of the general increase in population and lmve reaped quite as much
benefit as.the real estate men dmd in many instances more.
In 1896. under the auspices of the club the a sta‘e fair was

given, there being not state ap ropriation for that purpose and this
effort on the part of the club through its committes, is remembered as
giving the most satisfactory results. ‘he fair itself was one of thét;ést
ever held and w88dAdd the net proceeds amounting to about hes
eight hundred dolirs were devoted partly to paying the indebtedness

of the club, pa:tly to the public library and partly tothe’ #htanum
academy, all worthy objéctsSe....4.plan is afoot to build a club
house better adapted to its requirements to wnich it is intended to
add a bowling alley and perhaps a -swimming tank and gymnasiumMeeee

The officers are: WL. Steinweg, pre ident; Frank Horslcy, first

vice predident; lMatt Bartholet, second vice president; 0.A. Fetcher,

secretary; H.H.-Lombard, treasurer, who have conduct8d its

affairsthe past year in a most satisfactory manner--Yakima

Herald, Dec. 22, 1898, By Edward “hitson.



¢ mmercial ¢lw

The resignation of Dr. Joseph F. Barton, secretary of the
North Yakima Comiercial club which has been on file for several
days was accepted by ths governing board of tlmt body at & largely attended
meeting Monday evening ani Rev. C.G. Wiare of 4{llah was elscted to the
positione

br, :artcn is in 11l health and has recently gone to the sound to
recuperate,

feve “are recently resigned as mstar of tie Presbyterian church
of “1llash where he lms teen s tatimmed for the past two years and wﬁere
he is at the presenttime president of the Commercial club ...
Yakime Herald, 4pril 3, 1912,



Commercial club

At the Tuesday meeting of the Commercial cluhb the annual
election of'officers was held, the following being chosen’
President A.B Weed; first vice president, G*A. Graham;
goveening board, O.A. Yechter, Frank Horsley, W.L. Steinwey, Dr.
W.H. Hare and George Donaild; tfeasurer, fenry feal; trustees, H.H.

#llen , J.M. Gijlbert, Edward Whitson, John Sawbridge and Alex

Miller. Yakima *®erald, Jan 31, 1595,

At the fuesday m eting of the Comrercial club, reports were given.
In addition to discussion upon the proposition of having
printed a large pamphlet descriptive of Yakima county and this
city, for free distribution . The information so .far gathered is very
valuable and its dissemination throughout the United States would
be productive of great good because it would be'impartial and
reliable.
One of the reports was read by Secretary vYames lf. Gilbert and
is comprehensigve in scope. eee.ce.
Among the subjects upon which action has been taken were:
"The building of a road to the fair grounds.
The repair of roads andbridges across the Indian reservation.
Promotion of the Portland, Vancouver & Northern railway.
The planting of nut-bearing trees. .
The introduction of game birds,
‘*he establishment of creameries, starch factofies,
canneries and a pressed brick factor.
The expenses of county officers.
fiidding the city of vagrants.

The relief of the indigent.



lhe location of a packing house.

the 1l . cation of a United States jud.,e at Yakinma.

The use of home manufactured goods and iwany other subjects.

The question of the opening the Indian reservation has been
carefully consi;ered.and currespondence has been had with our
representatives in both houses of congress.

Barly in the year the club notified the state fair com ssion that
it was ready to cooperate with the comuission in the matter of holding
a state fair.

An effort was made to secure the early geological survey of
the Cascade range between Yakima and Portland with every prospect of
success when the appropriation will justify.

Through the governin_ beard, a large number of view of Yakima
county have been supplied to William E. Smythe, editor of the "Irrigation
Age" and to Prof Albert White, who will use them to illustrate
lectures on takima countyee...

Financial stateuent

Cash *‘eceived. Initiation fees $859; sales of keys $12.50;
dues $1,234.80 total $1,689.80

“ontra. Paid old Yakima club 9455; paid W.i. Lince, treacurer
$1,334.80 Total $1,689.

Expense. Richard llorris, janitor $142.20; rent $300; light and water
$174; stationary and periodicals $76.05; printing and postage $56.85;
repairs $13.55; fuel $44.80; salary assistant secretary $178.14; social
entertainment $50.60; sundries, insuraﬁce, keys etf. $132.40 Balance

in hands of treasurer *6(.20  $1,234.80 total. Yakima Eerald, “eb. 7,
1895.



