmed by congress, on the 10th o April, 1861,between Superintendent
Ggary and 4gent Cain on one part and Uhief Lawyer, with 47 chiefs, headmen an
deleéates on the other part,whereby the portion of the reserve lying s0G&h
north of the “nake am Vlearwater Rivers, the South Fork df the “lear-
water snd the trail from s aid South * ork by the ‘Weipo root ground”
across the ?itter Root mountains was opened to t he whites in common
with t e I diang for mining purposes.
In deflance of law and despite the m otestations of t he Indian
agent, a town-smte was laid oft in Yctober, 1861 on the
reservation and Lewiston, with a population of 1,200, sprung
into existence. ‘o this another grievance was added in the
distributing of annunities , articles being supplied in inadequate
quantities., In 1862 only 247 blarkets were furnis hed the tribe
or one blanket to six Indians and 4,393 yards of calico which was less
than two yares to each Indian. uiving e blanket to one Irdian works no
satisfaction to the other vive, who r eceive none, snd two yards of
vwealico to each Indian affords but little Help and noa vancement; yet
t his was all that could be distributed owing to the meagre

appropritims allowed.,

Dy the spring of 1863 it was very evident that, fran the
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change of the circumstances and contract with whites a new treaty wa
required to properly definite, ard if possible, curtail the limits
of the reserve. ®ccordingly on the 9th of June, 1863, Calvin H. Hale,
Charles Hytchins and S.D. Howe, commissioners on thepart of the
U.S. and Yhief Llawyer, whose opinion Governor Stevens held in higher
esteem than that of any other Indian in the territory,with fif' ty other
chiefs and headmen (twenty of whom were parties to the treaty of 1855
on the part of the Nez ferces made aew treaty whereby the
reserve was reduced to its present limits, excluding Wallowa,
Palmon f iver and Alpowai %alleys.
After the canclusion of t hese negotiations the “ez Perce
tribe divided into two 'flactions, viz , the treaty or peace
party and the non-treaty or war party, the latter being led
by Joseph, Looking Giass, Big Thunder,White Bird and Lagle from the
Light.
“hief Joseph and his nvand utterly ignoring the treaty of 1863
continued to claim the Yallowa valley whereh e was tacitly permitted
t o 068 ‘roan without restraint until the encroactments of white
se.ilers induced the gowernment to take some definite action

Ferces.

respecting this band of non-treaty Nez
4 commission, consisting of Hon J.P.C. Shanks, Hon T.W, Bennett and
#gent H.\/. Reed wasg appointed *arch 26, 1873 to investi ate and
report upon Indian affairs in Idaho; amd Supt. T. Odeneal and :
Agent J.B. Monteith were designated february 7 and 25, 1873, respectively
as a special comiission to make an Iinvestigation and hold a council
with Chief Joseph and band and otler Indians occupying Ygllowa
valley in Oregon with a view to their removal, if practicabls, to
Lapwai, res rve,
lhe first named commission state the source of the then existing

]
troubles with the Nez *erce I,dians tohave been the encraochment of
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the whites upon their farming lands and upon their fishery and hunting
grounds, as wellas the actual settlement of four white rmen within
the limits of the reduced reservation in violation of treaty
stipulations,

%he other commission held the r emoval of +these roving Nez
Yerce's to the Lapwal reservation tobe impracticable

S0 long as the WalLoﬁé Valle;y remained unsettled,Chief Joseph
ard his followors retained it in quiet possession, under the full
sway and influence of Smohalla and other ndreamers" or medicine-men
who held thathe earth was a part of t hem:elves and that Chief Joseph
had a right to roam wherever impulse ar inclination led him. 4s a
removal had been declared to be impracticable and his right as a
non-treaty Indian to occupy the “allowa Valley was still mooted, it
was deemed Lo be good policy, in avoidance of a conflict liable to
be the result of additional settlement to declare the valley an
fndian res rvation and thereby check further encroachment of settlers
until some decisive action culd be taken by Congress to remove
the whi tes from Lapwal reserve and to settle the non-treaty
Indians thereon. #ccordingly on the 16th of June, 1873
the Pre:sident declared the “allowa valley a reservation for t he
roving band of Yez ferce! Iﬁdians éo long as they r emained peace-
able and committed no depredations on the settlers or their
lnprovements. There being a number of se tlers within the
reservation thus set apart by the President an a ppraisal of'their
improvements wasmade arnd submitted to the department to be
recommended for appropriatie legislation. ;ongress, however, failsd
to make an appropriation forthe payment of the cla ims of these
setilers and Chief Joseph, a fter a lapse o tw years,showed a

