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Letters Recei ed, Jan, 1-Dec. 31,1856, National Archives, kfilm 1884

Introductéry: 0, this roll are mliorocopied the unbound letters recelved by
the Or%gon uperin@ency of Indian Affairs betueen Jsnuary 1 and Lecember 31
1856. 1he numbers provided for letters, on t argets prepared by the National
Archives, correspond to hose under which the letters aré en ered in the
register (reproduced on Roll 12). ‘he numbers usually & ppear also on the
backs of the letters. Ihe targets bear not only nunbers but information
relat ing to eny irregularities or problems affecting the flling of

par' iculaf letters,

These records are smnong those of the Degpartment of the Interior in the
Nat ional Archiives., The following is suggested es sn ap ropriat e method of
citinz a particulsr letters: Oregon Superintendency of Indian #ffairs,
letters rece'ved, 1856, no. 10 or Oreron SIA, letters received ,1856 no.
10.



Oregon Suptcy; Iniian “frairs, ™oll 14, Microcony 2
Department of the Interior, O0ffice Indlen #ffairs
December 4, 1855

Sirs .

Your 1etters of the 9th, 16th add 19th October , together with t heir
cnolosures all relating to the difficulties then existing in Ureron and
Washington territories emong the dif’erent L-dlan tribes and between the dife-
BraxtIndians and the whites arrived here on the 1st instant, xhe subject was
promptly laid before tho Secret ry of the Interior in order thet such esction
might be takenas sho 1d be deemed warranted and proper.

Ihave now to advise you that 1t is understood the militery arm of the
public service on the Facific coast will be advised by the mail which is
expected to leave New York toworrow concerning their duties in Lhis emer gency.
You will instruct the agents of this Depaertment within vour superintendency
'by all proper means to aid in carrying out whétever messures you may deem
necessary to effect peace among the several tribes of Indians and restore
harmony bet . een them am.i the whites. #nd where practicable you w111l confer bhd
aot iimx in concert with the militery on that coast, so as to avoid any
seeming Xmmk clashing of jupidsidtion by which disaffection could take heart
and encoursgements But while it may be proper that the wme sures to be employed
shell be rigorous and effoctive, still, they sho11d be tempered with
with justice and such moderat ion as shall 1life holly free from eny charge
of vindictiveness. You will therefo e act with the utmost csre end cipre
cunspection, end undue severity yet act with such promptitude and onergy as
to sscure respect to your authority., With these genersl directions you will
adopt such measures as 13 .., with the authority and means in t he I:andé of the
military , shell seem in -our gudgnent to be necessary to 8 ecure u permanent
peace a good underatandinz among all of th® parties participating in the
difficulties of which your seversl communicaotions make mention,

'f"hers is not now time to send you eny funds with this com ‘unicet fon, but wit

with the ap»robation of the Secorctery of the Iaterior you are authorized to
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draw upon thé Department for any expenditures that in your opiniocn the
exlisting exigency absolutely demands, either for agrlcultural implements for
the +ndien service, provisions, clothin' or otherwise,as estimated in your
letter of the 9th of October, ultimo, providing however t hat the extent of
such drafts does not exceed the ag-re:ate the sum of flO0,000--éut due
notice should in every instance be promptly forwarded to thisoffice of the date

of the draft, its smount and object. And in incurring the expenditure for
which such drafts may be d rawn, particular care will be taken that the utmost
precticable economy is practiced comsistent with the exigency of the case,

and specific vouchers will be procured in all cases and duly forwarded with
all requisite explanations to ensble t his Department and Yonrress to
fully understand and comprehend the reasons and the ‘iecessity for the expendlit ur
Iou will readily conceive the importance of the observance of t hese instruction
when you are aware that any largely increased expenditures for whatever object
incurred, eldcits the most minute enquiry and criticism,

As rezards you st tement relative to the propriety of being allowed a
greater discretion in the purchase of tools and meterials for the various
objects ofyour superintendency I have also to Inform you that under the
circumstances steted by you any such materisls as in your =mix judsment are
immediately re uired will be purchs ed by you on the Pacific coast provided the

Same cen be had at reasonable rates,

You will however observe the sesme rules as to economy giving Information to
this office of pufcha.es nade drafts drawn and furnishing proper vouchers
as stated in the fore-oing pearagranh, gut on securing the necessary supplies
to answer tt® Im-ediste wants of t he gervice you will report whmxmx whot
additional goods in other materials it willbe neces arywtoknava sent from
the 4Atlantic markets and at what time the same will pe required, In the mean-
time nothing will be sent frc here until further advices are received from
you,.

