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E Bar Ranch
 Mey 5 1958

Dear Click Ra

I wonder idf this is still your address or if I should continue to write
to the office. I want to thenk you end the paper for using my story. Moses Lake
folks seem grat-eful for my small efforts, I am sorry thet I made it too long for yo
to use the ending. We did not get to the dedication but went later in the day. It
seems a very worth while project; I am so very glad we hed such & good visit with
Adam East during his lifetime,

Do you happen to know enything ebout the little log cabins that sit betwee
Vernite and “everly; they look old end interestingf We made the trip with friends &
and took in Coulee Dam, Moses Coulee}and the Palisades ss well as Crsb Creek, etec.
Some of it was new to us,

The representative of one of the foremost private schools in ‘eneguela
flew to fortland to contact Kay about a music position in Caracas. Byeryhne tells he
it is the chence of = lifetime; that they screen so thoroughly few get such an opport
iinity. Of course we couldn't esk her not to go but ¢ get panicky thinking of it
end of course she worries about leaving us. I don't know what the verdict will be.
Lura,the New York girl, plans to go to Mewaii; 21l the girls who applied there
were lucky,but ay was the only one to get the Caracas offers so she would ‘have to go
alone.

I hope that everything is looking brighter for you and that you are
doing a lot of writing and sculpture work egain., El is better but not too strong.
The house is nearing completion but we will have to have a shop before we move.
We invested in a tape recorder so we could hear Key sing even though she isn't
home,

Thanks again, :
Sincerely, jfg ‘_\] é

Thelma K
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Kimmel's Korner
April 26 1961

Click Releander
Dear Click:

Thank you for the letter and explenstion which I was heppy to receive.
Really I don't want the slightest sccleim in your book. I was only trying to get
a rise out of you,which I succeeded in doing. You have accomplished tremendous
research’with which none of us can compsre, end certainkjy little credit goes to
others. I am truly sorry that nothing ceme of the committee work.

I do not like the “stholic attempt to belittle Wilbur and I wrote to
the editor of the HISTORICAL QUARTERLY expressing this opinion--no answer. I
do think Wilbur wes one of the Northwest's giants of history--judged of course by
his period in it. I wes pleessed thet Reverend Owens considered me worthy of meking
en evelustion for their Centennisl,

However ,being very much of e religious agnostic, neither do I wish to see
the Methodists belittle the efforts of the Catholic Fathers. I had a nice
missionary uncle with e crushing Protestﬂngfﬁgven though he did take e lot of good
Americen ideas on agriculture to China. Over-ell evaluation and sympethy, plus
criticsm, sre my aims, but =211 sbsolutely religiously impartia]:

I have plenty of meterial for a book on Wilbur but cannot see myself pre-
genting i¥ in the BEN SNIPES form Binfords end Mort sugcested,

We stopped st the Ahtenum Mission recently. I think it is wonderful
thet interest has been showm in its preservation. There are meny stories to come
out of our part of the stete end now the markets seem unlimited. Time is my
problem. I still give a few piano lessons which I would not do if another teacher
were available. “ay keeps & piano in her apertment snd tekes e few pupils asfter

school. We have two pienos here, three or four violins,guitar ,accordien, mandolin,

gtereo, tepe recorder, etc., plusfarious sncient instruments--so you can see writing

end music sometimes conflict. I love music and enjoyed the Community concerts in

Yekime with key this winter.




Kay was offered & good music position in the Yekime schools for
next year tut she likes Granger and plens to stey e while. She is her own boes
hers; is close to home and to her dance orchestra.

Roger Chute is home with wonderful sccounte of his trip to

Newuﬁealend, The Figis, etc. Hes some good pictures. Pacific Farsde hes elways been

interested in his wenderinge so I will do some stories soon.

I wes very sorry--after making the request--thet the WALLA WALLA MUSKET
LOADERS did not partichpate in the Yakima celebrstion. Ibelieve Frencis
Christisno expressed his regrets to those concerned ,They had an esntique gun show in
Welle Walle lest week end but we did not go. El hes been wenting to go down
to watch the pgroup shoot some Sundsy but fishing and chuck hunting seem to be

four

foremost now. By the wey, three generations of Christisnos spent the day with us
lest fell--bringing their own Italien spaghetti. We hed a real music festival--
charming people.

Do hope thet things are going "Tops® for you sgein in writing end living.
Thank you egein, end now that sll is out in the open, let us hope there ere no hard

feelings at all.

