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I have the honor to submit a detallrd report of the o erations of the
troons under my com-and since leaving Fort ¥alles, riving an account

of the rrce tion of the troo s by the Indians in the Sim-goo-ah ‘alley, and

the causes wh'ch induced me to hasten back to this post.

l'1'163 Comand ma'ched from the north bank of the “olumbla “iver on
Jecnesday the 3rd inst, ?he accompanyling naper maried 4 pives -a tabular
‘stetenent of the force which acccmanied me(not nrocured)..

I ‘eut *earing, 4th Infy. found after marching, that he had received
an injury, nnﬂreluctantlj returned to thefort on the reoc mﬂemﬁ%pion
" of the doctor. Ou “aturday afternoon the 6th the troors crosséé?tﬁe

mountala range and deacended Into the valley of the “im-goo-ah wlthout

havivi= seen an Ind an.



R=ilaller

on advancing'to the stroam in view , wo met a very fresh trail of a

large band of horses, 4L ch came into ours andconducted us, perhaps
designedly, to the point solo cted by the Indlans to ‘give us bnttle, The
stream, I understand, 1¢ known amon~ the +ndians as the ‘o -pin-ish and

cor-esponds in position very nesrlv with thg Pisco of Yov, ®trvens
"Preliminary “ketch of the Northern Pacific Railroad,z distant from this
post a ont 56 miles, “t the strosm our trail led down an exceedingly long
hill sto  ing (sloping) towards the north with alternately steen then
gentle descents unti’ we enter the river bottom, but on the rirht and left
of our tréil the sides were almost rerpendicular, Thts h'll is ealled
As=8im, ?h Stream came from the west andlbonind qorthwnrdﬂpa:sed near
our h‘lla while on the othor side of it and neur it, the bluffs rose above
us and afforded a fine view of the actlon to thé lookers on., On omr
right stood a ridge shaped like a wedge,swfficiently ele vated and near
to enable the Indians to pick off our soldiers, feyond the ridge ,the
land was elevated and resented a bluff dge for a long distance tlong
the strcam, %boit 2 mile to the north on the west side of the To;—pin-ish
the land sin 3 into a level plain wh ch extends to the north perhass eight
or té% m les,

48 the adv nce guard were about to enter the bottom 1land from the
. last terrace of the As-sim an Indian chief suddenly anreared on the left
bluff, and harangued his war lors o réplief from the brush with the
war whoopn, The advaice guard was drawn in and the trro g Hxsp¥aymddeployed
as skirmishers, “hen the rear clos«d up, the action begran, l'1‘1@5;1‘*(»381:
mass of warriors were secn mov’ng about 15 the brnsh a fe crent up on:
the small ridge to our right. 1 leut. Gracie's howitzaors threw a few

’

8ph rical case shot into ihu brish and alarmed ths Supvorts to the attackiagp

v v

carty of Indlans, ?er*t. ROyer of om y. with a ‘small party ‘n our

front descended the tr:iil to skirmish w th the Indians » but his party
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fail d to suppo&t him and he received two wound:s In his arm, Capt.,
“ssell on the left sent some of his men down the brod'oflthe hill
under Yergt. Lohasty, to drive them from the brush. “t thls point he AQt
with a gpirited fire, when the Indlans fell back, and his men peined the
bushes. On m~ right Corpl. Mclrvey of ¥ Comry. 1led a small party of
gkirmishers over the rid-~e to drive the Indiens off, wh ch he did
succe-sfully, havin- kiiled; one 4indian while in the act of shooting a
soldier.
lhe enemy during this tiﬂe'as;emblinr 1 grcat numbers from the plain
before us, nnd clodlds of'duét in the distance showed more vere coming,
The rid -es on our right and le ft were nce full of warriors , who were
Slowly gaini our rear, which 1iaduced me to str ngthen the rear guard, at
all noints the enemy were kept'at bay, when | directed “Yapt. ‘ussell to
take his co1 any into th brush and drive the Indians bcfore him. Thi
he did 1in gallant cstyle., The warriors 1o treated and after a sharp fire
from the bluf“s, the enemy gave us up the flel , “ur lcus was one kllled
and seven wolnded,
The surrounding helghts rendered this str am an unsafe ¢ ump, hence the
Com~and adv.nceddo.n (nortbi the st ream until it p ssed oat of the
srush and ascended the heights on the laft bank. “hile advancinr'on the
hill we distinguished the voicea of Indians talking, anhd heard their
horses_neL hing near us, therefore we halted to avoid an ambush, but posted
each so dier to rFuard gﬁaiﬂst a nipht attack. Tvo Indians rode into our
camp, supposi. g 't to baitheir o«n and were only detechted by thelr
headdress, when fired'vpon. Next morning one of their horses lay in the
camp killed by our firo . the Indians kept up their narley to a late
honf but finally withdrew txmxrfrom thelr positlon, ‘he Command lay