Hotwithstanding this sallowance of so largze a ?? to meet the case in its

¢ redly
most alarming phase it 1s still hoped ¢that the cause is n
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so bad as the representations forwerded by you wonlds eem to indicete.
If therefore it shall tum out that t hose representations are not real ized _
by the fxk facts when ascertained, you willbs governed by a judicious
zex regard of the real wants and exigencies of the service and as far as
practicable control the expenditures herein authorized,
Very Mo pectfully e
Georgmx Wamnypenny
Comnissioner
Joel Palmer, Esqg.
Supt. ind, “ffairs,

Dgyton, Opeton ?erritory.
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13856 WNo. 20
Joel Palmer,Supt. *nd, #ffairs,0,T,

Dear Sir:
Agreeable to your instructions directed to me dated 19 Oct. 185 (sic)
I collected sll the Iﬁdians on the west side of the Bollumbia between the
month of Sendy & Willamette rivers. Made the encampment on the temporary
reserve occupied by Chief Talmas' band, Yotal No. 78. #11 well ‘leased with thi
encampment, after establishing this encampment I went to St. Hellens
assisted Agent Smith fund about 51 Indians at his encampment all sattisfied
and well cared for ., I next went to Ulatsop found a bout 14 Indians qulte peace=
able, no disturbance between them and the whites-QI mpprinted aporehend no
troublew ith them. A1l things look quiet and Indians well d isposed,
Some feeling arose anong the Indians on the Collumbia slough caused by some
persons telling them that you woi:ld move them at once fromtheir present
camps . I have settled all feelings of that ...? I cen't say what you will do
in future. It has cost but 1ittl as yet tofecd them. “0ld weather destroyed
their roots and they are getting quiet s ort end must be fed or disbanded
and that will b e hardx ®hey think in as much thet they have been prevented
from providing for themselves., You will direct me what to do in future,.
at your earliest opportunity.
I am sir etc,

Your most etc,

Lot Whitcomb,

Spe c1al Sub Agent
411waukie, 19 Yan, 1856
Joel Palmer

Supt, Indian Affairs 0.T.



Oregon “uptey. Ind. Affairs, Holl 14, Microcopy 2
Heed Quarters Fort vancouver
January 28d, 1855
(1856 No. 23..The following letter should have been dated Jen uary 34,1856,
See Orezon SIA Letter Books E, 18]
Sir: Your communicetion of the 21lst 1nst to Major Rains has by that officer bee
turned over to me and I do not feel authorized to order the com and you ask
for w thout the authority of %nl, Wool. I shall forward your letter to
Dept, Head Quarters by the next steamer,
The movement of a comrand for the purpose of ezcortines the Indians to the
reservatlon will make an cxpenditure which I do not feel authorized to
make without reference to the General , I hope however that the temporary
deley will cause you no embarrassment,
“ith Great Respoct
Signed ©, Wright
Col. 9th Infy. “omndy.
Genl., Jael Palmer,
Supte. of Indian Affairs,

