1212 H,.32nd Ave,
EXXERRERRICRRCKS

8ept. 10,1054
Department of Juatice,
Room 2129 Dept. of Juatice Bullding,
Washington, 85, D,C.

Re: Yakime Claims Case Ho, 180

Dear Sir:

I am sending an laformative letter that may be of use to The
Department relative not only to Case No, 160 but possibly to others,
because the people are 8o "inter-mingled,”

During a vecation trip beginning August 21 and continuing through
Sept. 8, I spent considersble time at Celilo, The Dalles and Hood River
in Oregon; la,Push, én Indian settlement on the “cast of Washington, add
floan Bay, ancther fndian settlement, as well as Clympia, state capital,.

At the Oregon scottlements contacts, devold of rationsal igation or
prejudice were with people of similerity to t he Wanapum bend of none
treaty Indians at Priest Repilds, At the other plseces I obtalned a
clearer insight intc Indian psychology, attitudes, material and none-
materieal culture end anatomical structure as oontrasted with typilcal
tribes of those with whom { am already femillier, and of whom I have
made soculptures,

Inn:g: of my Indian contscts did I discuss Indien claimsmstters, nor
was the subject broached more thmn on one occasion, I made some field
notes and concentrsted on completing tw sculptures.One subject was
Tomny Thompson of Celilo, the Mi{d-Columbia "ohief: who broached the
sub ject of oclaims and who seems growingly embittered at the asttitude

of cognate tribes, The other sc lpture was of Alice (S1im Jim) Cherley
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of Hood Ryver, who tells me she belleves she 1s over 90 and 1is

undoubtedly the last pure blooded Hood Biver or Dog River Indian now
1living, Her age 18 not a matter of record but ls deduced Py her knowledge
of the first white settlers she receslls when she was a girl.

Both of my eubjects impre:sed me as to their similarity with the
Wanapums, fsr distant el ong the Columbia River, le: their moral rights
along the Columbia now being excluded or claimed by the treaty Indlans
whose ancestors did not occupy land on the south side of the Columbla
River in Oregon except in incidentsl cases, yet who no: bsse various
claims on fisheries there now locoted,

Like the Yanapums they speak a dialect of the language commonly
used by the Yakimas; end like the “anapums some of thelr people
htermarried with the Yakimes but arc not now nor have they been on
friendly terms with them, although circumstances of intercourse frequentl;
compell them to come together at soclal meetings, burials, etc,

tpe case of Alice may or may.not typify numerous cases fringing on
the Yakims Reservation tothe south ad southwest., I understand there
are others like her 1living up nesr Husum, The "Book Creek" peopls,
living north of the Columbia River to the esst of the reservation,
havemuch in commone I rocsll that at one time during the preparat ion
of the Yakima claims and in the early stages of negotist ions regarding
the Celilo fishery, this Rock Oreek group considered withdrawing
from the Yakima Netion and fl!ing separate cleims, but they did not.
Thomas Yallup, e Yd: ima tribsl councilmen was one of this group and
his fsther ,"Chief" William Yallup we: "head" men living at fock Creek
where he was annual host at one of the ;oot fesats,

In the case of people like "lice, they have never lived upon the

reservation but their husbands or wives were enrolled upon the
reservation, or they held public domain land. WVhen her husband

died she was left to shift for herself. But now that she is growing
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0ld, end hes oonsistently pressed for s share of her husbend’s estd e,
listed as worth 320,000 in 8 "robete just jssued by the Indien Buresu
office et Portland, Ore., a Yakime whose wife was related to her husband

yet for

came to see her for the first time, celling her "Aunt Alice,”
years , and now, she is destitute and without help of "kinfolk by
marriages”

There 1s & vagué indicetion in the remsrks dropped thd wives of
Yala:i::.uu.!,. who did not live on the reservetion, cen not claim the land of
thel r hushands upon his dratn and that this lend reverts to the tribe,
by tribel rules, And I suspect thie 1s the cese In considering "inheritance
of fishing stations,

Wear Hood River I checked into source material relatinz to “he Palles
and the indians in t het erea., I find that much materisl is potentially
svailable and it is possible that things may work out so it could be
drawn upon if there is nece-slty to do so. *nis would be in event
of litige'ion over the Celilo fishery, in which the plaintiffs would
seek to exclude dl1 but one tride from shering in nossible benefits,

This repository meterial includes much informdion left by Lol,

Lang , who was essigned to The Dalles in years past, including a
copy perhaps of the famous Lang report which I have been promised on
loan. This lLang report I remember heer ing, was sought for extensively
by the Yakimas in the pursuance of thelr flshery case, and may or
may not have been found &xmm by them on file in some depertment. I
understand it inclides a survey requested made by lang for the
Department, end covers “+ndian bands and locations along The Palles
end at Celilo , especial 1y on the “ashington side of the rivers