on their arms all night and obtaln 4@ little rest or sloon,
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(Penciled note Oct. 7)
At daylight 1 percrived the ground on whi ch we lay was most cipable
of defence, although destitute of water, wood or grnss, and ap rehending
a severe strugsle made the necessary arcangsnents for it,
The key to our position was some small smolls on the sumn't of our
hill. These extended from a point on the northwest towards the north,

8
also from thot point toward the east, +n the east a bluff used by the

Incians as a grave var: affo ded shelter to a small worty vho guarded
that side, Cur ground sloped'rrﬂdwally towsnrds the north, until it
met the preirie or plain, afew of these knolls fortunstely afforded
shelter to a porty puarding the north, “or lines extended overa circle
about 400 yards dlameter, '

lho Indians were in motion at an early hour and poured cut in s armsn
:he POt tINOR rendezvdu; gsecmed to be & wood fipe near our lines, in front
of Yartain *ussell's position which was on the w st side, s the numbers
. assembling became very greit, Lieut. Gracie advinced his howitger
(note here re’érence to howitzer. *irst reference said howitsers)
and threw a sphcricél case shot among them, which createdconsii eruble
congternation. LThe enemy then scutte ed and took up their resyective
positions, surrounding us on all sides, There wer  then 600 or 700
Indigns in1 vis., occupying the heights beyond snd overlooking wx us,or
in the plain in tﬁe north or ! +the brush In the east. ‘hese are the
supnortins arties vho 1 crse the enemy fa’ls brck, charge them in the
retreat, “uring the entire day “resh parties were seen apnroaching from
the hills on the'north silde, Clouds of moving.dust conld be discerned far
to th north ean sauvadron after squadron poured *‘nto the plain before
us,until sundown, fhe numbers prohbably had roubled,

#3 goon as the Indians had reconnoitered our position aftor

surro'nding us esrly in the morni g their skirmishers advan® d
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stealthily from cover Lo cover, T}ey we 'e armaed with good rifles,
had nlenty of ammunition and fired ac wurately.

:he anldiers were order d to cmuarc conceal themselv«s untll ths
enemy arrivwed sufficiently near to give the musket shot efTect. This enabled
me to economize our smmunition andin a measure make our shootlag more
certain, :he enemy opened fire on “aptain Russellis front, but the men
behng covered they wrodﬁcod no impression. "hen another party aprroached
the s irmishers on the so nth s'de adv nced sc near as to dis able some of
them, & charpe of the bayonet conducted by Actiig &x Mggter Sergeant James
‘tulhobland of ¥ummmnyg H Company and Corpl ™M.Ganuy of I Comp ny drove
off these, and durin- the remainder of vae day theyc ontented themselves
with a fire at a distunce. The enemy then aprroached on *he north side,
and here durlng the doy they kept up a continual at’ack, relieving their
skirmishers frequently., . In the eurly part of the attack Lance Corpl
lic intosh :nd Privete “!lison of I Gmpany with & small parties charged
anc¢ drovu the indians from their position, which during th- day made them
extremely cautious in t eir approaches , still they kept up their fire
at this point until the close of the actlon.
#g gveniit a prosched itwas observed th t gr at numbers of the

