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e..Columbus brosght the f irst cattle to 4merica in 1495 on his secord
voyage. Some of these were taken to Yera Cruzliexico, wiere they rapidly
multipliede...and gave rise tothe stock which later became known as the
Texas Longhorn.

«.ThePpanish in 1525 made a good start in the stock industry. Horses,
cattle anml sheep were found ing oodly numbers in Cuba, Fworida arnd Mexico.
"hen Cornnado began exploring the Mexican country he took with him 1,000
horses, 50U cattle and 5,000 sheep. Mexico being an ideal cattle country,
the herds multiplied rapidly and , by 1598, hhey hal drifted as far north
as the i o “rande. Continmuas grazimng began about 1700,..

Lewis and “larke estimated 7,000 ponies of the Spanish type among
the Shoshone Indians of Idaho.

Yrom 1870 to 1885 'f'exas was & haven for cattle. In 1871, 600,000 h
were driven northward tothe r ailroad. Dy 1885 morse than 5,000,000 héad
hau teen d riven to the northermmarkets. Thesec herds were handled by the
“panish system of husbandry which wa: the practice of rearing cattle
in large droves without fences, corrals or feed. +.From 1891 to 1894
~bout 260,000 head of eattle perished in #rizona alonef rom cold and
@xp OSure,

ceelt i8 hard to owr-emphasize the importance of thecattle business in
the west. When the Civil “ar ended and the soldgers wandered home after
dppomattox the Laone Starhstate boa ted of 3,500,000 cattle. During the
conflict the Southern Armies neededmeat and needed it badly but the
Union f'orces closcd the dates from the Confederacy by ane ffectine
blockade. In the North the cattle industry prsspered as the H.rthern
armies of fered a large and stsady outlet for all salable

stock amd the prices rosc until steak sold for forty cents a pound.



After the “ar the westward migration continued. *he Yreat “merican
Desert,formerly considered a barrier, was occupied by the commen and
‘became pasture for t heir herds. *he Texas stockraiser began driving
his herds northward to avail himself o the high price. The Lexas
'sea 1ionsh stretched their long recks fa a thousand miles into the
na them grasslands. With them cane the habits and customs of the cattlemen
and, tono small degree, chan:es in the charascters of millions of settlers
on this new frontier,

“4rst Cattle in “ashington territary.

Just when the first @mttle made the ir appearance in %ashing ton
Territay is questimeb le. Several authorities glve as many answers,.
In the light of all the fats it is safe to say that during the time
the Spanish gove rnment held Nootka “ound the first fattle were brought into
the Pacifig Northwest.:hese were broughteither from Mexico mr CUalifornia
and were very d ark in color.
“heep nade their appearance atout the same time, in 1789. T ree years
later the Spanish established a settlement at leah Bay, which they called
Nunez Yaona. ‘o this place Fidalgo brought eight head of cattle and a few
hogs,sheep and goats. this is thought tob e thefirst cattle to reach
Washington territory.

Sae years later cattle were shipped fromthe Sardwich islands to “ash-
ington ter itory. ‘he sea-going crafts in those days were not egquipped
for livestock transportation. the animals were lgced on the top
deck and in a heavy storm many were washed overboad.,

In 1811 a shipment of cattle fromthe Sandwich Isiands bound for
Washington ferritory met with this fate,

The steamer, Isaac Todd, came into tie Columbia river in fdpril, 1814,
bringing two young bulls and two heifers from Californis. © few ye ars
later Peter Carney , traveling through the VYest, described the

Fort George Settlement as boasting of twelve head of cattle end numerous



pigs and goats imported from Valifornia.

Litile attention was given to cattle-raising prior to tis coming of
Yr, Heclaughlin into the Northwest. In 1825 the herd at Fort 'ancouver
nub ered 27 head. Mclaughlinwas verysaving on the c.attle, allowing only
one bull to be killed each year for renn et with which to make cheese,

The first animal was slaughtered for beef in 1836.

TheHl:dso_n Bay company refused tosell cattle tothe settlers as the
capany desired the increas . IM thee early days Dr. McLaughlin was
offered two hundred dollars a head for cattle. J°earin,g,- t hat these high
mies of stock would reta d settlement and work a hardship on those 1e.ss
able to buy, the Hudson “ay capany, in order to strengthen its claims
in the west, offered tot he he ad of each family fif teen cows, fifteen ewss
and horses sufficint to @rry on farm work.

“s early a s 1826 cattle made their appearance in the Okanogan valley
and ebout this time the settlers in the Colville wlley betan to be ins%
terested in livestock. This date also marks the beginning of the béef in=
dustry in Stevens county aml in the Inland hmpire. Three young cows
taken to the Colville wvalley in 1836, increased to 55 head in 1837
In 1841 the C lville herd numoered 196 head of fine cattle.

The Hudson “ay company in 1829 contracted for a smallherd of twenty
nine head fro the ‘ussian Settlement at fort Ross, Calif. and drove it over
the trdl to Forst vancouwar, t us incregsing the numner atthe fort to sev=-
eral hundred heaci; this herd was transferred to Fort Nimqually in 1833
It is belieevec'l that from this place the Ipdians of the Yakima valley
secured their stocke In 1834mare cattle appeared in the Okanogan and “olville
valleys.

Fort Vancouver at t his period numbered about 700 inhabitants
and there were not cattle enough to go around and supply th e needs
of the community. Mr. Jason Lee recognizing that livestock were
fundamental in the life of the missionb rought about the orgaization

of a joint stock company to raise money to send to California for



This was thegenesis of the Willamette Cattle company. The whole

gmount raised amounted to $2,700. Mr. “be invested {400, Ur,

licLoughlin invested $900 for the Hydson Bay can pany, and Lieutenant %“.4,
®lacum imvested $500, Preparations were hurriedly made ard Ewing Young was
sent to com and theship, Lariot, which 9646h@ “1acum loaned to the
capany to make the trip. Edwards and othe:s accompanied Young and in due
timethe Lariot anchored in ®an Francisco Paye, In California, Young and
Edeards byought eight hundx;ed Spanish cattle at three dollars apiece
and succeeded in driving 650 head six hundred miles back to the Colu bia,
losing the rest on the waye Mr. A.J. Splawn said the drive lasted 120
days with plenty of trouble and lardships on theway.

Mr. Zdwards kept a diary for most of the trip but it was never finished. It
ermed in the midst of a night fight with Indians who were destermined %o
steal the cattle. I his herd of stock was divided among the company at
$7.67 a head,

In 1838 the Hudson bay company drove a large herd from California
to tke Fort at Vancouver Which they sold to the settlers and traded to
the Indians whowere very eager to obtain stock. The same year Dr. lMc-
Laughlin ar ganized the Puget Sound agricultural company to t ake over the
stock raising business which had increased be yond the control of the fur
company.e

‘he herds increased rapidly. I, 1846 the “ompany possessed 3,100
head of cattle, 350 head of horses, 5,300 sheep and on the Cowlitz
Valley famm there were 800 cattle , 1,000 sheep and 120 horses. Dr.
lTalmie testities that in 1852 the canpany could count 6,777 head of
cattle. 'he next few years tke lerds wer: grea ly diminished a: theywere
allowed to range freely over the country and the settlers killed them a$
their discretioe -

Varbous authors give conflicting figure: as to the number of cattle
owned by the empany in thse early vears, I,., 1841 somp authorities place

the numoer at 12,000 head; others cla imtherewere but 6,000. It is safe
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to say that by 1841 there were 10,000 head of cattle in the campany's
care which were priced at %1lO eache

"‘ivelyears after Young ardbdwardsmade tieir famous drive from
Californiae..a little group of Apericans conw ived the idea of building a
schooner, sal 1ing her to'ual ifornia and e xchanging her for 1li estock.

he schooner was built by felix Hathaway, Joseph “ale and Ralph
Kilbourne, In duve ti e she was ready but “r. Mclaughlinrefused tosell the
necessary e quipment wush as sails, ropes etc., However Lt. Wilkes soon
persuaded the sdoctar to sell the material, Wilkes being held fresponsible
for the bills, ~ale wa: the only sailor in the griup andéle ran the Star of
Oregon, the first sea-going boat built of UYregon timber, (out across the
bar and headed for San ¥rancisca On one occasion he held the pilot wheel
thir ty-six continuous hoursl In five days he dashed across the portals
of the Golden Gate ldke anarrow, September 17, 1842, “he party wintered
in California and sold the sh p for 350 cows. "he next spring tuey drove
1,250 head of cattle, 600 head of mules and horses and 5,000 sheep to
the Columbia river. *hus “mericans were la ing claim to the Northwest.

Not only the ¥White men but also tle Indians of Eastern "ashington
were very zealous in their qwst for mttle. If there were no
possibilities to steal stock they were willing to resort to trading
for the needed animmls. In 1884 an expedition of Cayuse, Yalla
Walla and Spokane Indlans went to Yalifornia totrade horses end fur for
cattle. rouble arose and the Indians returned without the d esired stock
ht t his attempt on their part shows an eagerness of the Indians in the
Columbia r iver region to own cattle, ;

‘he bredd of stock obtained at this timewas the Spanish longhorns
called By the Texas "sea _lions” by the cowboys east o the

Hockies a s they presented an imposing picture.



Chapter II
Epb and ‘rough
It goes without saying that no one is sure just whencattle were
bntroduced into eastern Washington to become "part and parcel® of the
country . Jason *ee brought a few frarn across the plains to VWallula, the
present Walla "alla, in 1834 (Splawn, Kamikkin)

‘hess cattle which were drivenacross the plains were a boon to the
travellers. Oxen fumished themotor power which dragged ths long,
cumbersome immigrant trains across the continent to Oregon amd “ashington.
The cows fhat were driven w ith the train furnished the members withmuch
nesded milk, especially forthe children and meat when t here was a scarcity
of game.

“"hen Dr. Marcus “hitmanarrived in the Walla Walla valiey in 1836 he brbutt
a few cattle. *his amall herd was probably stolen by the Indians because
.in 1838 Mrs. Yhitman, in a letter to her family in Yew England, s aid

t at they had just pwchased ten head of cayuses fram the Indians far
mat. ®he told the family that horsemeat was good and very nutritious.

In 1888 the first cow to be used for beef was slaughtercd at Forg
iglla Yalla by the Hydson Pay company. Yhis animal was reported toone
27 years oldand toothless. Fart of the beef was sent tdirs. Whitman
who lived thirty miles f rom the fort. by 1841 no more hor se meat was
used as cattlehad becane quite commone

Pettler s from the fast who first passed t lrough the Walla ¥alla
valley did not fancy thedamp, wet @waather of the Willamette country
ard returned with their stock to the bunchgrass hills of Yalla ¥alla,.
4fter the "h itman Massacre and the Indian Massacre of 1856 the settlers
were forced toleave their stock aid nerds at the_ mercy of the Indians until
peace was recognized samne time later.

‘he Walla Walla Statesman estimated that ther werc 200,000 head in
the valley in 1855=56 . ‘hese vattle were worth about ome dollar per

head. With tle return of Bace vast numers of settlers flocked into



the valley and the stock business flourished.

Kamiakin ,the great Indian chie f of the Yakimas went to Fort
Vancouver to trade for cattle abat 1840. This is said to be the first
herd to fatten on he grasses of the Yakima valley. He was very enthus-
iastic about collect.ing stock. e purchased cattle f rom the emigrants and
traded hwses for cattle with the first whites in the Grand *fonde valley and
he traded horses for cttle with the whites at “he Yalles. Other
Indian chiefs followed his example,

Chier Owhi of the Kittitas tribe purchasec cattle from the same company
at Fort Nisqually, driving them over the NahUcheez pass. Talth-scosum,
chief of the Kawah-chinz, traded horses for cattle with the Huydson “ay
company and drowe them to his range at Rock Islandb elow Yenatchee. Other
Indians obtairedstock in this way and s oon large herds r camed the
grassy hillsides of the Yakima Valley ard beef became one of the food
suppliss of the tribes,.

:urjng the Indian wars of 1855-56 the military forces coralled iarge
numbers of these cattle ad uscd them for food; also, the Indians being on
the varpath, lived principally on beef,thus greatly reducing the
lerds. |

‘n 1854 Father landosy wrote from St Joseph;s Mission to Yather Mesplil
at The Dalles, "A chief from the Upper Nez Perce killed thirty seven head

of catile fa a feast to unite the hearts of the Indians for war against
the Amsricans. |

The cattle numbers increased with the settlers. Most of the early
arrivals in tle Yakima valley went into the s tock raising business. I, 1850
thousams of cttle were driven across the plains to the Oregon and
fiashington coun ry. At this time DI‘OOkS, Bumsford and I\.T;ble began
running stock at "aiilatpu, while Chase and V¥cKay began in Umatilla in
1851 . T.M, Thorpe owned thefirst herd of cattle driven into tk Yaki a
valley for the purpose of grazing. Later Hobel “axm drove asherd to the

Moxee valley forte same purpose. ligxt came Mr. Snipes with large herds
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from “he Dall_es to fatten on the Yakima hills. c_}'losely following his
oxample came Jefferies and liyrphy with large herds. éy the fall Bf 1860
some 2,000 head grazed in the valley.

he census of Oregm aml “ashington in 1860 numbered 64,059 inhabitants
and the totals for cattle were milch cows 63,106; oxen 10,203, other cattle
109,073, all amounting to 182,382. l‘?his is a ratio ofabout thr ehead of
cattle to each inhabitante.

