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llez Percoe.go0ldes 1ick Relander

The Idaho placer mines were dlscovered in 1860, the year of the

3 \ I ' \
Lariboo dilacovery, The section which wgs first opened was then a part

of Washl:ygton larritarye The most important placers were located
following the discoveries in the llez fprce amd Palmon river districts
were the John lay armd the Powder river districts in lastern Oregor,
the Poise basin and Owhyhee in southein Idaho and the Deer lodge,
Bannack, #ider gulch and Last Chance‘f/{gulch in Mo tanae

From Indien sowrces Captain H.D. Pierce derived informatlion which
led him to suspect rich deposits o‘ g: 1da on tho tributarias of the
Cigarwatore o went inbo the region i the summer of 1860 with
five other men. The I,dian objected tp his presence on the reservation
and varmed hhem to lesve. “ach time , 48 happen d the prospectors
turnecd baclk but they e¢ hanged thaeir cpu‘zrse as soon &8 the I, dians were
out of sight. Thoyw ere able to aluc']!le-the matives with the
aasistance of a llez Perce girl name{;: ﬂane wvhose services had been
gsecured them as 8 guide, Afler & fefx’v d}&?ys vandering the prospectars
camped in & mountain basin vhich w d',l”a aiXterwards named Yanal gulche
After supper a memper of the part;y,/w.b‘,, &issetta, in a casual Investie
gation of the s tream, made the discovef% which ushered in the new
era of placor nmininge / .

esvargeant Smith came oubt on s;/xowshoes_w\ith %600 in old gust

(in 1861) “he gold was shipped to Port;[La d end the excitement
c ot encade ‘-'5:; June thousands ¢f miners ':“.-‘erea camped on Opofino creek
and the itributary 8tre us. ""'v;b riining t;mms, Orof'ino ard Plerce "it‘y
wore bullte

Trafiic became heavy on o Columbia, gnd two new steamers were
bullt, at once in additicz'a‘ to thae Oolon;el Wpight which was then
running on the river. lewiston came inb existence located LYy
miners amnl the navigation company &s tht’ nos t convenient river

port and point of departure for the L?ﬂ‘ll_« pack trains.
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By fugust (1861) it was estimate: that 2,500 miners wer at the
diggings and that possibly 1t was 5,000 in the district, making
& living in othor wayse

it was the same sum er that pold was disca‘vered on the South Fork of
the Clearwater and ¥k City was started. In Yeptember the Salmon
river discoveries were mde which became known as the F;Iorence
mines,

‘he placers of Central Idaho jroducédd between #30,000,000 and $60,000,000
in golde They wc e exhausted soon after 1900, Quartz mining comrenced
about 1884,

~=Wuhwell, G.Il, and Patty, E\ll, The llagnesite Depusits of "ash,
Geological Survey Pulle tin Nd. 25, O1ympia, 19253 “uller, Yeorge
Es The IZland Eypire of the Pa¢ifid Il rthwest (correct title in

previ ous mentioned Fuller excerpt) (Vol, II)



Nez Perce,Minings,

Fuller,iiistory of the Northwest, Vols. III, 1926,

ee B/ the year 1861 the 0 anks of the Orofino creek were lined with

tle tents of thousands of iners. :y the end of t he s umer Orofino
was a metropolis of the minl'g region , well supplied with stores,
hotels ard an outstanding riumber of saloons aml gambling halls,
seslowlston wus the center of te towns of Orofino, ¥1k City, I"iorence
and Yarner Creek and it grew very rapidly, Within three montha there
were soveral streets more than a mnile long with muslin storers, hotels,

saloons and duwellingSees



) : Minininge. gou tes

early living corditions

In the mining regions of the Tland Empire at the ti e of the first
gold rush homes were built of frames covered with muslin. they were
windowless and the doors were frames made of small poles covered

with musline O such buildings was Lewiston canstructed in the mining
excitement immediatdy following the Urofino and Florence gold
discoveries. 4t night (he streets were lirhgted by tie lamps and
candles within the muslin t ents. It was customary for the sleeping
occupants to protect themselves against stray bulle.s with a barricade
of flouwr or sand sacks around the bed, Money was plentiful

in the mining toma and the first real cabins were mor luxurious

than the e of the early ploneers in Oregon, :’.ue miner's cabin wa of
logs roofed with shakes or dift. It was 10 by 12 feet in size.