enemy occupied the bluffs on the o/ rosite side of the stream, as if
resolved to keep us during thq nirht from the water. “s night came on,
th arrangements were made to descend to the water, the adv nce and
rear were marched o foot, ready for actim. It was necessary too that
my comnand get some rest and the force beforethem wa entlrely too rreat
and too active to relax ir the stri t watch that has thus foar beon
ket u., Detreat seemed to br the onlymeans left us to save the 1°' tle
ban@ frem entire destruction, sccordingly ef ter reachlig the water without
opposition the comiend turned for the mountain nass and advanced with

eaution. Unfortunately the gvide who accompanied us and was not qualified
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for the drty an® lost the road. rLhis cans d the reuar guard who kent

the old trail by wh'ch we entered fh“ /alley, to sepurate from usg, Ag
goon a8 we Wound the main trall, I ordernd the gnuide to mroceed after

the rear guard end bring them to us, “aving at 2 o;clock In the morning
resched a grove of fir and built two fires as beacon 1irhis for thosa in
the rear and as cook fi es for the hunrry soldiers. I learmt here that
the howitzer carriapge hacd become unser lceable and could not be pulled
further, so had besn abandoned, but the plece itself was packed and
brought un, ie rested here untlil the dawn of day. s soon as it was 1igﬁt
we ercelved the roads in the valley filled with +1dians hastening after
ng. Un acklng up and wsteriag our force , we found that more than thirty
of our men were absent and a large number of nnimals had not come up. With
thetslasg L scanwéd the valley in d 1 di ectlons ! hopes of seeing siéns
of our absentées, but ever "hefe 1 found Indians hastening toward us,
:e§orn leaving, the nuide Joi ed us smd reporte that he had failed

to find the guard, “e then had about forty men to rotect the wornded

and our remaining animels, and with these we oroceaded on our march,
having burned up everything about to hHe abandoned. :e had not proceeded
far whonl fo nd the enemy in con:iderable numbers hac already gotten to
our rear to o pose our marob. #s soon a&s the firing com.encea,'the rear
guard deployed as skirmishesyg, and I avalled myself of this moment

whi e the enemy 2atchelthe puard, to dispateh the Indian John, to

Fort Ualles,.on my orivaté norse, as moét likely to Bale him through,

%he letts r, how ver, had bron written the mérninp before, as the date
indicrtes,and before the vact numbers, which houred in from the north,
on *unday, had made their?apﬂearancr. For six or elght milesa the enemy
nttacked us with great spirit and a running fire was'kent U «“n the march
the mule cuarrylnes the houltzdr was much distressed {rom want of food

and its he vywelight, and za' e signs of Addddd failing, LThe gsaddle, too

turned and 1t was with grest difficulty brought on . “eeiip a cluster
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of bushes near at hand, I gave 'the order to cache it,

e men behaved with grent gallantry and energy, en d kept the indians
so fur off as to do but little demage, only wounding tuo men, Having
fousd a‘'narrow Skrip of timber mak 'ng out Into the rairie, which
left a com aratively small piece of wood to beruarded, I m6§ed the command
into it and alloved my weary soldliers a halt, ‘he iLadlans afte carefully
resonnoitering on all sidss tri d to burn us out, by firing tho grass
in the pra%rie anc wood, but our counter fires gsve t em little hope of

sucress, “hey Emey then m roached us in the woods andendenvored to pick
of” onr men. “y four o'clock p.m. they had obtained goodpositions and
were doing some exefution,

Yapt, “ussell who commanded this flant proposed another charge, and
getting a few more men, 1 hastened to join him, uhén the charge was. made
anc the 'ndiuns wers driven completely and thoroighly ont of the woods.