Yommercial club
locations

;he opening event of the §or;nnc;rcial club in their new quarters
in the Clogg building last ;ridaye vening wa the most brilliant.
affair of the kind held here in year s. '

There were twondred gues s comi)osed ;)fmambers o the club and
their lady friends and they initiatedthe new quarters 1;1 a way that
was leas ing to all,

bpeech making, dancing, card playing and banqueting were the
features with unrifr“aled sociability to add to t he charm of the
occasione ) el

‘he costumes of t e ladies were surprisingly handsome and the men
were attired equal'y as a_ttractive. Thehall was tastefully decor-
ated and the dining table was the f inest thing s een here for many a
daye

‘he quaters being new the excellent furnishings and
decorations made an excellent scene,

The event was opened by Ira P. E glehart, president of

the club who made a spech fitting té the occasion, He was
responded to by L.H. C logg, owner of the building, whose talk
brought ahappy smile toall. T e affair was then turned over to
the ladies of the Womenss club who took charge and made a
wanderful success, Mrs, ;estal Snyder, president o the Women's
club made an address and then the lodge gave an exhibition of
the way they conduct clubaffairs., Special featnes were & song
sang by Mrs. Louis Lesh of Everett who is vidting here and
piano solos by Miss Daisy Boyle am lrs, Guy McL. Richards. The

banquet served was magnificient amd enjoyed most hea ~tily=-p

The Yakima *erald, ‘uesday, *ebrusry 11, 1902,

:he Commercial club last week moved all its property fram the
Lewis-Engle build g to the new quarters in the L‘1og;g building,



“s soon as vacated the Mgdern Woodmen took possession of the whole
shird floor of the building and are now fitting itup in elegant
shape for future use, Theywill establish a reading room for the
benefit of themembers and wiﬁll ma ke the hall as invitingas any
in thp city. '

e lodge expects to rent the room to other lodges of the city,
among which is the Fraternal club, the NModern Brotherhood
of “merica, Foresters and “‘oyal Tribe of Joseph~-The Yakima

Herald, *eb. 2, 1902,



Cor.rmuar' cial ¢lub

When some of the old records of the Comuercial club were being
moved today to the new quarters a manuscript of yellowed paper fell
to the sidewalk.

ficking it up W.E. Richardson, assistant s ecretary found
it to be the first annual report of the Yakima Com ercial club
submitted by J.M. Gilbert , secretary in 1894,

This ancient paper disclosed that the Commercial club was
arganized late in 1893 at the suggestion of E.F. Benson and
was "born in the coviction that growing inierests of Yakima countj
d manded for their oversight and guidance the ccheentrated effort
and care of her business men,"

The report goes on to say: "Throughout a year of unprecedented
business depression the club has inaugurated its work and I do not
doubt that every member who is familiar with the results attained
will voice the sentiment that the organization was justified.

The commercial club at the time of i ts organization took over th
funds a d machinery of t he Yakima club which up to that time had been
a sort of social groupe.

The firs-t annual report does not show who was the first
president and sane of the charter members who are still here do
not recall for certain hether the firsg presicent was Edward
Whitson, W.F. Profnédd Prosser ar “illiam, Kerr.

Search of"the files of the old weekly Herald disclosed the
announcement that the first elcction would be held on a
certain date amd the ne.t issue af ter the election simply ecorded
the announcemsnt that the first election was held as foretold in

The *erald of lact week amd fails to give the important information
as toresults,

‘he first annual report shows that the origin of the club's

interest in the ~tate fair dates back to the first fair which was held



in 1894,
The club o fered its cooperation tothe State fair commission wh ch
appeared to pe without funds and raised several thousand dollars
in money, labor and raterials to assist with the first show,
ihe club also aided in building a road tothe fairgr unds,
Other accomplishments listed inthe report included
the repair of roads andbridges across the reseryation, rom-tion

of the Portland, Vancouver & Nerthern railgay, planting of nut bearig

trees, in roduction of game birds, establishment of creameries
starch factories, canneries and a pressed brick factory, ridding
the city of vagrants,brelief of the indigent, establishment of a
packing h ouse, location of a federal judge at Yakima, reduction
of freight rates on Yakima products, discussion of the opening u p
of the reservation with members of congress, entertairment of a
paryy of agricultural ‘ditors fran the east and the institution of
a series of bi-weekly socials,.

The earliest list of officers found among t he old records was
that for 1897 when Edward Whitson wze pre ident; W,H. Hare

first vice president; J.L. Spith second vice resident; H.H,.

Lombard, treasurer and Charle: F, Pailey secretary.