Dayton, Oregon, Terry,



Oregon Suptoy. Inde Affairs, Roll 14, Microcopy 2
1856 No. 28
Agency Office, Palles, Jany. 4,1856
Sirs
I have just had an interview with Agent Olney and permitted him to peruse
your letfer to me of the 10th ultimo in which you spesk of the appointment of
Raymond., |
Mr., Olney desires me to say to 7ou that he dld not appolint him as he
informed me but merely requested him to act until your pleasure could be known
Hg glso informedme that as this time Raymond reperted to him a message from
me to the Cayuses which he had interpreted for me to the effect th t he had
made a treaty with them and would abide by 1it, that government dld not make two
bargaing sbout the seme thing and that it wes a matter of indifference to
me whether they went to war or not. That after the errivel of the jolunteers
Palmer end myself rmzmixmdxfRxmmx receded from our former positions in relation
to the upver Indians.That he thought I was remiss in myd uty toward them
and feeling a grest solicitude to cawr& out whst he had begun he had taken the
respoasibllity to act as he did.
In extcntinuation he says he dld not recd the circular 1 ft with him, that
he did wrong and hes no further apolocy to make.
I give you the seversl pointsmade by Mr, Olney in as condensed form as
possible and think he deserving of s ome pralse for his frankness, think
#hat we may of hils compliments.,
; deem it due to myself to make some explanation in reference to the fore-
going as I do not knaw what may have been written or spoken in repgard to 1t
A short time subsequent to your leaving this place two uayuaes came to
the Dalles, one of them was & man whom I know to be in the £0fda
confidence of the head cnlef, and thercfore suspected the visit to be for
other objects then trade., Raymond acting as interpreter I spoke to them as nea;

as I can remember , to the followinzy effect, to wit: That we ? now at war with

the Yackimahs, they have killedlir, ﬁolon. Thet the indians claimed that the
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difficulties grew out of the late tre tles, also that I was informed
that some of the Cayuses were dissatisfiled particularly with the size of
their reservatidn that I thouzght they would find it sufficient large to glve
each man a farm and have enough left which together with the grazing privileges
guéranteed to sussist allthelr animals, but that they were promised at the
coun?il that if it waes found there was not sufficient good land withln the
reservation to give each a farm, it would be increased so thst esch individual
heed of a family would have a pilece of land of his own, this they were told
was a part of the contract and every thing promised them would b strictly
fulftlled on our part and that government woudd expect them to perform all
they had agreed to, that emong other things agreed upon was the privilege of tr
whites , peacibly to settle on any lands not embraced within the reservations
our peonle desired to settle in the country end did not wish to have their rigk
called i1 question by the Indians, t hat thds point had been fully explained
to them at the council by both Yov. Stephens(sic) ma Yenl. Palmer md I
thought they certainly understood it , it had ®en aéreed upon and settled and
our pgovernment did not make two bargains for the same thing.

In sending them this messaze 1 took Into consideration all circuﬁstances
both as to the tlien state of affeirs In the country, the character and
attitude of the Indians whom I was addressing, as also our own position and
whet had been recently told them. I spoke tot hem as I concelved it right and
proper for en officer to speak who woulcd reflect the views and polley of
our government to be firm in the maintenance cf our rights, Jjust in claiming
nothing but what had been conceded after a full explanation and thorough
understanding,

Concilatory without adulation sycasshancy or vascillation and was I placed
agaln In similar circumstances L wonld not vary my messate one iotia,

I denied to #r, Olney of belng coscious as to wherein you or myself had
receded from our positions as assumed at the commencement of hostllitles

e

" did not then wor do I now concleve that I am under a 'y obligetions to
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to keep Mr, Olney or any other person whose position 1s of no greater
dignity thah my own informed of whédbt I am or contemplate doing In my own
district,.

I am informed by Mr. Olney verbally that durégg'ﬁhnxixx hils late visit
to the %“alla walle countiry he requested Mr, 4gB 9 to act as local armeat for
the friendly Indiens firound there until such time as he could recelve an
appointment. M. Fon't (?) was certai:ly laboring under a wrong impression as
to the sprointment power, his peraonal 111 #1111 towards myself would not have
permitted nim to expect or desire or desire(sic) an appnintment at my hands,

Jo]

The nanes of the friendly Indians as reportcd tome by Mr, ‘dc”ean and others are

as follows: Wit: Cayuses, stickus, » ® How-lish-wum-pum, * n-ten-met-sa, Satis
Catalpa, Shin-a-mik-an, and Qulese of the “alle Wallas, Pierre and his two “ro-
thers, Hin-makin and Youlr-o-1l1iks, wshole numbcers of men,@888 women and ¢ ildren
sbout twenty pmxx persons. They are encamped with the Catholic priest

and those of the French settlers who remained in the Walla Walls valley.

