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Citations of published material of possiblc pertinent interest.,

B

Theae are from various ennual reports Board of Indian

Comuiss ioners. Thesé aré not to be confused w th the more common

and easily available Report of ths Lomnissioner of indlen Affairs

for which one was published annually,
The Board reports sre amaller books, runiing one-fourth to one-fifth
as large as the common annual reports, conteln in a few ocases
parts as published in the larger books end more frequently material
that i1s not published in the ennual reports,
I hawe some 10 on hand. In random scanning, I f£ind the following:
From 2th annual report of the Soard of Indien Gom:issionars for
yesr 1876, wash, 1877, Yhree color map facing p. 42 showing:

freaty of 1855; Nez Perce Reservstion

Nez Berce Reservation under
Under Tresty of 1885; Wallowa valley Demanded by Young Josdph.

Ibid: Council at Lppwal Agency, Nov 8,1876, pp. 51-65--(p.56) George
Waters sub chief at Kamlanh {At this council George Waters, a full blooded
Klickitet Indian, later-day Yakims chief (head) and sn ordained
minister, appsrently represents himself a&s a Nez Perce. This, and
subseusnt references will bear out the trend of assimilation by
tribes, Yakima and Neg Paroce.

P, 58-59 Joseph--~"The country was made w ithout demarkation and
it is no mania business to divide it.' [This 1s a fundemental of
the Indian rel igion, which vas applicable at the Celilo fishery and
other fisheries along the Colnmbia , but pérhaps not been taken into
fullest evaluation. It was the fundamental belief that the earth and
its me&x food roots, fish and animals were provided :free for the taking“
to be shared by everyone. This right to take fish from the Columbia ;

was extended to all visitors to Celllo --no one went away hungry.

But in yeaws, ms the old religion passed into decay, and with the
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9ent of commercialization, this ce.sed to be-looked upon as @&
'Lfeligicua-fundamental anc at‘tamptwy:ere made, and successfully carried
out, to hold choice flshing locet ions , Hence, those wo were formerly
guests, begat descendents who continued to resort to fisheries but
came to look upon them as “real': possessions, ]

P« 59, 81xth “ay of Council, Nov. 14,1876--(commissioncr)em-
We will ask the President to provide for t he Nez Perce, including Joseph's
band, fishing and hunting grounds in addition to their homes.,."

P. 61 (Gommissioner Jerome)"...We also # 11 endesvor to furnish you
hunting and fishinz grounds..."

p. 62 (General Howard)....Then steps will be taken to secure to them

fishing grounds,,, .n

Pe 62 (Youn: Jose;h, 13th graph)¥... I see no plsce but the “allowa
Valley, It is my home, Everything grows there In the earth. I do not think
8o much of the fish,,,"

P. 6&--(Joseph 10th graph"...I love my land and do not wish snother,”

Pe 64...General Howard esked J seph if he lived in the "allowa Valley
the entire yeer. Joseph said:"There is much snow there in s evers

weather. "e go to Imnaha. *here 1s good hunting there.”

(It would appear that the complete treaty counsil report as made
to dashington, would include material conceraing fishing provisions.
It would s pear thet this would be 8ignificent inesmuch as it
1s not 1Indicsted herein (in the council report as published in
the ennual report) that reference is made to the Gelilo fishery, But

there are two references to provision tobe mede Bor fis hing)
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SIXTH Annual eport f_3oard of Indlan Gémissio:mwsJ 1874--=
pp. 51-52-Lapwai, %aixs Letter J,B. Monteith ~.,. they must be prevented
from going to the buffalo country every year...a greal many Indians
live outside the reserve.s.duringthe summer they roam &ll over the
country, hunt and fish smd when winter comes settle down on some stresm of
water and live in idleness...the guickest and surest way to make the
able bodied men work 1s to devise some means whereby they can be made to
give up their nomadic habits, and this cannot be done as long as

they are suffered to live thirty to seventy-five miles (underlines

inserted) from the boundaries of their reserve.

Comment A specific refer nce 1s msie to preventing the Neg
Perce from zoing to the buffalo country esch yeer, to prevent contact
with intoticants and othsr evil influences, A spesific reference is made
to them roeming sll owr the country hunting end fishing, and then
it 19 qualified by stating"as long as they are suffered to live thirty
to seventy-five miles from the boupdaries of their re erve.s." in
connection with nomadic habits, This distence certainly would not
put them at the Celilo fisheryl

FOURTH Ann al Report Board of Ipdien Yomnissioners, 1878 .

pPp. 175-177 contains correspondence of Oregon Conference Hethodist
Episcopal Church , on Condition of -erdians, relative to the Rev.
George Wgters, missionary workingamong Wez Perces P. 177 contains

Yak: Ima

gocomnt of Fourth of July Oelebration at Fort Simcoe on the
Reservation, showing intercourse of Nez Perce with Yokimas"”...orations..
trenslated into Klickitat by Thomas Peerne and t hen into Neg Pearce

by Yaniel...Bt 10 o'clock the people were again addressed by the
presiding elder at the d ose of which Yharley, a Kllckitat , end
soplnie, a Nez Perce, were united in marriage.(excerpts froa letter

of the Rev., H.,H, Hines,)
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pps 181-182--Letter fram the “ev. C.A. Huntington (p. 182)"...
during my stay...the fndlans held thelr annual cam meetinges.
the Interest of tﬁis meeting was inoreased by the presence of gev. fr,
Spaulding, long a missionary smong the Nez Perce, ?1mothy , & venerable
Indian of that tribe with some thirty or forty others of his people
accompanied him. fhis camp meeting was a sort of cort lnuation of a protracted
meeldwg held 2 1ittle while before among the Nez Ferce, which was attended
by a delegation from the kaimaﬁstion led by thenative preachersy Thomas
Pearcne, “eorze "aters, a companied by their head chief Joe stwire, and
s numerous company of thelr brethren. fhis Christian communication
of excellent results ... on the 4th of July some 500 of the Christian
+ndlans assembled for a celebration.