Members of the governing board that year were A.B, Vlyckoff, fep3,

Weed, 0.A. Feehter, F.M, Spain, #lex Miller, Phil #.Ditter,
Frank Horsley, G.A. Graham, V.H, Bogle and G.S . Rankin.
Trqstees were Charle barpenter, George Donald,A-C. Coburn, T.G.
Redfield and pred FParker.

By 1905 H.,H. Limbard had become president; V.L. Lemon f rst
vice president; C.A. “arsh second vice presient; Frank fartholet
treasurer and Fred Chandler secretary--‘he Yakima :epublip, March 28,

1925,



Chamber of “omrerce

5.J.8mall.Jr. field remwesentative of the United States
(‘hamber of Commerce with western digtrict fe adquarters at ©an
Francisco came to Yakima todsy to aid theCommer cial clwb in
carrying out its plans for reorganizing as a valley chamber
of commercee.

Mr. ®mall is a stranger to takima but fowht side by side with many
Yakima youths in the 146th field artillery of which one batitery was
organized here, in the Argonne.

Mr. Small will remain in Yakirna for sever -l days and begin his
service this noon at the meeting of the Rotary club. Tomorrow he
Speaks to thelions club , on “aturday meets with the Com ercial
club(;s reorganization committee and on WYedns sday will speak
at the monthly membership lunchean of t he Commercial club when
the girls glee cub of Washington “tate college will also be on
the program,

J.L. Hughes ,who has talten the lead in tremove to form a
chamber of comrerce that will be valley wide in its outlook amd
scope of activity says that he has found great interest in iis
project in all scctions of the valley.~--The Yakima Repibliw,
Yebruary 5, 1925,



UCommercial clib

Members now enrolled 874.

Present sash assets $4,853,

Tourist park investment $8,002,

“ecelpts fa year #22,585,
T-otaLZL club assets $24,766,

Yakima Commerd¢ial club members it was revealed at the annual
meeting held at the club last niht. are in a flourishing condition
with support of the club even stronger asshown in the membership dues,.

“Five directors, F.F.S tubbs , Dr.H.E. Wight, E.M, Fi sher, Leo
Ross aml Erling Helliesen were elected to serve for the coming two
ycarse. A.B. Cline, treasurer presented his report .

J.8Q0d L, Hughes suggested that the time had come for an expansion
of the clubinto a Chamber of Commerce to handle the comm nity's
matters forthe entire wvalley. f’his organiz ation would make
1t more effective. *he clubappointed Hughes, Grover “urrows,
and A+B. Cline Wi thSecretary Spots to 1 ok into the feasibility
of making the change. |

"Second in importance to serving the fruit growers and agricultufal
interests (also livestock) is the need for a A6w comm nity
hotel toserve far the next 25 or 50 years.

"4 good road to White Pluffs and Hanforc will bring immediate and
substantial dividerds to commercial interests of the c¢ity. Early
comple ‘ion of State Road No.5 to Mt. Rainier amd t he ¥t Adams
h ighway to connect with the rew bridge across the Columbia at Yhite
Salmon,were noted as projects in Soots' annual report --Yfakims

Republic, “Yec. 1B, 1924,

D

D = .
Grover “urrows of the rrows motar campany was thisnoon electe
- b

d president & the Yakina Commercial club to serve for the coming

year,



4.B., Cline was named first vice president is chairman of
the comercial and indust rial committees; H. Stanley Coffin,
secord vice president, chairman of the agricultural and livestock
committee; H.M. West, third vice president, 1s chairmen of the
civic and publieity committee; F.F, Stubbs, fourth vice president
is cha irman of the ha ticultural éommittee; Cha#les Heath,
treasurer and 0O.C. Soots, secretary.

Soots cam her e seven years ago next July from Walls. He was

remmployed far ore. year. Pecember 24, 1924,



Commercial club

Tne annual meeting of the Yakima Commercial club was
held on Tussday wnen tﬁe pld officers retirdd and new onss
assumed their duties.

Tne officers for the ensulng yes are J.M. Gilbert, president;

G.A. Graham, first vice president; George S. Vance, second vice
president; H.H. Lombard, treasurery A.B. Wyckoff, A.B., Weed,W.H. Hedman,
WM. Heiney, F.V,. Shain, W.H. Hare, O.A. Fachter, Frank Hyrsley,

W.L. Stein weg and George Donald, members Df the

governing board; Charles Carpenter, H.B. Rigg, T.G.Redfield Alex Willser,
and E.M. Reed, trustees.

Summary: During the year 8,000 handsomely illustrated pham lats
recounting the advantages of the Yakima valley as a home for
prospective settlers, .