disposition mneither to set.le upon the “allowa resei've nor to

respect the rights of broperty of t he whites whom he encountered



4
in his unrestricted Bédenvad roving. “AGA0AEAE0ad  Bhaseowdnag
@ AoiGed Having thus failed to secure the results contemplated by the
1ssue of the arder of June 16, 1873, the Indian office thenr e comended
revocation of said order, which was sigred by President Grant
June 10, 1875,
§Wing to the imminent danger of a conflict b tween the
set¥tlers and r oving P8AA&0®A Indians growing out of the rurder
'by the whites of one of Chief J seph_s band, and of the depredations
upor t he crops and stock of the whites by the Ihdians, & commission
consisting of D.H. Jerome, Esq. Brig. Gen. 0.0. Howard, Naj. H,
CJay_Wood, A.A.G. 2nd “"illiam Stickney, esq and 8+C. Barstow
¢8qe of the berd of Indian comissioners was appointed in October,
ODlBWBL 1876 by the Secretary of the I,terior, Hone. Z. Chandler, to
visit these Indians with a view to secure t heir permanent
settlemert upon the reservation and their ea ly entrance upon
8 dhldfbatdd civilized 1life, and t o adjust the difficulties
then existing between them and the settlers.
‘he report of the commission, submitted December 1, 1876, which
accompanies this report, page 183) recomuended, first:
the return of the dreamers or medicine men to the r&serve
and in case of refusal, their transportation to the indian
territory; secondly, the speedy military occupacation of the
Yallowa valley by a force adequa e to suppress any outbreak, the
agent in the mean time to continue his efforts in persuading them
to settle upon the rese ve; thiily, failing to s cure a quite
se ttlement upon the reserve that farciblemeans be used %o place
them on it; and fowrt ly, should depredations upon the property of
any overt act of hostility by the Indians bemade, the employment of
sufficient force to bring them into subjection and to place them on

ths reservation,

Ill
he depa:-artment acted
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upon the recomrendations, instructing the agent toh old i terviews
with these Indians and also requesting the “ar Department to
take military occupation of the valley in the interest o peace
and to cooperate with the agent in the effort to place Yhief
Joserh and his band in permanenthomes upon t he Lapwai reservation.
Yeneral Howard with “4gent Monteith took chaige of tle proposed ’
negotiations,Several interviews wereheld with Chief Joseph but
owing to the pernicious influence of the dreamers--"mohalla
especially--no sugpestion from the I:dian agent seem@d to Chief
Joseph worthy of consideration ; and it becoming evident to
Agent lMonteith th& all negotiations fothe peaceful removal
of Jeoseph an@ his band, with other non-treaty Nez Yerce Indians to
the Lapwai 1ndialn resrvation in “rdaho must fail of a satisfactory
ad justment, General Howard was placed in full control of all further
attempts fortheir removal,
He held three councils with these Indians, on the drd, 4th and 7th ®
of May la:t, respe.ctive ly in wh ch Joseph, L oking Glass, “hite
Bird, and three chief leaders of all the non treaty Indians
agreed to go upon the reservation with thoir seve al bands. Ih' accordance
withthis agreement, arrangements weremade to vk it the se¢veral .
lo alities on the rese ve suitable far the s ettlement. jhe f irst
visit wasmade on the 8th of May to the valley of Lapwai for a
location for JOseph ard his bard. ""he next day Looking Glass
and White Bird visited the valley of the Vlearwater at t he moith
of th@U Kamiah creek. 1he0 fere,among the Kamiah Indians,
L. oking Gjass proposed to settleupon the spare lands of this valley.
On the 10th of May they proceeded some 16 or 18 miles up the
Ujearwater vwhere the found a country abounding in wood, water amd grass