Best wishes from the Kimmels







ST i AL AT

MUYT oo Z&' U 29.€%.c
e Yabivun o 137 of Bt







/‘AJ—7

VRO

/
o

()
k/

P M 8 > B 2

*\“_‘,/

]

/

1‘:7/1

../M
d
i

Oc
< "‘C‘M

AW Ly e |

Rl = W

e
~—

Z/:o/wo—u-ogﬂ"

/] »
{
5 S

Boni ol

%LLLM

4

ity

P & I RN B

f
o'
]







Kimmels' Korner
February 4 1963

Deer Click:
As I decided from your first letter that you wanted your
book and the story to come out together,I deshed off an article end
mailed it with a picture El took of Yakima chiefteins ebout thirty
years sgo--in costume, I cannot guarsntee what will come of 1% T
didn't get any more Chvil War stories done, as the Tribune wented,and they
are still holding what(} think]ia my best erticle on Roger Chute. I have
e wealth of material now on the Battle of Antietem sent by a relative
still living on the femily pre-revolution land grent there,
I did so little writing in '62. Spokane published my
FOUNTAIN BAR story. Do you went me to send an article there on the book?
I heve so much meteriel now aweiting the typing thet I feel I cen never
get done in my life time; thet I em not doing any more extensive collecting.
Roger Chute is studying in Celifornie at the moment efter combing
the Heweiin Islends. In the last two yesrs he took in New ieslend, the Fijiaf
France, Spein, the Caneries, Seuth Americe snd the Hewaiin group--seems almost
incredible. I will meil him one of the sheets; othera have already gone to

schools and historians,

I suppose you have hesrd sbout our floods; it is inteé%ting to

watch the big cranes working to 1lift out the logs. This wes & most unusual
end quick type. We were emong the "Evacusted" but the water did not cover
much of our floor- there will be some warping as we heve e hardwood floor in
the mein room,

We all wish you end your wife much heppiness,. Stop to see us

e

any time you esre in thie area.

Sincerely, W

Thelma Kimmel




Kimmels' Korner
Februery 13 1963

Desr Click:

Thenk you for the book. I think you heve done a veluable,
interesting, snd picturesque work, end I hope I csn send you some orders
later. I have sent off two sarticles with pictures. Ssturday the President
of the Wella Walle Muzzle Loaders and another member stopped in to see El
and seemed enxious to teke the ad. sheet back to the group,feeling thst
several might be interested.

I think I wrote you sbout Larry Yeorge's picture of Celilo Falls.

I think it should be put in the view room at the Dalles Dam, if they heve one.

Larry is anxious to sell the picture es he is now in the armfgﬁptationed at

New Mexico. It is an excellent picture and should be in & public place, but
to whom I should write, I do not know, Larry seys he intends to heve a
one men showing when he gete home; thst he is doing more and more origindis
worlk,

Do you still do sculpturing? Are you over the hesrt difficulty?
I hope nothing will interfere with your ert end writing. I sm quite
frustrated being sble to work so little and with so much meteriel waiting.
So far I heve been sble to sttend the Yekime Concerte with Kay but get tired.
I heve kept only one piano pupil.

I heve several works I would like to have published in the form
you have STRANGERS IN THE LAND, Is the Frenkiln Prees en independent
publishing group ?

I will do 211 I cen to advertise the new book . It ie a very

worthwhile edition.

Thank you and Best wishes to you snd your wife,

S
smcemy.iva(\
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Kimmele'! Korner
FPabruery 26 1963

Dear Click:
Thenk ypu for your letter and informetion which I have just received.

I will do &1l I cen sbout berry. Hie half-brother Lehigh is ettending Yekime

Junior college}on an Indien scholership (I think). He is a very different

type--wee veledictorien--and much more embitious.

Todey I received this note from Editor Beily concernbing the erticle
I sent:

"Thenke for the article on Click Relender. He had sent me the book
and I wes going to write something ebout it, but youre will fit the bill very
well end we will be using it in Merch.®

I haeven't hesrd from Tscome, but en unsolicited note from Mr.Sheller
says¥zoncerning STRANGERS ON THE LAND :

"He hes stated the Indisn case better then it hee been formerly
done. I hope he finds e successful sale for it end wish it wee in herd cover,
being eirculeted by some big concern to get it the circulation it deserves."

I will try to get another srticle or two off if possible. Wouldn't
it be wonderful if we had & local printing press in some sort of cooperative
form for all of us who ldke to write our state's history.? I don't like to
see Yame writers come in end capitelize on their sensetional insccuracies.