Ther® were stores o movis ions. “pw=skin rugs were nalled to the
floars. Bunks were fixcd one g ove the other on the walls. ‘here were
b ooks and papers, mirrors am pictures,

'_‘he isolated miner usually hed b read, bacon, beans and coffee.

I, the toms , a greater wariety of.foodstu‘ffs couldbs bought and a
person able to pay wllc aid at tim.GS obtain egga and butter.

in summer there was fresh meat. Fish were plentiful j

for those who could spare the time f rom prexpecting toceatch them. Scurvy
was prevalent; so vegetables ad potatoqs wre much in demand,.

Pota toes were of ten packed on the men;sbacks through deep snow

far fifteen ar twenty miles in wh ter. 00 f’y the early sixties
food was impar ted frcm Ualifornia, the W llamette valley, Usah and
other States. :be improvident miner, finding his provisions

low,, was of ten made to pay tremendous winter prices far his
supplies festaurants aml hot 1ls sprand up rapidly in all the towns.

By the year 1861 the banks of the Orofino creek were lin.d with the

tents of thou ands of @ miners. B the end of the summer Orofino was



a metropolis of the mining region, well supplied with stores
hotels and an outs tand ing number of salooné ard gambling halls,
;ack trains came and wente “he Btrests resounaed to the brayings of
the mules and the sounds of carpentry and blacksmithing. Y1 lins
blayed in the sal ons as the people surged about the streets from one
resort to another. Voices of auctioneers shoubed onthe c orners.
Drunken men and tawdrily dressed women cample® d the usual mining
town scene,
Lewiston was the center for the t oms of Orofino, #1k “ity,
Elorence and “arner Creek aml it grew very rapidly. Within three
mon ths there ﬁrere s everal s treets morethan a mile long with
muslin stores, hotels, sal crs and dwellings. :he
importance of a pionee ' town was gauged by the number of plessure
resortse There was no re triction on the vending of 1liquor.
Familiarnames for whiskey in the frongier days were Tangle-leg,
Forty=-fod, Lighthing ard Tarantula -juice. The story is told of
a road house proprietor on the roal from ‘he Dalles to t he Canyon City
m Ines who wa dissatified with the prices chagged by the
‘ortland liquor dealers and decided to manufacture his own whisky.
Theformula used included alcohol, plug tobacco, strychmia and prune
juice. The first victim on whom the concoction was tried was a Jew peddéder
who carried his stare of merchandise on his b ack. “fter partaking
of the new drink he stole his own pack and hid it in the willows
along the stream.
It was ack owledged that a camp was not really worthy of the
nsme until it possessed a well filidd graveyard. idaho City was
WPorreputed to lead the otler camps in this respect. “xcessive
drinking was indulged in even by the more conservative people
in the communities., 'j“he invitation to a party frequently specified
whether it was an eight or ten galloncianoq. ‘he members of the

Philipsburg Piocneer #ssociation in Monana reserved in their resolutions
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the right to get ;'decently drunk" amd some of those who played import-

ant parts invigilante work later went to pieces through

a@iepa cdissipation. Fuller.. Yol ITI, 1928.