The Palouse country was & #lecca for the stockraiser with bunchgrass -~
reaching to a horse's b elly. In the 1860's a f ev adventurous stockmen
droe treirlterds into the country ad jacent to bpo}:ane. First came John:
Bonlin with his wif e and children (10 children) soon af ter came
Irby, the Walter Brothers, R.M. Bacon and John ®nos. J.G. Kethroc and
1:’arny established a stock ranch at ‘‘eardan and c ontracted to supply the army

pst at Spokane withb cef. :‘he presence of the troops stimulated immigratim
by sﬁstaining thetimid and by offering an outlet for a market of stocke

The Northern Pacific' railroad was built to Dgvenport in 1889 thus bringing
in a wWaes& o8 ettlers

In #dams county George Lucas, & prominent cattleman, gpthered a number
of his fellow citizens toggether who were engaged in the same
busire ss and all of themdressed in Indian garb appeared on the high
hills in a hostile manner to frighten the scatter d settlers out of
thecountry . '*he settlers had come to s tay and at once began firing at
the supposed Indiam who ran for shelter.

The Palouse ¢adians were expert cattle thieves and under Chief
Tilcoax, ran of f several head in charge of the army near Colville. “hen
Lieutenant Harvie drove 250 head fran The Valles to Fort “Yalla Walla in
1858 he was escorted by 15 dragoonsam later was Beinforced Dy ol
Wpight to prevent the loss of cattle to the Indianse.

The first Great Reverse

In 1861 things began tohum across the border. Gold and plenty of

it, was discover d in the Cariboo district in British Columbiase



‘housands of miners swarmsd in tle valleys panning md sluicing
the rich smds. These miners had to eat Bnd beef was scarce. ‘he
Washington stockmen, sensing this rare oppor tunity, began driving livestock
to the placer grounds toms et the needs of the goldmen. I,, 1861 John Thorpe
am Jack “plawn drove aierd of cattle fro Yakima to the Cariboof mines,
a distance of 800 miles. On the way the local Indians throuh wha e
country the party pacsed,took their share of the stock. A4t the SPritish Col-
umbia border, the govermment exacted two dollars per head duty to enter
the country. Thorpe and Splawn drove hard and long ami in due time |
arrived at the mines with 150 head which they sold for ¥20,000, They were
not the first inthe field, however, for during the jo rney the party met
other herds baind far the same destination, Ihus, & lucrative business
beganwhich continued for anunber of years and tided the Washington
settlers over a period of serious financial s tress.

Whiltehe cattlebusiness was flourishing Pen Snipes, Barton and #jlen,
Dr. “aker, Thorpe, Splawn,Murphy am & number of lesser lights went into
the busine ss with a determination to make a fortune while the grass
lasted. Thousands of cattle ranged the hills. Everything looked bright
and mromising for a cleanup the next year. lhen came the winterof
1861-62 which almost blasted the hopes of tlke courageous and
crushed those of timid spirit.

It was the wor sé winter in the histary of the Facific Northiiesteseese

‘he settlers around "alla Walla burred fences to keep from f reezing.
Dan Drumheller in the fall of 1861, purcha ed 300 head of cattle; by

thenext May but eight head wer alive. #bout 10,000 head oc cattle

went into winter pasture around "alla Yalla andb ut 1,000 survived. :'he
Indians too were losers. “bout two-thirdm of their ponies perished.,

‘he Walla ¥alla and Yakima *pdians held a conncil to evoke the Great
“pirit to send the Chinook ail Yeipal,the great Indian witch doctor

hwwled ardscreeched at t he cold moon withthe coyotes adding their voices...
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The tragedy was prevalent throughout Washington, Oregon and
Montana with he ds perishing in the fitter Root snd Deer Lodie valleys.
Soring brought a terriblir sight. Men with herds of 300 to 400 in the
spring found but 50 a 60 head. lMearly all thestock on the range died. ihe
loss was estimated at one million dollars,

ee.In the s ring of 1862 cows and salves sold for as high as one hundr-d
dollars a head. '

jhe Boom Days

‘he Cariboo mines offered a ready and profitable outlet f or "ashington
cattle and the s tockmen quickly recover dfrom their losses, In the summer
0f1862 Dan Drumheller drove 240.head to the Cariboo district. eef was
scarce and sold for fl.SO a pornd at the mines. 0, theselong hard driws the
cattlemen formed companies and drove together for protection from the
indians. (Drumheller)

Beginning in 1862 large nume 's of cattle were driven to tle British
Columbia mines.;his ready amd mofitable market brought an inf lux of
stockmen into the Yakima valley. William Ya ker and John #llen drove in
a lar geherd arml settled in Parker Bottom. fhey were the first cattlemen
to build tnwef I, 1864 the Fort Simcoe Indiars began to purch:se cattle
and their lherd grew until in 1878 it numbered 3,500 head.® ometime later
themilitary forces took charge of the FOrt and s old the herd of vhich “plawn
bought the largest portione.

Thenext year farnes,Thbrpe am Splawn drove a herd of 300 lead to
Boise fasin. On this drive Indians stole Splawnls hors: and
moneéye. Soon g ter Barnes drove another herd to the Boise basin, found
no sale for his stockand was forced to driwve them back tﬁo hundred miles
to Camas Prairie. Prices rose amd fell with the number and the location

of the herds.

Below is an excerpt fromthe VWashingtan Statesman: January3l, 1863: Several
large bands of beef cattle amd milch cows are onthe way up between here

and “he Jalles, 4 part are being driven to the Boise and Onyhee mines and

L
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the balance are destined for tihis valley and the mining camps above. Gpod
beei cattle are very scarce in ourmarket at present amd a limited
number will f ind a readymarket here at good prices.;.

Wnerever there are cattle, thieves, wolves and coyotes are sure to be
f ound.,.

I, these earlydays "alla Walla h rbored doat as "tough" a group of
human being as codd B found in the Northwest. “mong the respectable
populace mingled the gamblers, pickpockets, thugs,robbers, prostitutes,
gay-cats, and dianose. It was an era of thieves ardi highwaymen, of loose
maralsard easy money, of chance and the game.

4 gort of _get rich quick wallingford " spirit prevailed.

In opposititon to this regin of lawlessness the good citizens

organized the "Vigilantes

. _ne bright sunny day 66 head of cattle disappeared from Wild Hor‘se
creek. # posse was quickly organized. #fter & hot pursuit the mttle

were Betrieved and the sun set upon a still form dangling from a limb,

On #pril 21, 1865, a cattle thief named McKenzie was found hanging

fron a tree. lhe same week tsaac Heed ard #illiam "illis were hanged for

s tock stealing. Pefore they were dropped they c onfessed that t hey were

members of a gang that had a number of hwses on t e Columbia,

That same weekanother rustler, "S1im Jim" was hanged from a tree that
still stands in Walla ‘“alla (1918)ﬁJim had toomany cattle which belonged
to other people, Of course everyweeks was not as hectic as the one mjust
mentimed,but it gives a good indication of tl@' 8_irit of the times,

Lesides the thbs ves the cattlemen had other such enemies as
precdatory animals, poisonous plants,rattlesnakes,indians, prairie fires
ard ear 1y settle s who shot ahimals indefense of their c rops.

Uccasionally a bear,. usualiy a grizzly tha = had turned killer,
preyed upon the range cattle. Whenseverthis occurred the animallusually
destroyed several beef before being killed, as the grizzly is a sly,
cunning gnimal . .
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For all that the stockmen of “astern “ashington had a decided
advantage vwer the cattlemen east of the R ockies inthat t hey did not
have to cabend with large herds of buffalo. © few were seen onthe “nake
fiver and bu ralo bones were fourd as far west as Yenatchee,but they were
never numerous (Paul Fountain, the Eleven “aglets of the “est. New York,
19086)
Incantrast to thebuf falo the Valley of the Okanogan in 1864 grazed
a small herd of camels. The Manchurian wariety was imparted into British
Columbia in 1861 to be used as pack animals to the Cariboo mines,
‘hey were ruled offthe road by julicial decree and were t urned loose on the
Okanogan plateau to live or die. SOme were gathered up and used as pack
animals in Montana. “#t leas one cani alwas used in the Inland ®mpire
in 1864 tocarry a load of 400 pourds to th Kpotenai mines. lhey were
impractical ; dme to the stony farmal. ion of the country they b came
footsore. Nothing is known of what became of the 1Okanogan herd. T.(C.
Elliott, Historical Papers and :ddresses, Pection 12 Walla Walla, 1935)
In these years twe stockmen were as free as the open range upon which
threyrode. T neir horses were of the scrub variebty because the thieves
stole the good ones. (Cotton, Op cite. Pe 63)

Pplawn said:"Our work on the range corsistod of two roundups--one in
the spring, the other in the fall.Eve y owner in a certain territory
was supposed to be mresent or represented b: s omeone; att hese times
calves wvere branded by the thousands. It is remarkeble how few
mistakes were made when w consider that oftensimes we would have
five hurgdred calves in one bunch. #iter all te ro ndups were finished
forthe year those cattle were left unbranded thd& weuld stray from their
mothers wer callea "slick ears; and tle; were t e property of the first
man who put his brand on theme It wa: in this way that the rustling

cowboy shone. I lmve known a few men who sta ted in with me or two old

spotted cows and came out in a few years with a large band of cattle,
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Ca tle were becoming numerous in tle Yakima valley at this time.
Elisha McFaniel brought 900 head to Mabton which he sold to Ben Spipes
who became the cattle king in "ashington Ierritory. *hat fall Moore
and McConnell brought in BOO ﬁead to graze in the valley.® en Snipes
made the hardest drive in 1866, by urging 1,000 head to the Blackfoot
mines via Yhite “luffs,Spokane, Pend d'Oreille Lake, Thompson falls,
:i tter Root Valley anc “eer Lodge Montana . Duringthis trip he lost
many head.
‘he stock on Patus Creek was inweased by 300 head by E. B,rd who moved
into the Yakima Valley in 1866, Later in the year Splawn and Pa ker
drove 200 head to "arren Diggings. Mc#1lister drove a large herd to
Brit ish Columbia. He was followed later by Connell,(SPlawn)
The British C;lumbiamarkets in the ear ly days demanded more beef
thanthe astern Yashington stockmencould supply. “a tle were driven
from the Willamette , Umpqua and Fogue River walleys to the lower
Columbia,up the river to *he Balles armd then across eastern “ashington, vi a
the Okanogan valley Ito ;ritish Columbia markets. Ca tle intended for
northwestern Pritish bolumbia we e driven by the Cowlitz river routes to
Puget Sound. Large bands were moved into western '“ashington to graze on
.the good pasture grourds around “teilacoom. From there they could be
shipped in small lots commensurate totheneeds of the northern markets. in
a short time boa t8 wecre put in use and, in the interval between January
1 and December 2, 1859, 2,145 head of cattle horses and sheép were
 shipped from Puget Sound to ‘;ictdr'ia (J.0. Oliphant. Ca tle Trade on
Puget Sound, 1858-1890, fgricultural History V I, 1933, July pp 130.-32,
The value of t he se animals was about %73,207. I theseyears,due to the
wgent demand, s tock from th Pandwich Islands and from Honolulu were received
into that territorye.
The steamers £liza fnderson, ;onstitution,'wilson G. Hynt and Julia

were regularly employed in the cattle t rade on the Sound.
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During the first qua ter of 1860 500 head of cattle worth ¥25,000

and firty-six quarters of beef ,worth ¥1,040 were sent to Victoria.
During the rest of the yar 680 head worth ¥27,989 were shippedto
the same port, In 1860 Victoriwas the largest foreig customer of
Washington 'l'erritory, one half of its exports were merely cattle
5,624head amounting to ¥96 ,435.(0liphant)

The editar of the Port Townsend Ieor thwest in October, 1860 urged the
produc tion of mope cattle in "ashington Territory. Port “ownsend
Q@ Oné consumes on an average three b eves in two d;ys or 535 head pe year,
besides umutton and pork,“ he wrote.'For this beef alone, the neat
little sum of ¥16,050 is sent to Oreéon, 8 very cent of which should be
saved to our farmers. (0Oliphant)

Betwee_n 1861-64he Victoria trade was expanding but in 1865
there was a slight decline. The territory of Washin;tons hared in this
trade over a fiveyear period to the edtent of mo: than a quar terof a
mllion dollars amuallye...

Yuring the year 1861 Victoria importedt hrough Port Townsend

l,éSé head of c¢ attle worth ¥31,235, ;\'_ictoria, inthat same year also importd
‘i"9,160 worth of stock fror: other ports..

...I[ﬁ the swmmer of 1863 the gove._*nme nt laid an embargo on exports
of livestock fran the United States, causing much excitement on t he
Yacif ic coast. ‘he Worning Oregonian and the British Colonist both 80REA0
aired their views on the matters. those on either side of t heboundary
linecould ndseeh ow the dispcsal of cattle on the facific “Yoast would
affect the , outcome ofthe Civil “ar., The intense interest showed oy those
@ffected on both sides of the bo miary clearly indicates the importance of
the cattle trade in the Northwest. The price ofbeef rose to farty cents

& pound in Victoria. By anexecutive arder Lincoln raised the ban on the

facif ic coast and by the end o beptember Victoria weas receiving cattle and

cattleproducts by the usual rcies. ‘he volume of trade in 1863 cannot be

accurately stated. In 1864 a Scarcity of meat was reported in Victoria,
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es.othe trade of 1865 diftfered little from that of 1864,

Kobert M. Hutchinson actively engaged in the cattle trade testified
that he shipped 1,200 head from ®€&eilaccom to Vfctoria in 1865 amd in
addition he shipped 4,500 head of sheep. Hg belieked these shipments
represented about half of the stock shipped that year .,

‘ictoria looms large at this period of the cattle trade on the
Pacific coast. It was the center of distribution to the
British Columbia markets.