Your instructions to me left 1f dlscretionary as towvhether I went to the
Walla Walla or not, ¥ did not decem it necessary to 5o as kmximkest the latest
intellligence B8f from the Cayuses was to the offect that those of them who had
'determi od to remalin friendly had rone tothe country of the Nez Perce.

Mr, Olney went with and acted as ald to Col. Kelly during the ensrarement
with the Indians end rcndered thet of ficer and the cause very important service
a8 well as his gallant bearing on the fiel of battle, as also by his superior
knowledge of Indian character thwartinz the wiles ed duplicity of the enemy. H
interpreter, John ligBean & Tab-a-boo acquitted themselves likmxkirms alike
exagikakl credibality.

L would have you not misepprehend me , this letter 1s not dictated by
& y feeling of hostility o resentment towards Mr, Olney , onthe contrery I
entertain towards hin the most kind feelings and hope our personal friendship

may ever contilnue., Yet in the performance of what I conceive to be duty to

government and myself I would recite facts even shared that recital result in
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(sic 27) in his sacrifice , ‘e has taken the responsiblliity to act beyond
1nstructions and as he belleved contrary to the will and judgmnt of the
Supt. and resident arent and with him the responsibility must rest.
I #1ll endr-avor to have Mr. aney see this letter before sealing 1it.

Mr, Olney has seen the foregoing and says he takes no exceptlon to it, and
tells me that I may inform you‘thaf ¥ixx he goes further a®x and glves 1t as
his opinion thatthe reason why you did not pgo to see the Cayuses wes the want o
moral courage, you weas afraid of the reproaches of the volunteers,

Special Agent Shaw 1s now acting in the valley Walla Valley

Respectfully your obt servant

. R,R., Thomoson, Indlan agent.

Endorsements Fort Dalles January 4, 1856, R,R.Thompson , Indien Agent.,
felative to app- intment of Raymond and version of affairs with Agent Olney
Original transmitted to comnlssioner of Indlan #frairs 11 Feby. 1856

Recd, Jahy. 28th, 1856



Yrezon Suptcye. Ind, #frairs, Roll 14, Yicrocopy 2
1856 No. 29 Dalles 31st December, 1858

To Gen., Joel Palmer,Supt. Ind. “ffalrs

Sirs I hve the honor of herewith transmitting to you the followh g
report for the quarter ending Lec, 31lst, 1855

“aving b en put by you in chgrgp of the friendly Indians encampedm near
my house I-immediately took steps to brin~ them together in one village
near my resldence, While‘doing; so sone o them attempted to make their escape
to join the war party. I im eclately had three of the principal leaders
arrested and confined In the puard mmx house of the military post at this
place.I hevo since sct them at liberty end rmxxkmmpiiyx am happy to say they ht
since quietly submitted to the control of thelr a-ent,

“ome of the men of the village have been fired upon by the volunteers and one
of their number wounded while engaged in hunting their stock but t hey have
not on any occasion shown the least disposition to retalitst ¢ nor do they dou
the truth of the promise of safety made tothem by their Supt. end Agent.

thsre has been considerable sickness amongst them end eighteen of their
number have died during the quarter,

The whole number of friendlﬁ irdians now under my charge mx is three
hundred and three (303)

Apout the 10th of Nov. last L wrote a letter to t he chicfs of the Cayuse
by Yr, Varcis (sic) Raymond advising sll tho'e th# wished to mx revain at
peace with the United S tates to separet e t hemselves from the war party
and encanp at or neer the Catholic M13s1on in the ¥hnitman 'alley and reques ted
Raymond to encanp with themuntil en sgent should be sppointed to reside with
them, #bout the same time I also wrote two letters, one to Lawyar and one
Y Wolf, chief of the VWesperces advising them to keep out of the war,

