Whi’cs biuffs

White Bluffs, Dec. 5-1908-Citizens of White §1uffs are

considering the advisability of incorporatione The desire

to make its debut d4s a manicipality of the fourth class is

strong anl White Biuffs is filled with c onsiderable lionest

pride at being able at the tender age of 14 months to boast of the
necessary population of 300 to 400,

3 & city of the faurth class “hite Bluffs epeople see the way
toc ertain municipal improvements and & certain amount of
prestige. Development in this part of the wval ey a8 been
rapid, but “hite “I1uf fs would be the first city. Incorporation, its
opponents argue, would al so mean certain expenses and taxes now
avolded and the ad antages afd d@sdadg disadvantages are being
carefully considered. The plan has had much informal

discussion and will probably come to an issue in the near future,



White Bluffs~Kdnnewick

"hite Bluffs, Juhe 14,1909=The "hite Bluffs and Columbia fiber
Telephone coe has completed its line from White “luffs to Kennewiok
F.M, Well, president of the company has signed the contract ami
sent 1t to the Pacific States ‘elephone company at "alla “alla

for signature and when this is dom the line will be in

operatian. "‘"hrough the canpany the subs cribers onthe White “iluffs line
are put int o commuication with all telephone lines and can talk to
Chicago as easily es Kennewick or Hanford,

‘the capital was almost entirely sup.lied by “hite ;luffa and
the iline under the dimdction of the "hite Pluffs men, was built.
It 1s 45 mlles long and runs down the west bank of the
Colﬁmbia from wWhite Bluffs to panford, thence toRichland amd
from "ichland to Kennewick,

This last stretch is seven miles aml there was a telephone
line between the two towns butthe "hite Biluffs company
continued to Kennewick, giving a through line to the sentral
stations Shere and in Yusco.--The Yakima Herald, June ¥, 1909,



Land Settlement-White Bluffs

Using a steam launch, rallroad train and an sutamobile in
relays ten claimants for g overmment land inthe “olumbia river
country rushed with all speed to North ¥akima Monday only to
to find that rival climants had reached lere shesd of them
aml were in line atthe local land office waiting t make entry on
thelr claims,

This places the s ecord party in the position of can testants for the
land. _

':he party wasmede up ofH.H, Thomas, #, Moen, W.A , Hawes, Max
J Priebe, A. Boag, "111 Farley, Vernon amning, Dr. W.W.
Sghwabland and A.R., Byers,

The story of the wild race to North Yakima from th White Siluffs
country on the Col mbis river excells in interest most of the
rushes common at govermment laxi o@fAopenings.

Wien the White Bluffs country wes thrown open for settlement
& few weeks ago there were four claimants for nearly every piece
of land. = he law rules that he first climant tomake entry & the
landooffice 18 considered ther ightful claimants with all other
entrymen as ¢ onte ctants,

Those whomde up the party of 10 rushed here early Tuesday mornig
were settledupon land by F.M. Weil, They s tarted framn YhiteBiuffa
shortly before noon M;nday,several hours before the first
climants had set aut f@ North Yakima, Realizing that they
vould not hope tobeat thelr rivals tot his city overland they
pressed into service a steam launch belonging to one of t he
party, tied a row boat behind so as to accommodate the entire
party and set out down the Columbiariver for Kennewick in the
hope of getting train N, 5a& t that point for North Yakima which