f!ey did not 'eturmn to molest us but ca tented t'emseivos oy
stirtin- a dozen or meore of large fires in the woods beyond the prairie
in ~ariovs directions around us, as if to lmpede our progress thréugh
the woods,by fires, or to expose us to their aim in passing through,
Dyrin: the halt, the animals were fed upon floud and the men sunplied
with as much bread and sugar as they could (csrry) thus consuming as far
as'ﬁractfc&ble the few rations. The camp wi's too much exposed to the
view of the enemy to destroy the provisions by day, and thus expose the
ex! remity of our distress, Nor would it do to burn them by night, yet
on marchling 1t was found necess ry to mount as ma 1y men as possible'
as thei strength was gradually faliling and during the night another
separution might thereby take place, Accordingly theanimals were talken
for ﬁ:e of the troo's and a few sacks, pri cipally of nork, was abandoned,
After rottins bevond the fire of the enemy , the trwo s were all mounted

and soon after daylight in the morniig we resched our second night!s
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camp wherc we found cur rear guard I gafety snd halted to rest,
esseslive ki1l1l6d and 17 wounded. It has been found that some of our men
wer twice wounded, slthough they are reported simply &s wounded,
About sundown the trocps resumed their march to Fort *“amlles. On
the way, Lieut Day's Comp, I., 3rd ’rtilbry, which "ad promptly
responded to mycall . ,was found encamped, and, there beling no occasion
for his ad ancii1 fu ther at the time he retu ned with "'1s company.
The whole command returned on the 10th instgnte.
it.1s still painful to reflect , ?hat a’'ter my little command has fought
successfully, 1 the thme doys, agéinstgreit odds, & dbrought off all
1ts woundedand buried the dead, andpre ervedits ammunition, it will
still suffer the iwuputation of defeat. :he losses of public property

a

are consider hle, and [ feel that I am a:swerabls for it, Tbere may be
and doubtless will be, doubts in theminds of many whether 1 have taken
sufflclent painsd to preserve the ubl'c property, aendparticularly
the howitzer, end for t!'s reason I resm ctfully request that a‘court
of 1n\uiry may be convened by the general comianding the Dept. of the
Facific to exami e into & e'facts and report their opinion.

L cannot snenk tor highly of the officers, incldding Dr. Fammond,
who acconpan iad me. [ feel very much 1indebted to them for their
. cordial cooperation. There being but tuo with me, besides the foctor
and beinp enrazed coms tantly 1 found it necessary to roly upon Cabt.
Riuggsell andliis company in the more critical posi£ion and keep &% ut,
Gracie and h's howitgzer, thus leEving many 5érts of the defense to non=
coh officers. Yspte ussell gdllantly maintalned hig trust on all
occasions, Lieut., “racie had savercl opportunities to fire his
howitzef with effect andproduced much consterastio, after mxzk which
they sntched the howitzer and retired from the point to wh ch 1t

advanced,
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Yr, Nannond was attentive to the wounded and bestowed every care which

our position would pem it. He also found opportuniti s to shoot, and
on four occas ions theren is 1little doubt bht thet he killed and wounded
his mark,

*1e non-com officers behgved most gdl lantly, ;he liat of wounded
gpeaks well of t hem. Both of my non-com sbaff were wounded. “ergt,
“owland ~otton of ¥ Com any, acting sergt. major was shot through
the laft hand; and thoeugh wounded, lent me every assistance in his
power, Subseqgiently, he discovered an enemy's ball in his breast pocket,
which had ind nted 1'self in one of his rifile balls and lodged thers.

ergt. James Mulholland of H “ompany, the acting quartcrmaster sergeant
was wounded three tlmes, the last wes frtal and he fell at the final
charge of the ;\‘1ans which drove them off for =ood. ‘rom the fir t
meet ln~ of the enemy th‘s non com officer's conduct «as conspicious
and dlstinguished, |

Doth the 13t serreants of the comranies set an examble of bravery
hich reflects the highest credit u on them. “oth wer~ wounded. luwo
lance corporals uere mounded, :he men behaved with coursare and
energy, » rticularly after they had become accustomed to the ar whoons
.aﬂd the crack of the rifle. In regord to the enemy te fore us, 1t is due
to t;em te say that they fought with a courage far behond my
expectat *ons, and continued their effobts with (without?)

intsormlission for sich a jrotracted period as to sugg st most unpleasant
ldeas, it 1s »repar re ' aps to express my co victions thut te conduct
of the enemy was tho result of frequent successes, and perhaps a part
of of these successes may have bren the overthrow of Lieut,

3]
~ aurhter s com and.,



Indian war of 1855 in "’regon.
Humbug war.. comical account of volunteers plan to a ttack soldiers

over I dian dis turbances in Oregon..whisky tobs used to bring soldiers
to terms....%ee West Share, 1887, pp 667 670,