with plenty 'of arable land. Encoura\-.dd by Looking Glass, White Pird

settledupon this as his location,
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“aving accomplished this part o their plans the I, dians met on the
15th of May at 't Lapwai to hold a final council in regard to the
removal of their bands to these localities and agreed to remove
their stock and settle thereon in thirty days. So confident were
General_ Howard, Inspectar “atkins and “gent Monteith of the hones ty
of pnrpose oPO the Indians displaysed aml t eir definite selection of
homes that they felt justified in telegraphin the sw cessful te minati on
of any danger of an outbreak aml the approaching peaceable removal
of &A9 all non-treaty Indians $o suitablehomes within the limits
of the reuervation,
Une &y however, iriar to the expiration of the time Fixed for
their removal (namely June 14, 1877) open hostilities by these
Indians began by the murder of 21 white men and wamen on White B:rd
Ureek near Mount Idaho in ré&v®AQy revenge for the murder of one of
their tribe. *he f ew troops under the command of General Howard wers
ordered out at‘ once and onthe 17th of June Yaptain Perry made the firg
attack in a canon of ﬂangmangs ;reeknear Spokane, 75 miles east of
Lewiston, losing thir ty-four men. On the fourth of July,
the attackwis renewed by Colonels l’erry and Whipple at Kamiah near

:'ottonwood on Palmon fiver with a loss of 13 men. ihe next battle was
under the immediate com and of “eneral Howard which occured on the
12th of July onthe South Fork of the Clearwater near the Mouth of
:ottonwood creek, the g ove rnment ss®0 sustaining a loss
of 11 k'lled and 26 wounddd. On the 19th of guly the Indians were
r ported as having fled onthe Lolo trail to the buffaloc o ntry east
of the Pitter Root WMountains having crossed the Clearwater 20 miles
below at Kamiah.

ee.. T is failing 'im, theOBd@agmdc  and “aneral M:iles renewing

the attack the next day,he was compelled to end tie long and severe

s truggle on the b5th of ¢ tober, by an uncom itional surrender of all



forces.

:here is , however, an insuperable difficulty in theway owing to
the fact tha at the beginning of the outbreak of the Nez FPerce war, tw
@QRU 21 whites in the immcdiate vicinity of Joseph_ps home werse 0
murdered in cold blood by the Indians and six white wamen outraged.
f’ecause of these crimes, therewoull one no prace or s afety for steph
and his Indians in their o0ld res: rvatio, or in its vicnity as thefriends
and relatives of t he victims would wage an unrelenting war upon the
offenders. Put for these foul crimes these Indians would be sent back
to the reservation in Idaho. ‘ow, however, they will have to be
sent to the res6p@@ddbdd indian territory..

...Upon the capture orYosevh and his Ipdians the first question

that arises is"What shall be done with them.?" Humanity prompts us
to send them bhack and place them on the Nez Ferce reservation
as Joseph and his followers hgve shownthemselves tobe brave men
and skillful soldiers,who wih one excdption have observed the

r ules of civilized warfare and have not mutiliated their dead |

enemies.e



cause of "'L'rouble with the non-treaty Indians including Joseph and
his followers:

The dreamers among other pernivious doctrire s teach that the
e arth being created by God complete should not be disturbed by
manand that any cultivation of the soil or other improvements
to inteffer with its natural productions, any voluntary submission to
the control of the govermment, any improvement in the way of schools,
chuwrches etc. are crimes from which they shrink. :his fanaticism 1s kept
alive by the superstitions of these “dreamers who industriously
teach that if they continue steadfast in the;r present belief
a leader will be raised up in the ®ast who will restore all the d ead
Indians to life, who will nite with themin expplling the whites
from their country, vhen they will again enter upon and
reposses the lamds of the ir ancestorse.

influenced by this belief Joseph and his band firmly declined to
enter into any rnegotiati ons or make any arrangem nt that loolked to
a final settlement of the que stion pendirg e tween him and the
governmente.

e ...We therefore recommend:

F;rst; That the leaders and.teachers of what is knowvm as the “dreamer”
belief be requimd to return to the ggencies where they belong
forthwith and in case of refusal that they be removed from
further catact with the reaming Iindians by immeciate transportation
to the I, dian territory.