Roger wanted very much to group-show his picures from fpein--snd
they sre mervelous, but I was not sure whether he wished something in pay
for the effort. He wes kind enmough to show them twice here, to us end &
neighbor, but he felt thet more should heve perticipated., His last note
came from “exico,

Key hed other commitmente so we miesed our Yakime Concert lest
week . Though I get very tired I slweye enjoy them. I wish they could

get Micheel Rebin back; he ie wonderful on the stereo.




The doctors give me no hope on the heert condition--it is just e

metter of how long the digitelis end quinidine cen do the work eand I take enzymes
end other pills to control intestinel circulation.
Key is plenning to sttend the Musiciens banquet end dance at the
Chinaok Sunday. She geve up the steady weekly dance band but hes tasken
gseveral one night stends to keep in the geme, Her time is so full and she is
alwgys being called on for programe, She is treining e group for the Ellensburp
tryoute in March snd has severel school progremes- ell this besides trying
to help here on week ends. She aad the artist friend heve been perfecting
some interesting dence routines .
Elmer is battling a cough but holding his own; shop work is a
little spasmodic at this time of yeer but when it comes it reelly mskes up

flor it. I am so gled he kedshas good help for much of the time.

Thank you asgein, and best wishes to you snd your wife,

j/
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April 14, 1965

Deer Click,

I em sending thie srticle with the hope thet you might get

it into next Sundey's Hereld, not for eny remuneretion for me, but as

a boost for these marvelous pictures , which will probablyﬁ%hown soon
A

in your city.

I em most heppy thet you =sre going to help berry George; His
work is wedl-deserving of any help possible . I hope this finde you end
your wife well; we ere sorry thet you heve not been able to vieit us.

This promises to be & fair writing yesr for me if my health holds
out. Key plens to study in Mexico this summer, if &1l goes well here,

Please see these LIenson pictures when they come to Ieskime,

I feel sure thet you will enjoy them immensely. “

A

Best Wispes from =11 et Kimmels'Korner

Sincerely .

sk
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Dear Mr, Relander:

Thenk you for your letter. I have sent it on to Mrs. Robert Meyer
(Tilicum Club) -801 Yekima Ave., Wepato, and I know she will be very pleased.

You will probably hear from her.

I wonder if you heve enything in your files on "Nigger Antone" who 1liv-
ed near Byron- probebly thirty some years sgo -and made trips to various parts
of the valley selling the fruites he resised. He was previously located in the
Blewett-Wenatchee area snd probably ceme in with the Hudson's bey people. Please
don't meke eny speckal effort if the name ien't familiar.

Perhaps you remember me writing to you about Rev. Hubert Vincent., He
end his wife and sister-in-law were here recently for a visit. He says the
Methodists have agreed upon a plague they are hoping to have placed in the
southeast corner room upsteirs in the Commandant's house at Simcoe, which the
0ld Indiens insist is the room Wilbur used for study and meditation.

Reverend Reisner was so anxious to have you meke an asppointment to
see hie Celilo pics, I wonder if we can arrange this st any time. I'm not at all
sure thet they approve of my Wilbur story but at least they have shown interest.
Rev. Vincent seid it hed encoureged him to mske & study of the missionary and he
plans to do some research in Walla Wells for me. He is & Lincoln student snd
collector,He is going to vhsit Parker Barrett but he sasid thet Ed Roberts-
whom I have been trying to contact- was much too old to have s dependeble
memory. Ed Roberts was a pell besrer at Wilbur's funerel. I have not yet
contacted Rev. Hatten who is supposed to be one of the best Simcoe suthorities.

I have had no answers or no teturn of my letters from my New York
inquiries as yet. I do hope that eventually we cen fit in all the psrts.

Elmer is improving; there has been no return of the severe psin as

ere really hopeful this time.

The neighbors ceme in with some besutiful petrified wood from Snipes
mountain- this country is really full of it. We are smazed et the verieties

-ofmeteriela-of materisle used in the arrowhesds we are finding here . I've been

wanting to do an article: “"Petrified Forests st your Feet". Thenks esgein . =




E Bar Rench
July 14 (19 f)
Dear Mr, Relander:

I learned from my femily thet you were at Meryhill-
probably getting en article on Percy Manser. If so I would asppreciste very
much having & couple of extra clippings - if it is handy.