‘he steamboats actlively engaged in ghis transportation made a fortune
far their owers. lhe *liza #pderson charged f15 per head to carry
cattle to Victoria during t hose boom days.(C.b. Bagley, History of
Peattl e. )

ceee. .. atlle by the hundreds were being rushed across the border
below 13 an excerpt fromthe %alla Walla Ptatesman, August 17, 1866;

”Wallulé 1s full of goods for "lackfoot which are being rapidly
hurried away on pack trains..®dded to this activity 650 head of cattle
passed throwh "allula last ®aturday for fariboo, :ritish Uolumbia,
having been driven all the way from Marysville, balifornia.The'y swam
Snake river at the mouth on baturday afternoon without losing a hoof.

%he cattlebdlong to Jerome Harper and J.H. Parsons. They ar e hea%y catide
dealers and have been engaged in driving @ ttle thr ough to fritish
Uolumbia since 1860. *hey usually pass through here about the la:t of
July or the first of 4ugust. 1heywirive from six hundred to a thousarnd head
8Very year...cumtux," '

‘he same year W. McEnnery brought 500 head into the Walla Walla
valley to winteér at his ranch and drove them rext spring to the Blackfood
mar kete(Walla Walla Stat: sman July 13, 1866) Herds driven to
élackfood mrket in 1867 found the country filled'with(:attle, prices low
and competition keen, Two years later the catfle drives from Eastern

Washington to the mining camps practicd 1y s topped. ‘hose territories weres

raising their own stock(Splawn)
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Bpout t his time Dan Drumheller started far the Yrasier river with
400 kead of excellent steers. It was in the spring and the r iver was full
of driftwood. Several a tteripts were mmce belfore the entire herd was
safely grounded on the opposite shore. %hen he reached his destination
he found the British Columbia make t choked with cattle butMr. Harper, the
largest cattle buyer in _Drit ish Columbia, purchased his herd at $75
a head with tle promise that Dan would not bring any more catile into Britash
Columbia. Harper was an old friend., fhe rangemenf of the west were a c ordia
ot not only because of the  isolated position but also because of the
fact that men having the s ame occupation t end to cling t ogether , to
suffer together and t enjoy each othier's pleasures and prof its.

‘he reason Harper gave ¥75 a head for Dan's cattle was that in
1864 Dan told Harper whe e he could buy 1,006 steers for $6,000., Harper
made the deal, drove the herd to’ritish Columbia and so 1d themat the mines
fa $100,000. In 1873 Harper engaged Drumieller to help him drive
2,500 steers to the United States. ‘hisherd was driven to Nevada and sold for
shipment to the east. (Drumheller.)

Theboom dgys were over. ‘he cattlemen of "ashingon were faced with
perplexing times. I, the following pages are related sane ways in which
they ®riea to solve their problems.

ceeln 1867 the Colonial parliament passed a tarifi law laying duties
of $3 a head on besf cattle. '*'-'he se developments affected the Puget Sound
cattle trade. By June 30, 1867 eattle exports to Pritish Columbia dropped bo
670 head worth %22,790,

ee.The entry of the Vanadian Pgcific *“‘ailroad into British Columbia
chanpged the economic situation in that province after 1886, # s lump
in the cattle trade hit the Pacift Northwest from the close of 1872
to the spring of 188l.....

‘he markets of western "ashington of fered sane relief forthe cattlemen

east of the Cascades. Ike ‘“Yarson in 1868 drove two h undred head to the

Puget Sou d district. This was the first drive that way to the coast
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markets. lany large herds were driven into the Kittitas country for
summsr range, it oeing the gatl:lering place for the d roves that finQ8he
furnisted the c cast armnd the Sound with meat before the railroad came.

‘jL'he next year Joseph Borst pertormed the feat of driving a la rge herd
over t he Cascades tothe coast.dls was the real beginning of the cattle
trade with the west side amd it has kept up ever since.

The Pguttle Intelligencer gives this account of some of the difficulties
experienced in cattle driving: "Only those t het have crossed the Cascade
mountains can have anya dequate c cnception of the diff'iculties tobe
encountered by the ®attle drivers indriving cattle ove: the vast ranges
ea'st of the Casca es. #side from the numerous streams to be swum or
forded, the rough, precipitbus grades tobe arcended and descended
and miles of thick mud and gmarled X0 roots on the raite,the general
dangers and hardships of thetrip cause one to wonder that t he sturdy
drivers who are supply the markets of Seattle with fresh beef are able to
get through at all. Particularly is this the case atthis seasam of the
year, when tis cattle are compelled towade thr a1 gh twenty-five miles
ofsnow from ten to fifteen fect deep . Since the latter part o January
last Phelps and Wadleigh and Foss end orst , the two largest butfhering
on the Sound havehad a force of men in themountains endeavoring to open &
thor oughfare. :'his has been work of much labor, expense and time, and one
which has been s eriouslyr etarded by frequent snow storms.(Walla Walla
Unia, 8pril 20, 1878,)

TIn 1875 the wes ern section of the state was paying the eastern
section %200,000 annually for beef alone.'he eastern animals were in
better shape than those produced on tle west side, but this trade
could not absorb the surplus stock in “astern “ashington.(Shiach)

‘he cattlemen began to devise other means to dispose o their surplus

stock. John Yest armd company be ganning canning beef, using the salmon
canneries on the lower “olumbia fiver in Oregon. This cmmpany did not

do very much in thepacking line,the caming being more of an experiment
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than & financial success. In 1875 cross and liichelbach of ihe Yalles
proposed to the Uregon and “ashington cattlemen tha they would construct
a packing plant if the cattlemen would supply the beef.

When the packed beet would be sold in ®ngland both the packers and the
cattlemen would receive their roney,but if the beef spoiled on the t rip or
found no sale, both would be the losers. ‘he plant was designed to use
15,000 beeves during the season. ‘his would give 15,000 hides to tan,
30,000 horqs and 60,000 hooves for Elue besides hair and tallow. My o
Cross could not persuade enough cattlemen to coopsrate in his scheme and it
fell through (J.0. Oliphant. Oregon Histarical «uarterly XXXIV 1933 246-247)

In 1876 Mr. Kinney began packing canned beef at his plant in ®storia.
Several others began the business and in tl fall of 1876 thers were six
companie s engaged in canning neef and they hed put up 24,000 cases, the
Kinney company canning 13,000 cases. ‘he price was elven cents a pound.

“ve be eves were selected fram eastern “ashington and from eastern
Oregon e %he Kinney plant at dgtoria prooably put up as much as 20,000
c ases a year.(O0liphant)

‘he ccanning business declined after 1877 due to the fact that Chicago,
New York and Ph ladelphia were sending fresh kef to the British Isles that
year . ihis” failure of t he canning business was indeed disappointing ...
but a& this time a strong demand for cattle from the northwest was
offered in Nevada and ‘yoming. :y the cl ose of the decads of the 1870's °
he rds were pouring over the Rockies to eastern pastures. lhe terrible
w inter of 1880-81 a long with the eastern movement,cleared the
Northwest ranges of surplus stock and bro.ght tempormary prosperity to
cattlemen of “ashington and Opegon. North Tacific History campany,

History of the Pacific Northwest, Portland, 1889)
I,, theseyears the I, land Empire was a heaven for cattle."The stimulating

climate, the sea of grass..and the c hance to run wild, mave developed

gnimals of enormous size and the quality of the beef is unsurpassed,..

fhe bunchgrass reaches a height from 18 to 56 inches(Nerth Yaciiic History)
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Cattlé Kings sprang up from Halheur to Colville. In the latter
locality grazing was excellent but large herds were not kept with big
orafits.(F.H. Cook, The Yerritary of Washington, Cheney, 1925)

These were dark days for the settlers in eastern ashington} all of
whom raised rcattle. *here were few markets,, a surplus of stock and
low prices. However beginning in 1875 buyers came from Wyoming an d
Mot ana and peid good prices for “ashington cattle to stock the ranges
east of the mountains.(Splawm)

the ?oise Statesman of August 3, 1875 says: Messrs lang and Ryan crossed
the Spake river a few days ago a Kenney's Ferry andcame up the Boise
river, where they crossed with 8,300 head of beef cattle--stee s..The
cattle were brogh bought in ‘Yalla Walla velley and will be driven %o
Ngbraska.(Walla Walla Union, June 9, 1877.)

In 1878 ‘yan and Lang were in the Yakima and Kittitas valleys
purcha sing animmense drove of cattle which they intended to drive
east in the sprirng. *hey expectdd to s tart with fifteen ar twenty
thousand head.(Washington “tandard, January 12, 1878.)

In ;ebruary of the same year Lang offeredlice and ‘Kennedy {11,000

for their herd camtaining an unknovn number of cattle (Palouse G

azette,
February 9, 1878) The n®xt spring the drove of 4,000 cattle bought in
the Washington coun ry by Rand, Briggs and company has been started for
cheyenne. Sgme of their drivers came out by stage from “heyenne, where
they are called cowboys.USpokane Times, June 19, 1879)

Dyring the boom years whelr the cattle industry was getting a foothold

in Montana, the high prices of f'ered for stock cattle drew herds from

Yreat Plains

the na thwest. “he boom of the cattle business on the
is contemporaneous with the decline of the cactle industry in the
Columbia “asin. I the early sixties the mining camps were the gold

mines of the cattlemen and in th i.late sixties largeherds moved east into

Washington, Yregon and n @ thern Idaho. “he ranges in 1872 were considerably

overstocked, bringing on a depression which lasted until the close of the
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the seventies, Prices fell. Nany stockuen quite the business. On
top of this came the winter of 1880-8l &hich froze the watering
places.{01liphant Cattle Trade from the Far West to liontana.)
Out of aherd of 40,000 ® ipes and #llen salvaged but 10,000 head.

¥he Indians lost practically alltheir cattle and ponies. Ben
Snipes in the spring hurried to Portland, borrowed as much money as he
could , returned and purchac:ed all the surplus stock he could @t and mncs
more he had "cattle on a thousand hillss’5 and a "goodly number in tlhe
valleys." Prices rog a d he became very wealthy((Oliphant, “inter
Lisses of Cattle.)

..Pheepmen were coming into tie region. Farmers with the
unholy barbed-wire fence were getting too numerous. In Wnitman county
stockmen arnd farmers were contending over a herd lgw. Said a ¥akima
cattleman: I

Running cattle in large bandsin this country is fast getting ®© be a thing
of the past. 1IN southeastern Washington free range almost vanished by
1880 « *he e;a of wheat farming was close and there was "sheep
agitation in the Walla Walla Country. (0liphant Cattle 'l';ade)“"

Two roads led into tle Mpntana co;mtry. One led t hrough s;-1thern
Idaho by way of Boise ¢ity ; the other the old Muyllan road, ran
fran Walla Yalla to “pokane valley ac ross northern Idaho and into
Mon ena. In 1880 some 10,000 head w re urged over these routes into
Montana « In comparison Oregon sent 16,725 head; Utah 900 head; Texas
15,000 lead and “yoming 3,775 head.

It is difficult toet an exact account of figures as there are many
discrepamcies. Ih “eptembe:, 1881l the “eekly Missoulian stated that 600
head had arrived from “alla Vallg. It wac then estimated that 10,000 head
would leave this region duringth = spring and move east to supply the range
in Montana and Dakota.(0liphant) |

Yrom the Inland Emuire we glean the fdllowing coneerning the largest

cattle drive on recard:
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"Messrs Lang and Ryan, the extensive cattle dealers, wills tart
fran Opegon for the *ast during the coming month with 15,300 head of
cattle purchased int hat state, and will be joined by two other bands
from Idaho, making a gramd total of 23,800 head. *hey will winter in the
Yellowstone country and will continue their journey eastward
during the summer of 1881, ﬁlis imense drove will oe divided into
thre bands, thefirst lmving three days start o the thid, this being within
easy communication of each other.,
"To manipulate this vast B rd will require the services of 120 men
and eight hundred hor ses. ¥ orty wagons wlllaccompany the drive
and about 160 stand of loaded rifles wllbe keptin readiness for the bene
fit of any band of hostile Indians that may show a disposition to inter-
fer: with their mowments. This business promises tobe a source of
untold revenue in the near future, and our s tockmen had btter
prepare themselves to meet the demand(Pglouse Gazette,March 19, 1880)
‘he Niofrara “attle company alone brought into Montana 10,000
head in 1882 amd Kempton and * usler brought in 2,500 head and ranged
them on tlB Tongue river.lhis latter herd md been purchased in
washing ton Territory.(0liphant)
fhe canpletion of the Northern Pacific railroad in 1883 | it didn't
reach Yakima until 1885 typist's note) changed the complexion of the
cattle trade, yet the end of the cattle drives were n ot over.
1hroughout the elghties the s tockmen continued to drive cattle
to various markets. *he year 1885 was a prosperous ome for the Far Yest
cattlk men. Montana quarantinereg&iations didnot affect stock purchased
west of the mountains and the high prices of ksef sti ulated the cattle
industry.
Heavy shipments of cattle from “ashington, Oregon and Idaho to
Montgma and the Yellowstors country weare noted in that year., Up to
July 1883, 30,000 head from “ashington and Oregone nterdd 1 ntanas.
‘he vice president of the NOrthern Pacific ra lroad in his annual

report in 1880 declared:"The movement of young cattle into western
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Yakota amd W ntana has changed so svhat in ite character during
tlie past year. I, 188'Z>a*»r'rrl(e1 ?irwnrded frome astern terminals 73,320
head &nd from “"ashingtonand “regon 3,100 head. During the past fiscal
year the offer of special mtes has developsd an important movement from
out western division. “here R s been Shipped f rom s tations west of the
Hocky Mountains 34,740 head of cattls, 3,360 horses and 24,400 sheep. “he
shipments westward from eastern points aggregated 34,120 head oc cattle,
(Oliphant)

