still beg the question — why?

— Union Gap delective
Rick Garcia

jabbing a finger at color
of the bodies. “They
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The color in the photographs is
washed out. Soare the bodies of the
brothers.
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1f Garcia was the type, he might
have shuddered. This case has that
kind of effect on people. The sharp
tragedy of senseless death pokes
‘their
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Start phatn)
nd Eli Allec are buried side by side in Prosser Cemetery. The brothers were found dead in
ic uicide.




Tragedy’ from Page 1A

found on El and Andre were
photographs of the USS Nicholson
and a r::llnvln a Navy uniform,
gt ictor.

Andre finished high school, but Eli
drmedmunhodlmmedsmh

m wherawerueplrated inthe
early 19505 by two-year hitches in the
Army. Andre was discharged in 1953
and Eli got out in 1935, Both served
gorulumn apparently saw no com-

older brother's death was
mnnd in the uﬂg mna By the
deaths of their parents. The brothers
bmmamnmon

lhey did just ]lmnl llbor wurl "

said cousin Emil. “Then I lost track
of them. 'th wnlllr]n'l hau
anything

don't know haw to put it, but

ing than his older brother. “Eli wasa
little more quiet, more slow-going,"
said Emil.
Neither brother ever married,
although Eli was best man at Emll'
‘wedding.
The last time Emil saw Eli and An-
dre was about 14 years ago. An auc-
tion was held to sell the Allec family

ure. Eli also was a border-line
d.tubem: and Schwenke put him on a

Th.dachrllntchﬂ:kldslllnlllly

1978.
*He walked in and said he wanted
his blood pressure checked,”
Schwenke recalled. That was one of
the longer conversations they had
during the nearly six years
Schwenke treated Eli.

The doctor said he never really
knew much about Eli other than he
‘ware clean, plain work clothes, had a
general delivery address, followed
his doctor’s orders and always paid
in cash at the time of appointments.

“I felt that he was a timid fellow
and I was i!rl:! ﬂul he didn't have

porary help at local social service
agencies, such as the Salvation Ar-
my. and signed up for food stamps.
amilitary veleran’s pension
‘apparently was their attempt to find
a lmlg-l.lnn solution to their financial
blems.

Their training and work in
assisting veterans have given Sali
and Day the skills to recognize and
help veterans depressed to the point
of being suicidal.

“I didn't get that message from
:inuroneoﬂhem " said Day.

the brothers seemed

Inhd — what amounted to a

sigh — when they were told it would
take nine to 12 months to get a
federal Veterans Administration rul-
ing on their application for a pension.

ith
“But 1 didn't pick up on the real

1 wmdhﬂhpnl.lmnnlof
them,” recalled. epart-
ment service umur with lbe Disabl-
ed American Veteral

“1 think they dldn'l want to be
perceived as begging,” added Mar-
ﬁn Day, Si]l’s plnnu in the DAV's

Yakima office. I didn't have a
Wllﬂll lﬁung from them."

Walla physician
Schwenke treated Eli for high blood

two bullets in the gun and two in his
pocket as a reserve.

When found, the brothers had a $1
bill, less than a dollar in change and

thinglm Comprehensive Mental

"Erury cage I've heard about like
this guns were used. ['ve never heard
of any survivors,” she said. And, she
added, older men have the highest
|uleldl rate in Americ;

the case reminds her of
onu lnvnlrln; elderly married
couples. One member of the pair

becomes ill and the other
they can't Hvawlmt
That dovetails wl

but because he couldn’t live without
his brother.”

The brothers were buried next to
each other in Prosser Cemetery. Two
simple gr. markers were
delivered this month by the Veterans

Money donated by the manager of
cl:y 'l'owhq which hauled away the
«car, was used to pay for

d‘plnque.'i They'll
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