“Priest Rapids
n

Hydroelsctric

:he impar tance o water pesources of the Inland Eppire ..are
scarcely realized., The state of Washington ranks fim t of all
states i potential hydroelectric power lavingnearly 19 per
cent of t he total water power resources of the coun rye. ""‘he figures

hae recently been raised by the U.S. _eological survey consicerably

g
gbove previous estimates. ‘he immensity of Washington's
water resources is explained by the fact that twoe=thirds of
the land in the state is mountalnous, accommodating more than 500
glaciers with a natural storage system of timber and lakes. The
Colmubia river within the borders of Washington has 6,588,000
potential hors power. dpout six percent or 699,367 180 of
available hydroelec tric harsepower in the state has been developed
“he increase in t s demand for power amounts to about 50,000
h orse power annually.
f—‘he ideal natural storage basin in the s tate is Lake Chalan. ‘he
Ch-lan power site was sold by the Great Northern Railway to the
Washington Power campany in 1925 and tke first unit of a
1209094 128,800 horsepower development was campleted in
1927. The “halen river drop 1ld8d¥dé 415 feet in thefouwr miles
from the lake to the “olumbia. The dam is a 1ittle below the lake and
a fourteen foot tunnel was bored through t he rock 10,694 f et with a g
gradient of 3,14 feet per 1,000, |
‘he topography of Washington f avors the economical transprtation of
ebectric power and two 110,000 volt transmission lines ¢ ross the
Cascades . Generators on the Spokane river already operatd in
cannection with powe plants ont hs sound....“he western rivers
are at flood in the winter with the exception of the Skagit while
the Skagit and the ;olumbia have t60 their mximumflow later in the



s6asS0ne
The Yeneral g!:bectric company lssued a statement in 1923

that itwas interested in the development of the Priest rapids
power site on the L"o].umbia where the r iver drops 90 feet in
ten miles and there 1s a potential hydroelec tric capacity of 700,000
horse power. # dam ninety feet high and two miles long hasb een
planned to cost ¥28,000,000., The aggregate cost of the enterprise
willbe ¥100,000,000 which includesiaying out & town-site andb uilding
several industriasl plants. fha Priesd rapids dam would put 100,000
acres in the C(‘é,lumbia valley under irrigation. :he organization
formed to handle the enterprise is the “ashingtam IpOQ
lrrigation and “evelopment company.

oo .Fuller, Histary of Inland Empire, 1926,



desperadoa 8e..dance halls

.. ‘roups of players journeged from town to town. # picture of a
performance at Yalia Walla is preserved b a newspaper
correspondent. Mps., Ieighton and a troup presented a play, Naval
Enagements; to what was called by the writer the  highly marine
population of Walla ¥"alla," Between acts the aud i:;nce adjouwrned to
th bar and ®pt up a fearful racket of yells, whistles and stamping
of feet.

‘he hurdy-gurdies or d ancehalls were well patronizdd by the
miners. #s in the case of most public resorts theyw ere often
thescenes of drunkeness and violenw abut they were n ot houses of
prostitutione. Yne & the is described as follows:

At one end of a long hall, a well stocked bar andmonte bank 1n
full blast; at the other, a platform a which were t hree musiclans
Adter each dance there was a drink at the bar. ‘he house was open f rom
9 pem. until daylight. “veryOho@ dance was "1 , half to the women
and alf to the proprietor. PODEAdOGRJI @dedd Pyblicly, decorum was
mreserved and to the many miners who had not seen a feminine face
f or six momths the e poor women repre sented vaguely something af
the tenderness and sacredness of the ir sex. (Richardson, Peyond
the “ississippi.) 4 large proportion of the womsn were German and were
usually en @ ged by the yroprietors of social resorts in sets of
fours-~with a chaperone. #t the expiration of their contracts
most of them ma ried men whose acquaintance they headmade at

t e dance mlls and they a re purted to havemade good wives and

mo thers.(McConnell, W.J. Early “istory of Idaho, Caldwell, 1913,

:he imrioral women formed another class and houses of prostitution
were plentifulwhes» women paraded the streets in gorgeous raifment

and small companie of them were of ten to mmet on the trails dress d

in men's clothing and wearh g revolvers strapped totheirwists



No trails were too steep for them if a 1086 rich camp lay at the end,

4g Wglla Yalla was the largest town in eastern “ashington it was
the goal of the criminal class wip always flock to mining regions.
1:he unmiesirables of 18B1l=62 were in many cases fugitives
from justice in other localities

":arty f eling ran high at t!® time.'he was wa: a sore point
wi-th every one and murder was frequehtly the result of political
p assion. “mong the more conspicious law=breakers of the time was
Cherokee Bob, a native of Lieorgia. I, 186162 the fort was

Yalifornia volunteers. Theyweremen of good families

garrisoned with

and generally of indepndent means, who had enlisted for pabriotic

reasons and little expected tobe s ta ioned at a northwest fort.