Stock from the Big Bend country, fromIqsho,from southeastern
Yashinvton from Oregon and the Yakima valleyw ere driven to t he
Northern Pacific stations for shipments,

‘he railroad brought an increasing number of settlers amd each f arm
crowded out the stoclmen and hastened the end of extensive ca:itle raising
in the Columbia Basin. Uwing toa lack of evidence there is no way o knowing
the exact number oc cattle moved from the N.rthwest into Montana in 1885,
It i1s alleged that from he Yakima valley, between #pril 1 ami
“ctober 31, 47,477 head of cattle were moved by rail to Montana and
Chicago markets, Some of these cattle sold for *9 a head. “he number of
cars loaded from various points areas follows:

Yakima 126; Lenmewick 90, Pasco, 41; Wallula 202; Lind, 182;
bpx'exgue, 15; Spokane falls, 104; total 760 cars. 'f'he Northern
facific, in that year, shipped 38,070 head from “ashington territory.
(These figwesmay not be exact..0liphant)

In 1886 the Nontana range was overstocked. © hard winter would
certainly play havoc with the cattlemen. Herds in eastern “ashington
were reduced in 1886, due to the constant outgo of cattle to the‘
east. Washington ami Opegon shipped into M ntana in 1886 28,000 head aof
young cattle and 32,000 sheep. ;_he llorthern Pacific reports 50,900
head oi cattle shipped fnbm Montana from Washington amdl the east.

“his repa t does not designate the amount from washington, but it is

reasonable tobelieve that “ashington sent a goodly number.,
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On the lontana ranges the shadow of death walted for thousands of
cattle that had been shipped into tiet state in previous years.'“rought
and an oerstocked range pushed theherds into the terrible win ter of
1886~188"7 in very poor conditione.

lhe loss was staggering. “tockraisers,menas they are, rapldly r ecovered
fran theblow,and by the close of the eighties more cattle roamed the
range than ever before. Yattle shipments to Montana almost ceased after
1887 but in 1889 , 47,000 sheep left ‘“ashington for Montana. Inl890
somel01,400 stock sheep left Yashingion and Oregon for Montana and the
Dakota ranges. *he cattle boom east of t he “nckies sustained the
cattlemen west of these mountains in the years tha almost spelled defeat
far the local stockraisers(Oliphante..)

4ccording to Splawn the range cattle business began to contract rapidly
in 1887, Two main factars tended to break up the open range. First, the
stockmen had to drive his herd tomarket, and the bi ger the herd the
more economically it could be handled. “econd, s ettlers took advantage
of land laws and b egan homesteading the best range country, fencing
the land and keeping small herds as a secomhry issue. IN doing this
they usually fenced in the bestwatering places, thus greatly inconveniencing
the open range stockman(Agricultural Yearbook 1924 p 529,)

‘‘eports came from various sections of the country intimating that east-
ern Washington would soon cease to be a range territory. In 1887 the Walla
Walla assessor wroteg;

"of course the range isnot as good as formerly as the
plow is turning down the bunch grass and the fence is driving out the
stockmen. #1most every farmer now ralses a few cattle, hogs, sheep or horses
for market and each yearthis is being done more,."(E Sample repcrt
of the governor of Washington territory..l887)

‘he Yakima county auditor rede a similar report:"Since the country

has begun to be occupled by settlers who are engaged in growing wheat
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and other cereals, many of t he large stock raisers in the country have driven
their large herds to localities not yet reached by settlers."(Ibid)

¥rom 250 letters of inquiry sent out by the governor the next
year from those reporting he learned that the ranges were being curtailed
by the homesteaders, by premption and by ra lroad p rchase, ‘he returns
from dif ferent land off ices substantiate the pleas of the stockman. It
waw also generally conceded that it was unprofitable to raise inferior
stock in the territory. Instezd of leaving cattle to eke out a bare
living on the wintery range, farmer sprovided food and shelter for their
herds(Sample report, 1888)

On came the'nesters' to avail themselves of the homestsad laws. These
frontiersmen saw at once the strategic value of getting land which
contained watering places and when the se lands were fenced they could
not be crossed by stock ami the cattle owrsrs were forced to buy such home
steads to obtain water for t heir animals. Many of the se homesteads werse
taken up as apeculation ventures,and to hold up the cattlemen(F.S.

Hultz, fange Sheep and Wool in the Seventeen Yestern ® tates, Yew York,
1931, page 8.)

In about 1889 the stockraisers began to purchase railroad lands which they
fenced for pasture. 4t thist ime the first alfalfa began to appear in
Lastern Yashington(W.C. Moore, ‘‘eports of the Governar of
Washington *erritory, 1889)

fhe cattlemen and the Indian resented with equal vigor the rapid advance
of the plow which turned unde ' the bunchgrass and transformed the range
country 'into moving fields of grain. Scores of cattlemen drove
their herds to crowded markets and invested their fcapital in farm
lands and became whe at ranchers along with the rest. If their farm
cattle were milk stock, the ranchers kept them the year around and
disposed of the calves for veal. The heifers iicre raised for the dairy anm

if they were not good milk producers t ey passed over the block as poor

beef carcasses(Rader. pe5)
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Both the settlers and the elements of na ture seemed to be against
the 'open rangs! cattlemen. In 1889-90 when on retreat from barbed

wire amd hostile farmers, nature de.ivered her hardestblow. let

us note that the Pacif ic Northest at this time produced about 100,00U
hides annually. Cons idering thevast number of live cattle exported and
the great number of hides not sold, would double those figures, Paid

a writer of this period:"At thelow price of %25 each this

represents an income about egual to each of the industries of grain
raising, wool raising end the fisheries and one half of that of the saw=
mills and coal mines. ..if the horns, bones, hooves hair and hides were
kept in the states and tanning, manufacture of fertilizer of Ilsather,
gelatine and neats-foot oil carried on, the total value of our herds
would be almost doubled.' Julian Hawthorn, History of “ashington,

New York, 1893 pe 257) Wi:len an indwtry of this magnitude was almost
crushed by the hard winter of 1889-90 the results were calamitous,

Mr. He3. Parker, a large stockraiser in the Crab cresk country
estimated that fully sixty per cent of the stock in that district
perished. V.V. Fqorence lost 500 out of a herd of 600 head. “illiiam
Bingham lost 1,000 head of lorses. Practically all the colts
succumbed. McKinney and Paulson, large stockowners, lost heavily in
cattle.(Cheney Enterprise, februay 20, 1880)

I, March came a chinook which gave temporaryrelief of a few days,
but a severe freeze-up followed,closing the watering places and
sending the thermometer downb elow zero. ‘his sudden and severe
change canpletely wiped out wha wasleft of large bands. Every animal
owned by “rumheller on Crab Creek perished.(Cheney ¥nterprise,March 6,
1890)

.,Lhe results of this tragic winter aroused piblic opiniona s tothe

need of providing better care for stock inwinter (Ibid) Newspapers

such as the Cheney l"nterprise,, the Asotin Sentinel, the Ellensburg
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Register advocated that stockmen hang on to their stock, keep haystacks
for emergency use and practice diversified farming.

Hundreds of sattleraisers,who envisaged the new cord itions, did
hang on to their stock anml went into diversified farming with a gusto,
prepared winter feed, bullt adequate shelter and obtained a higher
and purer grade of cattle.

‘hus a great change had come in methods of h andling stock amd reducing
the size of herds. lhis datemarked the end of the large "free range
cattle owner in "ashington territory and brought to the fareground ;
less lucrative but a more s table system of raising salable cattle,

Cowcoys
«.the cowboy seldom changed. The little red schoolhouse taught him
to read; the Spanish “mericay war gave hin a new slant on things.
The range closed on him ,making him a farm hand or a garage terder,
or maybe a moving picture spare. 1. his heydey his range extended
from "the river %o the coastn and fromthe Rio Yrande to the Saskatch
ewan. s a class the cowboys were iliiterate,lwith all the sublime

=
contempt that men of action are wont to fesl for men of books.“

ihe words ranch, corral, r odeo, sombpero, loco, quirt, bronco, r]‘.ariat,
carviayard, horsewrangler,cow, dogy, buck, pitch and cgyuse
used by the *merican cowboy, are all Spanish names, except the
last which was borrowed from the red man(J.L. Cowan, Lingo of the
Cow country. Outing, Liv. 1909. August p.620.)

Like everything martal the cowboy came to his end. I.e reigns no
More « He was the go=-brtween man who connected the frontier with
the settlers. “he buffalo are in the parks, the Indians are on the
rese-vations, the cowboys are in the wild west shows or bucking bronco
contests. *heycame, according to Hebard, f rom every walk of life.
For one to think that to be a cowboy one had tobe dumb, uncouth and

a tough guy was a grave mistake. from the best families of the East

came young men to take up the life of a cocwboy,.(liebard,Pathbreakers.l91l)
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Graquates from the best colle e: came west and lost themselves in _
cattleland.
Those days ae gone. OUt of the east came the long ribbons of
shimme ing steel. Upon them came the homeseeker,with his plow and a
strong determinatione Later came barbed wire, more settlers aml nare

wire. “he cowboy saddled his pinto amd rode into the west,never to retunne.



Chapter IV
Renaissance

Purebred :Stock
The in troduction of purebred cattle into “ashington ?_erritory

e

marked the end of the Texas 'sea lion and completelyrevolutionized

the cattle business. It was marked byﬂthe beginning of alfalfa fields,
permanent haystacks, shelter in the winter months and smaller but better
herds (Moore , .eports of goverior. 1889)

In 1847 Uncle Johnny Wijlson of Linn County , Ore. brought a drove of
Yurhems from lenry Ylay's herd at Blue Grauss Grove., *his full-blooded
herd added greatly to the stock in t he weste.

“ater Capt. Benser brought & herd of blcoded ca tle tothe Columbia
Pottomse Mre Yaniel Drumheller, a c ompetent witness wrote:"The cattle-
men of this region (Washington) seem to be of the opinion that the
range cattle of the early days of tie industrywere veritable scrubs. In
this they are greatly mistaken. It is true that all the cattle in the
éarly his tory of California wefe long-horned Mexicanb reeds. < few of these
were driven to Oregon prior to 1850...0Gov. :aines, one of the early
governars of Opegon territory brought with him to Oregon some
splendid Durham cattle. * few years later, sol King of Benton county
made se eral importations of choice shorthorn cattle.B esides thesse,
there were other early settlers of Oregon who owned full blooded
cattle of beef strainse..in my opini on the range catile of Oregon
and "ashirg ton were as good sixty years ago as they are now, lhe good
grazing in that time may have len a ccountable for this to some extent,.
(Ce5. Kingston, Introduction of Cattle into the Pacifk Northwest.il

Mr, Cross of Salem in 1858 imported from Kentucky some good it
roans. In a short time the cattle in “ashing tonbegan to improve and
the Spanish cattle began to disappear(Splawn.) For the next
few year the records are silent concerning pureblood stock but about

1873 A, Iaboree brought into the Yakima valley the f irst herd of Black

Polled Angus cattle(W.D. Lyman, Histery of the Yakima Valley, 1919)
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With the advancement of wealth there also came the advancement of
blcoded stocks

Lach poor neighborhood had its poor grade of cattle and v ice versa,
*his purebl d stock brought by tlke wealthier class encouraged the poor
farmer to invest in a b tter grade of c attle. A demand for good beef in
the home nerket atthis t ime also was an incentive for pureblood stock
and most of t he counties in 1887 reportednew breeds.

‘he Moxee company purchasdd 12 Polled “ngus bulls of the Olympic
herd owned by J.H. Pape of Uanada(E.S anple . neport.s of Governor of
“Wiashington Yerritary, 1887,)

In 1890 the Texas steer was fast becoming a thing of the past on the
western range. He served his daywell but it took him too long to
mature and he was shoved aside for a more progressive type of animal
which could be made salable at six months. The type desired by cattle-
men a tthat timewas a short-legged stb6 blocky 68 sarly maturing and
easily fleshed animal. baby beef was the call of t he nour. The large

messive 2,000 pound stee was no longer the butfher's choice ut the clean,
neat evenly fleshed 1,400 pounder was the apple of his eye. The

‘nerefore met this demand well.((Editorial Ranch and Range, 1897, Hug.

12, p.5.)