35th Congross «} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES %xe Dod,
1st Session No,38

INDEAN VAR IN OREGON AND WASHINGTON
TERRITORIES.

i

L BTITLELR
“EROM
L7 1i SECHETARY. O THE SINTERT QRAR
II‘_ e ':E :ﬁla‘i- _-._..'!-.. ‘-.. |
In gompliaonce with the resolution of the House of the 15th instant, the

report of J, Ross Browne, on the subject of the Indian war in Oregon
and Washington Territories,

38972
January 25, 1858, = Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and
ordered to be printed. =0 0

Depactment of the lnteriow,
January 25, 1858,

Sirs I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the report of J,
Ross Brovme, speciel agent of the Indian Office, gn the subject of the
late Indian wer in Oregon and Washington Territories, called for in the
resclution of the House of Representatives dated the 15th imstants

vith great respect, vour obedient servent,

et Je THOLPSON, Begrelary.
Hon, James L. Orr, '
Speaker of the House of Representatives,

- Department of the Interior;
Office of Indian Affalirs, January 19,1858,

girs I have the honor to transmit herewith m copy of the report, ete, etac,
CHARLES E, IIX, A
Acting Commissioner,

Hon, J. Thompsony
Seorefary of the Interior,

Letter from J. Ross Browne, special agent of the Iressury Department
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, reviewing the origin of %he
Indion war of 1855«'06 in the Territories of Orcgon and Washington,

, San Francisco, Californie,
Fiw In SEpopeeercce plgnr lade gk of Decemberys, 1857,
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“enate Ex. Doc. 40, 35th Congress, 1st session...the report of
J. Ross Browne...January 25, 1858
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eeothe fact also is shown, that as far back as 1835 the Indians
west of the Rocky mountains protested against the t aking away
of their larmds by the white races,e.it is nesdless to g0 into
detail of all the difficulties between the whites and the I,dians
since the first emigration to the Territory of Oregone..the same
Primary causes existed in every case--encroachmentsS.e.

In 1840 and 1841 the subject of the settlement of Oregon was
agitated in the Senate of the United tates 8nf by Senators Linn
and Benton. I fa mation as to the value and extent of this
Territory was published to the country in their speechcs. Settlers
wer encauraged to go there and secure homesteads for their
families. Congress was urged to grant liberal donat ions of lands.
eeoln 1849 Mr. Thruston went to “ashington city as a dclegate from
the Territory of Opsgon. ‘e represented to Congress the unsettled
condition of affairs in that Territory arising from the proximity
of the Indians to the white settlements, armd the difficulties
which were frequently occurring between them. He urged that the
people of Opegon were in an isolated and unprotected condition;
that inducements had been held out to them by the government to
settle there, but they had not as yet acquired a legal title to
their lands, amd that t e Indians were constantly threatening to
dispossess them. In fact, they only maintained their position by
sufferance,.e.In econsequence of these repregentations, and the
pressing petitions of the peo le throigh their delgate, “ongress
in June, 1850, passed a law mathorizing the appointment of a
commlssion to treat with all the Indians west of the Cascade

mount ains .
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On the 27th of September folliowing the donation law was
bassed, granting to single persons, who had settled pI' fortite
the 1lst december, 1851, 320 gcres and to married couples 640 acres
of the public domain, etce. No reservation was contained in this act
predicated upon the action of the commission. :he land was to be
granted in fee simple upon actual residence far Ffour years. In the
pre-emption act of September 4, 1841, section 10 exterded to Ore gon
July 17, 1854 provision is mad e excepting Ifrom pre-emption lands held
in reserve by the govermment, or to which the Indian title has
not been e -tinguished. In the dmation act the government depar tad
from its usual policy and made no such exception. *hat this has been
a fruitful source of difficulty,there can e no doubt. Tt was unwise
and impolitic to encowage settlers to take away the lards of
the Indians. It was well understood, from experience with Iadians
of other states, that they B& always claimed a right to the lands
upon which they resided. They caild never be tought to comprehend
that subtle species of argument by which andt her race could come
among them, put them aside, ignore their claims and assume posgession