On Raymoqd;s arrival in the Cayuse country he iearned that Fort Walla Wella
had been raided by the Indians and that they were determined to fizht the

tropps etce. e amEpxdixgkyx Immediately sentme a letter by express informing
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me of the above facts whih letter I had the honor of forwarding to you at

the time, ’

On the receipt of the above intellicence sent Col. Jas. K, Kelly wh& was ors
dered to take com end of the volunteers in that country requested me to
accompany him, I complied with his request and hmm imzedist ely Informed
Mr. R.R. Thompson, I.:d, Agh, of my determination and with his consent put Mr,
Robert S, Curry in charge of the Indlans under my charge during my absence.

On the 3rd Dec, the Yolunteers under Yl. Kelly arrived at “alla walla,

On the 4th met and sexchm ged shots with the enemies scouts. On the 5th met
Peu Peu mox mox with some 60 or 75 of his men besring a white flaz, A parley
ensued. Peu Peu mox mox expressed a desire to nake peace and rcquested
:ol. Kelly bo encamp for the night, and he wBAdd would come in the morning an
mix xkemake pernce,

Col. Kelly suspected treachery and gave him his cholce to return with his fl
and fight or remain a prisoner untll peasce wasmade, He chose the latter,
and was detaindd along with six of his men as prisoners, On the morning of the

£th the troops proceeded to the village and found it deserted by the femllles
and the men mounted and armed watching the troops f ronthe surroundhg hilils,

They demended trelr chief,but were refused unless they would lay down

the ir arms and submit unconditlionally to the United States .

ov ernment which
they refused to do. Col, Kelly then :retumed with his command to his csmp
at the mouth of tte Tuchet. Egr 1y on the morning of the 7th armed indians made
their appearance in front of the canp, displaying a white flag,. 4 ghort parley
ensued which gave the broops time to saddke and mount. fhe Indians demanded
their chief,but wers arain refused,

Shots were e xchanped by the édvance of both parties;the troops charged
and the Ipdians fled, a running fight ensued from the mouth of the Tuchet to
near Vhkkmma: ﬂhitman's Station, a distance of some 10 or 12 miles at which
point the Indians had collected a large force, andposting themselves 1in the

house and behind the fence of a farm drove back the “ront of thetroops who had

becone scattered durins the charge.
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Iy e troops imnediately rel 1ied and returned to the charge but soon f ound the
enemies position too strong to be taken by smell arms, Botn par tles held their
positions smd fought until the &m evening of tke 10th when the Indlans pgave way
before the troops and fled.

Yuring the first day's fight Peupeu mox mox end his companions attempted to
over power thelr guard and lost thelr lives in the attempt,

During the night of the 10th the Indians fled from their village towards
the Paluse country,. On the morning of the 1lth the troops pursued them
across the Tuchet but finding the Indians had so far the stert and their own
horses being very week, they returned to camp,

In their flizht the {ndians left behind them a lerge amount of stock and
other property which fell into the hands of the troops. Ag nesr as I could learn
the tribes engaged in the battle were the gllawallas,; Umatillas, |
Cayuse:, Paluces and Stockwhittlies and I4ih ban s of the DeShutes IndiQnS
besides 10 lodges of the Burnt River ®nakes. the ?eshutes Indians doné the
hardest ficht ing end most of the men were kllled or waunded.

Stockwhittlie was shot through the body and it was supposed would die,

Peu peu mox mox's oldest son was wounded and hes s ince died,

After the battle I learned that *arcise Raymond with the other TFrench
settlers besides about twenty friendly Indians were encamped on the Tuchet near

the mounteiln,

I procured an escort of troops and proceeded to t helr cap. L found among
the friendly ‘Lmﬂians Stickus, l'fm-tin-maager, Aw-lish-wam=-pum, Y y-gl-kah-to-
ma-ne, Sat-ta-se and She- u-=-num-con, °ayuse and Pierre a Walla 7alla,

Rgymond and the other settlers speak inthe H&dHé highcst terms of the comuct
of their chiefs.

