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. No 12
Spokane Falls W,T, July 25, 1878

Uovernor E.P. Ferry, Walla Walle, W.T.
Sir:

I came here at the request of some of the leadin-s Indians to
expla n to them in persons words from General Howard who had directed me
to convey the information to them in order to relieve their minds of
great anxietye. the accidental killing of thrre friendly Indians on the
Columbia by the gunboat was greatly exaggerated amongst t hamx all of
Moses friends(one ofthe women being his relation) It was reported
by the refugees (Columbia Indiaﬁ ) who sought Moses camp frightened to
death, that Gen, Howard himself was on the gun boat and was intending
to kill all the Indians along the (@31 Columbia, Fortunately 1last
eveni g I met a mm relative of “oses (one of th 1little Spokane “hiefs)
who will carry to him (M) corrccet information gbout these matters and
the des ' 7ns of Genl. Howard, “lthoigh he did nd tell me so di e ctly,
but I am inclined to think Ydddasdferid Spokane Gary will re et at
Tobacco Plains or beyond, more “maricrn.z;dians who have sought refuge
in British Columbia, than Kootenay's from‘t%e same reglion.

‘ne condition of Indian affeirs in%asternashington is som what
anomolous. Lhe only treaty
p2 ke stipulatlions entered ‘nto are under t he Yakima treaty. T he only
lands to whjch the Indian title has bren extinguished are under thsgt
treaty. In 1855 when treaties were made w th the Indiansplaced upon the
Nez Perce,Umat 1la end Yakima Reservations Gove Stevens promised the
remalning portion ogh?ndians not trected with in this part of the
territory, they should have a treaty with similar provisions to those
in the weaecigzeskh treat’es alluded to. = he war of 1855=6 prevented
the making of my new treaties or the confirmation of the Senate of

the e rade; wh ch were not finally confirmd until the springof 1859,
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In the meantime=1in 1858« the land laws were extended over *astern

Oregon and washingtono ":th the exception of thelands ceded by the

Yakima trenty we f£ind the remsining portion of eastern Washﬁngton
ancumbered w'th whatever original rights the indians had to occupancys
the land laws of the Unitcd States and the reservations for ‘he
N.PsReRe C_ o ¥From time to time the Indians had been promised by
repre?entatives of the government that there would be a speedy and
satisfactory ad justment of affalirs @h6R0 which ad justment has not been
made dary with many of the older chiefs fully understood this

history of matters and still hopes tohave something done for them
whilst theyounger Indilans simply have a vague idea

p & that they have been greatly wronged by the government and regard
the coming immigration as 96£§§££§ upon them, From their stand form

. of reasoning they regard was as their only memedy and as I said in

my last communicetlon, but for the wilsely planned and rigorous campaig n
of Genl, Howard but few could have b2en restraired as soon as they were
through with their fishing and camas digging. Near all of the better
disposed Indians want to take up lend in severalty, abandon tribal L
relations and adopt the customs of thewhitesjy the others(and the

ma jority now) have become imbued w th very extravagant ideas of the’r
rights through the counsels of ambitious chTefs.‘?% concede the demands
that are being nede in order to satisfy them is a surrender of a large
proportion of thds upper country which with therapid influx of pop-

ule ion would with n & shrt ¢thdme bring on an inexpressable

confliet between the two reces, resulting in.the exterminat ion of the
indian and the compromise of thed gnity of the governm nt, With a view

to pe ce Moses has a very ambitious planwhich involves large military
and other rcsources of the government to back him as head chief over

all the Irdians of th spart of the country excepting those whe have and
will determine to take up 1land in severalty upon one reservation, If

Moses possessed sufficilent influenéq
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with the Indians ° to cerry out his program with his limited ald from
the government , the plan would be a feasable one, but he admits himself
he cannot exercise exclusive control over his immed ‘ate followers and h is
plan would only involve hostilities for the benefit of him and his
immediate follw ers, Kenasket has a somewhat similar ambitions plan

and equally as imprscticable, uary proposes an indian country including
ew rything narth of the"Sp kane inBlud w ere &gl 1l the Indians of this
region and the Neg Perce and Umatilla reservations excepting those