on the ground of beirg a superior peovle, Ever since the ordinance

L

of 1787 it had beon the practice o government to reeognige

in them a possessory right, which could only be extinguished by
purchase or mutual agreement. Of course,as the terms were always
dictated and enforced on the one side, whether the other party

was satisfied a not, this compulsory process cannot broperly be dig-
nified by the title of treaty. None of the so~called treaties

with the I:dians are anything more than forced agreements ,which the
stronger power can violate or reject at pleasure,armd of which
privilege 1t has availed itself in all the treaties made with

the Indians of Oregons

The organic act of #ygust, 1848, creating the Territory of Oregon,
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reserves to the general government the right to make such regul-
Pe 5

ations respecting the Indians asg it may deem 8 .pedient; in other
words, to treat with them, purchase thein lands, remove them to
reservations, or otherwise dispose of them as m ght best subserve
their welfare am the public interests. Such portions of the act of
1854 regulating trade am intercourse with the Indians, as were
found applicable, were extended to Oregon by act of 1850. This has
relation chief 1y to municipal control over the trade between the
settlers and the Indians--selling whiskey, e tc, Heire, again,

Was another sairce of trouble, “ach settler, under the donation
act,holdh g his title direct fran government, could hire as many
Indian laborers as he pleased for whiskey-the articleheld in
highrst esteem.,

eeo38ttlery held me etings and prote ted against the actg of

the commnission. Petitions to the same effact were forwarded

to Congress. It was considered that the treaties were injidicious
in their terms ami ought not to be ratified. But t his was not the
fault of the Indians. 4 solemn compact wasmade with them. ?he terms
wer e imposed

» 6

by the stronger power aml accepted by them from necessity. Most
of their lands had a lready been talken away from them under the
donation act and under the t reaties they gave up, for cetain

agreement

considerations, what remained. Oyt the gmxEXAmERt thus dic tated

to them was never ratified and they never received the promised
casiderations under thet instrument. Between private individuals

this would be regarded as obtaining pbroperty under false Pretenses,

P. 18

lir. John Toupin's statement in 1848:"T have been seventeen
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years employed as interpreter a t Fort Walla W'alla," says Mr.
*oupin“ and I left that fort about seven years ago. I was there
when F;. rarker in 1835 came to select places for Presnyterian
missions among the Cayuses and the Nez Perces and to ask
lands for those m ssions. Heemployed me as interpretsr in his
negot lations with the Indians on that occasione. Mr. Pombrun, the
gentleman then in charge of t he fort, accompanied hin to the Cayuses
and the liez Perces.

"lir. Parker , in company with Mr. Pombrun (an American) and myself
went first to the Cayuses upon the lands called Wailatput hat
belonged to three chiefs-—bnlitted Lip or Yomptipi, ted Cloak or
Waptachtakamal and Pilankaikt. Having met them at that place he
told them that he was coming to select a place to build a preaching
house to teach them how to live and to teach school £o their
children; that he would rnot come himself to establish a mission,
but a doctor or a medicine man would come in his place; that that
doctor would be the chief of t he mission and would come in the
following spring.

'I cane to select a place for a mission,' he said,! but I do not
intend to take your laxds for nothing. #fter the doctor is come
there will come every year a big ship loaded with goods to be
divided among the I dians. Those goods will not be sold but will
be given to you. The missionaries will oring you ploughs and hoes
to learn you fgow to cultivate the land, and they will
not sell but will give them to you.!

"From the Gayuse Mre. Parker went to the Neg Perces, about 125
miles distant, onthe lands of the 0ld Button, on a small cresk
which empties into the Cjear Yater at seven or eight miles from
the actualmission. And there he made the same promises to the

Indians as Bt Wailatpu.:'Next spring there will come a mis gl onary
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to establish himself here and take a pilece of land; but he will
. not take it for nothing; you whall be paid every year; this is the

American fashione

" In the following year 1836 Dr. Whitman arrived among the

Cayuses and be gan to build. ‘he Indians did not stop him, as they

expected to be paid as they said.
"In the summer of the next year, 1837 Splitted Lip asked him where

the goods which he had promised him were; whether he would pay him

of whether he wanted to steal his lands...
«eolire Ppalding established his mission among the lez Yerces in

the same year(1836) as Dr, Whitman among the Cayuses.
"The following year(1837) he gecided to send Mr. Gpay to

the United “tates with a band of horses to exchange them for

cattle. Three Indian chiei's started with Mr. Gray, viz: Ei1lis,

6A6 “lue Choak and the Hat.