Memorializing the legislature un ths subjsct of reduction of
freight rates and brin ing to theattention of railroad
officlals the need for a new depot,

4 la ge number of sterescopic views of Yakima county were made to
1llustrate lectures given in the east tn Washington and Yakima was
advertisdd b means of large placards on 100 carloads of po’atoes
shipped to sastern states.

The assessor was assisted in the work of getting statistics on pro
products of the county and J.D. Medill 1s now completing nis extensive
work upon which he has peen engaged for some time,showing the acreage
of various fruits grown in Yakima.

&4 remonstrance was sent against the proiosed increase in ths
freight rates on hopse.

Yakima fruit samples were sent to the Minnesota state fair and
the fair neld at Rock Rapids, Iowa.

Pnotographic views of Yakima were sent to the Franklin

institute of Pniladelpida to 1llustrate a lecture on irrigation.



Dglegates were sent to the promising field of Micnigan
endeavoring to secure settlers_for this locallty.,.
The Yakima falr was one of the main works of the club
Mgmbership at beéginning of the fiscal yex 1é95
was 1033 new members \lected during the year 25;
members resigned 3; members"dropped from the rolls
113 preéent membership 114; non.résident members 2.

Yakima Herald, Yeb. 6, 1896,



Commercial club

The annual election of the Commercial club was held on Tuesday
evening resulting in the following choice:
President, Edward Whitsonj; first vice president, W.H. Hare;
second vice president J. Lovell Smith; tressurer,H.H. L. mbard;
governing board, J.lf . Gilbert, G.A. Graham, G.S. Rankin, W.H. Bagle and
Adlex 1'iller,
One more nmember wll makethe board complete but there was a tie

between Phil Ditter,I.H., Dills gnd E.B. Watt which will be settled at

the next meeting--Herald, Jan. 28,1897,



AR Commercial Club

The third ennual meeting of the Yakima Commercial club was called
to order Tuesday night by Hon. Edward Whitson, president and
af ter the reading.of the minutes of the last meeting called
for reparts of the secretary armd treasure;.

The Yakima Commercial club has completed its fourth year and
stands tody as one dthe substantial institu tir;ns of the community
and is recognized abr ad as a leading factor in ,the developjvent of
Yakima county. “

essPorhaps o mo.re important ma tter Has been taken in hand by the
Club at any time t han the building of a wagon rad to the Gold Hill
country mining district. This was started by the club at whose
solicitation sufficient funds were pledged to go a long way toward
building the rcad.

Larbely as a result of‘thi~s work suffic ient s tate funds were ap ro-
priated to complete the ramd and today the work is nealy done and
stands as a monument to the energy and push of the people of
Yakima county. #4s a trade avenue the importance of this road to North
Yakima cgnnot be overlooked,

Realizing the fact that all of ‘akima's interests depend on the products
of the soil the Clw gladly assisted thé N _rthern Pacific fgilway Co, in
induecing farmers all over the county to take pawt in the sugar
beet experdment that las been so suwccessful during the past year,

The pesults la ve been satisfactory, so much so that the Btate
Agricultural College at Pullman has seen fit to issue a special
bulletin on the subject shw ing the very high grade of sugar beet

that has been prouced here and the establishment of a beet sugar factory
in this country is quite likely to fcllow in due time. f'ive hundred

of these bulletins have b ‘nbought and will be carefully circulated
vhere tley will do the most good..



Report of secretary, above:

Financial statement $1116, total, including Feb 1, 1897
balance «f .50; ¥808 dues collected; $90 initiation f-oes;
balance gecount Olney Sub list 1.50; keys sold #3; Jan dues not
collected ¥8&; back $129; :

Expenses: Furniture and repairs $38.65; printing

w27.50; entertaimments $81;95; postal cards 5,05; periodicals and
statiorary $43.45; fuel$69.50; light and water $17&; rent $275;
janitor work ¥105; secretary's salary $146,92; insurance $24.74;
sundries $35,15, total of $1027, net earnings of ¥88,48, ‘
es.osWnen the repa ts had been r ead President Whitson addressed the
meeting with a Bw well chosen remarks after vhich he in roduced W,IL.
Steinweg, president elect who thanked the club....;E.F. Benson, being