2
would bring them to this city inthe lead & their rivals.
the race against the N rthern Pacifick however, was in
vain as they reached Ke newick just five minutes after Nge
6 had gone through, This forced them to wait in Kennewick
until Noe 16 Monda night which they boarded and reached here at 2310
a.n, MOAAGYA :uesday. St111 hoping against hope thqt they might
beat their rivals to i1t, the Well claimants were determined
not to lose a minute of time a nd wireda head toNgrth Yakime for
an automobile tomeet them et the train here towhirl them the two
blocks to the land office in th Miller building.
"'"he automobile was at the depot when Nf. 15 arrived and
8 carcely waiting for the train to stop the 10 claimants plled in
the auto in a w1d ride to the Miller building. Lhey
dashed up the five flights of stairs tothe land office with
ths agllity of somany school boys only to find tlmt the ir rivals had
reached here & short time before amd has taken the ir stand at the
d oor o the laxd office,
In the Weil party were teo other claimants, She man Perry and
Mrs, “islsr, On arriving a t t he depot here they dld not take the
auto but walked to the Miller building. 0, findin so many ahead
of them Myp. Perry ami Mrs, “:'.’Lsher became discowaged ami made no
effort to make entry on their respective claims--The Yakima
Hepald, Oct, 6, 1909,



White Bluffs

White Bluffs wants to get in on the proposed cheap power
project outlined to the c¢city commission 10 days ago by
officials. ef the Ijter-Mountain Cornstruction and Electric
company of Seattle. Mayor William B. Dudley received a wire yesterg
from the W,ite Bluffs "power users committee" announcing a
determinathon to cooperate and asking advice as to what plans .
are taken heare to further the project. -

A committee of Wnhite Bluffs e¢itiaens is forming to push
the development, the .telegram stated. It was signed by
R.R. Woods, M.S. Branick, Ira C. Hawley, C.A Whitney, F.J. Bonn,
J.C. Schuster, R.B. Barge and L. Andrew Codding.

S4nce the conference with the Seattle party the city
commission has done nothing more toward investigating the
project and does not expect to take any action until more
datalls are available and the plan takes more material shape,
Mayor Dudley said today.

The propowed power plant that would be located in Glade
éanyon and would be capable of turning out 130,000
horse power elect®ic energy and the same water running its
furbines wolhdOBed0dadsdlbdd would irrigate & 300,000
acres of H rseheaven land, the officials @aid. Power could be laid
éown at Yakima for 1/2 cent per kilowatt hour it was said--The
Yakima Republie, October 31, 192k,



white Bluifs

Land eptlement

Olympia, “an 10=-D.A. Scott, director of the s tate department

of conservation and development today announced that the

White Pluffs-Hanford laml settlemtn project would be thrown

open to other than former soldiers with ex-service men being given

the prefersnce in t'e arder of application. Mr,. Scott's action
followed a request that the project be opendd to the public
received yesterday fran the executive committee of the Wigshing ton
state American Legion. Thir ty-nine t racts are ready for o cupancy
when ap lications are apyroved, Mr. Scott said.

Buildings have been completed, wells dug and electric pumps
hgve been installed upon 99 tracts but settlers, all former
soldiers have tals.en up land on 60 of the 99 tracts in addition

about 20 &racts have been cleared, leveled and seeded to rye, lNr.

Pcott announced--The Yakima “epw..blic, Pgturday, January 10, 1925,



White Bluffs

Avoee is a brigadé of genuine cow crunty veterans. All of them are settle
on the state's soldier project at zhite Bluffs, Hanford, and all
havzz?gmlified as milk farmers under the soldier 's cow bill, passed by
the last legislature,

E&ery Legionnaire anc Spanish American War veteran in the northwest
will during the coming week receive a pagphlet tellin of the White Bluffs-
Hanford soldier settlement and about the plans for its development

It is desired to peorle the second unit of the‘project s, Now ready for 4
develbpment, entirely with with veterans by Sepltember 1. A contract has just
been let for the con truction of 35 sets of buildings on the extension
of the project and an equal number of wells has been dug,
machinery installed and everything rrepared for selection by the settler.

Lands under the new unit are the best in the Priest Rapids
valley according to Fred Weil, state colonization agent, and are mostly
located a half mile to two m les north of WhiteBluffs. The 1ift of water
will not average 30 feet.