De 22
"T spent last fall and la st winter among the Nez Perces. I arrived

there at the @@A beginning of Uctober. B

ut I have known the Nez
Perces for over twenty years,having een in the habit of trading
and travelling with them almost every year and 1t was at their
request that I had gone to settle inthe ir country...John Baptist
Gervais, St. Paul of Yillamette, Oct 15, 1848,"

DRNZD

Mr., William Craig's sta ement in 1848:

Meeo.the first acquaintance was in t he Rocky mountains in the
year 1837 and then in 1845 vwhen he (Tom Hill a Deleware Indian)
came to the 1lez Perces country. I frequently heard that he lad

been telling unfavorable tales.

P. 26

"eoe..I was living about ten miles from Mr. SpPalding's missione



Pe 65

(translation) Mission in Yackimaw Country, pril, 1853
"..Bhe followng are reports from the Nez Perces countrys
A chief of the Upper ez Perces has killed thir ty head of

cattle at a feast given to the nation; and this number of animals

not oeing sufficiert , seven more were killed."...



The last Indian s care in the Spukane country came in 1891, # freighter
named Cole was murdered by {ndians in the Okano,an region and in
meking arrests a ‘:’ep ty She iff killed an Ipdian known as Captain
John., # cousin of this Indian csme in and surrendered, expecting a
tricl but a party of masked men took the prisoner from jail and hanged
hime |

:he Ydetim of the lynchers was & boy only 15 years of sge and deep_
resentment spread throgh the Colville rese vation and even as far as
the Yakima s, ;he Indians werec everywhere indulging in dancing and
the ma e remot settlements became alarmed. 4 militda company was
called out in Spokane but #jutant Yeneral A,P, Curry and a few
men who wers experiencedin dealing with the I"dians went to the
Uolville rese vation amd succeeded in quieting the excitement..
Durnahm, N.W. histay of the City of “pokane and “pokane county,
Chicago, 1912, 437-438.



Wallah- Palouse,.®olkuks. “hammapums...

Ross Cox..:"he Columbia River g8 or scenes and
8aventures during a residence & six years on the Western side
of the Rocky mountains among ® various tribes of Indians hitherto
unknowne..together with a journey across the American continent..
By Koss Cox in two .vols. Vol II 2nd edition, London, *,‘enrj
Colburn and Richard Sentley, 1832,.

«:0y the 24thor Yctober we proceeded overland with the produce

of the summergs trade to Okinagan......

;_We had eight canoces and o ur party c ons isted of Messrs
Keith, Stewart, 'f"aRocque, Mct!Tavish, M!'Donald M'M}llan, M'Kay,
M'Kenzie, Montour and myself, We lad 54 canoe -men including s ix
bandwich lslanders., We passed in safety the places where hostility was
appRehended btfffa nd the day after we had passed the falls we threw our
leathern armour as no longer necessary am the men stowed their
00 muskets into lmg cases which were placed under the trading goods 'n
the b ottom of the canoces.
On arriving a few miles above the enirance of tle ¥allah Wallah
river at a place aboulf equi-distantvetween thd and
Lewis "iver a mmber of canoes filled with natives paddled down on
ar brigede apparently without any hostile design. We weRe a the
south side aml advanceing slowly with poles..Mr, [eith in the first
®@noe, Mr. Stewart in the s¢conde...l in the fifth....an Pierre Michel
the interpreter i n the eighth,
The M0 Indians at first asked a little tobacco from Mr. Keith who
g7 BESEB0 which he gave them; then they proceeded to Mr.® tewart who
also gave them a small quammtity after which they droppped down on
Mpssrs La Rocque and M'Mfllan from whose canoe theya ttempted to
take some goods but were repulsed by the men who struck their hands
w ith the padd.es. They next came to M'Donald and seized a bale
of B0 tobacco which was in theforepart afhis canoe which thev a ttemn.