who would prefer t, remain on thofidpnédddd their present locations

taking up land ins Nveraity--should te placed, taking up land in
severalty but retaining an Indian jurisdiction subject to MzEx U.S,
Laws, “Yov, 8 tevens rather a vanced or conceded this idea at an early
date, precticable then butnot = now, The Catholic Indiens north of this
desire tto be to themselves under the best possible arrangements they
ean s ecure without any regard to the interests or views of theremaining
Indians. I have not lerrred Kamiaken's views yet, but of one thing I

am sure, he would nd consent to play a secondary part in any of these
arrangement s. #“nd last, but not le st, in consumating final

adjustments cones Smohalla, the dreamer or prophet, in times gone

by known by thename of Wotskel

p 65 or Big Talk on theFour Mountains., He is not = a war chief, nor in
frct recognized as a chief, but is a kind of high priest trance

medium snd big medicine man, En former years he wlelded great influenc e
whch he almost entirely lost, until with'n a very few years pastw hen
he comenced regaining it as the Indians became dissatisfied with the
manae ment of the rese vations under the different church organizations
of wh'ch.he always had a great Jealously and has labored to secure
followers in opposition to them and not with any direct views to making
war, He has followers upon all of the reservat ons in this region of

the country and his voice for good or evil is more potent than that

of any of the chiefs of thepresent time.
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It will be alrost impossibl to bring him or any of his followers
under what may seem to t hem any church organi_atiop,
To have arreste d Smohaller as many recomrended would bf only

ineressed his influence, for h s immediate friends would have claimed
he was a martyr to his views and that t he Boston religionists were ©98dg
trying to get rid of him, fesring his influence. Of my own knowle dge
I know that 8HdAd there has been much laid at his door of which he is
innoecent, perniciaus as his pr-ctices are., I amof the opinion that of
later years, his zeal, Inhis ways , is not from entire
P 6 convictim but from a desire to wield influence and rival the church

organizations amongst the Indians. Many of thehostils of last year

were followers of his, &l though he was not re®pdaddld responsibl- for th
thelir going to war, wh ch was not premeditat d, Iam of the opinton

that iary's plan wll embrace all of Smohalla's followers,
posslbly himself, w ‘ch would secure a safe refuge and homes for all
who have been in hostlle way heretofo e, .

The only way to harmonize the conflicting views and incidents amongst
them, in my opinion, will be for Congress to enact a special homstead
law for the benefit of the I dians in ®astern “aﬂhington, nstead of
attempting to enter 'nto treaty stipulatims with them. Somce coercion
would be necesssry to enforce this policy, but lesothan unie r any
other, This homestad act should pfrovide that the lands would not be

title
alienated for a term of years, the Indian@d®B® altogether ext nguished

to the country and provisionsmade to assist them in an e ducational
way and in agricultural pursuits which won»ld only invodve the esxpeinse
of a few teachers and superintendents of farming, do 'ng away with the
agency system altogether. By this plan the best inlerests of hhe
Indian, the government and our own peo le could be observed with a
great saving tothe government of a large 00 amount of lands for

mettlements
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besides large expenditur-s of money . :h’s rlan can be made successful
and unddd would lead the way for the abandonment of reservations now
established, instead of a consolidation of “gencies f r a pefpdpEAd
perpetuation of the systems 1he proposed plan of the Indian Bureau
for the consolidation of the “gencies means war from its first attempted
Inauguration.

With sSpokane Gary + am sanquis e cf belng able to induce him
to take a reasonable and practicable view of the situation, however it
will not be @Wro) prudent for me to be premature in this effort,
Héving no authority myself to inform them that any of thrir propositi ons
would be rejected or received with favor, I have a btter onportunity
of express’ng my own views to them,

I done Smohallia a great favor in years gone by which he has
never forgotten., I am arranging to get & two or three days 1 terview

with him away from his followers, andwhile I have no hopes of inducing

~him to quit dreaming , at present; but I feel confident I can induce

him to dream the right kind of dreams by which &l 1 of the believers in
his dreams would be properlv fnfluenced and his ' influence reta ned and =
exerted in thepresent excigencies in behalf of perce and a satisfactory
solution € a1l pending difficulties, I desire to make use

of Smohalla's influence to counteract the unreasonshle demands of

the ambitious chiefs,

I feels fo in aséuring you that theIndians I have particul o ly
beferred to will remein quite this yecr, but unless the s tuation 1is
relieved by Congressional legislation next winter and other precautiona ry
steps taken, Eastern“”ashington will be the seeqd seat of war next
yesor,

I ha e thehonor to be very respectfully your obt svte
"#.J. Cain

Any communicat’an w 11 reach me at or from this Post Office.(fiégg)AuS 20
zzzz 1878



Secretary of State Olympla

Indian war 1855-60 (Cannister)

Western Union Telegraph company

Portland, Oregon ia June 1878

Received at Olympia W.T., June 18, 1878 450 pm

4o Yovernor Ferrv, 0 ympiat

The following just received from‘Colman.insprctor general dated Boise
City today and sent UYener 1l Wheaton at Walla "alla, com ending all
forces in up country.