I mpde Erxmzmamensx arrangments for the remo al of these peonle to " itmen '
Valley near the canp of thetroops under an escort. I requested lir, Vic Trevit
to camp with them and act as their local agent with Harcis kaymond as his

interpreter until a local azent should be appointed by theproper authority.
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1856 No. 30, Delles 10th Jmuary 1856

Sip: A few days since Mr. R.R. Thompson esg. indian Agent hed the kindness

to show me & letter written bgxmim to him by you in which you disapproved
of my conduct in sending & letter to the Cayuse C lefs instructing them

gmxEm as to the course thoy were to pursue to be considered friendly by us

etc., and requesting Mr. Yarcis Raymond to cemp with them and act as thelr
local arent until one sho:ld be appolinted,

After reading your letter I for the first time became aware that elther
you or Mr, ‘hompson had taken exception to the act. I tried to satisfy him
upon the subject and intenddd dropninz the matter there and not trouble you
with a8 communication upon the subject 1f he had not since that time shown me
@ letter he has just written you in which I think he puts the subjcct In a
light that might Induce you to do me an injustice in thought if not in deed,
I should not have troubled you with the letter,

I am sorry I hw e offended 4r, Thompson or have done anything to wound his
pride. I have asked his pardon snd hoped he had forgiven e, but it appeears
he is bent upon humbling me still more 8o i1f I must fell let me fall llke &
man end not like a brute that cannot spesk in its own defense. Ny motives for
acfing were good and the result haes proved the act was right. I not only
rerdered the pgoverrnment a service and done & kindness to the Indlens who I
jnduced to keep out of the war but saved the 1lives of a consi erable number
of Americm citigzens, I belleved at that time and still think +that Justice,
honor and necessity recaredmg the act to be done . Mn Thompson nad the
opportunity of doing it, 1t was done and great zood has resulted from it, it n
be sald that I acted without authority. I plead that necessity knows no
lew end this was certainly a cace of necessity. I was XmEER¥XxK ¢ by you
to try and keep those Irdians ont of the war, 1t is true thls éid not
co-stitute me their agent but I wes suthorized to say that all Indiens that

kept out of the war shoulC be saved. I told these L.d fans that they could not



rely upon our -ood faith. I pleadgdd the ho or of our gover ment, my own

that all that listened to my words and remained at peace with our government

should be protected, that they should receive the same treatment at our hands
that other friendly tribes did. *he Cayuse “hief promised that they would mxX

xEndarxfeianidix remain fricndly and we had no right %o doubt thetruth.of their

promise until we had unmistakable evidence of 1its falsity wﬁich we dld not haw
at the time. ‘herefore I contend that t he same a tention should be shown

that tribe that wss shown other friendly Indiens. “e should not be the first

to break out promise which would have been the case if mmno spot was pointed
out for their encampment snd m agent appointed to look af er and protect them

or mxy any other steps taken to separste them from the enemies, If the troops

had gone into the,..

[microcopy ends here on the second page. Next paze is endorsement

and 1856 Ng, 31 follows in sequence with out customary typed explanation

for missing portion]

Rec., 16 Jan, 1856 HNathan Olney Indian “gent Had seen Gen. Palmer's letter to
Thompson relative to Olney's letter to Cayuse chiefs, Original

transmitted to Commissioner lnd. Affrs. 1llth reb. 156,
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1856 Ho, 31 . _
Incdien Yemp at M1ll Creek, "hitman Yalley

Whitman 'alley, W,T, Dec. 25,1856
Capt. Nathan Olney, Indian Agent, dear sir:

I have no yet fixed upon & permanent camp for the frliendly Indians, they are
now stopping about three niles above the 0ld"*resty ground” The next day after
they arrived I succeeded in getting the census and found that ther e was 158
men, womnen and children. I took the names of the males over 12 years of age
and acted thhough ut In ac-ordance with uén. Palmers printesd direction which
I was lucky enough to find with Baymond. All went on serenly (%) until the
arrival of Governor Stevens when he appointed Shaw to "act in com junction with
the agent from Oregon Ty." On the principal thet "to (sic) meny cooks dgédd
spoil the broth" it has knocke: the thing in the head. Shaw set to work and
told them that he was thelr agent and kept the Indians up all one night

getting the names of the squaws!The Indians did not know what to make of it.