Stockmensoon learned that it was quality which bro ght the higher
prices on the Chicago mrkets. The byword among the stockmen a this
time was sell the o0ld herd and grade up the best and mal® as much
maney out of one-~half ofwhat you formerly kept as you did be fore(Editorial
Ranch and Range, 1896, Pec. 29 pe6)

Partly as a result of this reasoning and partly because of
economical conditions, the Washington State Livestock Breeders
associati on was organiz ed October 1, 1898 at No rth Yakirm with
annual me etings tobe held duwring the state fair at Yakima,. 'We hsve
initiatedthis movement," sald President Rj_chards," for a live working

~

assoclation fa the purpose of fostering am developing tot he highest
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degree our stock interests..one ofthe main objects is to stimulate
live stock exhibitions, particularly at the state fair..to be & member
of this association r equires a high standard of s tock raised by such
member , and 1s therefore a guaranbtee that stock is sold on its
merits.” (Editorial Manch and fange, 1898, Oct, 6, p.8)

D7 Splawnwas one ofthe [ irst in the s tate to produce purebred cattde
on a large scale. liis Springdale herd d “ereforeds at Lorth Yakima
was due to good advertising, the leading herd inthe Pacific Lrthwest
in 1901, supplying foundation stock far cattlemen in “‘ashington,
1daho, Oregon and in “ritish “olumbia (Editorial, Ranch and Range, 1901,
Feb. 28,Pg. 12)

His ranch occupied about 2,300 a res and his stock was valued at
we5,000 (Ibid, May 2, pe. 13)

In 1902 Tevi Ankeny ami Grant L’opel&nﬁ omed the largest cattle
ranch in the state. It cmsisted of twenty thous:nd acres of fine
grazing land in #dams county and was capable of supporting 3,000
cattle within fence .(Editorial fanch amni Range, 1902, Aug. 7 p3.)

The Inland Registered Stock Breeders' associatlion held its third
annual meeting in 1908 A small exhibit of stock was shown.

For a number of years f ollowing 1904 the mattle business, pure-
bred stock along with the rest in eastern Washingtonwas in the
doldrums. Despite this fact the livestock in 1913 represented an
imw estment of ?47,000,000 of which %16,700,000 consistec of cattles
In the same year the state had purebred bulls worth w403,741. #t this time
not overone per cent of Washington cattle were regisrered but the year
saw an Increase in importation of purebred animals.(F:rst Biennial

Report of the Executive ~depts. of the s tate to the governor, 1913-14 ,pe30,)

The Inland Empire in 1865 was a veritable sea of grasss...Cattle
Utiopias soon came to an end and the Inland Emplre was no exception,

The coming of the railroad marked the beginning of t he em of the free
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cattle range in “ashington that the stockmen had enjoyed for so many
years.

‘ e iron horse mant the erd of tte trail for the c owboy and cow
pony (Splawn)

With the railroad came the settlers like bands of hungry wolves
seeidng what they might devour. I, 1884 the Uniled Staies government land
off'ices at Spokane ':alls, Olympia, Vancouver, “akima and "alla Walla
entered upon their books gbout 7,962 applications for public lands. CL'he
population of Yashington gerritory inl880 was 66,976; in 1884
it had increased to 150,000 and in the f ollowing year 2,752 persons mede
application for free lands. Svery farm reduced the free range area.(W.C
Squire report of the -Governor of “ashington T erritory, 1884 PP 25-61,

“est of the ““lumbia r iver gorge the land rgises quite rapidly
until it merges into the Cascades. Numerous ridges extending from the
mountains to the Columbia run parallel toe achother in an easterly
direction. T heir northern slopes, too steepto cultivate were used far
grazinge. * his range lanmd too was becoming scarce. Many scales of grazing
lan 4 weremade, especially in the foothills near the summer pasture,

e water places were purchasede In 1904 that whichwasleft of
tle free range in this districtwas in a depleted condition. Cattle
could nat eke out a living on it while horses aml sheep could barely
get en®0 through a season on the scanty fare(J.8. Cotton,
Forage Problems in “astern and lentral Washington, Puliman, 1904)

:'he carrying apacity of the eastern “ashington range varies in
the dif ferent areas. The extreme eastern portion lying next to
themountains has & carrying capacity of fran five to fifd&een
aci'es per animal; the npthern portion fram fifteen to t wenty
acres pe animal; the central portion fram 25 to 50 acres snd
so® parts require s eventy-five acres to maintain an animal(Parr,

OP. e Cit. p.20)

The carrying capacity in the VWashington national forests is one cow to
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two acres and three sheep to one acre (Agricultural Yearbook, 1932)

:he sheephave always played havoc with the forests. Dr. J.4.
Pierson, director of the ®outhwestern Porest Experiment Station
stated that 200,000 boa d feet o lunber hae been eaten by livestock
in he last twenty years. The stockmen branded these findings as
propaganda to reduce sheep grazing in the national forests, L‘he
wool grower; care little for the forests aml passed a resolution to
muzzle such research (Editorial Stockmen Pass “‘esolutions toMuzzle
Re earch,"dmerican Forests aml Forest Life, XXXII 1926,Warch p.167)

In 1911 Sampson and Dayton began a study to determine the amount of
injury to timber reproduction caused by grazing, both from b rowsing and
trampling. It was discovered that grazing by cattle and sheep, in
one plot containing 11,040 plants,caused injury to 38.3 per cent
and eight per cent o the yellow pine, 21.b andl9 per cent of the
Douglas *ir, 48.3 and 11 per cent of the White fir, and 26.9 and
12,5 per cent respectively of the sugar pine.(4.Vi. Sampson
Hange and Pasture lanagement,lew Yor, 1923, p. 199.)

Yvergrazing caused the settlers toa sk the Northern Pacific
railroad for protection for their stock. #%t their bequest the
railroad in 1896 instituted a lec ing system and until 1904
had leased 1,000,000 acies to the stockmen. Lo the enterprising
cattleman occured the idea that to continue his business he must camtrol
his range to protect it from the nomadic herder whoroamed all over the
state and grazed and destroyed the range at will. Many stockmen pur-
diashed thelr range and thus excluded all inroads being made upon it;
othe s fenc d their range in this way controlling the g rass. *he two
hard blows delivered to the cattle business, the hard winter of 1890

and the hard times of 1892, all but caused its defeat,

mary'slittle lamos also multiplied so rapidly thatthey almost took
possession o' the r ange. In 1889 the sheep buk@fi®e were in southeastern

Washington en masse. The 1904 report stated that 894,000
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sheep were in the state at tha time. Yet, while the walue of cattle
exceeded that of sheep, the cattle were kept on farms and leased land
as both cannot graze together and &he cattle thrive. (Cotton)

The lea sing system also enabled the stockmen to improve the i breeds
and gave to each stockraiser a definite section of country for
a definiteperiod of time and it was up to him to keep up his range
or get out, with the result that the land wss taken better care of
and in a shet time , increased the carrying cepaclty of stock per acre.

es.Between 1896 andi 1903 the railroads issued 500 leases embracing
1,500,000 acres. Mych of this land was taken up by homesteaders foar the
purp se of growing wheat ard the stockmenwere pushed into the couleses
and hill lands. fhe stockraiser with vision purcha:ed railroad lands
and waste stretches and fernced them for grazing purposec.
“hose who did not get railroad land or waste stretches were forced
out of business, In 1905 very little free range was left except in
the high mountains(Cotton, J.S.: Range Management in the State of
washington, Washington, 19085

Many ente prising individuals, sensing the future value of grazing
lands, fenced large sections of government tracts which excluded all stok
in that particular vicinity. ‘hey grazed their own stock on government
lands still unfenced and in t hat way deprivd those who did not fence
from the grass on the outside. Many times these illegal fencers
rented the enclosures or for speculation to s tockmen who had the same
privileges to those grasslands as they who illegally fenced them.
Bnother class, who haé no stock, but who fenced ten ar fifteen s quare
miles of the public domain, made a good living renting those lands to
stockmen who had large herds. ‘his evil practice grew worse year by
year (E@itor ial, Ranch and fange, 1901, Auygust 1, p.12)

During the time of Theodore ‘oosevelt's term in the “hite House
148,000,000 acres were withdrawn from the public domain for the

Natio al Forests. ‘his placed most of the timberland of the west under
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governmen control. fggulated use of the faests had not been authorized
until the June act 1nl18683 1897 and this law prohibited sheep from
grazing on any of the national forests except in Oregonand in
Washington.

Dye to overgrazing the interior department in 1899 sancelled sixty-
eight permits to sheepmen for grazing in Mount Rginier reserve.
Consternation reigned among the wool growers. Theyclaimed that sheep
had beengrazed east of the ‘lascades for twenty years and "their feet aee
golden in the way of improving and enriching soil. this asction
deprived 260,000 sheep of summer rangee. A serile of adjustments were
made betwean the cattlemen and shdepmen which pleased no onee.

Overcrowded ranges led President Theodore Roosevelt in 1903
to appoint a commission to investigate conditions. ‘he commission
repar ted that unless something was done the western range would soon
pe completely ruined. The stockmen suggested that range lands be withe
drawn from homeste -d selection. No law was passed until 1916 when
pressure became so great that the government passed the Grazing Homee
stead act which stated that 640 acres may be taken up"..land chiefly
valuable for grazing and raising forage crops.. " this law did not meet
the need of the demand but the table below shows to what extent
Washington availabled herself to its uses,

(Table ranging from O in 1918 to 75,391 in 1919, 89,311l in 1919, 086y
26,278 in 1921, 73,470 in 1922 etc to 2,669 in 1935.

It is difficult to know the exact reason why the federal government
had not acted to preserve the range land.®s early as 1878
Tieutenant Powell, chief of t he geological survey suggested actione.

In 1898 the American “ational Livestock assoclation passed resolutions
asking that the range land e protected. In 1205 President ‘heodore
Hooseve lt sent out a commission to inw stigate conditions. Noa ction
was taken. In 1930 Ppesident Hoower appointed a committees to study

the range problem. ‘he recommendations of this report were never
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translated into law., ©t last, in 1935, after untold damags had been
done, less than half the public domain was placed under soms sart of
administratiome.

Despite all this controversy, the livestock indastry yas still s trong
in the state. It did not decrease with respect to numbers or in wealth
The different lay in the fact that formerly few stockmen owned vast
ke rds, while in thispericd thousandsof farmers owned few cattle.

This Besulted in superior grade of stockr aised, lhe farmer found it
pro fitable toraise a few choice steers, ratherthan the scrub stock
of former years. The state markets were la gely supplied from
the se sour ces.(Second “iennial report, 1916, dept. of agricul ture
of Washington ®tates)

Trends

Inthe eleven far western s tates the peak of s tock onr anges was
reached sbout 1890, #t this t ime asbout 1245 millions of animals
grazed on range land, r epresenting eighty-eight per cent of the
stock in those states. In 1910 10.4 millions of animals grazed ,
repre senting about sixty per cent of the total animal unite. Following
a rise in 1920 there has been a decline to 1935 when ten million
animals used the range, representing fifty- seven per cent of t he
total amount. Thus, there ms been a decline of about 20 per cent
on range lands since 1890 (Letter fram “gcretary of Agriculturse.)

"The public domain of tlhe west is made up of remnants left after
carefull culling by many agencies. The homstead, desert homestead and
grazing homestead laws eliminated much of the best of t he mnatural
range aresa. State, railroad and other grants with t@ eir provision for
lieut selection of indemnity land, still fur ther reduced the average
quality. jhe natural forests, Indian reservations, r eclamtion
withdrawals armd so forth, each have absorbed grazing land better than
that waich remained.(Ibid)"

" -

Until 1910 livestokk had not increased quite as rapidly as wealth
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yet there is a greater interest in livestock today than ever before,
“one are the days of cheap meat; gone are the ranges and the
ptrices from henceforth will bs determined by the ability of the far-
mer to produce beef in agricultural areas on high-priced lands. “s
a slde issue good besf can be produced but it must be made to yield
returns for the high=priced material consumed(S.N.D. N;rth The
#merican Yearbook, New York and London, 3211, p.488,
eesseIn 1936 forty-six per cent of the cattle purchased by “rmour
ard company of Spokane weore obtained from adjacent farmers who loaded
their stock on a truck and wheeled it to the packing plante.
“he same year Armour amd canpany purchased twenty-three per cent
of their stock from Montana, eighteen per cent from Idaho, one per
cent from Opre ton and twelve per cent from other places,
In the same year twenty-eight per cent of their total production
were sold in Ppokane and the Tnland Empire.(Letter from #“rmour and

Company December 1, 1936



Chapter V 37
Append ix ’
Stock laising in Washington ‘erritory

"Washington west of the Vggcades is at present not adapted to
cattle raising, except for home supply....

"Sgevens county..is so broken, mountainous, and timb;red that only
two thirds of it is pasturable and most of that only for summer
T unge

NValima and Klickitat countiese..’his section has an available pastorage
of agbout 3,000,000 acres but in Yakima county it is well eaten oute.
the climate is hard and though stock manage to subsist through the
winters, the sources of nourishment are limited--fencing 1s becoming
the rule in the valleys with the growth of agriculture and the day
of the great stock ranging seems nearly finished except as it is
carried on in connection with farming. Reckoning the available
pasturage of the Yakima and Klickitat section of VYashington as ve
did that of the western section we find tHbBO forty-three acres
of pasture to the init of stock.

