oville, Wmatl
July 23, 1963

Open letter to

Honorable Walt Horan
House Office Building
Washiington 25, D, C.

Dear M, Horans

It was with disappointment we read your "new”’ Colville Resexvation termination bill,
Ho R. 7166, only to discover it is a veprini of your old bill, 8469, which we had wige
orously protested,

The only ¢hanges you made in your bill aze mimor omes suggested by the Indian
Pureau. Noi one shange was made at the request of the Indlan people whose lives and
property are to be effected. Not one change was made as a result of the on-the-spot
study and recommendations of the Oroville Chamber of Commsrce. It makes us wonder
vhom you ave represerting in Congress - the people of the Fifth District or the
Bureau of Indlan Affairs.

Let us tell you a little about this Bureau whose recommendations you value above
those of your own comstituentss ’

In 1947 the Senate Civil Serxvite Commities recuized the Indian Bureau to present
a plan for terminmating Fedaral supervision over all ¥-diams within a period of ten
years. Tne Bureau presented such a plan; never intending to carrxy it out. '

The year the Bureau prasented this plan Fox its own liduidation it had an appro-
priation from tax money of less than $40 millisn, Xn 1961, fourteen years later, its
appropriation was almost $200 million. MNow ii’s far above $200 million and the Bureau
is asking for apm additiomal $14.4 million for this next year.

In 1933 the Bursau had about 5,000 employess. In 1961 it had 17,000 = considax-
ably more than three times as meny Buveau employees though fewer Indians were left on
reservaiions.

This Bureau now has unlimited control over 12) million acves of land held in
txust for Indian tribss. This, accomding %o a pamphlet put out by the Bureauy is
equivalent to tho combined aczes of all six New England states plus New Jersey and
Maryland.

Mot one acxres of this land can be sold by the Indian oswners or taken out from under
Byrcau control without the consent of the Bureaw or a mandate from Congress.

The Burzeau holds in trust and taxpayers pay for supervision of millions of acres
of land belonging to people entirely capable of handling their own affalrs. This is
carried to such a ridiculous exirveme' that the estate of the Vice President of the
United States Curtis was setiled by the Indian Bureau.

This thzo

3 uresi’ s zeluctance o release Colville property
aven theugh 75 percent, of G

£ 7he Land have left the reservation.

Congiressman Berry of Sowth Dakota said, “In my office I have about 200 files.
where Indian landowners, most of vhom are competent, have been trying for vears %o
get a patent to their land or sell their land so they can get some benefit from it.”



And he was speaking just about Inkiians in Souih Dakota.

Colwilles, too, want to get comirol of thelr own propsrty. Our records show that
a Colville srranged to lease his 160 aczes to a white man for 5300 pex year. They went
to the ageney to have the lease drawn wp and were told, "You can®t lease your iand fozx
dry ferminge We've classiffied 4% as grazing land. You can have ten cemts an acya.”

A Colville woman whe lives out of this stale was offered $1.5,0G00 for hexr land by
a white man. She applied for a patent so she could sell. Even though she was &
. rzgistered murse her patent was dended on the grounds she was not competent to handle .

her gwn affairs.

Indian people know what #his means. They say, "Tc stay in business the Indian
Bureau has to have Indians.® 4And “nis Burear with the help of dupes in Congress is
not only staying in business, it'¢ rowing (ike a cancer in spite of its fake plan
for its own termination.

When any govermment enforces a communal status of land and collects and withholds
income from private property acainst the wishes of capable property owners, that isn't
demoeracy. It's communism wbether it happens in our country or in Russia.

in the last five years, with Bureau connivance, but without the consent of the
Indian pecple, more than $4%50,000 of tribal momey has been used to buy land to add
to Colvilie communal holdings on a reservation which Congressy seven years ago,
ordered termincted. This momey could and showld have been distributed to the Indian
people ro  of vhom need it. Do you wonder that Okanogan County has been declarsd
economical. depressed?

Surely you must know that the hichhanded Tribal Council does not represent the
indian people when elections ond with more bellots accounted for than wexe offieially
printed. There have been co many voting irregularities that hundreds of Colvilles
now refuse to wote.

The Counell leapnad long ago it pays to play ball with the Bureau. 'T% paid In
1962 when the Buxeau turned $542,000 of tribal monsy over to them. In using tribal
funds many plums fall to Council members, their relatives and close friends, In the
last three yeays Council mezbewrs have spont over $75,000 of tribal momey just forxr

raveling. this is in addiiion to mileage, per diem and other genaxous fees allowed
Courcil members for meetings and trips about the reservation, The Counsil has not
fewored killing the goose that lays these golden eggse

You asked for our views on He R. 7166. UWe sent you an analysis of that same bill
last Miarch before you reimbroduced ii. We aze enclosing a copy of our letter. Your
bill hasm't changed and neither has owr opindom of it.

We foel as Joshua did many centuxies ago when he advised the Israelites, "Choose
you this day whom ve will ssyve.” Is it $o be the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Wash-
ington D. C. or the Indian people in yowur own Fifth District?

e Liwite you o joim us on the side of the Indian peoples
Very Sinceraly,
Ruth Secofieldp Chairman

Indian Affalirs Committee
Orowille Chambsr of Commszce