Sone of the women had no name, I belleve, but they made some for the occasion-
now he has got t hem I venture to say thathe can't read one third of them let
alone pronounce them . ‘his (faded) on the part of Gove. S has placed me in
& more awkward positiqn then I at first apprehended--the Indians still! come to

me every day for advice etc. which I am entirely unable to give as I do not
know =X how Shaw might act in thepremises. ¥ here 1is really only two Oregon
Indians here, Stic us and Yellow Hawk, I do not think that I should do right
in leaving here mxxEXfunless acvised to do by (sic) either you or Yen.

Palmer and shall remain until I cen hear from you. |

Gove. Stevens claims--so I am told by “haw, that allthe fndians who have
formerly lived in “ashington fy. are under h's control--- I had told them b efc
he arrived to the contrary--that the Upatillas, Cayuses and Walla Wallas
were under Uen, Pamer and so they all understood it, and they cannot now

see what 1s the reason ov. 5, has appoint-d an agent over tnem.

Yellow ilawk you are aware was not camped with the friendly {ndians at the
time we found them on the Touchet; but upon close inquiry I found that he



v D e n ; e
nhed not '‘acted with the trouble makersbut had.zen éamped on -the - Too=Canon
with “in-tin-mutry's brother "Humpy" anc I to ¢ him he could cemp with us
and receive our protection=-I shall send him for his famlly to-morrow,.

It has bcen e#ceptionally cold for the last four days and we are really
frex frozen out, I am stopping with Kmx Raymond.

T118 1s the last sheet of pap:r in "town" ao you should not expect to hesar
from me again until a supply comes up,

L+ wish vou would write to ben. Palmer the state of affairs here-=-Ask him 1f h
does not think it would be a good plan to move these friendly ¥Tmds. upon theil
reserve at once. A large portion of them I imow would prefer going there,

From what I cen hear I am led to believe that thre is stéll a good =any
zmxptn Cayuses who were opposed to the war still hid in the mountains--it is
supp s 4 that"o61d McKay's" with his famlly is at the head of this creek, As
soon as the weather moderates Ishall take a look a ound and see if I cannot
"hole" them,

Write me Immediately what I am to do, I sm now like en old hen brooding two
ch ckens,

Um Howlish 1s prisoner with “ov. Stevens, If he should turn him over to me
I would send him down to you., He insists that he was 10t in the fight and
was opposed to poing to war, 1if uov. S, finds him innocent I suppose he
will let him go, 1f so, as I said before, would it not be a good plan to send
him below? Yours

Viec tor Trevitt.
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1858 No, 32 palles 10th Jany , 1856

Sir: Enclosed please find a letter from Hp, vie Trevit (looks like Finen)

I have Just this moment received it, I understand'by Mr. ReR. Thompson t hat he
will not appoint Trevit localagt, for the friendly {ndlans in the country. I
did the best L co 1d at the time and think Trevita: suitable a person as can
be found (that will except (sic) the office) to act as their agent . hvery mn
has h's likes and dislikes but personal pre judices should ot govern us in

the discharge of our official dutiles, #8 to whether those Indimns are under

Gov. Stephens (sic) you ars the best judge. I lay

the superintendence of
the matter before you as I am convinced it will only 1. 2% Thompson to mention
i1t and he has already refused to mct in the matter. I am very sorry
Thompson's feelings have been hurt by my scts as I acted for the p blic good
and acted after laying the matter before him, and he neglected to act. It
was not my intentlon to be offlicious or intrusive but an over burning desire to

see 'hat all went right, I cannot look tamely on and see the publﬁc suf fer

or persons loose their lives without coming forward to the rescue--judge me

by my acts,

Very respe ctfully
Genl, Joel Palmer, etc,
Supt. Ind. Affairs, Nathaen Olney,

Orezon T, Ind, Agent.
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