Settlers of the first project, Weil says, some 50 in number
are getting on splendidly and the amount of acreage placed under cultivation
conside ing the liJitéd time the gettlers have been on the project
is not only remarkable but more than could reasonably have b en
expected.
Under t e present plan the settlement the state uputs up $8 to
the veterans $1. The Priest Ranids valley is situated in a horseshoe bend of
the Columbia river with about 5,000 acres reclaimed by the pioneers of the
district., The growing season is 204 days, one of tle longest in the state.
Under the terms of the bill the settler is prepared to back the
settler with heif=rs and milch cows when he is ready for them, advancing all
the money for the purchase price. The money is to be repaid by the

settler with returns from the cream check and the of f-spring=--

Yakima Republic, larch 4, 1924,



told of the gevelopment of the department for which a half
mill state levy is made. Fro this fund $250,000 was loaned for
furnishing seed to needy farmers which e s practically all been
repaid. Yakim: Republic, September 25, 1924,



nite Bluffs

It is stated that active operations will commence onthe new
townsite of “hite Bluffs early int he spring.
Ihe contractor who is to have charge of ditch cans truction
is already there ., One of the first enterprises willbe a brickyard
and thef irst brick buiilding will be a store 25x60. The steamer t o
0pQa§ Oplay ply between that point and Yasco 18 an assured fa ct--The

Yokima ‘erald, January 10,1904,



Hanf ord=Yhite Bluffs

Judging from a deed filed with County Audit.::)z- Jenkins there
1sgoing tobe ma e than one new town over in the “hite Blurts
coupitry in this county under the Hanford irriga_tion project,

-The deed in que stion was thetransfer of s ction 29 in 14-37
by Walter Hersom and wife to the White Biuf fs Land & Irrigation
Co. of which C.B. Smitt-l of :racoma 18 pre ident, the considerati on
being $32,640. i : '

On the same day tie company recorded a mortgage toMr. Hersom for
#24,480 , Indicating that the dif ference, ":’8,160 was paid in cash.

“s stated in the Bulle tin last week the “anford Iprigation
Company filed with the auditor the plat of the new town of Hanf ord
which 1s located in section 26, 13-27 whils Vanley Haynes, a relatie
d Judge Hanford filed the plat of Haynes!' garden tracts which lie
in section 23, adjoining the townst e of Hanford,both being on
the Columbia river,

Several months ago the Hanford canpany purchased section 33 in 14-27
for §31,000 in which J.R. McKeand of this citywas interested.,tt
then being supposed that would be the site of the canpany's new
towmn. Put the town of Hanford,which is undoub tedly the official
tom of the company has been loca ted about six or seven miles
down the river,

*hether the purf:hasemade for the townsite will now be used
for that purpose is not kmown, b ut it is undoubtedly the intention
of t e W, 1teBluffs Land & Irrigation company to start a town on
the land just purchased ofMp, Hersom. President Smith o this
eV company 1is understood tobe a h eavy stockholder in the Hanf ord

Irrigation & Powe canpany, & number of his associates also holding
stock and it woauld ther efore appear that here has

been or is about tobe & clash between the stocholders in



"hite Bluffs

The Waite “luffs land & Irrigation company with of fices in this

city has purchased 600 acres of land located on the west bank
of the tolumbia at Yhite Bluffs ferry.
This land is located about 40 miles north of Kennewick. 4 portion

o the land willbe platted into a town and the remainder
will be irrigated and divided into smell garden tracts cosisting
of from five to t en acres,

The land will be irrigated with water p mped from the Columbisa
river, Work will be started imnediately cons tructing irrigation

ditches and installing a pumping plant--+he Yakima Herald,

May 8, 1907,



“hite Bluffs

Acting on & invitation of & tomsite company with & plat of
ground adjoining Wnite Pluffs orchards and less than & mile
from the business portion of town 80A6G¥6d to mo we the BUAGNGS6
portOdRdd business houses to the railway tracks, a mass meeting
of businsss men, city propert owners and ranchers held yesterday
unanimously voted toremain in their present location on the banks of
the Columbia river.
""‘he resolution which ¢ alled f orth the unanimous vote, set
forth that no advantage could be grined by moving and that
many advantages are held by the buslness men located as they are.
Only one building and that owned by the a gency selling lots, will
be moved from Yhite Biuffs.. ‘he Yakims Herald March 30, 1913,