"Great plateaus of the Columbia, “pokane and Whitman counties.
Ihis section includfeu(lig between the Spokane , the Columbia and the
BRnake river is t's most important grazing portion of the
territory vwhen both extent and quality are cons idered, Ve find here
the largest continuous acres of pasture,though it must be borne in
mind t at everywhere in this territory pasture is in broken areas;
coulees which are extensive dry water courses, often wide amd deep with
precipitious basaltic walls run northeast fran the Columbia in the
western portion of the territory; scab land, so called from the
eruption of spots of the same basaltic formation shows itself in
bare, dark patches along the coulees and in the tule lake r eglons of
the northeast. fhe general topographical character of the great
plain of the Columbia is rough, rising in elebation from the Eolumbia

to the eastward. ?he guality of the pasturage improves from the sand
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border ©8 the great river past the mrgin of sagebrush to good bunch-
grass , well watered, east of the llOtﬁ meridian. uenerally in “astern
washington, contrary to experience elsewhere,the poorest pasturage
is found near the rivers. Belts o sand border the water courses for
miles. The southeast portion of Spokane and Whitman counties, or about
one-fifth of the entire ssftion of the great plain of the.bolumbia,
comprising all that country bordering the Palouse river and its
tributaries, is perhaps the best pasturage in the territory, but it is
Papidly passing into the possession of farmers. Bunchgrass is
abundant

"The middle part & Whitman county along the main Palouse snd the
higher country in the cast furnishes superior sumr er range, from
which stock can pass in winter to the milder ard deier pastures of
western Whitman. e find in this section of Yashington nearly 45,000
cattle and over 58,000 sheep with about 8,0001000 acres of available
pastuwage, good, bad and indifferent, or 141 acres &oeach unit of
stock,

Walla Walla and “hitman counties--“he heavily timbered Blue Mountains
occupy the southern portions of these counties.Bstween the *nake amd
‘ouchet ‘ivers there is lack of water., Beudiédnad %With these
exceptions, Yalla Yalla and Uolum.bia, have good pasturage,but the
rapidly increasing farming interests lmve crowded out free range.

The stock unit in Walla %alla and Columbis cointies has but nineteen
units of pasturage.(Report on Vg tle, bheep and bwine: in production of
Agriculture, Tenth L’ensus, 1880 pp 134-185 of the monograph or PP
1088.)

Extracts from the Report of a Practical
Cattlemsn in Klickitat county.

"My range extends north from the Columbis one hundr d miles , east
and west 125 miles; other herds howsver occupy the sgame range. The

western half of Klickitatcounty is well watered; the eastern half
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above *lder creek, has good feed but scant water except along the
Colmbia river and feed is short near that stream. Yattle cannot
reach the best feed for wvant of water., urazing plants are bunchgrass,
pri cipally, aoso Tye grass and white sage..land is held by premption
and homest:ad entries, and a good deal by first occupation merely,

. ery 1ittle land is purcha sed except for agricultural burposes, but stock-
men respsct e ch other's rightsof range; thatlis, cattlemen do,

Land 1s fasttnbcrmwng pre-empted and h omesteaded for agricultural
purposes. lhis change will #radually drive all cattle from the country;
large bands went out in 1880. The region is overstocked alve0dg b adly;
cattle most numerous., My pange is permanently injured by sheep. Number
o cattle owned January, 1879, 5,000; number of calves branded during
1879 1,725; number of cattle soid during 1879 500, loss 10 per cent
incurred dquring winter. Twelve h@ndPdd thousand five square miles of
free range gove 'nment land; 160 acres of land owned, %1,600;
buildings and fencing(two barns and house and corrals ) %2,000;
eduipment in wagons, harness saddles etec., $500, horses{25 to #60per
head , ¥1,500; total val us of plant, exclusive of cattle #5,600,

"The average composition of a herd of 5,000 just hefore the
goundup was ; bulls 100, average value each, fifteen dollars; cows
2,200, average value each, t welve dollars; steers, three years and
upward, 500, average e ach, twenty dollars; two-year olds, boxkh sexes,
900, average value each, twelve dollars; yearlings 1,300, a verage value
ea h, eight dollars. ®teers are in great demand and hence a small
proportion are held by cattle raisers. One -hglf of the yearlings and
two-year olds are males, They run sonear even thatt many stockmen keep
the tally together and divide by two ; one year with another
it is an even thing. If properly cured for, a herd of cows will bring
seventy-five per cent increases. The number Hepends wholly upon one's

vigilance. Some man will brand more calves than their cows number; othess,

of course, do not get dl 1l their increase branded. “or the whole country
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not over sixty per cent of the calves are raised toyearlings. Iive

men are regularly employed at thirty dollars per month and boa d,
#1,500, and one man at forty dollars a month and board, %480; cost of
regular labor per annum $2,7Z280 . iy men are regular hands and by riding
constantly do all work required, no extra help being necessary.

(Report on Cattle, “heep and wine in Production of Agriculture, fenth
Census 1880, pp 134-135 of the monograph or pp 1088-1089 of the

volume.)

"Ca itle drift by their own instinct from summer to winter ranges;
they reach the winter range about the f irst of “ovember, and leave it
for the summer pasture groudds in May. Ye do not use corrals, except
in early spring, when we sometimes corral a bunch of cows to brand
the calves, but very seldom. e rope calves and brand outside of
a pen usually. ‘e do not feed cattle at any season; we feed twelve
saddle-horses; that is all. We have about seventy-five acres under
fence for paising feed for our saddle-horses in winter, besides &
horse pasture(ibid.)

"Cattle are never rounded up by a regular system on our range. “e
week the same number of men riding the year round and have the same
force or outfit, winter and summer. Ye have a veryrough range, and
in sumrier our cattle go back into the mountains where it is
impossible to find all O®bg®dd of them. "e brand during the sugmjer
whenever we find calves a nd those tha we fail to find during the
sumer we catch in the fall and winter when they come down f pom the
mountain r ange. Owing to the roughness of our country it is not
suitable to round-upe.(ibid)

'"The weight and quality of cattle have inproved by the importation of
Phorthorn bulls is about the same proportion that the ranges ma ve

decreased; if the s tock had not been improved they would have decreased

in weight and quality in the same provortion as the ranges filled up
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and bepan to fail. “horthorn bulls have beenbrought into the cuﬁntry
and renewed of ten. fheir progeny -have helped to improve our common
stock. Shorthorn cattle will be run in small bandsand better taken
care of » funning cattle in large bands in this country is fast getting
to be a thing of the past. Hides are savéd from cattle dying or salted;
beef hides are worth about eighteen cents a pound; murrain hides one-th ird
off. ‘here is no sale for bones. “verage native beef is worth four
vents net weight per pound in Portland, Oregon. The average live
weight of a three-year old steer, range-fed, im best condition
1s 1,200 pourds; net w ight 625 pounds.(ibid.)

"I estimate the a verage percentage of losses among cattle
over an average year to be:"From disease 1 1-2 per cent ; winter
storms five per cent; wild animals one-half per cent; snake bites
one percent; thefts two per cent; poisonous plants 2 per cent; total
loss 12 per cente.

"I estimate the average profit of thecattle busime ss of five years,
say from Yecember 31, 1875 to Januéry 1, 1881, about twenty .
five per cent. About one half are r eturmed for taxatione. *he
proportion of each countydepends much on rates of taxation; if taxes
are one-third of cattle c&rU may be returned and taxed; if medium
one-half, if' low, two-thirds; it depends as elsewhere , largely
upon the verocity of owners (ibid)

Yleport of a Practical “tock Raiser in Yalkima Younty

"My range is on the Yakima river from Yakima Uity to the mouth
of the river, a distance of one hundred miiés, thence down the
Uolumbia river one hundred miles to ColumbE: and embracing all the
country b tween two rivers named in the triangular section described
We do not control individual stock ranges, however all herds ranging
o er the same common territory, as it is impossible to lkeep different

herds of cattle apart.(ibid)
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"Wy range is poorly watered and has a band of scabby sheep at every
watering place. ‘here is a large tract of land north of Umatilla
City, wlere in certain seasons, there is no water; that makes a good
winter and spring range for cattle which subsist on snow for drink and
where sheep never go. (Ibid)

The natural grasses and forage plants are bunch-grass, rye grass,

oose grass, four or five varieties of slough grasses, blue joint,
cane grass, alfilerie, willow, whitesage, rose, greésewood and broqm-
sage besides rushes in wet land.(ibid)

Land isheld by pre-emption and h omestead amd by occupation; none
of our lamls are subject to cash entry; much of the I:rthern Yacific
fgilread land is coccupied and will be purchased from the company
when they offer it for sale, O“iy & small proportion of g overnment
land which is desirable for agriculture, isheld by simple occupation,
as it has been generally surveyed and is subject to entry. fencing
lﬁnd is the only way to exclude others.(ibid)

"Much of our bunch-grass land is proving valuable for wheat
production and is being rapidly taken up amd settled. All arable land
will thus soon be cultivated anc thus end the production of cattle on
the open range.

"The country is badly overstocked. “attle have been most numerous,
but now cattle owners are running from a pestilence, sheep. Our ranges
are permanently injured by sheep; they drive us out and ruin our
ranges and business. ‘hey kill the grass; they poison the s tock water.
There should be a United “tates law confining them to certain limits,
from which they should not encorach upon cattle ranges arm take the
1ife out of the enterprise.(Ibid)

"The composition of a herd of 5,000 just belore the round up was:
IBulls 150f average value each $25; cows 2,000, average value
each w1l2; steers three years and upward 370, average value sach

¥17; two year olds,both sexes, eleven hundred, average value aach
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»wl2; yearlings, 1,400, average value each ?7.
- The above prices are f or castle sold in large bands. One-half the
yearlings and two-year olds are steers. fbout 800 Quabrdbgogad 72
per cent of the cowswlll dropcalves,

"Since 1867 when I embarked in the cattle business T have never
had a count on my herd. #fter getting my herd up to 2,000 head I
have endeavored to hold it to about that number, buying and selling
each year. %11 yparchases have been within the territory, and all
sales haw been made to parties beyond the territory. My answers are
therefore approximate. Number of cattle owned January, 1879,

2,300; cattle bought during 1879 , 900, number of cattle owned
January 1880 about 2,000.(ibid)

"A general statement based on my business would be for example,
an investiment of ¥50,000 1in'5,000 cattle and suppose them to
occupy the range where my herd is. ‘here are 5,000 square miles of
free-range government land; three hundred afres of land owned worth
w5,000; buildings and fencing, including corrals in diff'erent parts
of the range $1,200; horses for handling cattle %1,600; brood mares
and stallion for breeding horses ﬁsed in business ¥1,500; total
estimated value of plant #11,800 -

"We expect to brand abm}t 8ixty six per cent of calves, 1.6 on the
whole number of cows in our herd including, two year old heifers,

I pay four men at $40 per month and board, twenty dollars per
month $2,880; one man at _O a month ard b oard %20 a month. :ost aof
regular labor per annum Q69 935,840, Ten.ﬁen extra when sales are
made , to help round up, fo mO0 one month $1.50 per day and b oard
$450; ten men extra when cattle are fed in winter for one month,
perhaps sdme seasons, at {150 and ba rd $450; total cost of extra
labor $900 per annume.

"No changes are made at pre sent for summer and winter grazing.
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Cur cattle us d to be driven to the upper part of Yakima for
summer grazing but nowtbo many 'pilgrims' and Ygrangers! have
settled in that country. Our cattle are corralled when the calves
are branded and some cat tlemen wean their calves. “attle are also
penned to count and counterbrand them when a sale occurs.,
"Some‘parties brepare hay for feeding in winter; many do not.
Thos e who do not have hitherto lost as few cattle as those who do. But
now the rangeis too short to make it safe to own cattle without a ton of
hay to every cow. Sreers will live in an ordinary winter. Hay out is
now cut outside of inclosures and will cost, not including interest
@ value of ranch ¥3 per ton, ie will-grass hay. (ibid)
ft4f there is plenty' of browse-feed in the inclosures where we put
‘weak cows in winter, we would fecd to one hundred cws about five h.u.ndred
pounds of hay a day, usually we feed tothis n umber one thousand
pounds .
"We have hhree hundred acres of neadow fenced, 150 a res of which
is cut with a mowing machine and yields commonly one and one-half
tons of wild gr:ss hay to thea cre. As we are not compelled to feed
every winter, our stock of hay accumulates and we are thus enabled
when it is ne cessary to feed a large herd of cattle. But the great
difficulty in this sort of -provisidn is the impossibility of getting
our stock to the hay when a lmrd winter comes, owing to deep=-crusted
snows which prevent stock fpom being driven far. Many stock-rgisers
have claimed,t erefore with much correctness, that their loss during
an occgsional hard winter will not reach the great expense of
maintaining a hay ranch and especiallyas they are liable toloss in any
case from the probability of b eing unable to collect their cattle to
feed theme.
*"The work of branding begins the first of llay when an outfit of a dozen

‘men starts out with a wagon and cook, and campnear some corral on
b4

the range. “he surronnding country isr idden over and a 1l stock
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handled and calves branded within reach, the branding pen bei ng used to
corral cows and calves in. “fte working all the range within reach
the outfit and wagon go on to another corral, ten or twenty miles
distant, and proceed to handle all the stock in th& neighborhood .

Thus they go through the range where, at different points convenient to
favorite pasture grounds of cattle and té'good water, corrals have
been located for branding. Many calves are necessarily missed a ndvien
'toese leave their mothers, =or are weaned naturally, they are called
'slick-ears' 'sleepers' or 'mavericks' and belong to any cattleman
who can get his brand on them. In the spring men go out
'slick-earing' with lassos and brionding irons on their saddles and
secure such calves, %he.animals are roped and theiron put on, having
been heated over a fire of sage-brush or cow-chips. fhis sort of
business has proved themost profitable branch of the enterprise to
some cattle raisers as they brand m.ore walves than their cows mother

"enile quality is much improved, weighis and values I ve much
drepreciated, owing to short range and surplus of supply over demand,
“attle used to sell for %40 but now they sell by the herd at ¥10,
Improvement in quality ha s occurred by the importation of shorthorn
bulls and cows. “tock will be improved by shortigorn bQRD blood; but
improvement of cattle with us doesnot seem to paye.