There is at least one such "dreamerﬁ with Joseph;s band to whanm
reference has been previously ;nade in this report. |

oo AABHOIBE0D

'Second--Wﬂ,th this pregnant cause of trouble thus removed so long as

Joseph and his band remain in the Im-na-ha valley and v isit the

Wallowa valley f or hunting, fishing and grazing for only a shori time



DBreamers..llez Perce

Uommissioner o Indian #ffairs, 1877

“gpart of Civil and Hilitary Commission to Nez Perce Indians

Washington ~erritory and the Nnrthwest....Pdrtland, Ore. Yec 1, 1876,

«.?n appo ntment was secured for a council to be convened in tle church
at Iapwai near the agency on H nday, lovember 13, 1876 at 12 a.m. nearyy
a week after the arrival of the commissioners.

..October 28 the commission left by steamer for Portland(from
San PFrancisco) arriving there N'vember 1 where the ¢ mmission wa
organized by choice of Mr. Jerame as chairman and My, Stickney
as secretary. Joined by “Yolonel “ood(“opy) the commission left P rtland
Novemoer & and proceeded by steamboat, railroad and stage to
Lapwai, Nez Ferce, Indiana gency 570 miles fpmm Portiand,
reaching there *uesday night, November 7. (Brevt Col. Clay Wood,)

ee..the reply to all such su;gestions, seriously made and of &
repeated both by Joseph arnd his brother was to the effect that the
Mordative Power' mhen he made the earth maie no marks, no lines
oi disision or éeparation upon it, and that it should be allowed
to remain as then made. *he earth was his mother., lle wasmade of t he
earth and grew up on its bosom. The earth,as his mother and nurse
was sacred to his affections, too sacred to be valued by or sold for
silver and gold. He could not consent to severd nis affection
from the land that bore him. He was content to live upon such fruits
as the creative Power pl ced within and upon it and unwilling to
barter these and his free habits aﬁay for the new modes of 1life
proposed by us. Morever the earth carried chieftianship, which the
interpreter explained tomean law, authority or control and therefore
t o part with the sarth would be to part with himself. “e did not desire
Viallowa Valleyzas a reservation, for that would subject him and his band

to the will of aml deperdence on another, and to laws not of

the ir own makinge ee-.



each year, we recomrend a speedy military occupancy of
the valley by an adequate farce to prevent a recurience of past
difficulties betw-en the whites and the Indians. Meanwhile the
agent of the lez Yerces should continue his efforts to settle these
Indians in severalty upon the lands of the reservation &c that are
still vacante.

Third#-Unless they should conclude to settle quietly as above
indicated, whthin a reasonable time in the jué&ent of the
depar tment they s hould then be placed by force upon the ez Yerce
reservation and in satisfaction of any possible rights of occupancy whih
they may have, the same a4id and allotments of land granted to the |
treaty, Nez ‘erces should be extended to them on the reservation.

Fourth: If these Indians overrun land belonging to the whites and
commit depredations upo their property s disturb the paace
by threats or otherwise or commit any other overt act of hostility
s W6 recommend the employment of sufficient force to bring them into
subjection and to place them upon the Nez Ferce reservation.

The Indianagent at Lapwal should be fully instructed to carry into
execution these suggestions, relying at all times mpon the department
¢ ommander for aid when necessary,

¥irths##We recomend the adoption of & similar policy toward the other
non-treaty Indians of the Yakiia, Umatilla anmd Nez Ferce agencles
including other I;dians who have wandered from their reser-ation

and for this purposc the a gents having the c are of t hese

r-servations should be directed to take similar action to that recommendeq
for the liez Perce agent.