Lang, whose femi'y was in Indlan service perhaps as esrly as the
140's was encouraged to coms to the Oregon country d The Dalles
region in particular by Senator Nesmith. He engaged in sheep raising,

merchandising and othor sctivities for meny yea s. The m080 extensive
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file of his writings, ledgers and correapondence waes retained md
enlarged upon by his two unmarried daughters. The last of them dled
about e year and one-~hslf ago.
The entire Lang coll-etion, smounting to seversl tons of furniture,
relios, documents, photogrephs etc. was aecquired by one individual,

mis individual was Hrs. "ertha Ferguson NMc'eown, wha with whom I
have strong friendly reletions, snd who has interceded in behalf of
Tommy ‘hompson, seeking compensation and relief for Tommy and his
people. I beliave she would be agreeable, if 1%t developes to that ,
to use some of this material to resist unjust claims thd may be made
by the Ydcimes, 1f the rights of the commonly known Mid«“olumbiaes are
ignored by the Yekimms, “he has denied access of verious noted aut ors,
universities, etc, even to her home because she 1s guarding it oclosely,
although she did sell, for what she paid for them, & set of furniture
used by Gov, Ismac Stevens., This was sold to the “ashington “tate Museam,
“he herself wishes to utilize it in fictionized writins end historical
novels, &s she 1s now completing her fourth book for ‘aci{llan the
will finish en Alaskan source series, Much of the material is otill
virtuelly fmaspze uninspected even by her and 18 still in trunks end
boxes a»d I noted one large box of old¢ glass plate photo negatives,
wh oh she hes not even gme throughe.l saw old Pepartment and selfe
published books end pamphlets I never knew to exist, even with the
benefit of extensive bipliograshioc bsckground in the Americsna fleld,

I sispected the existence of this vest amount of letters sonosrning
f":ng and wa: privilesed to spend three days as a guest of Mr, and Mrs
MoKeown , vhile I sculptured the last living Dog River woman, or
Alice by dey end inspsoted rsre maeterial unti} midnight or leter
and at odd times,

Alice had a falir nowledge of English and with some Indlanxz words

I knew to encourage her to frienddiness s 8 he warned repidly and was
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gble to give me some new insights on the Oregon end Washington
aide of the river arcund Hood Biver and “esoandes, about which far
less 1s knom Ibelleve than The Dalles-leschutes region, upsiresms
I was stumped at first by Alice's use of "Yakima" dialect end
words but when she thoroughly warmed she gave me the 014 Dog River
words, “he toldme the& her husband, the Yekima, beat her when she talked
in her own lenguasge and it became almost compulsory for her to spesk
thet only, Then, as t ough determined to be grimly abenged, she would
give me the proper word in her tongue and compare it with the Yakima}
She is s direot descendent of chiefs and hesd men who figured in
the Treaty negotietions between Joel Palmor and the iiddle Orezon
Trives, explained the difference in preserving ‘fish at that locstion
with higher on the river and could define fairly well the Klickitat
boundary , crosseriver intercourse etc,
Importantly to me, the sculpture provided an opportunity for
structrual comparision.
At Ulymple I examim d uncetelogued and unclessifts d materisl in
the stete archlves, finding only e scattering amount of possible slight
velue in materisl there. But here 1s much loosematerial, boxed,
and yet unclesaified and it is doubbful that this will be done for years
to acme, -
One example: I notlced in e pecking box of unfile dmeteriel s
packet of 200 to 300 pps of letters,88@ communicsatiors » MAPS, reparts

oto, known as the Palouse Brojects ‘rhis related to correspondence

and pxepx exploratory preparetions to construct en irrizetion project
in ﬁhe Palouse country of Eastem Washington some 35 years ago; but
the ides was abandoned. *ime did not permit an evaluation, but it

is possible that this may contain informet ion that deels with lend

values, populs tion, inhabltents etc, and would be relevant to the

Palouse cleims cese [No. 223],



6

At Heah Bay , whero Mekash Pay celebration wes under way, I had the
exceptional opportunity of studying physicel characteristics, from a
sculptor's astandpoint, of a veriety of Coast Indians, thus enriching
and oxpanding my knowledge and abllity elong that line, I found I had no
d1fficulty in pleking out ‘ndlana who were "visitors" from British
Golumbia, or the Interior of regions slong the Northweast Cgast and in
ins tences, could even determine the fact that the man or women was
part of one certain tribe and part another, or part white,

The coast people ere proud of their progress in civilizetion, in

gontrast to the interior Indiens, yet there 18 the enevitable ocld-timer
who olings to the old ways. Some of these declined to sttend the
calebration and I met & coupl of them whounburdened themselves b me
while tho celebrtion was iIn ful’ headway in another part of the
settloment., ; |

I saw no ethnologiats, erthropologists or zradust e gstudenta in
attendance,

8ych contacts enable me to scan microfilm dealing with the Opegon
snd “ashington superintendoncies whB with a keener insight and 8 wider
persprotive, andb ears out my bollef that the variocus claims are
indeed overlapped ond interwoven. .

In ovent of litigation of the Jelilo fishery, Ibe isve a few
points I picked up and have suggested hore, wi 1l ensbls the Department
or its fleld representatives to get more quickly to the core of vital
feots, end at less expense and time 'to The Department,

1 also feel thet I mey now revive typescript meterial alrosdy
taken from the Oregon Superintendency thus far, with a deeper insight
as relates to the "anapums end othersliving down the fiver. This will
be done shortly end forwarded. If the unscanred microfilm are required
by Dr. V, more rapidly then ¢ work throush them, they will be returned,
im-ediately es required,

Sincerely Click Relander