"Hides of slaughtered cattle are saved. Cattle that die of
disease, old age, etce. are skinned, if found, but hides do not pay
for the labor. Beef hides are worth fifteen cents at ‘he Palles,
Oregon. “ones are not utilized. Beerf brings an average of two

cents gross in The Dalles and Portland, Ore, the only markets for
our section. One thousand one hundred pounds is average live weight of
a three year old range-bred steer; six hundred pounds net weight.

"In an average year estimated loss from disease, none before
1880, but this year 2 per cent from winter and spring storms,

10 per cent from thefts, 2 per cent fram poisonous weeds, 2 per cent
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total loss 16 per cent,.

In many instances men have lost large sums of money in this
business; in other cases cattle-raisers have cleared wthirty three
per cent profits in five years. ®bout sixty ver cent of cattle in
tetitory are taxed.
| The estimat=d average value of “ashington cattle in 1880 was:
Bulls $28; cw s ¥12.50; three-year-old steers, "19; two-year-old
Ba®12,.50; yearlings ¥7.75; calves ¥4,75; beeves {22.

(Tbidesp 137 of the monograph or p 1091 of the volume.



sTockraising in Whitman County,

“inlock, %ash.

¥r. J. Orin Oliphant,
Cheney, Washe
‘:ear. Mre Oliphants

Your 1ette: asking me to glve a histary of the livestock industry of
hitman county in tie late seventies and early eightles came some
time agoe It is drawing & lonw bow on memory to do so with accuracy
ves.(Letter from John C. ILawrence to J.O. Oliphant in possession of
the author)

Fortuma tely S.W. Crumbaker of E'olfax was &t my homée when your
letter came. He was & pimecer and s tock raiser with a large acqualntance
in the late s venties as well as later and gave me a good deal of helps
I then wrote to Colonel Duling of Yarfield who came with his brother
Joe in 1880 and was for many years active in raising and handling
ell kimis of stock, particularly cattle and hogse He added & good
many names to the list I have. '

Since then I have recalled a number of names, so that, while not yet
complete, I have a list of about all of t he principal stockmen of
that period.

You must remerber that Whitman county at that time included
both Adams and Franklin counties. Consequently & history of the
stoclamen Wwill include the three counties. To better understand
the territor I will give you the principal localities occupied by
the stockmen of t hat daye.

The eastern part of the county along theb ase of the Coeur 4!
43¢ne mountains, with its heavy black soil, was the choice for
faminge Consequently there were few large holdings of stock in
that locality, owing to the land beingoccupied by settlers. In the
southern part along the breakf of Snake river and extending to the -

Columbie the s tock business was active fran an early day. *his was true
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along Unlon Flatfrom Pullman to the Palouse river near the present
town of Lagrosse. #1kali Flat, intermediste between “nake River am
Union ¥iat and exténding down to Texas Ferry, now Texas City, was
regarded in tle early days as fit only for s tock raising. The Rock
Take district,with the so-calded cove of Palouse or Palouse
Cove, with Pleasant Valley lying between it and the Palouse river,
comprised with the other localities mamed the -Palouse country.

Farther to the west and narth lay the Cow Creek country, Srab
creek and the region about Kahlotus lake and beyond to the lower Snake
river constituted a vast expanse of stock country., No ors atthat time
thought that any portion ofthis area would ever be farmed. Perhaps much
of 1t had better have remained untouched by plow,

Alkali ji"lat, UnionFlat, Rebel “lat and all of the country lying to
the east asf ar as the mountains has becoms a land of farm homes
with orchards, fields and dairies. Its wheat fields constitute one
of the world's areas of high production not only int he yield per
acre but in the total annual yield. Yhe pioneers had properly judged
this land as to its future velue far grain production. They had
underestimated thevalue of much of thewsstern portion of the country,
especially the western part of the present Yhitman county. My remarks
in the preciding paragraph refer more particulary to a part of Adams
and Franklin counties,

In the retrospect ofnearly 50 years I find the cattle indus.try
predominat d in theearly days. I will not a tempt to give the names
of the cattlemen in the order of the importance in the size of the herds
but rather by localities as they occur to me, In the eastern part of
the county S.J. Trent, fourder of “arfield, had & berd  of dsiry
cow-s where he was engaged in making cheese. This herd he afterward
sold to tip® John SPishop of Dry Creek,near Steptoe Butte. John had
Belected his horestead near the butte with the belief that there would

always be open range for the bon the butte. However & few years later
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tCashup! Pavis s living on ti®» opposite side of the butte, bought all
the land comprising that landmark end , fencing it in, of course
shut out all other stock,

James McCoy, founder of Oakesdale, was a cattle ra iser, Peter Proff
of near Rosalia was & stock raiser, including cattle. N.L. Strange of
Pine Creek, “sorge Mc%ueen near farmingtm, later on “1lliam
Powers of Yalouse, an early day merchant there who ran cattle in
Palouse Cove, Pierson of rear Four Mile, north of Kamiac Butte,
Burnham near Pyllman, Neil Stewart of Puyllman, “harley Johnson at the hd
head of Penawawa, ¥“illiam McNeeley of Union Flat, "illiam Stimson .
further down the flat,%haling bra hers, 41 Hooper, £#1 Fudge of lovyer
Union Flat, Yilliem Huntley of Endicott and Iillis F. Smith
&fterward thewheat king of the county,Jennings of Pleasant Valley,

Dr. Baker and McCauslendnear the head of that valley, J.D. Bassett of
the Washtupcna country, H., Henderson o BRock Laké, Jame s "armouth of
Rebel ¥lat, Louls Nease aml "Portuguese Joe" of Cow Cr ek, D.M, Drume
heller of Crab cCroek with Samuel Blythe who;e cattle roamed over a
wide range~--all of these constituted the b 1g early day cattlemen,

Some of them continued the ir herds until camparatively recent years,

Most of thescnames are fam liar to the old settlers. Few will
recall all of them.S ane are only a memory. Stories :gg%lﬁaom written
about them , tales of gadventure and romance. Ssmuel Plythe, now
living on the Methow, fa from the scenes of his early day experience
was known as the "Duke of Crab Creek.' His appearance bore out BOS
this designati on. It wasz not untii years later that it became known that

he was in reality an Bnglish lord, entitled to sit in parliament in his
own right, a privilege of which it 1s said he took advantage on some
of his periodical visits to Englande (1ibid)

the early day hpsemen were fewer but still constituted a respectable

number, some ofwhom were prominent in the politiceal history of the

county. S.J. Crutcher of Pine City, later of *osalia, & horseman, was &
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member of the :erritorial legislature & nd atthor of the first barbed
wire fence law. It spccified what constituted a lawful barbed wire
fence. :"his was at the time the so-called herd laws were under
discussion, i1t being & que stion whe ther the grain farmers should be
compelled to fence to keep the stock out or whether the stock owner
should herd his stock or otherwise to keep them out of the grain fields,

At this time Whitman occupled & very important position in Territorial

politics, George C'omeg'ys, & stoclkman of the early days, was speaker

of the house and H.F. Stratton, & merchant of ‘Farmington, was president

ofthe countil, the upper house which corresponded to the present senate.
Dr, Simpson of %arfield was an early day horse breeder., frank

Donahue at the south of the gulch bearing his name, a short distance

south of I{osn:llia, a breeder of Roan :Opper t"oti:oms, William(Bill)

“astersm, north o Pine city, later killed in the o0ld Pacific hotel

in Spokans while interfering with an officer who had his son-in-law

under arrest; Hdgar “Torrance,whhse horses wers on Downing %ulch, Staley

Brothers of Uniontown and Pullman, Ste John of Pleasant Valley, who
founded the town o that name, B.R. Ostrander who lived above St,
Johns , Frank Pabcock of Rock iake, Ir. Bunnell of C;lfax, James Milne
near Steptoe and a neighbor of Comegys, Mansfield Brothers ofnear
Endicott, ‘:rissman of “1kali Flat, John Tabor of Hwartsville--all

of thesemmade up the lafger part of the 1ist of pioneer hpsemen,

4 good many had both horses andcattle and it 18 & 1ittle difficult
formen at this time to give a clear line of demarcation. Draper and
Stevenson of near Elberton were Ploneers who had both horses and
cattle, Many othersmerged their stock ralsing into grain farminge

‘here were scarcely more than half a dozen sheep raisers in the
eafly days.As the settlers came in the sheep raiserz were ths first
of the stockmen to be crowded out, as the :ssettlers always objected
to sheep. The first of the sheepmen ceme up fram the “alia "alls

country, among them Phil Coz and brother. Phil remained in the
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country untll his death and became a leading hors: breeder ags well as
grain farmer, ths latter &s the country in the locality of Hay, which ws
near his home, changed from the s tock reising to grain farming.
“illiamlee,whom I first lmew when he had sheep on Downing Gulch in
179 was afterward elected a county commissioner and for a long time
prior to his death l1ived on “ebel Fiat. Yeorge and ®11is Smith were
plonee sheepmen as well as fruit growvers at Penawawa, J.S Copley of
fimota was a Ssheep raliser ws well as a member oftie legislature in the
;erritorial deys o John Harper and his brothers, Milt and Bill, of Union
x"lat, were prominent sheepmen. _bradley Brothers of Pleasant ;alley,
who sold out to teorge Howard, as I remember and Henry T. Traubmade up
the remairnder of the sheepmen of prominence. There were others with
smaller holdings as 1n the case of cattle ani horses. Y.C. Mansfield
of Mensfield brothers, horseman, later turned his atfention to sheep
ralsing which he continues to the present time in the Yakima valley,
Bands of sheep passing through V¥olfax in the earlyd ays were not
uncommon &s theywere being driven to the summer rang in the mountains

bntatke river,

a returned to the winter qua ters along
“hile 1t wduld seam that stockraising in Whitman county passed away
with the pionsers I am under hthe fmpression thatthe census of
horses armd cattle, if not of sheep, would exceed in the aggregate the
herds and droves of the early dayse Uertainly there are more hogs,
Hogs could not be grown on bunch grass as other livestock,
The cam&s of the early day didaffard a ploneer hog feed. :he region

about Moscow was noted for t he growlh of camasand for this reason was

known as "Hog Heavene e....John C. Lawrence.
' o
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J.osses aof Stock

4 gpecial carrespordent writing to the Oregonian from “""he Dalles

sayss ‘o

“inter is still with us, Imving taken a very bad relapse five days
since, changing in a short time from a chinook to a raw east wind
with snow amdl a severs freezeOup closing tin e iver fA6d0d tfxe s econd
night and chasing the thermometer down to degrees below zero,

Whilst the loss of stock before has been considerable the last five dgys
have killed mare than dll before. In same places it has completely wiped
out largeherds. It has been more severe in the adjoining countries than
in Yasco and Sherman, a s theyare more agricultural, having more
hay and straw with smaller herds and therefore havebeenable to pull
through in better shape. Mre. frazier fromWillow Creek in Crook county
states that on Willow and Bay creeks m st of the s tockmen had feed and
their losses were not heavye. "fhe Van Houghtons had lost few out of their
20,000 sheep,but Mre Hill, on “ay and “rout creeks, hed lost four
hundred head of cattle out of one thousand. T‘he heaviest losses were on
the 088 Ochoco amd Crooked rivers and the desert beyond Prinville
where theare are but few animals left. Brown Brothers lost nearly the
whole of their 15,000 sheep, Finlayson lost 6,000 and others nearly or
all they had. EOrses fared not so badly as theyare better #rustl.ers"
and will beat back onto higher ground, where there is more érass and the
hillse. It ishard to account for the heavy loss out on t he desert
as there is no stock there in the summer so that the grass attains
a good height aml there is an at ®8A0 abundance of chapparal which
the snow does not cover and whichis good browsing--uniess it is for
the want of water.,T his is the probable cause of largslosses where
the have fed stock as in the Klickitat where some have lost half their
cattle to which tley have been feeding hay and straw. Henry Blackman
mayor ofHeppner who was in town yesterday states that the thermometer

thare onthe mrning of the 25th registered 17 below zero and that the
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horses up to this weekwere light but were Increasing fast now,
Vhen the heavy snow went off stock were turned out on the green
frosted grass,. j‘his last ccld snap coming on, with a few inches of
snow and feed scarce, in t heir weak cordition they chill and perish
in large numbers,

Ye orgeThompson who has Just returred from his stock ranch on the
Weiser in Idaho says his stock is doing finely. He has not lest & hoof
so far. Having plentl of hay gathered up-his stock and began to feed
before they got weak, as he says it takes less to feed an animal in
flesh than to keep them alive :when onc downe. In this Khere is more
truth than many giv e credlt for. He says, however, the loss through

that section 18 somewhat awful and north of there it 1s worse and
that W, Bigham ha s lost 1,000 head of horses on crab creek in
fiashington and that Drumheller and Parker, large cattle owers on Crab
creek have been completely cleaned out. How long will it be before man
will learn that 1t is to their interest and more humane to have only as
many animals as they canteke care of and tave them of a better quality®
It is & pitiful sight to see the helpless dumb brutes 4 1 pinched '
up with the cold moaning and wandering around in the snow dying
from hungere (Cheney Enterprise March 6, 1890)

A Batte For Hay

Ritzville, Yeb. 26.4 Bloody battle was fought this morning near the
f"lythe ranch seventymiles west of here in¥ouglas county ,six
participating in the fray. Four were founded,two fatally and twoh ave
slight wounds. The fight was over the ownership of a stack containing a
few tons of timothy hay. It seems that Blythe had purchased the hay
and held a bill of sale. the Wilson Prothers also claimed the stack and
were determined to h old it. Both sides armed themselves and s tarted
,for the scene of the killing, eachdstermined to hold possession.
4rriving, the battle cammenced. L.G. Wilson was shot through the
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chest, it is suppésed fatally. Virgil his brother was shot through
theb ack

Dick Carlick and Dutch Ben, theemployees of the Slythe ranch, were
shot 1n the shoulder and stomach respectlvely, but the wounds are not
considered fatal,

After the revolvers were émptied, they were used as clubs, ard their
Strokes could be heard quite a distance (Cheney Enterprise
March 6, 1890,)

The Day and Rothrock Cattle company began business in a modest way,

The money invested came from the Hercules mine located in the “oeur
d'Alene district. I the early days Mr. othrock owned & butcher |
business at Wallace near the Hercules mine. He investdéga his earnings
in the mine and inthe course of time his inve ment increased greatly in
valye. Later MNr, Yay, ore of the partners in the mine,joined with Mr.
“Othrocic and invested in W ashigton Lands. :hey became sheep raisers and
Nr. Rothrock ®till continues this branch of the industry.

