1212 N.32nd Ave,
}8.0.0000000040¢6604

Jure 30,1954
Mr, RKenneth Gilbert,
Secretary of State's Office,
Olympla, Washington,

Dear Mr. Gilbert:

You mey recell that I visited Olympia last summer
for some research of your Indian %ar archives, and you showed me
very good courtesy in making repositories available for scanning,

I mentloned at that tire that 1t was my intention to do & good
deel of work among the Indiens to encurege them to reglster to vote,
and vote,

Bow in further:nce of thet cempaign, end perhaps with the view of
giving the situat ion some publicity in the line of stories, + am
writing for your as:istance or edvige:

Yo you have a work kit of voting rezistration materisl,
full reouirements es would pertain to Indiens, 'I suspect one of the
problems will be thast a percentege of these people cannot read or write/
I see no way that this hendicap can be overcome, other them to be sure
education is being properly directed to instruct reading and writing
so this , will be removed in the future. ‘

Would "work kits" be avallable in proper number through request
made by ssy the county eauditor?

#ou1d the procedure be to secure appointment say of responsible
indian leaders » Who could receive a certain fes for registering
their tribesmen?

Have you any statistics jy-facts and figures--concerning “ndien
voting In the state of ”ashingtqn, a copy of laws pernitting them to
vote etc. that woull permit me to write some intelligent articles on
the sublect.

Lf the Yakima *ribal Council approved, would it be rossible to
staff the Agency for a certain period of days, two or three, for
conoentration of registration? (This is not imminent.)

There are over 4,000 Iakima reglstered or enrollsd rather.

Much advAncement has bheen meie on the problem since I wes in
Olympia, but, much remains to be done., I have yet to overcome a
sllent opposition, I intend to find out why this prevails smd suspect
it 1s because certain ke aders fear they will eventually be voted out
of Jobs if their tribesmen acquire votirg knowledge,

I will confer with Haro1ld Purdin and receive full information from
him 88 to his knowledge eand go from there. “ny sugrestions, material



you have to of fer will be appreciasted, and it will be for newspaper
purposes.,

I myself have in mind getting owt some sort of windshield sticker,
2 proper Indian head agaim t the background of an “merican Flag,
provided the project gets rolling. I have many exploratory lines out
now, the culmination of considerable spadework

I enclose a couple of clippings for your general information,

Sincere regards

Ciick HRelander





