1212 H.32n0d Ave.

FUXTXX T OA XXX
¥Mr, Dick Owen,
The Hew Ygrk Heows, i Feb, 15,1855
220 East Forty Second “t.

Jew York City, 17, N.Y. Edlt

Dear Mr, Owen:

In_relation to the Lincoln painting which g pearsd on the
News' roto cover Feb., 6, end your inquiry concerning variocus photographs}

1-The photogroph cited in Portreit Life of Li-coln, Patriot Publishing Co,
1910 must be one that wes previoadly compared when 1 was making extended
regsearch last sum er. The book 1s presently out of the library aend will be
exanined upon its retum,

2-The Rut ers University Press citation [which you do not list by
title, is apparently not aveilable here, although the librery will attempt
to locate 1t at the st te or elsgwhere. The Lincoln Reseder, edited with intro,
by Paul ¥, [McClelland] Angle, *utgers University Press, 1947, 18 available
but contains no photogreph remotely &imilar,

I am well satisfied that the pha ograph howrver i that taken by
by Hatthew B, Bredy, 1863 [the photograph referred to i% the coll cted works
of Abrahem Lincoln--Bitgers] or one taken by Alexander ardner, “ov. 15,1863,

Amd I am equally confident the two mentioned ph togr:phs are the ones
'Bearixg the closest similarity to the Lincoln 011 in the Haryhill Huseum of
ine Arta. ;

The ressesrch that was done on 1t; Including thet by the museum, eitended
over several mo%ths.All comnon and uncomnQn books contsining Lincoln photos
were examined. ‘*he two referred to , the Yardner and ° ady, were the only
direct front views, Of course we are not Lincoln authorities but there was
cxpert examination by experts as to sge of peinting, -tc. and the cmmmon
practices knownto artlists and rescarchers wcre helpful,

I strongly suspect the two pictures you olte, indefinitely are the pincoln
and Gardner photos. In these, the face i1s much more shallower as contrseted
to a square face in the painting; the 1lips are distinotly different; the
hair highlirhts esre dif‘erent (and these highlights would not have been
overlooked by an artist capable of portrayinr Lincoln as the o 1 psainter)

The Brady, 1863 shavs the hair combed more upward as contrssted to
across, to the left ; size and depth of the eyers are different; the nose
is different and the besrd 18 sha ter. More of the chin 1s exposed in the
oil painting than the paotogrephs believed cited., #nd to thee with art
training as thorough as t' ose who examired the painting and photographs, it
i1s irconcelveable that such good wrk co:1é have been done and such obvious
things could heave been overlooked--remembering that the artist was not
trying to improvise a Lincoln picture but to meke an oil painting of a known
photograph at that time,
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I am taking off “aturdigy to go to the museum--distance 80 miles from
Yakima md will review wth the museum director, a trained ertist himself ,
hils previous conclusions and to see if by chex ce he has received any
similar commanlcations,

I recall that it was his hope that were the picture published, someons
might recognize it from having seen it say 50 or 60 ysars ago , before 1t
was hidden in the wall of the building at “o0odland, Or that more specific
informastion w1ll come to light from “oodland itself, [distance 175 miles
“here I,spent a dey of my vacation in rescarch on that one phase of the
picture s background]

I do not know wheth'r the extended notes were made available to wyou or
not,

The e stated that the painting had been b rought to the,galk ry by the
0old timer now livinz In "oodnoe Hills, not far distant. "hey did not state
that the pal:ting was owned by the museum, However it was pointed out then
and subsequently reaffirmed thet the owner attaches no value to the paint'ng,
is not trying to market 'it, nor does he wish to. fnd 1t will probably remain
at the museum, for safe keeping and eventual possession.,

ihe notes also statecd: "Of the many photographs examined tc determine
from which thg painting coull have been copied, the most likely was one made
by Blexander “ardner on Nov. 15,1863, However the eyes in the painting are
not as sunken and the face more full,"

I appreclate recelving the leads, and will look forward to any additional
informetion thet might be productive, and I em ure the museum will do
likewise., I 8hall be happy to pass on what aedditional information I find
after visiting the mussum, if any productive letters have been recelved
there.,

I also hope to have the opr rtunthy, which I mey not, to probe around
a counle of 0ld Indian cemps with some of my fine old sources and come up
with some pictures of men and women whose pmwBmkx grandparents were there
when Lewis and Clark ceame down the river --150 yesrs sgo next fall. " his
is the L end U Sesquicentennial, '

My pegards to ¥re White, Thanks agein for s endin~ on the information
and don 't hestlate to send any further lereds that might develop.

sincerely,

C11ck Relander
(City Besk-Yakima Republie)