“hitse Bluffs

Plans for a direct te lephone cammunice tion between Yakima
and "hite Bluffs were announced e re today by D.S. Wilkenson of
"hite Bluffs who mamges the telephone serwice for the
Columbie river towne.
The connection is planned in recognition of the growing
amount of business between Yakima and "hite Bluffs and the
certainity thatthis will increase as the Priest Rapids
development 1s Dbegune
Wilkenson today obtained tne privilege of a direct connection
with the fell 'f"elephom company, which he antlcpates will cut
the costs of Yakima-"hite Bluffs service about 30 per cente
It will cost in the neighbarhood of %¥10,000 to build the line between
Yaki-a and Yhite Biluffs, which will ébviate the present
necessity of sending calls by ‘asco. Construction is tobegin as soon

as the prelimimries are arranged--The Yakima Republic, Oct. 23, 1925,



inite Biuffs

E.K. Currant Bs re turned from an extended trip to White Pluffs end
the Columbila river district. Mn. Cumant says there appears to be
every prospect of a canal, as capitallsts headcd by Judge Hanfa d
have been 1 oking over the feasibility of watering that wvast tract
from the Columbia river,

It 1s alsobelisved there that the “hicago & Milwaukee railway
is headed for White :1uf fs by way of Yakima and the Moxee valley
as a large carps of surveyors haes been making 1ts headquartersa t the

h ome ofJohn Brice and lines are stakes about two miles £ rom t!e
river and through the town of White ;luffs. The townsite company is
gbout to purchase 160 acres of land whih willbe platted and a ttached
to the city of White ,luffs. “ltogether there is considerably stir in
that vicinity and old timers are jubilant over the pr spects of
securing water aml & mailway-‘he Yakima Herald, June 27, 1906,



White Bluffs

Yhite Bluffs will soon enjoy the diséinétion bfhaving
the large t ap, le orchard in the state of “ashington,
F.M. Weil has just closed a deal with aaaﬁtrn
capitalists for 1,000 acres of land two miles northwest o f
Yhite Bluffs at & price of $85,000 and the entire
@ract will be set out tostandardcommercial varieties of
apples next fall,
A partion of the land frants on the “olumbia river where
a first class pumping plant will he installed,
eledtric power to be sscured from the Hanford
Irrigation & Power company. ‘he underground wooden pipe
system of irrigation will be usdd,

The purchaczershave rormed a company, the YhiGeaBzapps
Columbia White Bluffs Irrigated Opchards compmny with
& capltal stock of (250,000 which will plant the trees
and care for t han for four years, :‘t the end of t hat time
the land will be sold off in small tracts,

Among former owners of the property (some of the) ap
several well known Yakima peoplez H.M. Helliesen, F.W,
“agler, CQWQ C.E. Grimes, 8.A. Ferguson and
othears, "“hey bought t he land a ysar ago and are realizing
& substantial profite-‘he Yakima epublic, June 3, 1910,



White Biurrs

irri ation

Pumping beats gravity irriga tion even whers lamd is under
the ditch according tothe experience of ranchers in the vicinity
of "hite Bluffs according to the stgtement of #°R, Starr of South
Ninth avenue.

Mr. Starr and his family departed on Morday to occupy a rench
ah BBOBBA & in the Whitepluffs country and 4fpect to remain
8 year and if his hopes are fulfilled to make & permanent residence
there. ""he family drove over,taking the household goods . Mp.
gtarr will rent his home,.

"O,e of my neighbors near White Bjuffas las a well
about 40 feet deep. # straw dropp d@ to the boffom on one side
of the well will immediately float scross to the opposite side,there
beirg a strog cons tant flow. He has used a gasoline gngine
for pumping. When he first begins to pump he lowers the water level
in the well gout six inches but af ter that his p mp is unable to
make any impression and the water remains stationary,

"It is claimed that if electricity is supplied to this
@istrict 1t will cut thecest of umping in two compared with
gasoline. ;ha ¢ will be still better.
There is every prospect that el-ctric competition will compel
the ditch company to reduce its rate.