ted tob:ake b 83 eecce..8t111 we refrained fromthe
dempnier ressort...M’Kayjave him a severe blow with the
tuttof his gun which obliged him to drop the prize..He instantly
bplaced an arrow in his bow which he presented at M'Donald but the la.ter
cooly stretched forth his b=08dSRGd brawny arm, seized the
arrow Yhich he broke and threw into the fellow's face., *he
8avage, enraged at th:f0 thus ®of being foiledﬂorde“-:ed his canoce to
push off and was just in thea ct of letting afly another arrow when
MeKay fired and him him in the £ orehead; he instantly fell
upon whidc ¢two of @BD his companions bent their bows; but before their
arrows had time to wing their fligEIM'Donald's doubled barrelled
gun stopped them. He shot one between the eyes and theo all from
the secomi barrel lodged in thqéhoulder of the the survivor,
‘he moment that they fell a shower of arrows mas discharged
at us, but owing to the undulating motion of t he canoes 88 wella s
ou‘{s We escaped uinjuredes..lost ne®0 no time in putting ashore,.( Council)
eeAmong them we recogniz d several of the Wallah
Wallahs but in vain luoked for our old friend ;mee
""'amtappam, their chiefe.growp of 30 or 40 approached..their hair cut
short as sign of mourning, bodies were nearly naked amd besmeared with
red paint. I his rarty consisted of the immediate relatives of the
decea-ed; as they advanced they chanted s death song,part of which
ran as follows:
E'Rest brothers, rest. You will be avenged. *he tears of your
widows shall cease to flow then they behold the blood of'your
mirderers and your young children shall leap and s ing with
Joy on seeing their scalps. Kest brothers, in peace
Wwe shall have blood.-g/
They took up their position in the centre; and the whols party
then formed themselves into an e xtended ceescent. “mong them were

natives of the Chimnapum, Yackaman, Sokulk and Wallah Wallah tribes, ‘heirp



3
langua:;'e 1s nearly the s ame but they are under separate chiefs and in
tim of war always unite against the Shoshone or Snake Indians, a
powerful nation who inhablit the plains to the wouthward,

Eran Chill to Athabasca and fram Nootke to the Labrador there is an
undescribable coldness about an #mericansavage that checks
familiarity. He 1s a stranier to our hopes, fears, our joyBs or
our sorrows..On the presenteees.occasion the¥ painted skin cut hair
and knaked bodles lmparted to their appearance a degree of
ferocity from which we boded no good result. ""heyr e.:ained
stationary fa some time and preserved a profound silence..

Messrs feith, ®tewart, ‘f‘a“ocque and the inl erpreter at length
advanced aboVtmidway..unarmed and d emanded to speak to them upon
which two chiefs, a ccompanied by six of the mourners, proceseded to
Join them. Mr. Keith offered t hem the calumet of peace which they re-
fused to accept in a manner at once cold and replusive,

Michel was thereupon ordered to tell HIL that as we had always bemhec

on good terms with them we regretted};uch the late unfox"-&mate e

they inquired whzt kind of compensation was intended..two

sults of chilefs' clothes with blankets, tobacco and ornaments for
the w omenetc, refused..demanded

two white men, one the b ig redheadedéhief must be sacrified..

agg 'es3orse.violent dabatoe....driven Shoshoness.now a nations.

eePO8CB,.Ccl'cle, DipBe.

Chieftdin whose timelyarrival had rescued us from the

impending destructionwas called Morning Star..not over 25 years

0lde..his father had been a chief and h ad been killed in battle

with Shoshones few years before..Morning Star had 19 scalps on 74e
#%3 neck of his war horse..omersi{flled in battle to appease spirit
of his fathereetrying f or 20e-,.

t}usk.-bad farewsll to friendly chief andc rossed to the saith

side of the river, encamped a few miles above the “ewis River anmd



sperﬁ the night in tranqulity..