"Owyhee River cross'ng seventeenth, Major Mason Boise Citye
W1n-emucca, Piute chief has Jjust returned to my camp with a small
party of his men., The interpreter Jerry being among them from Winnermeca

and Jerry says that hostileshave left Stein's mountain snd are moving
into ﬂarney La ke Valley toward the dalheur agency intending to pass on
north end including towerd Snake River continuing until they rake a
junction with the Columbia River Indmns Q08 first going to the Umatilla
‘and then t theNorthern Columbie Indians, They expesct to form a junction
with the latter and make & clean sweep of everything returni g this
waye T his band of hostiles are composed of bannocks,h'agle Eyes band of
Weisers and Oits band of riutes iin com and of sll. ‘they have ¥agan and
his band of Piutes prisoners and say they w ill keep them till they can by
killing white men get arms tc arm them w th “agaen has told %innemucca
par th tha he will escape on first orportunity. An Indian who escoped
latter and came h{saysthe hostiles have taken horses and everythi g
from # ggan and party and are holding t em .close prisoners, He says
they believe they ere g ing direct to Harney and take the place
Wnipple with his two compenies has just joined me. I wlll move after th e
hostiles as fast as possible. Jerry also s aya the hostiles have killed

h ndreds of cattle and horses in the vicinity of Steins m untédin

leaving them where kilk d. I have sent a courier afier General Howard
gith the report. Sgd, Barnard. J.A. Sladen 292 pa’d govt. rate aid de
GallDe



:ecty of . Stgte -Olympia
Ind an W ars Cannister
Olympia, Aug. 15,1878
Yapt. A .L. Nickerson, Vancouver,
Inform Gend Howard that activities of ‘akima county apprehend
difficulties w th Indians. Both parties are so excited and any act of
hostility might le d to assault?
5 military farce stationed at its eminence might allay excitement

and give confidence to settlers in the future,

E. . Ferry

Governor



Secretary of .State Olympia
Indian " ar 1855-60 Can ister
Yakima City W.T. Aug 15,1678
E.p. Ferry, Governor, Olympia, W.T.
Dear Sir:
Yours of the 7th inst is at hand accept our thanks. I haste
to drop you a few more lines, Mr., Bmrg Burbank has just returned from
the Winatchee country., He and some other par ties went over to Moses camp
to get their horses. that were taken by the Indian raiders.

He saw Chief Moses who wént with him to the camp of thehostiles,
They refused to give up the stolen horses but they faind one of the
horses and Moses took him and Burbank got that horse and brought him
home,

The hostiles showed no disposition to kill him andhis party but
Moses commanded them not to do = . Moses is holding them there for
the troops to come and settle thematter. “he hostiles are about 150
strong. They are all c amped on the east side of the Columbia
p 2

It is thought they have about 1,500 head of horses. Mr. Burbtank

says he saw a number of I ndians that he recognized., © number of
Father Wilbur's Indians were in the canp but theyare mostly Umatillas,
fe also saw a rope in their camp made out of human hair of variousOzmkms
colors, evidently mede out of hair from the whites they have murdered,
Now these indians are near the mouth of the Winatchee river on the east
side of the Columbia, There are two camps of them about eight miles
aparte.