“herokee “ b hated these young "nirelingso of Abe Lincoln as he

called them and never faile: to af fer insulting remarks

when he came within hea ing. :_he fact that t ey always appeared in

groups armed with regulatbnrevolvers prevented him from wreaking

his vengeance on them in the sreet. Vo he devidsed a plan for “"getting

the soldiers; on the night of a thea rical performence. Hearra nied

with a Secessionist Deputy Sheriff, who acted as peac: of ficer

at the show, to inte 'fere during thefirst noisy applause. £t the

appointed time ths sheriff leaped f rom his chair ard yelled an insult at

a group of soldiers fran thfort. ;his brought the desired result.

4 young soldier asked why do you single us out, when there are

o thers who are more bo;.sterous?" The sheriff selzed the soldier

nearest him and Q_Q(D callee upon his confderats to help him make an

arrest. The soldiers resisted and Cherokee with revolver and bowie

knife began his work, ‘henCherokee and his gang had fled, two of the

soldiers lay dead aon the fl or amd others were brutally mangled.
“herokee fled to Lewiston on a stolen horse. He organized a band

of cut-throsts with his own saloon as- their rendezvous. He later moved



to Florence with a woman he had won in agambling game from a
no torious murderer. e determined that his mistress should go to a
ball in the town. “he went with a man named Will.oughby,who was instructed
to report if there was any trouble. The women presenty made it
plain that t hey or the outcast would lmve to leave and the
managing committee expelled te® pair. “lsrokee and “"illoughby armed theme
selves to the teeth and set out the next day to punish the
c mmit-ee, The committee was evidently well prepar d for both
outlawy were killed iIn the exchange of shots,
In t® spring of 1861 Henry Plummer came to Lewiston and s et
up as a gambler. ® tand of criminals soon gathered around h ,whaun he
organized under iron-clad rules administersd by a commitiee of which
s was chairman. He was not suspected of being anything more dangerous
than a sharper as he dressed and ebehaved like a quite sort of
business mane “‘e built two road-houses of éshebangs; one on the f‘ewiston
fig)1a-Walla trail and the other between Lewiston and Orofino. :l-e'y werse
managed by his henchmen and were headquarters for various forms of
lawlessness. Minems who were outfitting in Lewiston were watched by
members of Plummer's gang. “ccurate descriptions of their
animals and saddles were taken. B11ls of sale were then made
outacco ding to the descriptions giving title to the animals under
an earlier date, to thekceper of one of the "shebangs." 4 fast
courier carried the bill of sale to t b man in whose name it was
drawne It was then an easy matter for the criminals to dispossess
the traveler of his animalsa t the point of a gun while he was being
®havdagd shown th bill of sale, ©* e:istance meant death amd burial
in a private cemstery.
Ihe murder of a ®oman named Hildebrandt resulted AV at last in
measures to protect the people ageinst outlawry. Hildebrandt ran
an orderly saloon in his muslin tent house. He was well liked.

de was known to possess a quantity of gold dust and the Plumher gant
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toolr steps togt it. Yne night while Hildebrandt was sleeping
the door was torn from its hinges ami a volley of revolver shots was
fired into his bed. ‘wo friemis of Hildebrandt escaped
withthe treasure and the disappointed murders retired through a
crowd of citizens vvoicing threats @8 they went. No one dared to
attempt anarrest. But the c itizens met m thef ollowing day
to make plans of protectlon. Plunmer unsuspected of being the
institator of this arany other crime attendedthe meeting and
spoke eloquently for cmservative actime.f was largely due to hls
influence that no organization was formed at the time. “n honest saloon
kesper named j":ord. denounc ed tie citizens present at the meeting as

c owards. later Plumeerand two others, went Hunting for Ford and
descended upon a saloon in Orifino which he owned. “hen Ford appeared
t hey demolished the furnishing but h® had the drop 6n them,
drove them from the saloon amd ordered them ait o towm. :hey rode to
a feed yard and F,rd followed and demanded thy they had not left. f'he
answer was & shot and In th fight Ford was killed. _