one of the pioneer members of the club and formerly a very active

menber, spoke...Yak 'ma Herald, “eb. 3, 1898,



WULINIGO VL Cde ‘ol liir

Diggind @own into their memories and the musty record books 10
past presidents of the Yakima Zomriercial ciub last night at the
housewarming smoker in the new quarters vied with ea h other in bringing
to ligh accomplishmen s of their administration.
It turnsd out that Oscar Fechter who was president in 1898,
and was the ranking past president on hand had a diétinct advantage
over others. A diligent search of o0ld minute bﬁoks faile' to uncover
one for his administration, leaving him free to depend entirely pupon
memory.
It web developed that Fred Chgndler, who was secretary at that time, was
present but maintained silence.
None of the presidents who served durin the next five years were
present but A.E. Larson, 1904 president had a bit to say about the
record. Chandler was still secretary, his salary bein: 12 1=2
per cent of all the collections of d?es at $1 per month and he was just
as loyal to Larson as Fechter.
Larson built the ?oundation structure by the imp o vement of
city streets and roads running into his town. His admini. tration
foraestalled the plan of the Northerh Pacific to build straight through from
Lind to Ellensburg thus pu ting Yakima on a stub line.
Then came a jump to 1909 when Ajex Miller directed the club.
His year in office saw the rapid strides toward recalamgtion
development. He recalled that in the old days the Cnmnencial club
was a social group as well as bisiness and he had a faint
recollection that there had been such a thing as lockers in the clu room.
W.L. Lemon, who served in 1910 said his term stood prominently
in history of the c¢lu that he wou.dn'ty run the risk of starting arguments by
being too s ecific . R bert Rundstrom, 1911, told of raising $6,000 for
publi city to bring people to the valley. +he hardest job he had though
was raising $2,500 whth which th® to pay a debt dus - furniture company.



Dr. Bnbeft Prior, 1916 and R.D. R;vig, 1917 told of the devefbpment
of 1808 industries to provide work for the thousands of peopls brought into the
valley by Rundstrom's publicity /Prior took credit for the suga beat
factoriss bu t didndt do much boasting about it while Rovig contented
hi self with the Libby, MeNeill & Liberty 08660 cannery.

L.A. Dash, 1920 ani F.A. Dyncan, 1921, said not enough time had
elapsed since they served to be able to get away with some of the
axtravagant claims .

H.C. Luecas, who w:s president in 1911 and now liv:s in Olympia sent a
telegram of congratulation which was r ad. W.A. Bell, 191k
president disa ppeared just before it was his turn to talk.

The argument over who was the first president of th ' club was
settled with announcement that Cpol. W.F. Prosser held that ‘office. L he first
quarters of thg club we located on the third floor of the building now
occupied by the Star Clothing comranye. The next move was to the
C,088 building where the rooms w re gspeciially arranged. Next came
the llasonic temple from which the move was just made.

The Yakim Republic, April 4, 1925.



Commercial club

New quarters for the Yakima Commercial clu- formed the chief
toplic discussed by the board of trustees this noon at the
Commercial hotel.

Nothing definite was decided but a building committes,
composed of Grover Durrows, Frank H. Sharkey and Jgcob Lentz
was appointed to investigate and report at the next meeting,

The club could build a structure adequate to its needs for
$25,000, containing an auditorium capable of seating 400 persoms
and two or three offices, 0.C. Soot , secr-tary said. Ié his
opinion the club should not delay longer acquiring its eown quarters.

The lease on the present location on the fifth floor of the
Masonic temple building expires Vec mber 1. Whether the
club will erect a building or lease space in another business
block will have to be determined soon.

A.B. Cline suggested a community clubhouse housing the
American Legion and the Cmmmercial organization.

Between Dec 1, 1923 and N,ve 1, the club's recipts totaled
$28,008.15 and its expenditures $27,358.68 Sgots said. Of the
teceipts $3,000 represented securities wh ch had to be ecashed
leaving the financial standing the past ysar in the debit column.
Expenses the past year have been heavy, dus to entertainment
and donations and dibursements. ADproximately #1,000 of
the club's money was spent in donations and $2,200 was
lost on the harvest festival, he reported.

The committee voted to pay the annual dues of $50
bn the Btate chamber of commerce--Yakim- Republic,Nov. 5, 1924,



Commercial Cib

Joseph F, Barton, #,B, was last evening elected secretary of
the North Yakims Commercial club to succeed Dr, H.P. James,
the latter not being & candidate for reelsction,

The mmpeign has been & warm one for t he past 30 days but when
the trustees dog down to real business it did not take longe. Sut two
ballots were taken.lhefirstwas informal and showed that Mr. “arton
had & majority of the trustees with him and ofef0 on the sccond
ballot, whichwas formal, he was declared cGD @RG duly elected,

sol@kime Herald, February 21, 1912,



Newsps.pers

Yakime has anunusual member o