Moses expressed an anxiety for Howard to come without delay

and that he would turn those hostiles over to the soldiers horses and
all and sEgx they could dowhat they please with them, Moses w 11 not
protect the hostiles, He is friendly and intends to remain so. “ut he

says that he can not hold themmch longer, that the raiders want to
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go on through the Spokane country to Yellow Stone Country.
p 3 '
Now what we want 1is for you to either bring or send force enough to
make sure work w th that band of Indians and capture the horses,
I think you can derend on getting about 100 men in this county,
But it will require a decisive acton in this matter or the Indians w'll
scatter and escape.
"We mean businesm and desire immediaste actiom, There never will
be a better time o settle this Indian questin than just nowe
We n@06 have sufficient cause for redress and if we allow this to
pass they will be encoursged next time to raid this whole country.
They have taken stock belonging to almost Xk every s tock raiser in
this country and are now and havebeen for some time killing cattle
for their meat,
Let us know at once what we can d epend upon,
®ome of these Indians are supposed to be from Steen's Mountain
Some of our citizens will start
p 4
this evening to the Dalles to send a telegram to you and to carry this
letter etc,
We sent i, Huntington over with similar papers last week. ‘ut

lest there might be to great delay I drop ym this additionalf itims.

Yours “ruly E.P., Boyles and many others

Emkiimrfrmm
Letter from E.P., Boyles relative to Indian matters
filed Aug 224, 1878



éecretary of . State, Olympia

g -2 Indian War 1855-1860
Aug 25,1879 (Lot ) s (No. 14)

“g 3, Yen. 0.0, Howard, commanding Dept of the Columbia
Yort Vancouver, W.T.

My Dear General:

Your letter of the 21st inst ceal 1ing my attent on to
that justice of my lest annual report to the secretary of the Interior
which refers to a contemplatdd new Indian Reservation on the Columbia
River has been received.

Permit me to apraise ? you genergl that it was not -my intention
to misrepresent youy, nor to place you in a position vhere
p 2 you would be subject to the slightest military censure.

When I made the report I was of the opiniont hat you had promised
to use your influence to secure for Moses a reservation on both sides
of the Columbia River near Priest Rapids and this was the idea that I
intended to convey, and no more., I did not question your right to do this
but desired that t he security of the military ? ? be inforred that our
people are opposed to any more Indianreservations in this country.

fhe use of the word "promised" wi thott qualification on examination
I can now see might be construed to mean that you absolutely promised
the Indiana A new reservation although I did not intend to be so
misunderstood.

But then with this explanation it appears that I have not
intentionally missrepresanted your action in the promises,

You say' Wexzariyxgprzmixex "the only promise
p 5 I made was that I would lay the Indians request before the
authorities at Washington." This being the case I have certainly been
laboring under a misapprehension and am perfectly willing to send this
to the Secretary of the Interior if you advise me to do so.

Very Truly Hours,

Letter to Yen 0.0. Howard “ugust 22, 1878 CfLQng 5)



Secretary of State

Lo His Excelency E.P. Ferrvy , governor of WashingtonTerritory

As there has been a company of militia organized to be under your
orders as territorial volunteers according to our wishes and approbation
We, the undersigned officers of Klickitat Co. W.T. being

persora lly acquainted with thebelow name d officers elected bys aid
company do cheerfully recom end them to your consideratione

For Capt E.W. Pike, first lieutenant Edwin Letterman, Lieut.
C.J. Gougel. They are all men who have served in the late war of the
Union “or three to four years have gl 1 had expe: ience in Indian warfare
and we believe them t be men of honor and sound j udgment. ‘he name
adopted by this company is Klickitat Mounted Infantry Volunteers
and has a membership of sventy five this is theonly regular mixik¥st
militia company in this county and it is armed with needle guns
furnishedby you.
A.H. Curtis company Com., John Y“ruhum , co. com. S.M. Silmore, probate

Judge. W.B. Walker, co, com o

Hon H.T. Lewis

Commission for Cart. E.W., Pike and the other officer s of the
Klickitat Mounted Infantry Yolunteers will be furn shed in a few
days, :

Gove I'eI’J:'y

HoT. Lewis rel., to “avt., Pike and others., ®ept. 12, 1878



Secretary of 3state Olympis

) (R -~ - - - C R S

Dead Man, Columbia County W.T. Feb. 1, 11879

Ty his excelle ncy: Wevernor of " +

ashington “err’torye.