Non compliance by t he : overnment with its treaty obligatidbns

During an Interview held with the agent and treaty Indians for the
purpose of ascertaini g whether t here wers sufficient unoccupied
tilleble lands for dosephis pand oni:hé resevation and for the

further purpose of securing their cooperation to aid us in fndusine
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Joseph to come upon the recservation, facts were brought to cur attention
of afailure on t-ha part of the govermment to fulfill ths treaty
00 stipulations with t© ese Indians. The c oomiss ionther«fore deem
it t eir dutby to call the attention of the govermment to this subject:

rirst, frticle 2 of the treaty of June 9, 1863 provides that
no white man excepbing such asmay beemployed by the Indian
department shall Dbe permittedto re:ide upon the rese vationw ithout
permission of the tribe and the superintendent and agente.

By reference to page 3 of our proceedings at Lapwail hereto appended
willbe foundthe statement of Mr. J.B. Montelth , the Lited Staes
l,dian agent to the efféct that W.G. Langford asserts a claim of
640 adres , covering that at present occupied by the
agencye L

Finney Claims and occupies & s much more.

Colwell ¢ laims ami occupies about seventy-five acre .

D.B. Randall claims 50 acres.

Tt is clearly the duby of t he government to adjust and
quiet these claims and remove the parties fromthe reservation.

Each day,s delay to fulfill t his treaty stipulation adds to the
distrust of the Indians in the good faith of the government.

5'y rererence to page 8 of proceedings U hercto appended it will appemr
the commissionadopted a resolution recommending the a gent to

revoke the license given Eandall by Yames C'Neil a former
agent for the location of a stage-station on the rese vation
and to take possession of the land. This rec mmendation was deemed
pr oper, inasmuch as the station has becn abandoned f ar more
than a year, thers being o further use of it and the lands
were wanted for the use of the Indianse.
..."he failure of the ogovernment to comply with this imporvant

1

provision of the t reatycauses mich uneasiness among t he Indians who are



1ittle inclined to spend their labor and means in improving
ground held by the uncertain tenure of the pleasure of an agente.
(Fourth it is provided that certiricates (or deeds) for such
tracts shall be issued to individual Indians...) ( referring to
above.)

F_ ‘thArticle 7 of the tresty provides for a pgyment of 4,665
in gold coin to them for service:s and horses furnished the Oregon
WogAdadAdd mounted 06d10fG®GIEAA volunteers in “arch, 1856,

It is asserted by the I,dians that this provision of the treaty
has hitherto been disregarded by the governmenteee..

Consolidation of theagencies,

'f‘he commnission is instructed to "take into consideration the subject
of reducing by consolidation the number of reservations in the
territories visited and , if such a course shall be deemed
advisable to make r ecomiendations as tothe location of the consolidated
agencles and the meti.ods tobs pursued to secure such consolidatione

<. .81l the Indians in Oregon and the terrorities of "ashington and
ldaho could be well accommodated with sufficient arable land ,
suitable in soil and c limate for comfortablehomes upon the Nez Ferce
and Yakima reservation alone, Here theyv would also find ample pa:ture
lands for all their herds, supplies of pine, fure and other lumber
suita ble for building fencing and fuel, 886 streams filled with
fish and mountains teeming with game.

eoOWing to the dif ference in religion it will probably conduce to
harmon and success to consolidate &8 so as to keep the Roman Catholics
and Protestants separate as is now the case and considering the
differences o character caused by the diflference of occupation
of the Indians on and near Puget Sound fram those in the interior it

will probably be best to reduce these to two rese_vations, one

Yoman Catholiic and une Protestant,thus keeping the m8A Sound Indians
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where they can pursue their present mode of living, viz working for
lumbermen and f ishing. :Lhe I,.dians of a few reservations on and

near the mainland for example, Puyallup,Chehalis, S'Kokomish etc.
might be taken to the Yakima and become f armers andstock r aisers.
Recapitulation

f"he f ollowing summary of recommendations is submitted:

F:rst:That the leaders and teachers known as "dreamers" belonging to
non -trea ty and roamng I.dians(there being at leas& one with
Joseph's band) berequired to go upon their own reservations. In case

o refusal that they be removed to the Indian territory,

«..5eventh: That the fourteensgencies with :: the limits aof
the department of £t 1000 the Colimbia be reduced %o f ive selling the
abandoned reservations for the benefit of the Indians removed
and permitting heads of families if they choose to remain and scttle
in severalty.