I sent Key beck to see his pictures and she wes glad she made
her eighth trip in after all. The Meanser scenes are certeinly representetive of
the old hills we love and where we have spent so many pleasent Sundays.
I em sorry I missed seeing you end would like so much to
have met your wife. I have heard often about her charm end talent. Sunday
wes Elmer's first trip out since his last operation and we mede it especadlly

for Lure Bellamy (the Granger school art tescher). Of the meny folks we have

taken to see the museum, she was by fer the most apprecistive of its contents.
[__[,j‘.ﬂrl' Fr 2PS NV (7-‘. Lt o/ .
She is a person of so many appreciationﬁ; has studied art two summers in Sen

Miguel Instituto de Allende, Her father wes a Bostonisan, Herverd graduate ,end
teacher st Hemilton College. Her sister and two brothers are Cornell graduates
and one brother has his doctorate end is chemist for G.E. at Schenectady. Her
brother in law is an artist end also teaches ert in a Utice College. So I em lee
leerning & bit ebout New York.

I wonder if you could tell me whom to contsct in order to have
Lerry George's pics put in the regular exhibit st the Feir. They were so badly
trested last yesr.

Have you ever visited Blencherd's library? I eam hoping for some

places

Wilbur clues from there soon. I have written any number of letters to New York
and hope something may turn up soon. By the way, I think you remember Roger
Chute. He spent en evening giving us more drematic sccounts of his Mexicen
Adventures.

Kay is involved now with a study of Semisens- hes Piggott's book on

loen from the Tacoma Library. Hope you ere heving e plessent summer.

Shncerely-=>\;;7,
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Thelma Kimmel
E Bar Ranch Route 2
Toppenish, Wash.,

"THE C.J. TRADING POST

Would you like to buy a Mexican serape or a W.Adams sugar bowl or maybe
just & romantic novel of your youth? Perhaps you'd like to look at some inter-
esting pioneer relics and Indien artifacts with out disturbing your pocket book,
or trede in that 0ld gun Grendpa brought West for en orgen that really plays.
Whatever your desire I suggest thet you try the C.J. Trading Post over in Klick-
itat County, one of the most versatile entique shops and museums in the North -
west. In these days of Museum-enthusissm the C.J. is e special treat.

Mre. lLavell Sperry -onetime resident of The Dalles and long time
resident of Seettle- returned recently to the land of her childhood to carry
out & long time dreem, Though it is not on e main tourist highway, Mrs. Sperry's
unique post hes slready proven a mecca for travelers. There are many things to
buy at the C.J.:china, books,minerals, guns, violinsend objects too numerous
to mention. But there ere also many things to see in the Sperry private museum:
old bra?iipguirpns(including one of the first old point styled guns, curling

—

iron, dishes and pictures. There are Hudson's Bay beeds and beads from the

Incas, Mexican hand made knives, sascred bells and images, swords and various
Indian artifects from both North and South Americe, While on the coast, the

Sperrys beceme interested in Aleskan ertifects. One of their choicest items
is e doll, a little old woman made of ivory with skin thet is stretched just

right to meke 2 reelistic brown face,




Seventy-five years ago Mrs, Sperry's grendfather Conrad Yesckle -somet-
times spelled Jaeckle by other brenches of the femily - ceme around the Horn
to establish o homestead near to the present town of Centerville, His brend,
the C.J. is stillused by a young descendant, well known rodeo ster, Mark( Smokey)
Kayser. Mark's grendmother wes the intrepid Herriet Yeeckle Kayser who ran the
Blockhouse Treding Post on the old militery treil in the early days.

When Conred ¥esckle arrived in the Klickitat earlier settlers were
beginning to high-teil it for The Dalles becsuse of Indian sceres. But Conrad
stuck it out with pioneer fortitude thet hed brought him West, and esteblished
hie wife ,mother end three children on five hundred and sixty acres of lend
in a wide fertile velley. Later his father # who hed been an officer in the
German army before seeking the freedom of Canade - came to join the femily.
More children were born to Conrad and his wife until in all there were four
sons and fofir deughters, In time Yeackles were in the aree everywhere with

larged herds and fields,

At one time Henry Yeackle, Mrs. Sperry's father -who pessed away

recently - had the lergest wheat ranch in the Klickitat, When he wes a small
led Henry and his brother had two pet sheep. Because they couldn't tell their
pets epart the brothers formed a partnership and from this beginning they ac-
quired thoudends of head of sheep. Thdse were the"Wild West" deys when the larger
stockmen were heckling newcomers, driving off herds end cutting fences, but the
young men were undeunted. Later they went out of the sheep business and in-
vested in land and cattle.

Mrs. Sperry's childhood wes steeped in stories of the pioneers and
Indiens, In her grandfether's rangeland ley the site of the Bolin murder
and the scene of the running Battle of 1855 when the soldiers -fer outnumbered-
barely escaped before Kamiakin's warriors. This was the skirmish in which the
historic cannon was spiked and buried thet todsy has given impetus to so much

search.




