She’d rather talk shop

intelligence were just a shop-

ping spree.

“ ean tell you about Berlin.
Lcan tell you about the people
I worked with. [ ean tell you I
did shift work,” said the 22-
year-old Alvear, who then
proceeded to tell about

Alvear did confide that her
enlistment in the Army came
as an after-thought.

I graduated from

Wapato High School in 1981, I
ed to go to college but

the summer job I was plan:
ning on to pay my way fell
through, so I went to Texas
with my parents who visit
there every couple of years.

“I didn't know what I was
going to do but a cousin was
enlisting in the Army. We got
to talking and 1 said ‘Sure, I'll
enlist with you'. It was finally
decided my sister, three
cousins and 1 would enlist. All
but one cousin copped out.
‘That one dropped out during.
‘basie training, so eventually it

new language which directly
influenced how she spent the
next couple of years.

“In one year you don't
become fluent in Russian. It
did give me the all
basics and idea of the langu-
age. You know enough to
piece together what someone
is saying.” is the way Alvear
explains it.

Another 10 weeks of langu-
mllw in Texas completed

those years in Germany and

she laughs when it is suggest-
ed that maybe she only
listened to voices speaking
Russian,

“You don't see many
Soviets in Wlll Berlin," she

with a

“But I ﬁd into East
Berlin to shop. Fhe exchange
rate was about 13 East
German dollars to a dollar,
Civilians were told they could
bring in only 30 East marks
but that didn't apply to the
military. They didn't seem to
pay any attention to how
much we brought in, and that
caused some resentment.
‘We'd come over with tons and

t:hmgt. Feather deckers,
kinds of china, silverware, tea
sets.”

Alvear paused to explain
that u feather decker is a

‘Written over so you can't read
any one thing." Alvear said.
“You had the wall right

Trips on Berlin's efficient
buses and U/Bahn (under-
ground trains) were more
comfortable than confronting
the wall

“A ride on any bus pu& you
into a shopping center,” she

id. “Berlin is six or seven
cities, six or seven down-
towns, six or seven different
shopping centers. There are
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shops here, there. under-
ground, on top of each other.
Unbelievable.
“What was
me is that in front wauld b-l
and in back or averhead

there would be a home. What
was. r‘llly something - was
walking in residential areas
and —a bar at
the bottom of a house. You
could walk along, drop into a
barand havea drink and walk
along to the next one.™

‘While styles were :iua,nn'
at home, Alvear saw
begin . . . or follow . . . ln
Berlin.

“There were the Mohawks
and painted hair. They
sprayed the color on like
mousse. There was a place
called The Jungle, for punk
rockers. I went in there and I
saw this girl with spiked hair
painted red. She had a white
mouse on her shoulder. It was
moving around and 1
myself, "He:

‘What's this|

spit on you, but the older

people were different. They
emdd be just as nice and talk
to you, but you couldn't do
anything about the ones who

spite of the fringe bene-
fits (& week-long skiing trip to
Austria), Alvear doesn't think
she'll pick up her option to
re-enlist during the next six

months.

“It's hard to say. | want to
do something but I don't know
what. When I graduated in
'81, 1 didn't know what [ was
going to do and now I still
don't.”

There was no grin on her
face when she said that.

training I received in
the Army won't help me a bit

Security Agency, Maybe if 1
had taken pilot

3 would
be different. I think l" II!:- to
get into business manage-
ment, take some business
courses.

“But everything now is
pretty much wait, waiting for
the next quarter to start.”

Home now, looking back on
an experience few Wapato
High School graduates will
have, aware of what the
experience did and did nat do.
for her, Alvear affered a piece
of advice to this year's gradu-
ates: “If they're not sure what
they want to do, enlisting
wouldn't be a bad idea. You
meet a lot of people. 1 have
lots of friends now. I ean go to
just about a

wwill do it for. you”