Sighth-hat the ne cossary steps be taken to inve:t agents with
judicial authority similar to t hat now exercised on the Yakima
reservation.

That the tribal re lations be speedily dissolved t, the practice
of paying chiefs discontinued and a 11 Indians be e 1d amendable
like the whites to civil law,.

e« 0r Instructions further requie suggestions with a vew of
securing certainity, uniformity amd promptitude in the execution of
United “tates law both forwhites and Indians )In that part of the
country: who are brought in contact with each other."

(On the Yakima rese vation the agent has been appointed by
the district court a jpdicial of ficer i.e. a Uplited =tates “onmissioner
He declares that this arrangement with his added ‘authoritya 8

agent enables him to meet all possiblec ases of violation of law

and secures the certainity, uniformity and promptitude of execution of



the lawse
es..D.H, Jerome
0.0. Howard *
W, 1liam Stickney

A.C [ ] BarStOW.

T: Hon J.Q. Smith, commissioner of Indian affairs, “ashington, D.C.



Mommissioner of Ipdian affairs 1877.

Malheur agency, Oregon, August 14,1877 «..pp 172,

Special “gent W.M., Turner arrived on the 4th instant and reports as

follows (PP 174)

Sir: I have the horor toreportto you that immediately upon
notice of my appointment as special Indian agent I procseeded to .
this place via ~oose Lake and “arner Valleys. I chose this route
in order to learn the locality of the various straggling bands belonging
to the Malheur agency ané to ascertain the temper of the settlers in
regard to Indiansr oaming off their reservation.

I found tiree lodges of Snakes twelve miles east of Goos e Lake
who were not comunicative. I ascertained that O=cho=~ho withabout
13 men was in the neighborhood of Camp bidwe1l and learned from

a reliable source ths this chief says he will die rather than go
to Yainax:" and I am informed by 0.C. Applegate, a former subagent at
Yainax thatthere is some doubt about that being his proper reservation,
I think he can be brought here without great difficulty,

I met a very intelligent man b elonging to Chief ”innemucca:s band
who Informmed me that about thirty of said pband,men, women and children
were at Stein's Mountain and the remainder at ‘hree Forks on the
Owyhee River in Idaho.

My informant expressed the belief t hat “innemucca would not ;
himself, come to Malheur, assigning as a reason that he was unwilling
to work and was in danger of starvation on a re servation, and relying
upon the hope that he would be allowed to locate in Duck Valley
iﬁdependent of government control.

fThis is the part information is wanted about if enlarged on)ees.
eeeel have had an interview with a band from Priest Rapids on the

L’olumbia, who professed friendship but demanded the right to choose
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their own locations as whites do, and as their band had c auscd mich
alarm and annoyance in John ?ay Valley, I look forward to early
trouble between them and the settlers, unleus theyare removed
to a rese:vation by forcees seesee

“hief Lean, with most of his people, is on his way here, and I
think h&s cooperation may be secured to tring 1 n a troublesomeband
of Wiesers, now in the Payette valley. I find the settlers
alarmed and universallydemanding the removal of straggling Indians
to their reseirvations, and I am now ready to offer my services with
a view to this end.

I am , very respectfully, Vm. . Turner.

Srecial #gent.



heport of Indian Commissioners 1877 'Dreamers .
Office Siletz Indian #gency, woledo, Benton county, Oregon,

August 20, 1877,

e eSoOme opposition to the progress of Christianity among them has
been manifested by a few of the ;dream.ers0 or spiritualiéts, though
their opposition has m ly been shown in words, and has produced no
8 rious effect on the proBessing Chricstians.

e William Bagley, U.S.

Indian agente.