The year Conrad Yeackle came to Weashington Territory Chief Joseph was
leading his Napoleonic campeign of depredetion and escspe,The Klickitet Block.
house- built during the Yakima War- held e hope of safety for pioneers while the

Bennocl§ War and the FPerkines murder kept Central Y%ashington alerted for trouble.

It is fitting thet Brooks Perk on the Setus Pass be named after that illustriows;

pioneer, yet to have the old blockhouse removed from its original setting is
a detriment to history. That crude log shelter meent e great deal to early
Centerville residents.

It is no wonder that collecting pioneer and Indian relics snd legends
early beceme & hobby with Mre. Sperry as she was born into a place redolent with
memories, Mr. Sperry's people were pioneers of the Yekima valley and he could
well share her interest. Opening the C.J. Trading Post was a long time hobby
turned into a business. The veriety of Mres, Sperry's collections grew when she
spent two yeers in Mexico while her husband was with the Hoof end Mouth Diseese
Commission. Together they bought things from the natives, both old and new,
but some of their most tressured items were given to them by the friends they
made pe wae the Catholic Preyer Shrine thet wes never to be sold.

Recently Mr. Sperry spent eight monthes in Venezuela with the De Lgng
Construction Company on the Orinoco where all metal floating plers ere being
built on the jungle river to meke transportation possible during the long se=son
of rains,Mrs, Sperry did not accompeny him on thie trip but steyed in Seattle
to keep their two daughters in school.

Friends in the cities keep the busy post menager adviseJof new finde &
end she may be seen going back =nd forth between the city and the pﬁirie town,
eager to fill the requests of her growing number of pstrons. FPioneer residents
ere yielding up their heirlooms proud to have them on diesplay. For the Treding
post is not enly a business venture ; it is a hobby es well with much that ie no7

for sale on exhibit for all to shsare,




Bl

Settled by industrious whest-reising Finnish homesteeders in covered-w

o e Wedd maf
wagon days, the little town of Centerville had its plece i m-tire~Tmedight in 1921

when it was honogred by a Nationel Convention of the Apostolic Lutheran Churches.
Todey it has the C.J. Treding Post and the affeble and interesting Sperrys and to

relic hunters, historians and tourists it is on the map to stay.







ROBERT SELDON GARNETT (6), was the third child of Robert Selden
Garnett and Olympe Charlotte deGouges Garnett.

Born Decemeber 16, 1819, was graduated from the United States
Military Academy in 1841. After service with the 4th Artillery on the
Canadian border, he was commissioned a second lieutenant and appointed
assistant instructor in infantry tactics at West Point. As aide-de-camp
to General Wool in 1845 and to General <4achary Taylor 1846-49, Garnett
participated in the military occupation of Texas and fought throughout the
Mexican War. He was promoted to first lieutenant and breveted captain,
then major for gallantry in the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma,
Monterey and Buena Vista. After the cessation of hostilities he was trans-
ferred to the infantry, advanced to captain and served another year in
Texas. In 1852-54 he was commandant of cadets and instructor of infantry
tactics at the United States Military Academy at West Point. He was promoted
to major in March, 1855, and placed in command of the Puget Sound expedition
against the Indians and in 1858 was in charge of the Yakima Expedition.

He is said to have suggested the design for the official seal of the newly
organized state of California. In 1858 he obtained leave and went to
Europe, but returned when the Civil War broke out, resigned from the United
States army and offered his sword to his native state of Virginia. He was
appointed Adjutant General of the State forces and assigned the difficult
task of organizing undisciplined troops into efficient fighting units.
Early in June, 1861, he was commissioned brigardier-general and given command
of the Confederate forces in northwestern Virginia. The Gampaign was doomed
to failure from the beginning; the Union Army was of greatly superior
strength; Garnett lacked cavalry and guns, and experienced difficulty ob-
taining supplies in a territory where sentiment was hostile to the Confederacy.
He entrenched his 12,000 troops at Laurel Hill and Rich Mountain, but when
the Federal forces, under McClellan consisting of 60,000 men, dislodged the
Bonfederates from Rich Mountain, General Garnett was compelled to withdraw
his small number from Laurel Hill. He saved his army, however, by a
masterly retreat but was himself killed while directing the movement of his
rear guard, after a sharp engagement at Carrick’s Ford on Cheat River,
July 12, 1861. He was the first officer of general rank to be killed in the

war. In 1857 he married Marianne Neilson, daughter of George S. Neilson,

of New York, by whom he had an only son, Arthur (7) Garnett.