“bout 1913 the Shorthorn herd was founded,chiefly by purchases made at
public salesin the Northwest. “he practice has been continued and
meny valuable animalsh as, in thl s way, been added to the herd.

Mr. Rothrock was the stockman of the firm and he had an innate desire to
grow purebred cattle. Wh ile engaged in sheep radsing he handled stesrs
but soon after embarked in fullblooded stoclk. By the records

that the herd lasmade in the Northwest wne would get the irpression
that the herd of *ockrock shorthorns was one ofthe oldest in the
Northwest, whereas it is one o the more recentherds.(F.D. Tomson, "Story
of Herd Byilding in the NOrthWest,; “reeders Gazette, 1923, #pril,

;he Hercules ranch was 1ocated n ear ‘"prague, Wash and is named after
the Hercules mine. *he stock is also known as the Hercules herd, due
probebly to a sense o gratitide which the owners felt toward the
rich silver-lead mine where tie money was obtained to start in the stock

business. The manch produces enocugh alfalfa to maintain the herd. Mp. &
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Kothrock purchased Gainford Perfection as part o his foundation
stock. Other bulls have been added and a npmber of show winnings
have been made in the Ngrthwest. Yhe quest for females s
been tireless. Importations have been made from Mﬁntana and Minnesota.
the champion at the 1919 National Shorthorn congress in Chicago aml the
highe st priced animal inthe sale atthat time came from the Hercules
herdecss.

The “ni-bape a-gar Farms in Missouri purchased the yearling
bull, grand chiampion of the Pacific Internati onal for t wo thousand
dollars. ‘he “ashingtons tate college honored Mr. R sthrock by an
official recognition of his constructive relation tobstter stock
improvemente

An arid livestock ranch 1s located in the Kitti as valley and
is omed by ex-senator J.H. Smithson of Eillensburg. Of course
all livestock owners are seeking the breed best adapted to
1 ocat conditions and one that will prodwe the most profit. ‘heir
Her efords and Sharthorns are good amd both have won an enviable
reputation but the question arises as to whether theyare the ideal
butcher's beast. It would be safe to say that the “berdeen Angus is
the butcher's ideal ani-al and 0.V. Battles swoars by all the cattle
gods that ths Angus is also an ideal range beast and can give a first
class account of himself on any range and under any range corditions.
ihe owner of th s particular herd of 800 to 1,000 imDO head
imported fram Scotland in 1897 18 purebred Angus cows. Most of the
cattlemen then sneered at the purebred stock. He sold his scrub
cattle and shipped in a fullblood Angus bull and b egain raising Angusa
alone. “#fter forty years of handlin cattle under all kirds of
c mditions he declares that tie “ngus a re themost profitabie range
cattle for that district of any other district where good beef is
raised at a profit., Angus cattle are raised cheaply and mat ure early and

the butchers want them because they beat the others on the block,
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Fe) s Mar_'ch 1 separate herds of steers mmdc @ s Bre turnsd out on
bunchgrass ranges. O; June 1 bulls are 'put in with te cows
and removed Yecembser 1 in order tohave no winter calves. Calves are
branded at six months of agg. On June 1 the cattle are put in the
forest reserve.

Breeding cows are kept separate in a fenced pasture on tle reserve. Te
steers are put on alfalfa pasture for thirdy days beginning Ocbooer
1 and then put in the feed lot and fed silage, chopped alfalfa hay
a whole corn for t hirty to sixty days and sold before Christmas.

In the f all the calves are put on pasture and seldom fed more than
sixty days during the winter. *he ces are brought in fram the reserve
when the snow gets too deep for them and put on the foothills to
ragtle until Nowember and are brought in to feed a bout January 1
Thegy are fed straight hay ; a@bout twenty pounds to the head and
plenty of straw and turned out the nextMarch,.

The 4berdeen #ngus are known as Doddies.

Stock Laws of “ashington Territory
"Any person finding an animal inside of his enclosure or
angone which breaks into the same, shall, if he attempts to
exercise any control or possession of s aid animal post said animal as an
estray and 1f the owner 1s known notify the said owner; and any
person f finding an animal known tooe an estray on land owned by iim
may within t hreemoths take up the s ame as ane stray and in case person
shall find any an mal which neyuired feed to preserve life,he may take
the same up as m estray at any time(T.F. McE roy, Sia tutes of
'_Lerritory of “ahington, Olympia 1865, Section 1, pp28-29,)
“11 stockt that may remain in any county for thirty days shall be
liable to taxation. “he sheriff shall assess said stock and if the
owners are not known, the sherift shdl 1l post three notices describing
the stock mad the taxes due. “fter having waited thirty days the
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the sheriff shall sell to the highest bidder 8o much of the stock as
will pay taxes.(McElroy, 1867 “Section 1, p 142)

4ny person or persons who own any vicious or dangsrous cattle
shall be fined not less than five dollars nor ma e than fifty dollars
unless the animal is properly fenced and the phblic properly protected.
(Haws of Washington ‘erritory,Section 1, p 400

4ny person bringing into territory any ca ttle known tobe infected by
a contagious or infectious disease shall be subject to a fine of not
less than fif ty dollars nor mare than five humired dollars for each
offensee.

“*he fences specified in the territarial laws @BAD1 had tobe five
feet high and so canstructed as to prevent animals from breaking
through. If, however, the animals did break through, the owner was
held responsible far all damage done .

4ny person defacing brands shall be ligble to not more than
five nor less than one year in the penitentiary. Anyone buying,
Inowing the property to be stolen, e;n animal shall be liable to not
mare than four nor less than o year imprisomment and to ne fined not
more than five hundred dollars nor less than one hundred dollars,

any person who shall falsely assist or deface a brand shall,
up&q conviction, bé liable to not moe than fourteen nor less t han
one year in the ‘penitentiary amd be liable to a five thousand dollar
fine,

Any pe - son bringing into this territory knowingly an animal having
- the ghander shall, upon conviction, kRO@IN be fined one thousand
dollars or one year imprisomment, or both.

4ny person hunting for stray stock shall drive the herd in
which they find the ir said estray ihto the nearest corral and thers
semarate their estray by removing it fram the corral, cefore turning
the herd at large. “nyone found guilty 60 for not cauplying with
tle se rules shdl be fined ¥%100.
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411 cattle driven into "ashington tarritor-y, or driven t hrough the
territory to a distant market shall be assessed as persmsal
property in any county where fournd; nwner not liable to t axation in
more than one county in thse territory.

dny person bringing into the territory any Texas cattle or any cattle
infected with ®panish ‘ever shallbe guillty of a misdemeanor and liable
to twenty months imprisonment or a fine of five hundred dollars. If
found guilty his bail shall not be more than $5,000,

f#ny person defacing the mark or brand on neat cattle with
in'lﬁent to steal, shall, upm comwiction, be imprisomed not more
than five yearsnor less than one ysar or be imprisonsd in the count'y
jail not e xceeding one year,

Every person sho shall cruelly beat his ox, overdrive, overledd
or torment the same, shall, upon conviction, be fined the sum not
‘exceeding "'_".’500.

If the taker-up of estray oattle shall convert the same to his own
use befare the title shall be invested in him} acco ding to law,
or 1f he shall violate the law regulating the taking up of estrays,
he shall be fined any sum not exceeding $500 and not less than double
the value of such propertye.

dny person maingaining in good repair around hs enclosure any fence
may recover in suit for treapass from the owner of any animal Which
shall break through such fence, in full for all damages done
on account of tre:sspass; the animal may be held for securlty for
payment of damage donee.

Anyone about whose premises anf estray maybe at large may take
up the same and post within ten days three notices of the same, giving
a correct descrpition ofthe brands, etec. If before the expiration
of ten days, theowner shall prove estray tobe his,he shall pay two
dollars for notices and pay for feed of animsl before removal of

same. If, at the expiration of ten days no one shall havemade claim to

-
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aninal he shall deliver the same to the nearest Justice of the peace
and recsive ?1.10 for each mile travelsd in such se:rvice. Ir, at the end

of thirty days no claim is made,the animal shall be sold at auction,
No estray shall be taken up fram April 15 to December 15.
4ny person owning cattle in Klickitat, Yakima, Stevens s "hitmen,
Walla Walla am Columbia counties shall keep & brand different from t he
brand of hks neighbors. ®“very person shall record his brand with the
county r@@6vdn recorder cut upon a plece of leather and his brand
burned upon the same, and the place on the animal, the brand is tobe
used. On trial of amy action involving ownership of any animal, a copy
of the bramd made by tpe audltor shall be considered prima facie
evidence as to the r ight owner ship. '_‘he hides of all cattle slaughtered
shallbe kept for twenty days and they shall be shown to efeadd
anjgone who may desire to see the same within that per iod.
f#ny person letting adtock run loose shallbs n eld accountable for
all damages sald stock may commit upon cultivated land...
e+.The railroads of "ashington :‘erritory shall be liable to the
owners of all livestock for the full value of all livestock killed
or mailmed by passing trains, unless said railroad shall be enclosed
with a lawful fenceees
A lawful barbed-wire fence shall consist of posts mtma e
than thirty feet apart with thres wires str tched and fastened to the
posts. ‘he first wire shallbe t wenty-two inches fromthe ground;
the second thirty-four in-ches; and the third forty-eight inches from
the g round. Four light strips or poles shall be fastened perpendicularly
to the wires hetween the posts. “ny person building ormainta ining a
bared wire fence shall keep the same in repair. I, upon five days
notice , that owner 's fence is down, the owner shd 1 neglect to repair
sald fence, he shall beliable to a fine ofnot less than §10

aor more then fifty dollars..

"No mark or b rand shall be considered lawful unless recorded.
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No two residents of the same county shall use the same marks or
brands.The person having first recorded his mark or brand shall
have the preference.

eccone

I],j 1895 by anact of legislature, a commission was appointed to encourage
the livestock industry in t he s tates It was inveated with autharity to
regulate the bramding and the shipping of cattle and to punish
with a fine or imprisomment the stealing of animals. It also had
authority to appeint stock Inspectors and to levy t axes on stock,

It required all butchers who were slaughtering cattle to keep a
correct recard of all marks and b rands of slaughterd cattle with
the nams, address and date of purchase of the one who sold said
stock. 411 butchers wererqquired to pay a license of ¥10 to comduct
busimess.

Ir pvovided the :nlawful branding of calves between‘:ecembe,r and
“pril following, except by the owner. Any person violating any of
fhe above was gullty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine ofnot less
than fifty dollars and mot more than five hundred dollars, or
incarcerated in the county jail for not isss than one month nor more
than six months A1l moneys collected wer to be paid into the general
school fund,

Any person who for amusement or otherwise shall cause to fight

any bull or other animal, or amny person who shall permit the

same on any premises under his charge, or any person who shall

be present at any such meetings as a spectator,shall be guilty

of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not less than $150 or to
imprisonment in the county jall of not more than sixty days or both.

It shall be unlawful for any kind or character of 1lvestock to
run at large in any county in this state in which tirese-fourths of the
lands outside of the incorporated citiesand towns are under fence,

or any of such cainty three fourths of which is under fenwm , when



62

such portion 1s separa ted from the balance of said county by any
natural barrier such as rivers, range of hills, or any other sufficient
barrier; Provided,tmm twhere more than one-fourth of any district is
used for grazing cattle or lorses on the public domain or on
unfenced lands , such districts shallbe excluded from the

peration of this acte....Any stock found at large in any county when
three-fourths of the land outside of Incporgpbrated cities and

' towns is under fence shall te treated as estrays and s hall be taken
up at any time of the year. Anyone violating this act shallbe

gullty of a misdemeanor a nd subject to be fined not less than %25
nor more than 100 for each offense. (Ibid)

Every railroad before the end of 1907 shall cause to be cors tructed
on each side of the right-of-way a substantial fence and a t each
crossing a cattle guard. :‘he railroad company shall hot be held
ilable for stock killed when such fencesand c rossings shall have been
duly made and kept in good repair.

:‘ny person owning orhaving in custody any vicious animal and allowing
the same to escape or run at large, shall be gullty of a misdemeanor;
and any person may be lawfully entit®d to kill such animal to
;protect his safety.(Laws of Yashin ton State 1907 and 1908 )
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