DEPARTMENT O THE INTERIOR.
Education. Office of Indian Affeirs.

Vashington, November 29,1892.

To U.S.Indian Agente:

Your attention is called to the attendance a% school of
children of school €ze, belenginr te your agency. It is the
aarnest wish of this Offiece that every healthy child between 5 and -
18, shall be enrolled in seheol, and shall, if poseible, attend
regularly.

The statistics fer the Piseal vear ending June 30, 1892,
indicate a eratifying agrowth in sghool attendansce. The enrolment
increased from 17,926 during the preceding year to 19,793; and the
average atiendance increased from 13,5388 to 15,111. I am anxious
that the enrolment during the present fiscal voar shall prosent
even R greater per cent. of inerecss than during the past year, amd
that the regularity of attendance may ba decldedly improved.

In a few casea the ngent can now say: "Every child of
school age and suitable health belonging to my mgency is enrolled
in some school," This may be the ocase in your agency. If so,
your energies should now be dirested to holding what you have al-

reedy gained, and to securing in addition greater regularity of

attendance. If the children of your ageney are not all enrolled,

then your plain duty is te ae your utmost to securs a complete en-
-rolment .

Pirst, the reservation government schools should ba
filled. After this, if eny shildren remaln, {(as will generally
be the case) pupils should be sent away to Fill the non-reservatim

government schools. 0f these schools there are now twenty, (with




a capacity of nearly 5,000,) all of which it is expected will be
tion at an early day. They have been established at a
large expense for land, buildinrs, water supply, furnishings, and

equirment for advanced educational instruction, as well as indust-

trial training on fovm and in shops; they are maintained at large

expense for employve force, supplics, ete.; they shovld be filled
witk pupils, and the reservation schools are the sources of supply.

To carry out the wishes of the Indian Office as above

outlined, persistsnt, patient, well-directed effort will be n:zeded
from every agsnt throushout tre year. Firmness, coupled with
prudence, must be the watchword. Repeated failuees should not
be allowed tc induce discouragement, but should rather spur o1 the
agont to renewosd and incroasad effort. Wisdon and tact mus: be
used. If individual Indians prove incorripible, thsir casas
shovld be raportad to this Offie: for instructions, with rscormend-
ations in regard to the witkholdinr of rations, anruities, atc.
The police forcs should c:rtainly be used, if necsessary, to raturn
runaway childrsn to school, and it may bs usad in securing original
enrolment of child.oen; but cars should b: sxorcissd not to provok:
thes Indians to open hostilitiss.

Wnile the “school age” is fixed at from 5 to 18, it is
not intended that those who have passed the maximum figure shall
be excluded from the government schools; on the contrary, they
should be retained as long as they desire, or cen be induced to
remain, or as long as they can receive further benefit from con-
nection with the school. Children under the age of 5 may be
received into the government schools if facilities are at hand for

their instrusztion in kindergarten methods.




A great difficulty‘in filling the non-reservation schools

e objections of parents to separation from their child-
This . must be overcome, if possible, by kindness, by par-
and by holding out the advantages, both to the child and
parent, to be dz2rived from 2 course of trzinins at the indust-
riel school. in a2 few instances, I am sorry to say, the-diffi-
culty has been in creased by the indiffersnce or active oprosition
of agency and school employes. I need hardly say that ihe Office
wishes and oxpects the hearty co-operation of every amploye.

You are instrucied to enter immediately upon the wor. as
indieatcd above. Please take a pérsonal interest in this matter.
I trust you will find time from your arducus and multifaricus
dutics to give to this subject thz time end attontion which it
d>m: nds, and thercby sccure to thsse 1littlz wards of the governmert
suct an education as shall prepar: them te assume the duties of
lif: and thkic rgosponsibilitioss of citizenship.

Your atteniuon is invited to the law of Congress (Publie-
¥o.119) 18%3:

rat hereafter the Comissioner of Indian Affsirs b-

irs, s
jeet to the direction of the Szcretary of the Interior, is her:zby
autiorizaed end diracted 1o mak: end enforce by proper means such
rul3s and regulaticns as will sscure the attsndance of Indian
children of suitable age and health 2t schools established and
maintained for thlezir benefit.

Also, to Parasraprks 21, 22, 23, and 24, Revised Rules far

Indian Schools.

Very respecifully,

o mre——
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,;/fﬂ Commissioner.