Sir, we the undersigned settlers andcitizens of the above named county
end territory most heartly petition your honor t . send us some
ammunitionfor t he protection ofour families ourselves and property, at home
and not for aggressive purposes, but youse as deemed most effectual

for us forour protection and protection of ourproperty, we fear of dl most
a certa n Indian war in the coming spring or summer and living near

Snake River where there is too or three foards where the Indians are in
the habits of fording we feel insafe without the means of some arms to
defend owselves against thare rades in view of the unprotected

familys of th spart of the county and to @99 avoid a repetition

of the horrows of last summer in the Umatilla county and also of Idiho o

of the summer before we sincerely pray you will grant out petition,

N.D. Knettlefirst

Mar ion Swinney C.E. Webster G.D. Wilson

Wiley Baldwin $.Wm., Pattie? N. Knettle %

W. Wolcott G.V. Tuttle R.S. Kirby

J.6, Harris John R, Davison Wm Turner

Theo Ruark lnomas "ouche De11 ook

Jep, Howard W.E. S ammond ¢? W.I,. Howell
H.®. Hutchinson G.W. Fanning W.L. Howell,
I.R. Snodderly G.L. Bradley David Briles
L.R., Mays Lygene Lennon T.T. Eaton
TeW. T. Suttin Reinhold Kluge C.E. Cook

J. Henry Yleener E.E. Fanning John fanning
E.B. Foote JeA, Mills G.H. Cook
C.H. Mowrey Allen Mchueen .» Ledgerwood?
Janes P 9 Thomas Morgan J. Higginson
C. Andrews "m McFall E, Buckmastore

E.D., Briggs C .?? W.B, Stallcops® A I. Davis (Filed Feb 20,1879



Greg h R-K- (F6/.
Secty of gtate. Olympia

"ilbur,Moses, Yakima City
Indian War cannister

Yokima City Wash Ter. April 2, 1879
Dgar Governar:

Lour long and Interesting letter of 24 25th inst reached
me vesterday. We are having very high waters and some consequent d elays
of mail,

Hope you wi 11 et us some arms and that you realize el l your
enticipations inr egrrd to peace.

My views are that our people Twould be satisfied" with Moses north
of 48, Let Wilbur go there too, that is , as his Methodist friends
claim by way of BO® excuse for his conduct that he is dou ted, let his
Indians either go there or he put 'n charge of same one not in his
second childhood,

So=happy and other leading sub chiefs and men including Eneas s
the chief of W lbur's police have been to consult me and they tell me as
do all indiens that they have lost all confidence in Wilbur and have
full faith in Howard, Inf act they fear and respect @en'l., Howard and
look to him as the person to look after the cultus siawash,

Ine whites have less confidence in Wilbur than they hve in the
“*ndians,
Tha only foe we dread is the present Indian policy.
1 am Gov, Yours Truly

D.,pr, Ba;}ard

PeS. And private. Use the above if desired. If you canget Wilbur
rEpEmed removed as the man vho does will sweep Eastern W.T., in 1880,
ne"-ng a free thinker I am ,.. of polities,but can help my friemds

as Jhn W, Cochrane can tell youe



Secretary.of-State;0lympia
Indian War 1855-60
Kittites Valley W.T. July 1, 1879
Hon Elisha P. ferry, “ov. "ash. Ter. Olympia W.".
bear Sir:
Now thet we have met personally, that you have visited our
valley im person, have met our people face to f ace, know the }ength
and breadth of our domain it is but justice to you as our chief executl ve
to know some of the wishes of the people of Yakima etco
Ehere is then , I w Uld beg leave to say a mat ter in which the
people of this county are particularly interested (xxed out) and
unanimously interested. and that is that a military post be established
gsomewhere within the borders of our county and that you assist us in
securing the same.
You ape well aware that Fort Colville and Cordelane protect the
settlements on the suth and eastzziizﬁ by placing t he post
at the mouth or on the Oconaging river leaves &a gap of something like
150 miles in which Yakima has not the sl ightest protection. Begides
Troops cen be subsisted in this valley as cheap¥y with a good many
things as in any portion of theland besides being accessible at all
times of the year. I have never known 2 section of
p 2 country make such rapid strides as this has done since the
establishment ofU.S. troops in our midste. T hey have established confid
ence and security and hence the country is settling up and moving ahead .
Madem rumor has it here that you are working against us. fhis is
trust isuntrue.
You are well aware that in the last Territorial Convention
Yak ime held the vbalance of power eand had the citizens of Yakima
co. received the officiai respect due them you would have been
standing where lyos. H. Brentz stands,

What I wish to say there 1s another day, another November
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if we -live-and-the-people-of Yakima are not only unamimous on
this point in regard to post but sensitive.
In the above regads I have not beat about the bush but have
come square to thepoint wi th unvarnished facts
Let me hear from you and believe me
VVery resp ctfully
Your obedient servant

S.T. Bterling