Mp.Starr will set out part & his ranch in apples and sow the
remainder to alfalfa--the Yakima Rep blic, Oct. 28, 1910,



Hanford

E.c. Hanford, manager of the Hanford Irriga tion and Power
Company was in North Yakima recently framn a trip to the 33,000 acres
of his company now being placed under irrigation b etween the new
town of “anfard and Priest *apids of the Columbia river.

Mr. Hanford stated tig t the low line ditch, 15 miles in
length, is nearln;; canpletion with 250 men and 10 teams at work. *he
canal 1is eight feet wide at the bottomandisbout 28 feet at the
top and is six feet deep.

Ttwill water 18,000 acres, the lagest portion being owned by the
Hgnford Irrigation amd Power Company.

The high line, next to came under cmstruction, will water
15,000 acres,. i‘“he powermachine is a bout done; materials for the
buildings to house the machimery is fast arriving on the ground. Upon
completion of the concrete powe house and pumping s tation
this fall the machirmery will be installed. Tpe cons truction of t he
power camlat Priest Rapids has been unde way far the last two
months and materialh eadway is now being made. “he new ssteamer
Yakima has just deliverd a steam shovel and car and track to carry
. this warkeIt will be completed some time in October next.

'I*'he Ppiest Rapids IranSpcr tation company has arranged a schedule
on its line for the steamer W,R. Todd leaving Kennewick Tyesday,
thursday amd “aturdaymornings . ‘his boat is now
successfully handling the hea vy transportation on the river but the
company realizing that increased traffic is ahead, is building a large
and commodious passenger boat to be launched July nexte.

Many peo le are purchasing 10 acre tracts in this districta...

Mr. “anford saw the camp of t he engineering crews for the
North “oast railroad on the banks of the colimbia near the
town of Hanford. It 1s near the lower end of

+



the white bluffs and construction of the tracts on the east side
willbe 1n a draw which comes down through the bluffs for a
numer of miles east of the Columbia river, :Lhe construction
west of the river will be over level country tw ard Kiona and
Yakimae

A bill was.passed by corgre:s last winter860 authoariming
the road to bridge the C,lumbia near “anfad. The
Yakima “erald, May 22, 1907,



nani‘ord

Mre. Owens, engineer connected with the Hanford irrigation
coampany was ln Kiona yesterday. He expected to meet one of the
officials of the company here who had arranged to come in on
November 16 to take a team here and drive out to Ppiest fapids.

Their object was to map out a route from that place to their new
townsite of Hanford and-establish.an.automdbile service between the
two places. The train was late, but the men started out about
three o'clock,

If this road is established it willbe of great beneflt to Klons
valley, as the company will be constantly bringing would=be
buyers here and taking them out to the Priest napids

property-K ona Enterprise, #pril 2X 1907,



Wphite “luffs &aint store, BADU Eilerton Bros, fa time cluo, billiards,
confectiamery etc.; C.W. Gamble, postoffice and real estabe
building; Johnson & Ross, lumber office, H. Spoelstra, barber shop,
Walter Helsom, saw mill, local telephone system, ro be made long
dbtance this fall, s”pokesman Printing office and plant, Puckley
Bros,meat market, Howlett, Yallahan & Cg., ~“aniels & Co., comm

i sion house, Perry's Blacksmith shop, “olumbia ferryboat,"Mary
4nn," $800; School house and site, §7,000; Prechyterian church

ard site, residences, mrns etc ¥60,000....and in addition

be ing erected ard assured at this ti e, State Bank, 2 story comcrete
building, long distance telephone, capital ¥10,000; Catholic
church, %3,000, d ozens ofhomes and other improvementses..

buckeye Real “state Vo, No. 8 Yakima gvenue. F.M,Wil,

maré ger anc promoter of “hite Pluffs Land & Inve Coee.

Yakima ferald, lYec, 9, 1908.