[Comment: These letters without doubt refer to the same gathering.
Here 1t apm a8 that intercourse wass for the purpose of religlous
worsh!p, that the Ngz Perce were on the yekims Rg.epvation at the time
of the fish run and not at the Yelilo fishery , end that they were
brought to the Yakima "eservation and the Yakima country by the
religionist the Rev, Spaulding, a noted worker among the Nez Perce.

Bore again the Hev, ueorge %aters returns to his own people . In
other words, one time he is & Nez Perce and the next a Yakima,

He was in fact a brother or half brother of kwmxRax. Stwire

or Chief Wnite Swan, en earllier chief of the Yakimas. George

Waters was converted by the Rev, James H, Wilbur, the Yakima
Methodlist agent, in 1865 and was ordained s minister in 1871 by
Bishop Jayne of Portland. He was born 1in Klemath “Younty Oregon, shd was
famous for his “ocurth of July Orations. In 1895 he went to the Neg
Perce rese vation and bullt & church at the mouth of the Sweet ater
River, He was elscted Nlead chief of the Yakimss In 1910 aad held that
position until his de th 1n 1923, ﬁere, 1t seems, is an example where

thee from the Yakima Reservation, perhaps elizible for enrcllment as
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gakimaa, went to the Nez ferce reséramien.and In cases preferred to

remain there, perhaps through marit ial cflnactions or othserwise,

It again raises the point: The Celilo fishery was distinctly and has been
re cognized &8s a tribal asset, Hence 1t woull not be subject to “trensfer
of an iwdividual tight to another tribe . In other words, the m;n {
in question, to sscure his claim to a share of the Celilofishery, should

have "stald put" with his tribe.]

Rote

These vols, from which citations are made, 1f not essily availgble
and shotild they Be desired for photostatic purposes, can be provided
thraigh the expedience of mailing to you.



Yakima reservation

Seventh Annual Kepart “card of Indien commissioners, 1875

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge a letter f rom Hon. Clinton B.

Fisk, chairman of the above mentioned board, dated “"ashingtm, D.C.,
fdugust 1, 1875 requesting information relative to a military f arce
statimed upon or in tie vicinity of the Yakima Indianr eservation.,

Wehave no military force nearer than one hundred and foftymiles
and have not had In sixteen years.

their pre sence is regarded by the better class of Indians as déstru-
ctive to morality , good order ami brogress in civilization., Judging fnom
the effect prodiced when t is agency was tunned over to s military

o' ficer for eighteen months (at the time when all theagencises were
manned with military officers) it would be descturtive to everything
like industry, mbRao morelity armd civilization. :

This agency suffered a loss of at least ¥40,000 during said months.
Drinking and ‘drunkenness, gambling and debauclring the I dian women became
the common order. %Wite a number of thebetter class of Indians left
the agency and did n¢ return until there was a change of administration.

An Indian police force far t he enforcement of law and order, arrest
of criminals and the prevention of incursioms of evil-disposed persas
would be safe ard would supersede to a great extend the necessity of
any military force. I am persuaded Ic an take & police force of Indians
say ten men, and arrest and deliver over any renegeage Indiars or whites
of this or the surrounding agencies with am ere no:ﬁir:al exXpense..
(Letter from James H. Wilbur, United States Indiansggent,
Washirg ton “erritory.)



Yakima reservation--James H, W,lbur,
Report of the Poard of Indian Commissioners SOrL8T.S'%

Sir: Your request for a concise statement of r esults in respect to
the I,dians under my charge, showing what progress has been made, is
Just received and I hasten to reply.

l-Education-Two hundred and fifty have been instructed to read and
write and most of t hg number have some knowledge of a0® arithmetic ami
goeograp'y ard ae sble to do business understandingly.

2=I dustry--Yhen I began with them there was not me acre of ground

cultivated; they lived on roots andfish. Now they have ten thousand
acres fenced and , I think, fouwr thousand in ailtivation. 'Lhirty
#ousand bushels of grain have been raised the past year, sufficient
to sunsist the nation. We issue nothing except tothe sick and blind.

3=-Adoption of the cos tume and habits of eivi.ized life--The populati on
18 35,500. I think three fouwths of that number adopt the habits and
costume of civilized life,
4-Pisposition of I4iians Bad families to occupy and cmltivate
separate tracts of land for permanent hames. --%11 the land
cultiwted by individwmls andfamilies is in severalty.
5~The cultivation of r®3friendly relations with surrounding white
86008 neighbors--lhere has never been any disturbance with the whites
since thetreaty in 1855,

6="hat if any progress has been male toward the dis;continuance of
tribal rela tions aml preparatims far the vrivilegesa mdresponsibilitiesp
of citizens? Theirland has been surveyed ard they have settled wpon
it3 building permenent fences, good houses and barns; have teams,
ho.rses, wagons , harness,plows and all kinds of tools to tecome thrifty
fapmers. There are five hundred members of the church, good edifi es and

the children that have been e ducated are capable mechanics in the

different departments of business. 4t the expiration of the weaty the
Irdians of this agency will be self-supporting. (Letter: James H. Wilbur)