Pilumeer then shif ted his he edquarters to ;lorence and with a new
gang continued his reobberies , his activities extending to Elk City
and Deer Lodge. “ith the help of sporting and outlaw classes
he was celected sheriff in 1863 for all the camps east of the Bitter
pootse. fhe series o atrocities which he perpetrated while in
office ;finally re sulted in a vibgilance cammittee at whose hands he
and a dozen of his partnersmet their deathe

In October, 1863, a robherywas committee on the road from
I'x:orenc:e to Lewiston and anotler a few days later when two brothers,
Joseph anc John j:’erry were robbed on the same trail. ‘hey recognized
two of the robbers as “ave Ynglish and "illiam Yeeblesamd it was
learned thet the thi was Nelsm Scott. W en the Berrys reached
Lewiston the citizens took it upon themselves to run down tls eriminals.,

Plumeer was no longer there to dissuade them f rom violence. Feebles



5
Peebles was captured in Walla “alla, *nglish at Wallula ani Scott
on Pry Creek., The robbers were astonished at the interest shown in
their capture and had fully expected to escape. Meanwhile a citizens
commit tee had been argnized in Lewlston and all susplcious characters
were ordered tom brought in for trial. The result was a sudden
exodus of undesirables, the town was 1In a fever of excltement, every=
body wore a revolver and business wassuspended. ‘he trio were placed
under guard for the 0R night but the first person whoarrived at the
building in the morning found that the culprits had been hanged and
that ths guard had disappeared.
In the same year Lloyd Magruder was packing supplies from
Lewiston to c amps on t he Clearwater and “almon rivers. “‘e was
well known and a0 had many friemnds., One of these was Hill Beachy,
owner o the town's largest hotel, I" #ugust Magruder started over the trail
to Virginia :ity on a journey of almat 300 miles +®out tend ays
later anotier party set out for virginia City, caught up with Magruder
and helped him t e rest of the v;y tith his sixty @t mule pack train
i n exchang far their bord. At the destinatl on most of the second par ty
scattered but three bad men who ha d purposely followed Magruder
remained with him in 'irginia “ity and assisted him in disposing
ofhis cargo. He engaged the three crimimls ani three other men for
the return journey amd s tarted back with @ out *fao,ooo in gold dugtHalf
half way to Lewiston Ma{;ruder am two of his men were mirdered and the
bod les were dropped overa bluff, Five of the mbest mules wer
selected and the rest were ikilled in adeep canyon. Ilhe

cam p equipment was burned., The man whose life had been spared was a

H

trapper. “e was compelled tox compnay the m urderers who quietly

entered ILewiston, disposed of their mules and took the stage to

iglla Yalla,

Beachy noted the shortness of their stay and feeling sure that

something wa:. wrong camplained to an officer. 1‘“49.gruxt3.er-'s mules
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we e identified and _beachy set out in pursuit of the crin m ls.te
anticipa ted their arrival in “an ‘t:'rancis cowith a wire to the police
and when :"eachyar'rived the murderers were behind the bars. The gold
dust was traced to the mint, and the prismers were
taken back to Lewiston. Theyarrived there on the day whenthe first
legislative a ssembly of the %erritory of Ida o convened. The arganic act
croating the werritors; hal failed to ppdvide that t he previous

territorial lawsshould remain fn force amd Idaho had no civil or

crminal law. "hile the murderers of Magruder awaited trial the
lagislature hastlly passed an act adopting t e common law of

England. ‘he three men were convicted of mirder in thefirst degree

and were duly executed...fuller, History of N rthwest. 1928,





